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VASTE OFFENSIVE DIPLQMATIQUE TURQUE AVANT
LE SOMMET EUROPEEN DE LUXEMBOURG

E nouveau gouvernement turc
vient de lancer une vaste offensive
diplomatique en Europe afin
d'obtenir que la Turquie ne figure
parmi les candidats officiels 3
I'Union européenne. Début septembre, le
ministre luxembourgeois des Affaires
éurangeres, Jacques Poos, dont le pays assure
la présidence tournante de I'Union
européenne, a effectué une visite
mouvementée 3 Ankara. Au cours de ses
entretiens avec le Premier ministre et le
ministre des Affaires étrangeres turcs, il a
téaffirmé la position européenne sur une

éventuelle adhésion de la Turquie & 'Union
européenne. Les trois conditions restent
inchangées: droits de 'homme, le probleme
chypriote et la question kurde. Sur ce dernier
point, M. Poos a affirmé que la Turquie doit
trouver “une solution politique & la question
kurde” et reconnaitre une "autonomie

culturelle kurde”. Ces propos ont provoqué
un tollé en Turquie. Le rédacteur en chef de
Turkish Daily News, 1. Cevik, écrivait, le 3
septembre, dans son journal qu's/ semble que
personne na dit & Poos & quel point les Turcs
sont susceptibles sur la question d'une (solution
politique) ou peut étre il a tout simplement tenu

ces propos pour déranger ses hites”. Apres cette
visite du ministre luxembourgeois 3 Ankara,
le ministre turc des Affaires étrangeres, 1.
Cem, est venu a Paris pour rencontrer son
homologue frangais, H. Védrine, ainsi que le
ministre d’Etat chargé des Affaires
européennes, P. Moscovici. Paris, sous le
gouvernement de droite, avait fortement
appuyé la candidature d’Ankara i I'Union
douaniére avec I'UE, mais depuis la signature
de ce traité les gouvernements des deux pays
ont changé. Les nouveaux ministres
socialistes se sont contentés de placer la visite
de M. Cem dans le cadre d’une prise de
contact et d’échange d’informations. Au
cours de ces entretiens, M. Védrine a évoqué
la question des droits de 'homme et le
probléme kurde en Turquie et il a demandé,
au nom de son gouvernement, la libération




de Leyla Zana. Le lendemain, M. Cem a
écouté les ambassadeurs turcs en poste en
Europe occidentale qui ont tous souligné la
nécessité de faire des progrés sérieux dans les
domaines de la démocratie et des droits de
Ihomme pour espérer une amélioration de
I'image du régime turc auprés de l'opinion
européenne. Le ministre turc sest contenté de
déclarer 3 Vissue de cette visite, apparemment
peu fructueuse de son point de vue, que
“Ladhésion & I'Union européenne est toujours
souhaitable mais ce n'est pas une question vitale.
Le refus de 'Europe ne va pas entrainer la fin
du monde. Nous pouvons chercher des
alternatives avec les grands blocs économiques
comme la Chine et {Inde”. Propos repris en des
termes similaires par le président turc Demirel
en visite 2 Budapest pour qui “Si la Turquie
reste & lextérieur de I’Europe, ce ne sera pas la
fin du monde” . Quant au ministre allemand
des Affaires étrangeres, Klaus Kinkel, dont le
pays entretient d'étroites, mais difficiles,
relations avec la Turquie, il a conseillé 4 la
Turquie de “faire ses devoirs™ afin d’adhérer 3
I'Union européenne. Dans une interview
accordée, mardi 9 septembre, au quotidien
turc Yeni Yiizyil, M. Kinkel a affirmé que “les
droits de I'homme, la question kurde et les
problémes économiques sont les principaux
“devoirs” de la Turquie”. M. Kinkel avait déja
tenu des propos analogues lors de sa visite en
mars dernier 3 Ankara et ajouté que
I'adhésion de la Turquie 3 'UE “nétait pas
prévisible dans un proche avenir”. Dans son
interview 3 Yeni Yiizyil, M. Kinkel a souhaité
que la Turquie “préfere toujours [Occident’.
“Nous insistons maintenant, a-t-il dit, sur la
formule: ['Union douaniére et plus. Il faut voir
ce que nous pouvons ajouter & I'Union
dowaniére”.

De son c6té, le Premier ministre Mesut
Yilmaz a effectué, du 30 septembre au ler
octobre, une visite officielle 3 Bonn ol il 2
notamment été recu le chancelier Helmut
Kohl. Les deux chefs de gouvernement se sont
entretenus durant deux heures, passant en
revue divers sujets concernant les deux pays
~—la question sensible étant la candidature de
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la Turquie 4 ['Union européenne — Selon M.
Yilmaz I'Allemagne, longtemps hostile 3
I'entrée d’Ankara dans la communauté,
aurait, A cette occasion, déclaré soutenir le
gouvernement turc dans sa démarche; les
Tures doivent renoncer, en échange, 4 la
liberté de circulation accordée aux citoyens
européens dans le cadre du traité de

Maastricht. Le Premier ministre n'a pas

manqué d’ajouter que cette exigence était
temporaire et que ce point serait revu
ultérieurement, aprés l'accession de la Turquie
dans I'Union. D'autre part, M. Yilmaz s'est
engagé 2 améliorer non seulemient la situation
économique, mais également la question des
droits de 'Homme et la démocratisation du
pays qui jusqualors faisaient obstacle 3 la
candidature turque. Le chancelier Kohl a de
plus souligné une nécessaire amélioration,
pour l'avenir, des relations gréco-turques,
faisant référence A ce propos au probleme
chypriote. Au cours d’une conférence de
presse, le Premier ministre Yilmaz a fait part
de sa satisfaction et a souligné que la décision
finale sera prise lors du sommet de
Luxembourg réunissant les quinze pays de
I'Union au mois de décembre prochain.

La presse turque a qualifié de “grande
victoire” la visite & Bonn de M. Yilmaz, tandis
que les commentateurs allemands sont restés
plus prudents. Pou'rsuivant‘son offensive

européenne, le Premier ministre turc s'est -

entretenu le 17 octobre 3 Paris avec le
président Chirac qui, selon la presse turque,
lui aurait promis “tout son soutien”.

Dans une interview accordée 4 cette occasion
au quotidien frangais Libération du 18
octobre, M. Yilmaz se fait modeste et cite
parmi les obstacles sur la voie de |'Union, “/e
réglement du probleme du Sud-Est ou ce que
vous appelez la question kurde”. Son discours
est, en résumé, “aprés nous avoir accepté dans
[Union douaniére, acceptez-nous, tels que nous
sommes, dans la Conférence européenne, pour les
problemes que vous citez comme obstacles, nous
verrons plus tard; le jour ot nous les aurons
réglés, nous entrerons de plein droit dans
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UUnion”.

De son cbté, M. Biilent Ecevit, vice-premier
ministre turc, a effectué le 14 octobre, une
visite officielle en Suede. A I'issue d’un
entretien avec le Premier ministre suédois
Goran Persson, M. Ecevit s'est déclaré
satisfait, en affirmant que la Turquie était
soutenue par la Sutde, pour sa candidature
dans I'Uriion européenne. Cependant il a

ajouté que la Sudde arttendait une
" amélioration des droits de 'Homme en

Turquie et que “la Suéde a bon espoir que le
gouvernement actuel agisse en ce sens”.

Cela dit P'accueil réservé 3 M. Ecevit 4 sa
sortie, était tout autre. Chahuté par des
manifestations kurdes, il a été malmené par
des Turcs également. Lun deux, Yasar Tekuas,
président de la Fédération des associations
ouvritres turques, a, au cours d'une réception

.y \ A’ ‘ .
~organisée i I'ambassade, exprimé son

mécontentement en disant “Nous avons honte
davoir la nationalisé d'un pays qui emprisonne
ses journalistes, matraqués par la police’.

D'autres personnalités turques ont rappelé au

vice-premier ministre la nécessité d’un
dénouement rapide de l'affaire de Susurluk.

, Lors d'une conférence 4 PInstitut suédois de

politique étrangere, M. Ecevit a été interpell4
par un enseignant kurde: “Je suis suédois
dorigine kurde. | enseigne le kurde dans les
Ycoles suédoises. Si fe vais en Turquie est-ce que
je peux enseigner ma langue aux enfants de
Diyarbakir? On vient d’inaugurer une
bibliothique kurde & Stockholm. Peut-on en
ouvrir une & Diyarbakir. aussi? “ Visiblement
irrité par ces questions, M. Ecevit a récité sa
livanie habituelle: “s/ ny a pas de problime
kurde en Turquie, il ny a quun probléme de
terrorisme et de  sous-développement
bconomique”.

Apres son périple suédois, M. Ecevit s'est
rendu en visite officielle, le jeudi 16 octobre,
en Finlande. Au cours de son entretien avec
M. Lipponen, le premier ministre finlandais,
M. Ecevit a déclaré avoir obtenu le soutien de
la Finlande pour la.candidature turque dans




P'Union européenne. Cela dit la Turquie a de
nouveau été rappelée A l'ordre par Helsinki
pour qu'elle cesse ses violations incessantes des
droits de 'Homme.

Pendant ce temps, 2 Bruxelles, la Commission
du budget du Parlement européen a décidé de
suspendre une aide financitre de 60 millions
de dollars accordée dans le cadre de I'Union
douanidre, 4 la Turquie.

n 150-151 e SeptembreOciobre 1997

D’apres des sources diplomatiques, cette
décision a été prise eu égard les résolutions du
Parlement européen, datées du 15 juillet 1996
et du 19 septembre 1996, exigeant d'une part
des améliorations en faveur des droits de
'Homme et de la démocratie, mais aussi le
respect des frontidres européennes, et un
engagement concret vers une solution au

probleme chypriote.

NOUVEAUX AFFRONTEMENTS
ENTRE FACTIONS KURDES EN IRAK

E processus de paix dit d’Ankara

engagé sous le parrainage des

Etats-Unis, de Grande-Bretagne et

de la Turquie pour réconcilier le

Parti démocratique du Kurdistan
de Massud Barzani et 'Union patriotique de
Jalal Talabani engagés depuis mai 1994 dans
une sanglante lutte pour le pouvoir a connu
un nouvel échec. Aprés une réunion i Ankara,
début septembre, des délégations des deux
partis kurdes qui n'a permis aucune avancé,
une réunion de dernitre chance s'est tenue les
6 et 7 octobre 3 Londres ol selon les
Américains et les Britanniques des “ progrés
substantiels " ont été enregistrés.

Le PDK a accepté de prendre A sa charge le
paiement des salaires des fonctionnaires et
employés de la zone de 'UPK, dassurer le
libre passage 4 travers son territoire des
dirigeants de 'UPK vers la Turquie ainsi que
la libre circulation des camions vers les zones
sous contréle de 'UPK. Aprés “ces mesures de
confiance” il éuait prévu de discuter des
mesures de transition avant f'organisation des
élections sous contrdle international pour
départager les deux parties rivaux.

L'UPK a, pour sa part, exigé le partage
immédiat “des revenus des douanes ” pergus
par le PDK 4 la frontiére turco-irakienne et la
mise en place d'un gouvernement de
coalition paritaire. N'obtenant pas de
satisfaction sur ces exigences ne figurant pas &
Pordre du jour de la réunion convenu par
toutes les parties et considérant sans doute
que le PDK érait déja affaibli par des
affrontements I'opposant depuis le 25
septembre au PKK, Jalal Talabani a
déclenché, le 13 octobre, une offensive
militaire d'envergure baptisée “sempéte de la
vengeance” contre les position du PDK.

Des affrontements trés meurtriers ont en lieu
entre les forces du PDK, soutenues par la
Turquie et celles d'une coalition regroupant
I'UPK, le PKK et quelques autres formations
mineures bénéficiant du soutien de I'lran.
Dans certaines localités kurdes irakienne
proches de la frontiére iranienne passées sous
le contrdle de ce que les media du PKK ont
appelé “I'Union des forces nationales™ des
“sous-préfets” du PKK ont été nommés. La
Turquie qui menait depuis fin septembre des
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opérations militaires dans la région, avec une
force d’intervention de 20.000 hommes
soutenue par des blindés et par 'aviation, a
bombardé des zones sous contréle conjoint
de 'UPK et du PKK faisant des dizaines de
morts. Des chars turcs ont avancé jusqu’a
quelques dizaines de km d’Erbil, capitale
provinciale.

Le 23 octobre, 'UPK a accusé la Turquie de
prendre parti dans le conflit inter-kurdes.
Pour la premiére dans ce conflit les partisans
de Talabani ont utilisé des missiles, de
provenance iranienne, contre la ville de
Salahaddine, quartier général de M. Barzani.
Les Erats-Unis ont soutenu la version turque
des événements tout en exercant des pressions
sur les belligérants kurdes irakiens pour
mettre un terme 3 leurs affrontements.

Finalement les deux parties ont accepté de
déclarer un cessez-le-feu dans les derniers
jours d’octobre, lequel a souvent été violé. Le
PDK a récupéré ses positions perdues. Aprés
des affrontements ayant fait plusieurs
centaines de morts les deux partis se
retrouvent au méme point et conviennent,
pour la éniéme fois, de la nécessité de régler
leurs contentieux par voie de négociation
sous I'égide américain. Seul changement
concret : le PKK a été largement éliminé des
zones sous contrble du PDK et M. Barzani
insiste sur le fait que tout accord avec 'UPK
doit inclure une clause interdisant toute
présence militaire du PKK dans le Kurdistan
irakien.

Llrak est resté cette fois-ci neutre dans les
affrontements inter-kurdes se payant méme le
luxe d’appeler les deux partis A venir se
réconcilier 3 Bagdad. Désespérée par les
conflits fratricides, la population civile essae,
par tous les moyens, de fuir vers I'étranger.
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L'ARMEE ESTIME “INSUFFISANTE” L'ACTION DU
NOUVEAU GOUVERNEMENT CONTRE
“LA REACTION ISLAMISTE"

E général Erol Ozkasnak,

secrétaire général du tout puissant

Conseil de sécurité nationale turc, .

a, le 8 septembre convié les

principaux journalistes turcs 4 un
cocktail au cours duquel des hauts
commandants turcs ont distillé le message
suivant 2 destination de l'opinion publique:
“Le péril islamiste conserve toute sa gravité; les
mesures prises par le nouveau gouvernement
vestent trés insuffisantes; la justice nest pas assez
rapide pour sévir contre les menées islamistes
rapporiées aux procureurs par / 'e'tat—major des
armées. Cest pourquoi le groupe de iravail de
['Ouest (BCG) formé au sein de Iétat-major des
armées pour suivre les activités islamistes dans le
pays, les documenter, les dénoncer et élaborer des
mesures visant & les endigue, poursust son action
", ce message a été diffusé i la Une des
principaux journaux turcs du 10 septembre.
Sous le titre “Larmée toujours mécontente”, le
quotidien Hurriyet indique que sur Pordre du
général Karadayi, chef d'état-major général
des armées, une délégation militaire a
récemment rendu visite au Premier ministre
Mesut Yilmaz pour lui faire part pendant
deux heures des préoccupations de I'armée au
sujet de la réaction islamiste “qui met
gravemens en péril Lordre constitutionnel”. Les
militaires  auraient demandé au
gouvernement de faire adopter rapidement
une loi bannissant I'accés 4 'Université des
diplomés des lycées religieux dits Imam-
Hatip. Aprés la fermeture des colléges de ces
lycées 4 la suite d’une loi instituant
I'enseignement public obligatoire de 8 ans,
votée en aolt dernier, cette mesure
contribuerait & réduire sensiblement le poids
du puissant systéme scolaire islamique qui
outre ces lycées dispose des pensionnats
hébergeant 160.000 éléves issus des milieux
ruraux. Les diplomés des lycées religieux
n'auraient plus pour débouchés que des
facultés de théologie qui forment le personnel

des mosquées sunnites (imams, muezzins,
muftis) rétribué par un Erat théoriquement
laic et qui ne subventionne aucune
institution des confessions minoritaires
chi'ites, chrétiennes ou juives.

Critiquant !'inefficacité du ministére de la
justice, les militaires affirment que
contrairement 4 ce qu'a déclaré le Premier
ministre, le groupe de travail de Ouest n'a pas
mis un terme 4 ses activités depuis la formation
du nouveau gouvernement. “Bien au contraire.
Les membres de ce Groupe, se réunissasent une fois
par jour sous le gouvernement précédent, nous
stenons désormass dew: réunions par jour” déclare 3
Hiirriyet “un responsable milstaire”, selon lequel
ce groupe est composé de 40 officiers d'érac-
major. “Le groupe recueille des renseignements sur
les activitts de la réaction sslamiste et les transmet
au Conseil de sécurité nationale” ajoute ce
“responsable milssaire”. Interrogé A ce sujet, le
Premier ministre M. Yilmaz, en visite au
Kazakhstan, estime que “dans la mesure ot nous
avons actuellement un gouvernement sensible awe
prils menagant lordye constitutionnel le Groupe
de travasl de ['Ouest de [état-major nia plus de
raison d'étre. C'est au gouvernement qu'il
appartient dévaluer les menaces et d'adopter les
mesures appropriées. Il dispose pour cela des
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moyens appropriés comme ['organisation
nationale du renseignement (MIT)". Selon le
Hiirriyet du 10 septembre, M. Yilmaz aurait
déclaré aux généraux turcs: “La tension soctale est
devenue extréme. Nous avons du mal &
embouchonner la bouteille. Si on force encore un
peu les choses la bowseille va exploser par e fond'.
Mais cet appel 4 la modération naurait guére été
appréciée par ['armée.

De son c6té, l'ancien ministre de Llntérieur,
Mme. Aksener, dénonce dans le Hurriyer du
11 septembre “la dictature oligarchique qui
dirige la Turquie dont le gouvernement nest que
le gros béton”. Elle avait, 4 la demande de Mme.
Giller, chargé la Direction de la Sireté de suivre
de prés et d'informer le gouvernement “des
réunions illégales et séditieuses du Groupe de traval
de [Ouest”. Les espions de Mme. Aksener, dont
le directeur-adjoint de la Streté ont été
démasqués et arrétés par les militaires et ils
comparaissent actuellement devant un tribunal
militaire pour vol de documents concernant 1a
défense nationale.

Dans le Milliyer du 11 septembre,
I'éditorialiste libéral Taha Akyol prie le
général Karadayi de veiller & ce que les
interventions de I'armée ne donnent pas &
I'étranger I'image d'un pays dirigé par “un
gouvernement sous tutelle militaire car. cette
image va nuire & notre cause en Europe et dans
les questions d'Egée, de Chypre et de la lutte

contre le terrorisme”.

LE CALVAIRE DES REFUGIES EN TURQUIE

MNESTY International vient
de publier un rapport qui
concerne le statut de réfugiés
en Turquie intitulé “Turquie:
refoulement des réfugiés non-
europtens. Une crise de protection”. Amnesty
International se dit particulitrement concerné

_par le sort réservé aux demandeurs d'asile

d’origine non-européenne; qui sont
majoritairement des Kurdes irakiens et
iraniens ainsi que des Iraniens fuyant la

République islamique. La quasi totalité de ces
réfugiés ne sont en Turquie, pays limitrophe,
que le temps de présenter leur demande
d'asile au bureau de 'UNHCR 4 Ankara qui,
4 son tour, leur trouve un pays tiers prét A les
accueillir. Mais le calvaire de ces réfugiés ne
fait que commencer sur le sol turc. De
nombreux réfugiés ressortissants iraniens sont
assassinés par les services secrets de Téhéran
sur le sol turc. D’autres sont, dans leur
“voyage vers |'espoir”, morts noyés en mer




Egée, en essayant de rejoindre la Gréce pour
ensuite trouver refuge dans un pays de
I'Union européenne. Les tracasseries
administratives turques sont particuliérement
dénoncées par Amnesty International. Un
demandeur d'asile doit, en I'espace de 5 jours,
terminer les formalités administratives
concernant sa demande d'asile; passé ce délai,
il peut faire I'objet d’expulsion par les
autorités turques vers son pays dorigine sans
prendre en considération les risques encourus.
Amnesty dénonce cette pratique et déclare
qu'elle est “certainement arbitraire et doit éire
abolie” et que s'il faut imposer un délai, celui-
ci doit étre en conformité avec “les normes
internationales concernant la protection des
réfugiés et doit en aucun cas étre appliqué de
fagon & contrevenir le principe de non-
refoulemens”. Mais “méme ceux dont la qualité
de réfugié leur a ésé reconnue par le Haut
Commissariat des réfugiés (UNHCR) ne sont
pas en shireté en Turquie” déclare Al qui
indique étre au courant de nombreux cas de
cette nature ol les réfugiés reconnus par
I'UNHCR sont livrés directement par les
autorités turques aux autorités des pays qu'ils
ont fuis. Lorganisation de défense de droits de
'Homme déclare, par ailleurs, avoir
communiqué ses préoccupations aux autorités
turques concernant “les refoulements” des
réfugiés ainsi que leur protection dans
I'ensemble du pays. Elle a aussi fait état de ses
observations concernant les “incidents”
fréquents aux frontidres avec I'Irak et Ilran,
commis par I'armée turque. On se souvient
notamment qu'en octobre 1996 28 Kurdes et
Assyriens d'Irak, alors qu'ils tentaient de
traverser la frontidre turco-irakienne, avaient
éxé passés par les armes par les soldats turcs.

Le sort tragique des réfugiés kurdes irakiens
qui tentent de rejoindre la Gréce 4 bord des
barques de fortune, suscite une vive émotion
dans l'opinion grecque. En juin denier, 29
Kurdes avaient péri noyés en mer Egée. Le 15
septembre, trois Kurdes ont été déchiquetés et
11 gravement blessés dans un champ de

mines 3 la frontidre mueeo-greaue. e faicaient

partie d’un groupe de 62 personnes qui
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tentaient d’entrer en Gréce en traversant la
riviere Evros. 55 autres ont été récupérés par
les soldats grecs sur I'ile de Lesbos qui se
trouve 3 10 km de la frontiére avec la Turquie.

En Turquie, 506 réfugiés du Sud Kurdistan
ont été mis en garde 3 vue fin septembre pour
avoir tenté de s'échapper vers la Gréce. Les
réfugiés ont expliqué qu'ils ont remis de
I'argent, entre 1300 et 1500 dollars par
personne, 2 des réseaux afin qu'ils organisent
leurs passages. 450 réfugiés ont été arrétés
dans une ferme alors qu'ils s'apprétaient 3
embarquer dans un poids lourd pour passer
en Gréce. 5 personnes de ce réseau ont été
également placées en garde 3 vue. A Mugla
sur la cdte égéenne turque, 56 autres réfugiés,
ont été arrétés et mis en garde & vue. Les
réfugiés, originaires de Suleymaniye et de
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Duhok, se sont lamentés en soulignant qu'ils
ont donné tous leurs biens et qu'aujourd’hui
ils se retrouvent i la rue. En somme les
réseaux leur avaient soutiré de I'argent et les
avaient par la suite abandonnés  leur sort.

Lexode des Kurdes irakiens fuyant I'insécuricé
et la misére qui sévissent dans leur pays prend
des proportions inquiétantes. Plus de 4000
d'entre eux se trouvent actuellement en Gréce
dott ils espérent pouvoir regagner des pays
d'Europe occidentale. Médecins du Monde-
Gréce, avec le concours de IInstitut kurde de
Paris, de Fance-Libertés et des ONG locales, a
organisé les 20 et 21 septembre 3 Athénes un
symposium sur ce drame. De son cté, la
chaine franco-allemande ARTE a, le 23
septembre, diffusé un documentaire sur ce

probléme.

BILAN DES VIOLATIONS DES DROITS DE 'HOMME
EN TURQUIE

E président de I'Association turque
des droits de 'homme (IHD), M.
Akin Birdal, a présenté, au cours
d’une conférence de presse 2
Ankara, le rapport de son
association en matitre de violations des droits
de 'homme en Turquie commises en d'aoit.
Assassinats, condamnations sans procds,
tortures et gardes 3 vue et autres exactions
portées i I'encontre des civils ont causé la
mort de 254 personnes. M. Birdal a affirmé
qu'aucun changement n'est intervenu au
cours de ces 2 mois et demi du nouveau
gouvernement; et cela ni du point de vue
constitutionnel, ni légisfatif. Il a, par ailleurs,
attiré I'attention sur la nécessité d’une
solution démocratique et pacifique du
probléme kurde.
Le bilan du mois d'aofit s'établit comme suit:
- Meurtres non dlucidés: 7
- Exécutions extrajudiciaires, décés sous torture
au cours e la garde 3 vue: 13
- Morts dans des attrontements: 215

- Actions A l'encontre des civils: 19 morts et 69
blessés

- “Disparitions”: 2

- Victimes de tortures: 36

- Personnes placées en garde 3 vue: 2825

- Arrestations: 69

- Interdictions d'associations, de syndicats,
d'organes de presse et de pards politiques: 14

- Journalistes placés en garde A vue: 14

- Publications saisies: 26

- Personnes détenues pour délic d'opinion: 118

Le bilan de septembre n'est guére meilleur:
“Meurtres non ducidés: 13

-Exécutions extrajudiciaires, morts 4 la suite de
tortures subies, morts en garde 3 vue: 21
-Actions A l'encontre des civils: 38 morts, 97
blessés.

~Disparitions 4 la suite des gardes 3 vue: 9
-Nombre de personnes torturées : 76

-Nombre de personnes placées en garde A vue:
3762

-Détenus pour délit d'opinion: 118

Nombre de ioumnalistes placks an arde 3 vue:

3
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STRASBOURG: LA TURQUE CONDAMNEE POUR
“TRAITEMENT INHUMAIN ET DEGRADANT” PAR LA
COUR EUROPEENNE DES DROITS DE L'HOMME

E 25 septembre, la Cour

européenne des droits de

PHomme a condamné la Turquie

pour viol et torture d’'une jeune

kurde. Le verdict de la Cour
affirme que “Swkran Aydin a été torturée et
violée par la police dans la ville de Derik,
province de Mardin, durant les trois jours de sa
mise en garde & vue en 1993” en violation de
Particle 3 de la Convention européenne des
droits de 'Homme, dont la Turquie est un
pays signataire. La Cour considére, par
ailleurs, que la plaignante n'a pas pu user de
son droit de recours inteme, empéchée par les
autorités judiciaires et militaires turques,
contrairement 3 l'esprit de {'article 13 de la
Convention. Au moment des faits Sukran
avait 16 ans. Elle a été arrétée, le 29 juin
1993, avec son pére et sa belle soeur, par des
gendarmes et des protecteurs de villages.
Durant sa garde A vue, les yeux bandés, elle a
été tabassée, déshabillée, placée dans un pneu
et soumise 4 de forts jets d'eau. Elle a par la
suite été violée par les forces de sécurité et
libérée, avec les autres membres de sa famille,
trois jours aprés sa mise en détention. Selon
la défense présentée par les avocats du
gouvernement turc, ni la plaignante ni les
membres de sa famille n'ont jamais été mis en
détention! La Commission européenne des
droits de "'Homme avait déclaré Iaffaire de S.
Aydin “recevable” le 28 novembre 1994. Des
membres de ladite Commission se sont
rendus 3 Ankara en juin 1995 pour
auditionner les parties concernées (la
plaignante et les membres de sa famille
arrétés ainsi que les gendarmes en service au
moment des faits) et des témoins, afin
d’établir les faits. Des auditions ont
également eu lieu & Strasbourg en octobre
1995. La Commission a rendu son rapport 4

la Cour en mars 1996 en exprimant son
opinion concernant la violation par la
Turquie des articles 3 et 13 de la Convention.
Dans son verdict du 25 septembre, la Cour
condamne la Turquie et lui demande de
verser 3 la plaignante, pour dommages et
intéréts, la somme de 25 000 livres sterling et
couvrir la majeure partie des dépenses
engagées par les avocats de la plaignante qui
s élevent 3 37360 livres sterling,

Toujours dans cette chronique judiciaire
turque, deux familles kurdes ont, le 24
septembre, porté plainte contre le ministre de
IIntérieur turc; pour le meurtre de leur deux
enfants dgés de 12 et 14 ans par les forces de
sécurités turques. “Linstruction a révélé que les
“Tim” (les forces spéciales turques) sont
impliquées. Nous usons de notre droit légal et
nous avons présenté notre plainte & la Cour
supréme” a déclaré l'avocat des deux familles,

Me Tevfik Karabulut.

Le 29 septembre, une délégation de la
Commission européenne s'est rendue 2
Ankara afin de procéder & P'instruction de
trois nouvelles affaires. A ce titre la délégation
a écouté la défense présentée par les autorités
turques et les différents témoignages
concernant l'instruction.

Le 24 juin 1993, Nasir Ilhan avait saisi la
Commission, en accusant fa Turquie d'avoir
brdlé son village et de I'avoir battu et torturé,
pendant sa garde A vue; son frére, Abdullarif
Ilhan, contraint A quitter son village vers le
district d’Aytepe 4 la suite de la destruction
de sa maison par les autorités turques. Pour sa
défense, 'Etat turc a reconnu la descente
effectuée i Aytepe par les militaires, le 26
décembre 1992, mais a riposté en prétendant
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que les plaignants, dont Abdullatif Ihan et
son frére, avaient caché “des séparatistes dans
leur maison”.

La seconde affaire concerne Abdullah et
Cemile Sarli, placés en garde 2 vue, le 25
décembre 1993, A la suite d’une autre
descente militaire dans le village d’'Ulusoy
(district de Tatvan-Bitlis). Le pére, Ahmet
Sarli, toujours sans nouvelles de ses enfants
malgré les différentes démarches effectuées
auprés des autorités, avait eu recours 3 la
Commission le 23 juin 94. La Turquie avait
soutenu pour sa défense que les enfants Sarli
avaient été enlevés par le PKK.

La Commission s'intéresse en troisiéme lieu
au village d’Alaca, dans la province de
Diyarbakir, brilé par des militaires turcs. La
requéte qui a été présentée le 5 avril 1994 par
Mehmet Emin Akdeniz et huit autres
plaignants a été jugée recevable le 3 avril
1995. Les autorités turques ont nié, dans
cette affaire, avoir effectué une quelconque
opération dans la région de Kulp-Alaca et ont
prétendu que Pexode de ces villageois était la
conséquence de la répression exercée par le

PKK.

Enfin, le 24 octobre, la Commission
européenne des droits de 'homme a jugé
“recevable” la requéte sur le fond des députés
kurdes Leyla Zana, Selim Sadak, Hatip Dicle
et Orhan Dogan, toujours emprisonnés en
Turquie 3 quinze ans de prison. La
Commission sest prononcée favorablement
sur leur requéte faisant valoir I'absence
d'indépendance et d'impartialité de la Cour
de stireté de I'Erat qui les avait jugés et
condamnés, ainsi que des atteintes 3 fa liberté
d'expression et d’association, mais également
de discrimination. La Commission a accordé
un délai de deux mois aux parties pour
trouver “ un réglement 3 I'amiable ”. Passé ce
délai elle portera I'affaire devant la Cour
européenne qui doit statuer en dernier
recours.
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ANSI GUEO...

* LEX-DEPUTE KURDE, HATIP DICLE,
ET LE SOCIOLOGUE TURC ISMAIL
BESIKCI SONT A NOUVEAU
CONDAMNES PAR LA COUR DE
SORETE DE LETAT. La Cour de Streté
d'Etar d'Ankara a condamné, le 8 octobre,
Pex-député du parti de la démocratie (DEP)
Hatip Dicle, qui purge déja avec Leyla Zana
et deux autres députés du DEP une peine de
15 ans de prison, et Ismail Besikgi, qui lui aussi
croupit dans les gedles turque depuis une
quinzaine d'années et accumule des peines allant
a plus de deux ans de prison, 4 un an de prison
et 2 une amende de cent millions de livres
turques. La Cour leur reproche d'avoir fait de
“la propagande séparatiste” dans le livre collectif
“Le panorama des droits de [homme en Turquic’,
édité par la PAssociation turque des droits de
Ihomme.

Par ailleurs, le 10 cotbre le méme procureur a
requis 2 I'encontre des ex-députés du parti de
la démocratie (DEP), Ziibeyir Aydar,
Mahmut Kiling, de I'écrivain Yalgin Kucuk et
du professeur Fikret Baskaya, des peines allant
jusqu’a huit ans de prison. Ils sont accusés
d'avoir fait de “la propagande séparatiste’,
d’étre “des sympathisants du parti des
travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK)" et d'avoir

apporté leur soutien 4 ce dernier.

Hamza Keles, procureur chargé de ['affaire 2
accusé les prévenus d’avoir participé, soit
personnellement soit par téléphone, 3 un
programme diffusé le 3 novembre 1996, sur
la chaine Med-TV, chaine qu'il déclare étre la
voix du PKK. Les prévenus auraient i cette
occasion fait I'éloge des activités du parti
séparatiste PKK. L'acte d'accusation cite
également les propos d'Ocalan chef du PKK, qui
dit avoir “planifié des activités terroristes”. Le
procureur a requis la peine de mort contre
Ocalan et émis un mandat d'arrét international
contre lui.

La Cour de Stireté d'état d'Istanbul interdit la
publication d'une brochure sur les Kurdes.
Ecrite 4 l'origine en frangais par le prince
kurde Celadet Bedirxan en 1934 et intitulée “
De lu question kurde: la loi de déportation et de
dispersion des Kurdes™, cette brochure qui
devait étre éditée par la maison d’édition
Avesta dans une version bilingue turco-
francaise vient d'étre interdite par la Cour de
Streté d’Etat d'Istanbul sous prétexte de

“propagande séparatisse’”.

* LECRIVAIN YACHAR KEMAL
DENONCE LA POLITIQUE TURQUE
ENVERS LES KURDES. Lors de sa visite 4
la Foire des livres la plus prestigieuse du
monde, tenue 3 Frankfurt, I'écrivain Yachar
Kemal a dénoncé, le jeudi 16 octobre, 4 la
cérémonie de fa remise du Prix de la Paix de
['Union des libraires qui lui a été décerné cette
année, la politique menée par les aurorités
turques i I'encontre des Kurdes. Il a qualifié la
question kurde comme “le probleme le plus
dpineux en matidre des droits de [homme en
Turquie”. Lui-méme a récemment été
condamné 3 20 mois de prison avec sursis
pour “séparatisme” par la Cour de Sreté de
I'Etat pour avoir écrit un article sur la
question kurde dans un livre collectif intitulé
“Liberté d’expression en Turquie”. “Le
probleme le plus grave en matiére de démocrasie
en Turquie, cest la question kurde. Nous devons
trouver une solution sans faire la guerre...Cette
solution doit émre politique” a lancé I'écrivain
avant d'sjouter “Il y a actuellement en Turquie
beaucoup de faucons qui voudraient me faire
taire et me mettre en prison...les faucons turcs
sont contre la paix et nos amis et nos alliés dans
les pays occidentaux doivent nous aider”. Au
cours de cette méme cérémonie, |'écrivain
allemand Giinter Grass, auteur du Tambour,
s'en est pris violemment 1 la politique turque
du gouvernement de Bonn. Dans un
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hommage 4 son “frére spirituel” il a dit avoir
& n . “® r rr

honte” de son pays qui a “dégénéré en une
simple place économique” tolérant les
livraisons 4 la Turquie des armes utilisées
dans l'extermination des Kurdes et refusant
I'aide aux mémes Kurdes.

De son c6té, Gerhard Kurtz, président de
'Union des éditeurs allemands, a salué les
engagements de Yashar Kemal et a dénoncé la
politique de destruction culturelle et
écologique menée par les autorités turques,
au Kurdistan.

LAgence de presse allemande, DPA dans une
dépéche diffusée le méme jour a critiqué la
politique turque du gouvernement allemand.
Selon la DPA la Turquie a bénéficié ces 30
dernitres années, d'une aide en armements
d’un montant de 7 milliards de DM par
I'Allemagne. Par ailleurs, selon la méme
source, des armes héritées de I'ex-Allemagne
de I'Est ont également été données i la
Turquie. Aujourd’hui, la Turquie se soucie de
mettre sur pied une véritable industrie
d'armement, et le gouvernement turc déclare
que jusqu'en 2007, $31 milliards seront
dépensés dans ce but.

* SELON M. ECEVIT 2076 ECOLES
RESTENT FERMEES DANS LES
PROVINCES KURDES. M Biilent Ecevit,
vice premier ministre turc, a établi un bref
récapitulatif de la situation éducative au
Kurdistan,  I'occasion de ['ouverture de
T'université de Dicle de Diyarbakir. Il a A ce
titre reconnu que 3185 villages et hameaux
de la région ont été vidés de leurs habitants
“pour des raisons de sécurit?”. 1l a ajouté que
370 000 villageois ont dd quitter leurs
villages, et de ce fait 2076 écoles sont
fermées; celles qui sont ouvertes manquent
indéniablement d'instituteurs. Actuellement
117 000 éleves ne peuvent pas aller & 'école.

Selon M. Ecevit, avant la fin de I'année, 75
internats seront construits dans la région, et 7
écoles primaires-internats seront ouvertes,

Pobjectif étant 400 écoles régionales pour 'an
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2000. Pour inciter le corps éducatif 2 venir
enseigner dans la région, des primes seront
accordées. M. Ecevit a ajouté que le retour
des villageois sera assuré dans les zones olt a
sécurité sera éuablie, et que I'Etat accordera
des aides pour la reconstruction des maisons.

Cependant les primes ne suffisent pas 3
encourager les enseignants 4 aller servir dans
cette région déchirée par la guerre. Ainsi sur
les 6144 enseignants nommés cette année au
Kurdistan, 3173 ont d'ores et déja donné leur
démission. Depuis 1992, 122 enscignants ont
trouvé la mort dans la région, et 17 autres ont
été blessés. De plus, 65 professeurs ont été
sanctionnés pécuniairement, 800 autres ont
été mutés, 110 professeurs placés en garde &
vue, 12 condamnés.

« ELECTION DE HIKMET CETIN A LA
PRESIDENCE DE L'ASSEMBLEE
TURQUE. Les députés turcs ont élu, le
mercredi 15 octobre, Hikmet Cetin, du Parti
républicain du peuple (CHP), 4 la présidence
de la Grande Assemblée Nationale turque.
M. Cetin a recueilli les voix du parti de la
Juste Voie (DYP), de Mme Ciller dont le
candidat, Ayvaz Gékdemir, connu pour avoir
traité de “prostituées” les présidentes des trois
groupes du parlement européen, n'était plus
en lice au quatriéme et dernier tour, il a aussi
bénéficié des voix du parti de la Mére patrie
(ANAP) et il est élu avec 373 voix contre 66
pour le président sortant, M. Kalemli.

Lélection de M. Cetin ne doit rien au hasard.
Il résulte en fait du partage des roles décidé
par le Conseil de sécurité nationale 3
dominante militaire. Au moment oli le pays
est gouverné par une coalition dirigée par le
conservateur  Mesut  Yilmaz et
{'ultranationaliste Bilent Ecevit, Hikmet
Cetin, réputé social-démocrate, est chargé de
“marquer” la sociale démocratie européenne
pour lui vendre sous un jour favorable la
politique anti-kurde des généraux turcs.
D’origine kurde et ancien ministre des
affaires étrangeres, M. Cetin est tout désigné
pour cette mission et il est appelé 3 jouer un

iaison et d'information

role important -dans le dispositif
diplomatique turc dans les négociations
difficiles avec les pays de 'Union européenne.

* SELON MME CILLER LE PREMIER
MINISTRE YILMAZ N’EST QU’UN
CAPORAL AUX ORDRES DE LARMEE.
Dans un discours, prononcé le 25 septembre,
4 Samsun, bastion du parti de la Juste Voie
(DYP), Mme Ciller a critiqué avec
véhémence le gouvernement et qualifié le
Premier ministre de “caporal sans honneur aux
ordres de larmée” déclenchant ainsi la colére
non seulement des milieux politiques mais
également des militaires. “Aucun ministre élu
& ce jour, navait eu le déshonneur d'accepter de
devenir un caporal” a-t-elle lancé A la foule qui
comptait parmi elle certains députés
islamistes et des membres du parti de I'Action
nationaliste (MHP) et du parti de la Grande
Union (BBP), ultra-nationaliste. Des

.centaines caporaux en service auraient

demandé 4 leurs commandants I'autorisation
d’aller demander des comptes 4 Ciller, et le
central téléphonique du Conseil supérieur des
forces armées auraic été saturé. Ismet Sezgin,
ministre de la défense, ainsi que certains
membres du parti de la Juste Voie (DYP) tel

- que Mehmet Gézliikaya, porte-parole du

groupe parlementaire du DYP, ont déploré les
propos de Mme. Ciller, au méme titre que
des associations d’anciens combattants ou des
familles de militaires en service & Chypre ou
dans le Kurdistan; tous soulignant les mérites
des caporaux. Le premier ministre Yilmaz a
déclaré ne pas vouloir porter Iaffaire devant
les tribunaux. '

* POURSUITES CONTRE DES
PACIFISTES ETRANGERS. Le Tribunal
d'instance n°2 de Sisli (Istanbul) 2 engagé des
poursuites contre deux citoyens allemands,
Mmes. Ute Steingerg et Rosemarie Potthast,
pour avoir organisé A leur hétel d’Istanbul
“une manifestation sans autorisation. Les
prévenues ont été remises en liberté le 9
septembre et confiées 3 la police qui les a
expulsées le jour méme. Par ailleurs, la
Direction de la Sireté générale a émis un
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mandat de recherche dans I'ensemble du
territoire contre le député sud-africain
Gassam Solomon qui était venu en Turquie
pour prendre part 2 la manifestation interdite
du Train de la paix. Le 10 septembre, 2
Diyarbakir, les militants pacifistes kurdes que
la police avait considérés comme “les
meneurs” de 'initiative de la paix et arrétés le
16 septembre ont comparu devant la Cour
de stireté de 'Etat. Celle-ci a décidé d'écrouer
Mme. Selma Tanrikulu, membre du Conseil
national de HADEP, et de remettre en liberté
tous les autres prévenus.

A son arrivée i Bréme, en Allemagne, Mme.
Potthast, 57 ans, a donné une conférence de
presse sur son séjour mouvementé en
Turquie. Selon elle, le 3 septembre la police
turque a fait une descente violente dans son
hétel en brisant la porte de I'établissement.
Les policiers ont cherché 2 embarquer de
force les délégués étrangers en les tratnant par
les pieds. Bien que sa jambe soit coincée dans
la porte brisée, les policiers ont persisté A la
traner causant ainsi la section de sa jambe.
Au commissariat, les 24 occidentaux
interpellés ont été placés la face contre le mur
et injuriés. 3 heures plus tard, Mme. Ute
Steinberg qui avait le cou cassé et Mme.
Potthast ont été hospitalisées. Elles sont
restées 6 jours A I'hdpital sous la surveillance
permanente de deux policiers postés jour et
nuit devant la porte de leur chambre et dans
un climat dhostilité du personnel. Déférées
le 9 septembre devant le tribunal de Sisli,
elles se sont vu recommander par le juge
dagir 4 ['avenir autrement en revenant en
Turquie pour voir ses “beautés tourisiques et
non pour se méler de ce genre d'affaires”.
Pacifiste militante, Mme. Potthast, rentrée de
Turquie dans fauteuil roulant avec une jambe
cassée, se dit préte A repartir immédiatement
st cela peut contribuer 4 faire avancer la cause

de la paix.

* “JE NE PUIS DIRE QUE LA JUSTICE
DE MON PAYS EST INDEPENDANTE”
DECLARE LE PRESIDENT DE LA
COUR DE CASSATION. En inaugurant le




n 150-151 e Septembre-Odobxe

Bulletin de liaison et d'information ® 9

8 septembre l'année judiciaire 1997-1998, M.
Mehmet Uygun, président de la Cour de
cassation turque a déclaré devant un auditoire
comprenant le président turc et les chefs des
principaux partis politiques : “Je ne puis
affirmer avec fiersé que la justice de mon pays
est indépendante et parfaite. Je n'ai pas non plus
le bonheur de pouvoir dire que lindépendance
des juges est garantie chez moi”. Enumérant
ensuite la longue liste des exceptions 2 la loi
commune “entravant les poursuises contre les
fonctionnaires, contre les dépuiés et consre les
banquiers” sans toutefois évoquer les priviléges
des militaires et des policiers qui sont
quasiment intouchables en Turquie. Selon M.
Uygun, ce sont les hommes politiques, jaloux
de P'indépendance judiciaire, qui empéchent
celle-ci et ce sont souvent eux qui dans les
situations de crise font les frais de cette
absence d'indépendance. Il a invité ensuite
tous les Turcs, du président de la République
i la jeunesse éclairée, 3 défendre “sous les
principes et les réformes d Ataturk inscrits dans
la constitution”. Ces fameux principes érigés
en idéologie officielle de I'Etat nient
I'existence des Kurdes et leur culture en
Turquie.

+ UN PACIFISTE TURC CONDAMNE A
PLUS DE 22 ANS DE PRISON. Esber
Yagmudereli, avocat de profession et fervent
militant de droits de 'homme, avait fait appel
contre une peine de 10 mois prononcée 4 son
encontre par la Cour de Streté de I'Etat
d’Ankara pour un discours pour la paix et
contre la guerre du Kurdistan, il y a sept ans.
La Cour d'Appel a confirmé, le 16 septembre,
la sentence de fa Cour de Stireté de I'Erat. M.
Yagmurdereli, 52 ans, qui avait auparavant été
condamné 3 22 ans avec sursis, pour le méme
motif, doit ainsi purger une peine de 22 ans
et 10 mois de prison. “La liberté d'expression
est sous pression en Turquie. Es cest le combat de
tout un chacun qui veut militer en faveur de la
démocratie” a déclaré P'intéressé lors d’une
conférence de presse. Il a, par ailleurs, été 3
Porigine de I'initiative de la campagne “Un
million de signatures pour la paix”. Ce million
de signatures avait été solennellement

déposées au palais présidentiel en mai dernier.

Le 20 octobre la police turque a arréé
Pavocat E. Yagmurdereli, aprés un
programme télévisé auquel il a participé. La
presse turque dans sa grande majorité déplore
cette arrestation, et “sétonne” que Iarrét ait la
force de chose jugée et soit exécuté aussi
rapidement. Car les grandes affaires politico-
judiciaires, mettant en cause de nombreuses
personnalités sont,  ce jour, sans suivis réels.
Laffaire de M. Yagmurdereli n’est que
I'application de Particle 8 de la loi anti-
terroriste, par lequel prés d’une centaine
d’intellectuels croupissent actuellement
derritre les barreaux pour leurs opinions en
Turquie. Cet article est abondamment
critiqué et suscite de nombreuses réactions
téclamant son abrogation. M. Yagmurdereli a
d’ores et déj rejeté I'offre du président
Demirel lui accordant la grice présidentielle,
refusant “une amnistie spéciale”, il réclame la
levée des interdictions en matiére de liberté de
pensée. Ismail Cem, ministre des affaires
étrangeres, dans une interview accordée au
quotidien turc Sabah, paru le 29 septembre
97, avait qualifié la loi anti-terroriste de “loi
honteuse”. Le ministre allemand des affaires
éurangeres, Klaus Kinkel, a également critiqué
les arrestations d'intellectuels fondées sur cet
article. Deniz Baykal, président du parti
républicain du peuple (CHP), en déplorant
cette condamnation a rappelé que lors de la
révision de la loi concernant la presse, son
parti avait proposé une motion afin
d’empécher la menace de prison qui pesait sur
M. Yagmurdereli, mais le parti social-
démocrate (DSP) du vice-premier ministre
Biilent Ecevit sétait opposé A cette motion.

Toujours en vertu de larticle 8 de la loi anti-
terreur, Akin Birdal, président de
PAssociation des droits de 'homme, ainsi que
7 des 8 dirigeants de I'Association jugés avec
lui, ont été condamnés, le mercredi 22
octobre 1997, 2 des peines allant d'un 2 deux
ans de prison, par la Cour de Streté de I'Etat
d'Ankara. La Cour leur reproche d'avoir fait
de “la propagande séparatiste” lors de la

Journée mondiale pour la paix du premier
septembre 1996. M. Birdal souligne que la
Cour européenne des droits de 'homme, dans
un arrét du 14 avril 1997, s'est prononcée
pour la suppression de ces tribunaux
d’exception, établis par le coup d’Erat
militaire de 12 septembre 1980.

Toujours dans cette chronique judiciaire, M.
Mahmut Konuk, président du syndicat des
employés des professions médicales,
condamné 4 un an de prison 2 la suite de son
discours lors du Congrés pour la démocratie
des 26 et 27 décembre 1993-congrés auquel
Yachar Kemal avait également participé- sest
constitué prisonnier pour purger sa peine.

Cependant, au terme de la huitiéme audience
du procs itinérant des policiers accusés du
meurtre du journaliste Goktepe, 15
septembre dans la ville d'Afyon. Au cours de
cette audience houleuse, malgré I'objection
du procureur, la cour a mis en liberté 4 des 9
policiers poursuivis. Ceux-ci se sont plaints
davoir éé torturés durant leur garde 2 vue.
La famille du journaliste assassiné a accusé les
juges de se comporter en avocats des policiers
coupables de la mise & mort de leur fils.

+ DIX BARREAUX TURCS
DENONCENT LEMPRISE DE LA
MAFIA SUR UAPPAREIL DE LETAT.
Dans un communiqué commun, signé par les
présidents de barreaux de dix grandes villes,
dont ceux d’Istanbul et d’Izmir, affirmant que
I'Assemblée nationale et le gouvernement turc
n'ont pas rempli leurs fonctions. Au cours
d’une réunion A Istanbul, Yiicel Sayman,
président de barreau, affirme que le coup
d'Erat militaire du 12 septembre avait mis fin
a1 Etat de droit en assujettissant le droit au
service de I'Etat. 1l a ajouté qu au sein de la
puissance publique il existe des forces
politiques trés influentes qui s'adonnent 3
diverses pratiques illégales; meurtres, trafic de
drogues et d’armes, protection des membres
de la mafia, tortures et pressions de toutes
sortes. Ces moyens illégaux leur auraient
permis d'amasser une vraie fortune, investie




dans des régions touristiques et dans des
casinos. Il a visé 1 ce titre les milieux
politiques et économiques, les services de
renseignements, de polices, et des
fonctionnaires,

Par ailleurs, le député Mehmet Elkatmis, parti
de la prospérité (RP), président de la
commission d’enquéte sur I'affaire Susurluk, a
accusé Mustafa Kalemli, président de
I'Assemblée nationale, d'avoir soustrait du
rapport sur le scandale de Susurluk, les
documents concernant les forces militaires.
Elkatmis a souligné que lorsque M. Kalemli a
été mis au courant d’une éventuelle audience
du président Kenan Evren, qui aurait chargé
Abdullah Catli d'une affaire & Pétranger, le
président de I'Assemblée a demandé que
Paudience nait pas lieu. Elkatmis a affirmé
que Kalemli a retiré du dossier d’autres
documents parmi lesquels I'un faisait part du
transport d’héroine par voie d’hélicoptere
militaire. Kalemli, dans une interview
accordée au quotidien Hirriyet, a rétorqué en
soulignant qu'un rapport qui comptait 52000
documents ne pouvait tout contenir.

* SELON ADNAN KESKIN,
SECRETAIRE GENERAL DU PARTI
REPUBLICAIN DU PEUPLE (CHP), AU
KURDISTAN, DE1994 ET 1997, TROIS
HABITANTS SUR DIX ONT ETE
CONDUITS DEVANT LES COURS DE
SURETE DE LETAT. Dans une interview
accordée, le mardi 21 octobre 1997, au
quotidien turc Cumburiyet, Adnan Keskin,
secrétaire général du parti républicain du
peuple (CHP), s'est exprimé sur la situation
politique, économique et sociale du Sud-Est
(Kurdistan). Ii affirme que “daprés les données
officielles, plus de 1 320 000 habitants de la
région ont fast des demandes auprés des bureaux
daide sociale. Le nombre de nécessiteux est en
réalité trois & quatre fois plus important”.
Keskin a déclaré qu'entre 1994 et 1997, sur
54 272 personnes jugées par la Cour de stireté
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de I'Etat de Diyarbakir, 2192 ont été
emprisonnées et 4896 acquittées. “Au Sud-Es,
3 habitants sur 10 ont été conduits devant la
Cour” a-t-il ajouté. D'aprés le rapport intitulé
“Les services de santé de la région du projer
d’Anatolie du Sud-Est (GAP), établi par
I'université de Dicle, 10 lits pour 10 milles
personnes et un médecin pour 4625 malades
sont  la disposition des habitants dans les
hdpitaux de la région. Ce chiffre est d'un
médecin pour 9786 villageois, dans les régions
les plus éloignées. D’aprés un rapport de la
Direction de I'éducation de Diyarbakir, 158
instituteurs ont été tués, 50 autres blessés, 350
mutés, un millier sanctionnés et prés de 500
mis en garde 4 vue ces sept dernitres années
dans la région. Keskin conclut son interview
sur un triste constat ‘manque indéniable de
personnels dans les services de santé et
d'enseignement, recul des activités agricoles et
délevage, échec complet de la politique de la
privatisation -transport.des machines et autres
biens d'équipement des usines nouvellement
privatisées de la région, par les nouveaux
acquéreurs privés- pressions continuelles sur les
habitants, éonsidérés comme des coupables
potentiels des événements.”

« ACCORD MILITAIRE ENTRE LE
DANEMARK ET LA TURQUIE. D'aprés le
journal danois Jyllands-Posten, la Turquie et le
Danemark ont signé un accord militaire, par
lequel le Danemark sest engagé 4 fournir 12
avions de guerre et 3 déployer 420 de ses
militaires, en cas de conflit dans la zone sud
de OTAN. Le journal a précisé que I'accord
éait tenu secret par le gouvernement danois
en raison de la situation des droits de
Ihomme en Turquie. D'ailleurs la nouvelle a
été particulidrement mal accueillie par
Popinion publique danoise, qui s'est
remémoré 4 cette occasion ['affaire Kemal
Kog: Le Danemark avait saisi la Cour
européenne des droits de 'Homme en
accusant la Turquie d'avoir torturé, 'année
dernitre, ce ressortissant danois, d’origine
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kurde. La Turquie, quant 4 elle, avait décidé
de mettre fin 1 tout commerce d'armes avec le

Danemark.

« LES DEPENSES MILITAIRES DE LA
TURQUIE ATTEINDRONT §$ 6,8
MILLIARDS EN 1998. La Turquie, dont le
déficic budgéraire atteint $5 milliards, et la
dette extérieure $ 80 milliards, ne se prive
guére sur ses dépenses militaires. D’aprés le
rapport de !'Institut International d’Ecudes
Stratégiques (11SS), de Londres, la Turquie
qui avait réduit jusqu'a $4,6 milliards ses
dépenses budgétaires en 1997, a décidé de les
porter pour 'année 1998 4 $.6,8 milliards. Le
rapport note que la Turquie a
particulizrement augmenté ses dépenses en
armement entre 1984 et 1997, période
pendant laquelle les Etats-Unis ont été ses
principaux fournisseurs. Entre 1994 et 1996,
la France attire également Pattention pour ses
contrats passés avec la Turquie, ainsi que
Israél, qui en 1996, s'est engagé 4 fournir 54
avions de guerre F4, qui seront liveés en 2002.
Pour I'année en cours, 'Espagne a regu une
commande de 9 avions CN235 et les Etats-
Unis de 4 hélicopteres de type SH60, de la
part des autorités turques. Par ailleurs,
toujours d'aprés le rapport, 639 000 soldats
servent actuellement sous le drapeau turc, et
378 000 sont de réserve. De son cbté la police
turque compte 170 000 hommes en

uniforme.

Fin octobre, le général Shahak, chef d'état-
major de I'armée israélienne, a conclu avec la
Turquie, un accord militaite d'un montant de
$2 milliards, 4 la suite de sa visite officielle 2
Ankara. Lengagement concerne des fusées de
longue et moyenne portées- les fusées Popeye
I et Popeye 1I- mais aussi le systéme de
communication de I'armée turque, ainsi que
d'autres armes lourdes, qui seront
perfectionnées et modernisées par les
Israéliens.
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EN BREF, LA REVUE DE PRESSE

LA TURQUIE DECIDEE A REFUSER A LA
“ DELEGATION DE LA PAIX " LACCES A
DIYARBAKIR. (A.EP, ler septembre 1997),

pl.

UALLEMAGNE ACCORDE UN CREDIT
DE 415,5 MILLIONS DE MARKS A LA
TURQUIE. {A.EP, ler septembre 1997), p.1.

“ LE DIALOGUE DE SOURDS " DE POOS
A ANKARA. (Turkish Daily News, 2 septembre
1997), p.2.

LES KURDES IRAKIENS
RECONSIDERENT LEUR ROLE DANS LE
PROCESSUS D’ANKARA. Diplomates
occidentaux: “ Ce sont les Kurdes qui feront la
paix en Irak du Nord, nous ne sommes ici que
pour les aider ”. (Turkish Daily News, 3
septembre 1997), p.3.

RENTREE SCOLAIRE TURQUE SOUS LE
SIGNE DE UANTI-ISLAMISME. (Le Monde,
3 septembre 1997), p.4.

LA SYRIE CRITIQUE LE ROLE DES
ETATS-UNIS DANS LES MANOEUVRES
MILITAIRES TURCO-ISRAELIENNES.
(Turkish Daily News, 3 septembre 1997), pA4.

LES ACTIVISTES DE LA PAIX
INDESIRABLES EN TURQUIE. - Un
procédé dur du gouvernement Yilmaz sur la
question kurde. (Neue Ziircher Zeitung, 4
septembre 1997), p.5.

LA TURQUIE ACHETE CINQ
BATIMENTS DE GUERRE A LA FRANCE.
(Turkish Daily News, 5 septembre 1997), p.6.

LE SECRETAIRE A LA DEFENSE
BRITANNIQUE : “ PAS DE PREUVE POUR
INTERDIRE MED-TV . (Turkish Daily News,
5 septembre 1997), p.6.

LASSOCIATION TURQUE DES DROITS
DE UHOMME PREND A PARTIE LE
GOUVERNEMENT au sujet de l'interdiction
du Train de la Paix et des détentions. (Turkish
Daily News, 5 septembre 1997), p.7.

UN PARLEMENTAIRE SPD CONDAMNE

LINTERVENTION DE LA POLICE
TURQUE CONTRE DES PACIFISTES. - La
police turque réprime violemment une
manifestation pour la paix. (A.FP; Gamk, 5
septembre 1997), p.7, 8.

DES DIPLOMATES ISRAELIENS EN
VISITE, VISITENT LA REGION DU
PROJET DE GAP. (Turkish Daily News, 6
septembre 1997), p.8.

LES KURDES VEULENT LA PAIX.
Entretien avec Mgr. Gaillot. - Monseigneur
Gaillot s trouvait dans la ‘délégation pour la
paix’ qui a tenté, la semaine dernitre, de gagner
Diyarbakir, au Kurdistan turc. — TEMOIN
DU SORT DU PEUPLE KURDE EN
TURQUIE. - Yves Jouan revient du Kurdistan.
(L'Humanité, 5 septembre; Ouest France, 10
septembre 1997), p.9-10, 14.

LE GOUVERNEMENT RESERVE 18
TRILLIONS TL AUX FONDS
OPERATIONNELS POUR LE SUD-EST.
(Turkish Dasly News, 8 septembre 1997), p.10.

CEM: “ LUNION EUROPEENNE NE DOIT
PAS POSER DE PRECONDITIONS °.
(Turkish Dasly News, 8 septembre 1997), p.11.

TRENTE REBELLES KURDES TUES PAR
LARMEE TURQUE. (4.EP, 9 septembre
1997), p.12.

LA TURQUIE CHERCHE DES FONDS
POUR LE GAP “ Le GAP est le futur de toute
la Turquie, pas sculement du Sud-Est. Le projet
sera achevé vers 2005 pour un cofit de $32
milliards et il créera des opportunités d’emploi
pour 3,5 millions de gens. (Turkish Daily News,
9 septembre 1997), p.12.

KLAUS KINKEL CONSEILLE A ANKARA
DE “ FAIRE SES DEVOIRS * POUR
ADHERER A L'UE. (A.EP, 9 septembre
1997), p.13.

CEM: “ LES DROITS DE L'HOMME
SERVENT DE PRETEXTE POUR GARDER
LA TURQUIE HORS DE L'UNION
EUROPEENNE " (Turkish Daily News, 13
septembre 1997), p.14.
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LE MINISTRE D’ETAT AUX DROITS DE
LHOMME SAMI TURK: “ Le respect pour les
droits de lhomme est une affuire d éducation et de
changement de mentalité”. (Turkish Datly News,
15 septembre 1997), p.15-18.

LE GANG DE SUSURLUK RELACHE,
Ciller demande des excuses. (Turkish Daily
News, 16 septembre 1997), p.18.

LA QUESTION DE LEAU SECHAUFFE A
NOUVEAU. (Turkish Daily News, 13
septembre 1997), p.19.

L'IRAN TENTE DE TIRER PROFIT DE
L'AGACEMENT ARABE DEVANT LA
DIPLOMATIE AMERICAINE. (Le Monde, 13
septembre 1997), p.19-20.

MECONTENT DE LEUROPE ANKARA SE
TOURNE VERS LEST. (Turkish Dasly News,
15 septembre 1997), p.20-21.

IRAK ACCUSE D’INTERFERER DANS
DEUX NOUVELLES INSPECTIONS
D’ARMES DE LONU. (Turkish Daily News,
18 septembre 1997), p.21.

LA VISITE DE DEMIREL A LEGYPTE
CONDUIT A UN NOUVFAU PROCESSUS
AU MOYEN-ORIENT. (Turkish Daily News,
18 septembre 1997), p.22.

ANALYSE D'UNE INTEGRATION
REUSSIE. - Limmense nostalgie des Kurdes. -
Une jeune photographe américaine, Krista
Boggs, a vécu plusieurs semaines au sein des
familles kurdes irakiens installées en Auvergnes-
Limousin depuis 1989. Lexposition qu'elle
présente 3 Clermont traduit 'immense
nostalgie d’une population en exil. —
CLERMONT-FERRAND. Kendal Nezan,
président de {lInstitut kurde de Paris, érait
présent & Clermont le 18 septembre pour
inaugurer une exposition photographique
consacrée aux réfugiés. “ Une cause minoritaire
doit étre défendue au service de la démocratie,
de la paix et de I'avancement de ['humanité ”, 2
rappelé ce dernier. — K. NEZAN: LE
DOSSIER KURDE. (La Montagne, 19
septembre; Le Paysan d Auvergne, 26 septembre;
Télégrammes, Octobre 1997), p.22-23, 38, 53.

REFUGIES KURDES: LES NOUVEAUX
“ INDESIRABLES ”. (Athens News, 21
septembre 1997), p.24-25.




YILMAZ: “ BONN EST LA CLE.POUR
LENTREE DE LA TURQUIE DANS
L'UNION EUROPEENNE ”. (Turkish Daily
News, 22 septembre 1997), p.26.

LAUTEUR DU ROMAN DU
BANNISSEMENT YACHAR KEMAL: LA
GUERRE POURRIT LES DEUX PEUPLES
(KURDE ET TURC). (Turkish Daily News, 22
septembre 1997), p.27.

KHATAMI AFFIRME QUE LES
MANOEUVRES TURCO-ISRAELIENNES
POSENT “ UNE MENACE A LA
REGION ™. (Tuurkish Daily News, 23 septembre
1997), p.29-30.

LE NOUVEAU PRESIDENT IRANIEN
SOULEVE DES ESPOIRS. Les pays arabes et
méme Israél encouragés par les premiers pas.
(International Herald Tribune, 23 septembre
1997), p.30-31.

LE CALVAIRE DES REFUGIES EN
TURQUIE. (Gamk, 24 septembre 1997), p.31-
32.

TAMRAZ: “ JE N'AI JAMAIS PRIS DE
LARGENT DE CILLER; suise un pauvre gars
qui a besoin de son argent ? ", (Turkish Daily
News, 24 septembre 1997), p.32-34.

LA RUSSIE ET LES ETATS-UNIS
MONTRENT DU DOIGT LIRAN. Téhéran
fait “ des efforts vigoureux ” pour fabriquer des
armes atomiques affirme Gore. (International

Herald Tribune, 24 septembre 1997), p.34-35.

IRAN: CARMEE TURQUE PROPOSE UN
DIALOGUE DE HAUT NIVEAU. (Turkish
Daily News, 25 septembre 1997), p.35-36.

LES TROUPES TURQUES ENTRENT
DANS LE NORD DE LIRAK. Les
affrontements entre le PDK et I'UPK
continuent. (Turkish Daily News, 25 septembre

1997), p.35.

LA TURQUIE ATTAQUE DES REBELLES
KURDES EN TERRITOIRE IRAKIEN.
(Washington Post, 25 septembre 1997), p.35 -
36.

LA FRANCE VEND CINQ CHASSEURS
DE MINES A LA TURQUIE. (Le Monde, 26
septembre 1997), p.36.
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LA TURQUIE CONDAMNEE POUR
TORTURES. (I'Humanité, 26 septembre
1997), p.38-39.

LA TURQUIE PREMIERE EN EUROPE
POUR LES IMPORTATIONS D’ARMES.
(Turkish Daily News, 27 septembre 1997), p.39.

LES TROUPES TURQUES ET LE PDK
ENCERCLENT LE PKK LE LONG DE LA
FRONTIERE IRANIENNE. (Turkish Daily
News, 27 septembre 1997), p.39-40.

NOUVELLES OPERATIONS MILITAIRES
TURQUES AU NORD DE LIRAK. (Gamk,
27-28 septembre 1997), p.40.

LARMEE TURQUE NETTOIE LES CAMPS
DU PKK DETRUITS. (Turkish Daily News, 28
septembre 1997), p.40.

UN FABRICANT DE BOMBES
EMPOISSONNEES OFFRE DES SECRETS
SUR LE SANCTUAIRE KURDE. LE
TERRORISTE KURDE EN FUITE
REVELE... (The Obserser, 28 septembre 1997),
p-41-45.

LIRAK APPELLE LONU A CONDAMNER
LINCURSION MILITAIRE TURQUE.
(Turkish Daily News, 28 septembre 1997), p.46.

LA TURQUIE RENFORCE SES
OPERATIONS MILITAIRES EN DEPIT
DES REACTIONS INTERNATIONALES,
Llran et I'lrak appellent 2 un retrait immédiat
des troupes turques de I'Irak du Nord. (Turkish
Daily News, 29 septembre 1997), p.46.

TEXTES : LE PROBLEME KURDE. Par
Kendal Nezan. (Diasporiques, 4éme trimestre

1997), p.47-48.

LES ETATS-UNIS ACCUSENT LA
TURQUIE D’EMPOCHER LOR PILLE PAR
LES NAZIS. (France-Arménie, septembre
1997), p49.

“ BEKO ", FILM KURDE DANS LES
MONTAGNES D’ARMENIE. (France-
Arménie octobre 1997), p.52.

KOFI ANNAN APPELLE LA TURQUIE A
RETIRER SES TROUPES D'IRAK. (A.FP,
ler octobre 1997), p.53.
FRANCE ET

RUSSIE ~ POUR
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LAPAISEMENT EN IRAK. (Libération, ler
octobre 1997), p.53.

BONN SOUTIENT LA CANDIDATURE
DE LA TURQUIE A LUNION
EUROPEENNE. Les leaders allemands disent
4 Yilmaz qu'ils attendent d'abord des réformes
démocratiques 3 Ankara. (Turkish Daily News,
ler octobre 1997), p.54-55.

LUNION EUROPEENNE DONNE SON
SOUTIEN A LACCORD (GAZIER) IRAN-
TOTAL. (Turkish Dasly News, ler octobre
1997), p.56.

COMBATS: LE HEZBOLLAH AUX COTES
DU PKK, SELON LOPPOSITION
IRAKIENNE. (4.EP, 2 octobre 1997), p.57.

LE PART! ISLAMISTE RESTE LA
PRINCIPALE FORCE POLITIQUE
TURQUE. (A.EP, 2 octobre 1997), p.57-58.

REPRISE D'UNE CAMPAGNE CIVILE
CONTRE LES GANGS AU SEIN DE
LETAT. (4 EP, 2 octobre 1997), p.58.

SEPARER LES FAITS DES HYPOTHESES
DANS LA CRIE DES MISSILES IRANIENS
QUI COUVE. (International Herald Tribune, 3
octobre 1997), p.59.

LA SYRIE ET LIRAN DEPLOIENT DES
TROUPES AUX FRONTIERES, SELON LA
TURQUIE. (A.EP, 3; International Herald
Tribune, 4-5 octobre 1997), p.59-60.

CINQ MILITAIRES TURCS TUES LORS
D’UNE ATTAQUE REBELLE KURDE.
{A.EP, 3 octobre 1997), p.60.

ENQUETE DE LA COMMISSION
EUROPEENNE DES DROITS DE
LHOMME EN TURQUIE. (4.EP, 3 octobre
1997), p.60.

‘UN AVOCAT TURC A ETE CONDAMNE

A 23 ANS DE PRISON POUR DELIT
D’OPINION. - Larticle 8 de la loi

antiterroriste est abondamment critiqué. (Le

Monde, 4 octobre 1997), p.61.

ETATS-UNIS: LA GRECE NE SOUTIENT
PAS LE TERRORISME MALGRE LES
BASES DU PKK. (Turkish Daily News, 4
octobre 1997), p.61.




LAMERIQUE PEUT RESISTER A LA
COURSE A AIDER LIRAN. (International
Herald Tribune, 4-53 octobre 1997), p.62.

UARMEE TURQUE CONDAMNEE POUR
“ TRAITEMENT INHUMAIN ET
DEGRADANT " par la Cour européenne des
droits de I'homme, 2 Strasbourg. (Gamk, 4-5
octobre 1997), p.62-63.

BAGDAD: LA TURQUIE DEVRAIT SE
RETIRER DU NORD DE LIRAK. (Turkish
Daily News, 4 octobre 1997), p.63-64.

LA SYRIE DEMENT MASSER DES
TROUPES A LA FRONTIERE AVEC LA
TURQUIE. (4.EP, 4 octobre 1997), p.64.

LIRAK PREPARE LA RESISTANCE AUX
MESURES AMERICAINES. (Turkish Daily
News, 6 octobre 1997), p.64.

LE COIN IRANIEN ENTRE LAMERIQUE
ET LA FRANCE. (International Herald
Tribune, 6 octobre 1997), p.65.

LES ETATS-UNIS REPORTENT LES
SANCTIONS CONTRE LA FIRME
PETROLIERE FRANCAISE. (International
Herald Tribune, 6 octobre 1997), p.65-66.

LIRAK DIT QU'IL REPLIQUERA S'IL EST
A NOUVEAU ATTAQUE PAR L'IRAN.
(Turkish Daily News, 7 octobre 1997), p.66-67.

LES RELATIONS  AMERICANO-
FRANCAISES NE SOUFFRIRONT PAS DE
’ACCORD PETROLIER AVEC LIRAN,
affirme Cohen. (International Herald Tribune, 7
octobre 1997), p.67.

ANALYSTES: “ LE NOUVEAU GROUPE
DISSIDENT DU PKK EST SOUTENU PAR
LEUROPE ". (Turkish Daily News, 7 octobre
1997), p.68-69.

LE CHEF DU PKK ACCUSE LA TURQUIE
DE “ TURCOMANISER ” LE NORD DE
LIRAK. (A.EP, 7 octobre 1997), p.69-70.

NOUVEAUX RAIDS DE L'AVIATION
TURQUE SUR LE PKK DANS LE NORD
DE LIRAK. (4.FP, 7 octobre 1997), p.70.

LUPK AFFIRME QUE LE PDK A ECHOUE
DANS LE COMBAT CONTRE LE PKK.
(Turkish Dasly News, 8 octobre 1997), p.70.
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L'IRAN FUSTIGE LES ETATS-UNIS.
Téhéran critique le déplacement dans le Golfe
du porte-avions américain. (International Herald
Tribune, 8 octobre 1997), p.71.

CEM: “ LUNION EUROPEENNE FERME
POUR LE MOMENT SES PORTES A LA
TURQUIE ”. (Turkish Daily News, 8 octobre
1997), p71.

CITANT LES VIOLATIONS IRAKIENNES,
LES ETATS-UNIS intensifient les patrouilles
américaines. (International Herald Tribune, 9
octobre 1997), p.72.

ARRESTATION D’UNE DIZAINE DE
CLANDESTINS IRAKIENS. (Dernires
Nouvelles d’Alsace, 8 octobre 1997), p.72.

RAPPORT AU CONGRES AMERICAIN: La
fermeture du Refah affectera le dialogue
américano-turc sur les droits de 'homme.

(Turkish Dasly News, 9 octobre 1997), p.72-73.

ERBAKAN: “ DEMOCRATIE, DROITS DE
LHOMME, LIBERTE SIGNIFIENT LA PAIX
CIVILE”. (Turkish Daily News, 9 octobre
1997), p.73.

MESUT YILMAZ ADMET LE ROLE DE
UARMEE DANS LA FORMATION DE SON
GOUVERNEMENT. (4.FP, 10 octobre
1997), p.74.

UN TRIBUNAL D’ANKARA DEMANDE
LA PEINE CAPITALE CONTRE LE CHEF
DU PKK. (4.EP, 10 octobre 1997), p.74-75.

HEURTS ENTRE ISLAMISTES ET LA
POLICE : UNE CINQUANTAINE
D’ARRESTATIONS. (A4.EP, 10 octobre 1997),
p.75-76.

LE GROUPE KURDE IRAKIEN (PDK)
AFFIRME QU’IL A TUE 150 REBELLES
(DU PKK). (Reuter, 10 octobre 1997), p.76.

30 GROUPES CONSIDERES COMME
TERRORISTES PAR LES ETATS-UNIS.
(International Herald Tribune, 10 octobre
1997), p.77.

M. ECEVIT POUR UNE PRESENCE
DURABLE DE TROUPES TURQUES DANS
LE NORD DE LIRAK. (4.FP, 10 octobre
1997), p.77-78.
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10 PERSONNES TUEES DANS UN

ACCROCHAGE  ARME  ENTRE
VILLAGEOIS A LEST. (4.EP, 11 octobre
1997), p.78.

9 MEMBRES DES FORCES DE SECURITE
TURQUE ET 8 REBELLES KURDES TUES
A LEST. (A.EP, 11 octobre 1997), p.78, 79.

150 REBELLES DU PKK TUES PAR DES
PESHMERGAS. SELON LE PDK. (A.FP, 10
octobre 1997), p.79.

PRES DE 850 MORTS A LA SUITE DE
LINTERVENTION TURQUE DANS LE
NORD DE LIRAK. (A.EP, 12 octobre 1997),
p.79.

LE CONSEIL DE LEUROPE, UN SOMMET
INUTILE. (Le Monde, 10 octobre 1997), p.80.

LES LEADERS IRAKIENS DISENT QUE LE
PKK EST UNE SOURCE DE
PREOCCUPATION POUR L'IRAK AUSSI
BIEN QUE LA TURQUIE. (Turkish Daily
News, 13 octobre 1997), p.81.

LE CHEF DE LARMEE ISRAELIENNE VA
P POUSSER POUR UN ACCORD POUR
LA VENTE DE CHARS A LA TURQUIE. -
La visite de Shahak est un signe supplémentaire
d’une coopération militaire approfondie entre
les deux pays. (Turkish Dasly News, 13 octobre
1997), p.82.

DEBUT DU RETRAIT DES TROUPES
TURQUES DU NORD DE LIRAK. (A.EP,
13 octobre 1997), p.82.

UN RESPONSABLE AMERICAIN EN
TURQUIE POUR DES POURPARLERS
SUR CHYPRE. - Une opportunité pour I'lran
et peine nécessaire pour les autres. (International

Herald Tribune, 14 octobre 1997), p.83.

LE KURDISTAN IRAKIEN DEMEURE LE
THEATRE DES RIVALITES LOCALES ET
REGIONALES. - Larmée turque y pourchasse
2 nouveau les séparatistes kurdes du PKK. (Le
Monde, 14 octobre 1997), p.84.

L'IRAN $’ASSOUPLIT UN PEU, ALORS
QUE LE POUVOIR CHANGE
LAMUSEMENT EST DE RETOUR.
(International Herald Tribune, 14 octobre
1997), p.85.




LE PKK MENACE DE PROPAGER SES
ACTIONS EN TURQUIE. (4.EP, 15 octobre
1997), p.85-86.

COMBATS INTERKURDES EN IRAK. - A la
différence de 1996, Bagdad est beaucoup moins
impliqué. (Libération, 15 octobre 1997), p.486.

YILMAZ VA CHERCHER LE SOUTIEN DE
PARIS. (Turkish Daily News, 15 octobre 1997),
p.87. :

APPORT : 837 SEPARATISTES DU PKK
TUES. (Turkish Daily News, 15 octobre 1997),
p-87.

LA TURQUIE COMMANDE 5
HELICOPTERES A LITALIEN AGUSTA (49
M USD). {4.EP, 15 octobre 1997), p.88.

862 SEPARATISTES KURDES TUES DANS
LE NORD DE LIRAK, 35 EN TURQUIE.
(A.EP, 15 octobre 1997), p.88.

POURSUITE DES COMBATS INTER-
KURDES DANS LE NORD IRAKIEN: DES
DIZAINES DE MORTS. (A.EP, 16 octobre
1997), p.89.

ANKARA DEMENT UNE IMPLICATION
DANS LE CONFLIT INTER-KURDE DANS
LE NORD DE LIRAK. (4.EP, 16 octobre
1997), p.89. ’

SAMI ABDURRAHMAN: “ CECI EST UN
TOURNANT POUR LE NORD DE LIRAK ",
(A.EP, 17 octobre 1997), p.90.

L'UPK SE RETIRE DU PROCESSUS DE
PAIX D’ANKARA. — Ankara nie prendre parti
dans le combat entre les groupes kurdes irakiens.
(Turkish Daily News, 17 octobre 1997), p.91.

YACHAR KEMAL DIT QUE LES KURDES
SONT EN TETE POUR LA QUESTION
DES DROITS DE L'HOMME EN
TURQUIE. (Turkish Daily News, 17 octobre
1997), p.92.

LES KURDES IRAKIENS CONVIENNENT
D’UN CESSEZ-LE-FEU. (Reuter, 18 octobre
1997), p.92.

LES AFFRONTEMENTS DANS LE NORD
DE LIRAK AIDENT LE PKK. (Turkish Daily
News, 17 octobre 1997), p.93.
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LA MACHINE - DE  GUERRE
BACTERIOLOGIQUE DE SADDAM DOIT
ETRE CRAINTE. (/uternational Herald
Tribune, 18-19 octobre 1997), p.94.

LES GROUPES- KURDES IRAKIENS
RIVAUX MAINTIENNENT UN CESSEZ-
LE-FEU CHANCELLANT. (Turkish Daily
News, 19 octobre 1997), p.94-95.

MESUT YILMAZ, LE PREMIER MINISTRE
TURC, EXPLIQUE CE QU’IL ATTEND DE
L'UE. “ Nous voulons étre des c_andidats 3

IEurope 4 égalité avec les autres . (Libération,
18 octobre 1997), p.95-96.

LA FOIRE DU LIVRE ALLEMAND LOUE
KEMAL COMME UN AVOCAT
DESINTERESSE DES DROITS DE
LHOMME. - Le Chancelier Helmut Kohl
félicite Yachar Kemal et dit que les livres de
Pécrivain turc sont imprégnés d’une défense
passionnée de justice. (Turkish Daily News, 20
octobre 1997), p.96-97.

LE PDK AFFIRME QUE LES
FOURNITURES D’AIDE DE SECOURS DE
LUONU S’EFFECTUENT LIBREMENT.
(Turkish Dasly News, 21 octobre 1997), p.97-98.

PDK: “ LES ‘AFFRONTEMENTS
CONTINUERONT SI LUPK NE SE RETIRE
PAS . Les forces de Barzani affirment que
I'UPK est impliquée dans des violations de
cessez-le-feu. (Turkish Daily News, 21 octobre
1997), p.98.

LIRAK APPELLE LA FRANCE, LA RUSSIE
ET LA CHINE A OPPOSER LEUR VETO
AUX SANCTIONS. (Turkish Daily News, 21

‘octobre 1997), p.98.

LIRAN ET LUNION EUROPEENNE
VEULENT METTRE UN TERME A LA
“ CRISE DES AMBASSADEURS ”. Un
feuilleton diplomatique qui dure depuis six

mois. (Le Monde, 21 octobre 1997), p.99.

POLEMIQUE: LA REMISE DU PRIX DE LA
PAIX, DECERNE PAR LES LIBRAIRES
ALLEMANDS A LECRIVAIN YACHAR.
KEMAL A DONNE LIEU A UN ECLAT DE
G. GRASS QUI S’EN EST PRIS A LA
POLITIQUE TURQUE ~ DU

- GOUVERNEMENT DE BONN. (Le Mond,

21 octobre 1997), p.99.
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TEHERAN EST ACCUSE DE
DISCRIMINATION A UEGARD DE SES
MINORITES. (Le Monde, 21 octobre 1997),
p.100.

LES ETATS-UNIS ASSOUPLISSENT LEUR
POSITION SUR LIRAK MAIS LE CONSEIL
DE SECURITE DE LONU RESTE DIVISE.
{Turkish Daily News, 22 octobre 1997), p.100.

LAVOCAT TURC ESBER YAGMURDEREL!
CONDAMNE POUR DELIT D’OPINION,
A ETE ARRETE. - Plus de 70 personnes sont
toujours, aux termes de la loi antiterroriste, en

prison pour leurs écrits. (Le Monde, 22 octobre
1997), p.101. :

DES BOMBARDEMENTS TURCS FONT
PLUSIEURS MORTS DANS LE NORD DE
LIRAK, SELON LUPK. (4.EP, 23 octobre
1997), p.101.

LUPK ACCUSE LES TROUPES TURQUES
D’INTERVENIR AUX COTES DE SON
RIVAL. (A.EP; 23 octobre 1997), p.102.

M. KINKEL CONDAMNE LEMPRISON-
NEMENT DE DEFENSEURS DES DROITS
DE UHOMME. (4.EP, 22 octobre 1997),
p.103.

DEMIREL PRET A ACCORDER SA GRACE
A UAVOCAT ESBER YAGMURDERELI.
{A:EP, 23 octobre 1997), p.103-104.

LES ETATS-UNIS RENONCENT A LEUR
APPEL POUR DE NOUVELLES
SANCTIONS CONTRE  LIRAK.
(International Herald Tribune, 22 octobre 1997),
p.104.

LA TURQUIE, NOUVELLE ETAPE DE
LINTERNATIONALISATION D’EUROPE
1. {Le Monde, 22 octobre 1997), p.105.

DEUX CRISES EN IRAK. (/nternational
Herald Tribune, 23 octobre 1997), p.105.

DEUX AVOCATS DE TURQUIE NOMMES
RECIPIENDAIRES DU PRIX DES DROITS
DE 'HOMME ROBERT F. KENNEDY
1997. (Robert F Kennedy Memorial, 24 octobre
1997), p.106-107.

LA TURQUIE RECOMPENSE UNE FIRME
DE LOBBYING QUI AVAIT HEBERGE DES
KURDES PRO-PKK A WASHINGTON.
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(Turkish Daily News, 24 octobre 1997), p.108.

NOUVELLES TACTIQUES DU PKK DANS
LA REGION DE LA MER NOIRE. (Turkish
Daily News, 24 octobre 1997), p.109.

ETATS-UNIS: “ LES TURCS ONT RAISON
SUR L'IRAK DU NORD . (Turkish Dasly News,
24 octobre 1997), p.109.

UNE PLAINTE DE LEYLA ZANA ET DE
TROIS EX-DEPUTES KURDES ]UGEE
RECEVABLE. (4.EP, 24 octobre 1997), p.110.

LE MILITANT DES DROITS DE
LHOMME ESBER YAGMURDERELI
REFUSE D’ETRE AMNISTIE. (A.EP, 24
octobre 1997), p.110.

DAMAS DENONCE LA CREATION
D'UNE “ ZONE DE SECURITE " TURQUE
EN IRAK. (4.EP, 25 octobre 1997), p.111.

LUPK ACCUSE LA TURQUIE DE
NOUVEAUX RAIDS AERIENS CONTRE
SES POSITIONS. (4.EP, 25 octobre 1997),
p111-112.

PLUS DE 5.500 SEPARATISTES KURDES
TUES PAR LES TROUPES TURQUES EN
1997. (A.EP, 24 octobre 1997), p.112-113.

DE FORTES PRESSIONS PETROLIERES
SE  DEPLOIENT CONTRE LES
SANCTIONS CONTRE  LIRAN.
{International Herald Tribune, 24 octobre
1997), p.113.

LA TREVE ENTRE L'UPK ET LE PKK
PREND FIN, LES AVIONS TURCS
BOMBARDENT LA REGION LUPK DIT
QU’ELLE A ETE FRAPPEE PAR DES
BOMBARDEMENTS TURCS, la Turquie
affirme quelle a attaqué des cibles du PKK dans
la tégion. (Turkish Daily News, 25 octobre
1997), p.114.

PDK: LUPK NOMME DES GENS DU PKK
POUR LES ADMINISTRATIONS
LOCALES. (Turkish Dasly News, 25 octobre
1997), p.114.

PROTESTATION  CONTRE  LES
ARRESTATIONS DES MILITANTS DES
DROITS DE LHOMME. (Turkish Daily News,
25 octobre 1997), p.115.

LES FORCES TURQUES ONT ASSENE LES
PLUS GRANDS COUPS AUX
TERRORISTES EN 1997. Au cours des
opérations des dix mois derniers, six mille
tertoristes ont été capturés. (Turkish Daily News,

25 octobre 1997), p.115.

YAGMURDEREL! REJETTE TOUTE
AMNISTIE SPECIALE. (Turkish Daily News,
25 octobre 1997), p.115.

LE CHANCELIER KOHL SEN PREND A
GUNTER GRASS DANS LA POLEMIQUE
SUR LES ETRANGERS EN ALLEMAGNE.
(AEP, 26 octobre 1997), p.116.

DEMANTELEMENT D’UN RESEAU
D'IMMIGRATION TURC VERS LEUROPE
OCCIDENTALE. (A.FP, 26 octobre 1997),
p116.

A LONU, LES GRANDES PUISSANCES
S’OPPOSENT SUR L'TRAK. La France et
quatre autres membres du Conseil de sécurité se
sont abstenus, jeudi 23 octobre, lors du vote
d’une résolution d’inspiration américaine
prévoyant de nouvelles sanctions contre les
dirigeants de Bagdad. (Le Monde, 25 octobre
1997), p.117.

LES FACTIONS KURDES RETOURNENT
A LA GUERRE OUVERTE. (The Guardian,
25 octobre 1997), p.118-119.

LE DEPARTEMENT D’ETAT AFFIRME
QUE LES TURCS ONT FRAPPE LE PKK,
PAS LUPK. Les factions kurdes s'affrontent en
Irak prés de la frontitre iranienne. (Turkish
Daily News, 26 octobre 1997), p.119-120.

INFORMATION JUDICIAIRE CONTRE
NECMETTIN ERBAKAN POUR APPEL A
LA GUERRE SAINTE. (A.EP, 27 octobre
1997), p.120.

SES TROUPES ENCORE EN IRAK, LA
TURQUIE EST PRISE DANS LES
COMBATS INTER-KURDES. (International
Herald Tribune, 27 octobre 1997), p.121.

Y. KEMAL REND LUNION EUROPEENNE
CORESPONSABLE DES VIOLATIONS
DES DROITS DE LHOMME. (A.EP, 27
octobre 1997), p.121-122.

LA FRANCE QUITTE LE FRONT ANTI-
IRAKIEN. - Au Conseil de sécurité, Paris n'a

pas suivi les consignes de vote américaines.

(Libération, 26 octobre 1997), p.122.

LE PETROLE COMMENCE A COULER A
NOUVEAU DE LA CASPIENNE VERS
L'OUEST. - Les Azéris ouvrent un nouveau
oléoduc. {International Herald Tribune, 27
octobre 1997), p.123.

LA TURQUIE AFFIRME POUVOIR SE
PASSER D'UNE ADHESION A LUNION
EUROPEENNE . (A.EP, 27 octobre 1997),
p.124.

LES ETATS-UNIS AVERTISSENT LIRAK
SUR LES ARMES. (International Herald
Tribune, 28 octobre 1997), p.124.

A LA RECHERCHE DE SOLUTIONS
PACIFIQUES: LA TURQUIE, LES KURDES
ET LES PROBLEMES DES DROITS DE
LHOMME. (Turkish Daily News,

30 octobre 1997), p.125-127.

TURQUIE: ESBER YAGMURDERELI,
ECRIVAIN, AVEUGLE ET PRISONNIER.
Yagmurdereli, qui a déja purgé une peine de
quatroze ans, a été incarcéré le 22 octobre pour
une nouvelle période de vingt-trois ans. Son
crime ? Avoir réuni un million de signatures
pour la paix au Kurdistan. (Courrier
Internatioanl, N° 365, 30 octobre 1997), p.128-
129.

LCUNION EUROPEENNE CONSIDERE LA
TURQUIE COMME UN MEMBRE
FUTUR, SELON M. VAN DEN BROEK.
(A.FP, 31 octobre 1997), p.129.

LIRAK NE MONTRE AUCUN SIGNE DE
DEGONFLACE DANS LA QUERELLE A
LONU. (Turkish Daily News, 31 octobre 1997),
p.130-131.

LE NOUVEAU PRESIDENT DU
PARLEMENT EST ETHNIQUEMENT
KURDE. (Turkish Daily News, 31 octobre
1997), p.131.

BARZANI SENGAGE A POURSUIVRE LA
GUERRE JUSQU’AU DEPART DES
COMBATTANTS D’OCALAN DE LA
REGION - La Turquie déclare avoir tué 342
membres du PKK, et qu'elle occupe désormais
son campement au notd de ['Trak (A/ Hayat, ler
octobre 1997), p.132.




WASHINGTON RENOUVELLE SA MISE
EN GARDE A LIRAK, et n'exclut pas ['usage
de force. (A! Hayat, 10 octobre 1997), p.132.

WASHINGTON MET EN GARDE
TEHERAN CONTRE LA VIOLATION DE
LESPACE AERIEN PROTEGE IRAKIEN. {4/
Hayat, 2 octobre 1997), p.133. :

LARMEE TURQUE DECLARE : QU'ELLE
A COMMENCE “ UENCERCLEMENT "
DES COMBATTANTS D’OCALAN AU
NORD DE LIRAK. (Al Hayat, 2 octobre
1997), p.133.

WASHINGTON MET EN GARDE
BAGHDAD ET TEHERAN CONTRE LES
VIOLATIONS DE L'ESPACE AERIEN
PROTEGE. (4! Hayat, 9 octobre 1997), p.134.

DES VIOLENTS COMBATS AU NORD DE
LIRAK - Talabani reprend le combat contre le
Parti de Barzani aprés I'echec d’une réunion 4
Londres - Des officiers irakiens auraient été
exécutés, soupgonnés d’avoir préparé un
complot pour assassiner Saddam. (A/ Hayat, 9
octobre 1997), p.134.

SUITE AU LANCEMENT DES MISSILES
“ GRAD ” SUR LE QG DE BARZANI, LES
AMERICAINS PRESSENT TALABANI DE
CESSEZ-LE-FEU. (Al Hayat, 18 octobre
1997), p.135.
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20 MILLE KURDES ONT MANIFESTE AU
NORD DE LIRAK CONTRE LES RAIDS
TURCS - Une campagne irakienne contre les
efforts américains qui visent & aggraver les
sanctions contre elle. (A/ Hayat, 20 octobre

1997), p.136.

IRAN ET LES KURDES ET LA POLITIQUE
D’ASSASINATS. Analyse de Omeid Fateah. (4/
Hayat, 24 octobre 1997}, p.136.

LA SYRIE PROPOSE A LA TURQUIE “ DES
DISCUSSIONS SANS CONDITIONS "~ (4/
Hayat, 22 octobre 1997), p.137.

LE CESSEZ-LE-FEU EST PROLONGE AU
NORD DE LIRAK (A! Hayat, 22 octobre
1997), p.137.

* LE NORD DE LIRAK ENTRE KHADDAM
'ET UN REPRESENTANT DE TALABANI -

- Larmée turque se renforce et La Ligue des érats

arabes craint la répétition de I'expérience “ Zone
de sécurité " - Barzani accuse Talabani de mener
une campagne de déportation. (Al Hayat, 24
octobre 1997), p.138.

LE PDK D’IRAK ANNONCE LA
RECUPERATION DES POSITIONS DE
LUPK. - Les combats empéchent 'ONU de
distribuer les vivres 3 la population. (4 Hayat,
27 octobre 1997), p.139.

WASHINGTON CONTINUE SES EFFORTS
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POUR RENFORCER LACCORD DE
CESSEZ-LE-FEU AU NORD DE LIRAK - Le
Caire condamne les “ belligérents kurdes ”. (4/
Hayat, 28 octobre 1997), p.139.

LES COMBATS S'INTENSIFIENT AU
NORD DE LIRAK  MALGRE
LINTERVENTION AMERICAINE EN
FAVEUR DE CESSEZ-LE-FEU - Talabani
somme Barzani d'appliquer I'accord d’Ankara.
(Al Hayat, 15 octobre 1997), p.140.

TURQUIE : DEUX MORTS ET 19 BLESSES
DANS UN ATTENTAT A LA VOITURE
PIEGEE - LA POLICE SOUPCONE
LIMPLICATION D'OCALAN. (A/ Hayat, 20
octobre 1997), p.141..

APRES LA REPRISE DES COMBATS
INTER-KURDES LES ETATS-UNIS
CRITIQUENT LA TURQUIE ET
METTENT EN GARDE LIRAK ET LIRAN.
(Al Hayas, 25 octobre 1997), p.141.

NOUVEAUX COMBATS ENTRE LES
MILICIENS DES PARTIS DE BARZANI ET
TALABANI - Pour la premitre fois depuis 1990 des
médicaments arrivent en Irak par voie aérienne.

(ASHARQ AL-AWSAT, 14 octobre 1997), p.142.

ANKARA ANNONCE LE DEBUT DE
RETRAIT DE SES TROUPES DU NORD
DE UIRAK. (ASHARQ AL-AWSAT, 14 octobre
1997), p.143. :
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iz e La Turquie décidée a refuser a la "délégation de la paix" I'acces a Diyarbakir
15:10 GMT, ...............................................................................................................
s tm b i DIYARBAKIR (Turquie), ler sept (AFP) - Une partie des membres d'une "délégation de la
ptembre

i paix", un moment stoppée sur la route de Diyarbakir (sud-est) ol elle veut se rendre, a
! poursuivi sa route a bord de sept autocars mais ne sera pas autorisée a pénétrer dans la ville,
©AFP. 1997 | a-t-on appris lundi de source policiére.

1997

- ; ! Les autorités turques ont en effet pris d'importantes mesures pour ne pas laisser entrer dans
5 i Diyarbakir (sud-est de la Turquie) cette délégation formée d'activistes turcs et étrangers qui

! voulaient s'y rendre pour promouvoir la recherche d'une solution pacifique a la question

{ kurde en Turquie.

Les policiers ont l'ordre de stopper les sept autocars a quelque kilométres de Diyarbakir, a-t-on
i précisé de méme source.

! Ces autocars transportent une partie de la délégation et ont été autorisés a poursuivre leur

i route vers Diyarbakir aprés avoir été un moment immobilisés prés de Sanliurfa, a quelque

i 175 km au sud-ouest. Le reste de la délégation, dont on ignore le nombre exact de membres, a
i da rebrousser chemin.

i Le groupe comprend des membres du Parlement européen, des militants des droits de

: 'Homme et des représentants d'Eglises et de plusieurs associations professionnelles turques
! et étrangeres, selon l'association allemande de défense des droits de 'Homme "Appel de

i Hanovre", qui organise ce voyage a l'occasion de la Journée mondiale de la paix.

{ Diyarbakir est le chef-lieu du sud-est anatolien a majorité kurde et le siége de la

i super-préfecture qui administre l'état d'urgence, en vigueur depuis dix ans dans la région,

i contre la rébellion armée du Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, séparatiste). Sanliurfa
! ne fait pas partie de la zone sous état d'urgence.

; Par ailleurs, prés de 470 personnes ont été mises en garde a vue lundi a Diyarbakir pour

: empécher I'organisation d'une éventuelle manifestation dans le centre de la ville, a-t-on
i indiqué de source policiére. La plupart de ces personnes pourraient étre remises en liberté
i dans la soirée, selon la méme source.

: Les autorités turques estiment que les organisateurs du voyage ont des liens avec le PKK.
i Elles ont affirmé qu'"aucune manifestation en faveur de l'organisation terroriste ne sera
i autorisée”, en référence au PKK.

Str-ce/od eaf

AR e L'Allemagne accorde un crédit de 415,5 millions de marks a la Turquie
02 G, e A e
Se t01 bre ! FRANCFORT (Allemagne), ler sept (AFP) - L'Office public allemand de crédit pour la
ptem :

¢ reconstruction (KfW) a annoncé lundi a Francfort avoir accordé un prét de 415,5 millions de

1997 i marks (230 millions de dollars) 4 la Turquie.

AFP 1997

. En contrepartie, plusieurs contrats seront conclus avec des entreprises allemandes, tels la
i construction d'un tramway a Bursa (ouest de la Turquie) sous la direction du groupe
i allemand Siemens AG, une station d'épuration ou la protection d'un parc naturel.

Sur le total de la somme prétée, 275,5 millions proviennent du budget du ministére allemand
: de la Coopération et 140 autres des marchés financiers, a précisé I'Office.

ha/are
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Poos’ ‘dialogue of the deaf’ in Ankara

EU’s term president Jacques
Poos, who is considered by
Turks as ‘unfriendly to this
councry,’” says nothing new
about Turkey’s EU bid, and
brings up all the issues in
his talks in Ankara which
are considered ‘anathema’
by Turkish officials

Ankara - Turkish Daily News

® Repeating the European
Union’s known stance the
Union’s term president Jacques
Poos, said on R'londay that
Turkey remained eligible for
membership in this grouping
provided it fullilled certain cri- g
teria.

Poos who was in Ankara for
a working visit said, “Turkey is

zgt"of the enlargement of the

After his three-and-a-half
hour meeting with Foreign
Minister Ismail Cem, Poos told
reporters that there are condi-
tions to start the negotiations
with Turkey for full member-
ship. “We cannot start to nego-
tiate with Turkey for full mem-
bership before these conditions
are met. These conditions are
good neighborly relations with
Greece, a constructive attitude
towards Cyprus and the solu-
tion of the Kurdish question.

Poos’ remarks brought noth-
ing new to his visit to Ankara
and left many analysts wonder-

ing why this visit had taken .
place. ‘
Foreign Minister Ismail
- Cem has been trying to calm
Turkish anger over the
European Commission’s :
" refusal to include Turkey in the
list of countries with whom it
is recommending membership
talks to begin in 1998.

Cem has been saying that while
Turkey remains on course for even-
tual membership the Commission’s
recommendation is not something
“that will darken Turkey’s hori-
zon.”

He has also been saying in this
context that Turkey has other
options in terms of its international
relations and should not be looking

Poos, bringing up a subject
which is highly sensitive to Ankara,
referred to “the Kurdish issue,” and
maintained that dialogue must be
opened on this issue.

He did not clarify who the sides
to this dialogue are or should be. He
also called for “a political solution

for the Kurdish issue,” a suggestion

which is anathema to .

*“The Cultural autonomy of
Kl}gds must be recognized” Poos
said. 4

Stating that the problem of
human rights is seen in many coun-
tries, Ismail Cem told reporters that
concerning the solution of the prob-
lems with Greece, not only the two
parties but also the third parties
should prove that they were ready
to make positive efforts.

Also declaring that Turkey was
eligible for EU membership, Poos
pointed out that the same conditions
were being asked from states such
as Slovakia.

His putting Turkey in the same
category as Slovakia was noted by
analysts. Slovakia today is the butt
of strong European criticism over
its human rights record. '
'‘Before it is too late...'

Following his long talks with
Cem, Poos met with Prime Minister

‘Mesut Yilmaz. Yilmaz told

reporters before the meeting that
they would try to prevent the EU

-from making “a mistake which will
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Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz, before his meeting with Jacques Poos, the term 5

resident of the EU, pointed out that they will discuss the uncertainty in EU- -
urkish relations and said that Turkey will try to prevent the EU from making a
big mistake which will also harm itself. TDN Ali Fuat Ulay

simply to Europe. also be harmful for the EU itself.”

“In our meeting with Mr. Poos,
we will also discuss our customs
union with the EU which is facin
problems because of the failure o%
the EU to fulfill its responsibili-
ties,” Yilmaz said.

Luxembourg will host a key
summit in December which will
determine whether to accept the
European Commission’s recom-
mendation and start accession talks
with a small group of countries plus
“ ¥prus” meaning Greek Cyprus.

urkey is not only annoyed at
not being included in this list but is
also angry at the inclusion of
“Cyprus” in the list. The Turkish
side says the Greek Cypriots do not
represent Turkish Cypriots and can
not therefore negotiate EU mem-
bership on behalf of the whole
island. '

Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf
Denktas has said that if the EU
starts negotiations with the Greek
Cypriots he will pull out of the
Cyprus talks.

00s, in remarks that negatively
coloured his visit to Ankara before,
insisted in Athens just before arriv-
ing in Turkey that the EU would go
ahead with these talks.

On Sunday Poos told reporters in
Ankara that if he were a Turk he
would push for the membership of
Cyprus in the EU.
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Iraqi Kurds reconsider
role in Ankara process

Western diplomats: ‘It is
the Kurds who will make
peace in Northern Iraq, we
are only here to help them’

SAADET ORUC
Ankara - Turkish Daily News

= As Iragi Kurdish parties failed to
achieve their goals through the ongo-
it;]xg Western initiative in nortwl‘ljexgl Taq,

e Ankara process, s y
U.S., Britain and Turg;'\,sgegan to fal-
ter, leaving behind the remnants of
disappointment on the part of Kurdish
factions.

While the main items of the Ankara

ss declarations are unable to be
implemented, such as the sharing of
border revenues, which is the key
obstacle to peace in northern l.r:ﬂ,
Washington reportedly has failed to
bring the two nval Iragi Kurdish fac-
tions together in the U.S. capital.

Both the Massoud Barzani-led
Kurdistan Democratic Par?a(KDP)
and the Jalal Talabani-led Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) reportedly
started to reevaluate their nce in
the Turkish-, British- and U. S.-spon-
sored Ankara process which was initi-
ated to bring peace and stability to
northern Iraq.

Soon after recent talks between
Jalal Talabani and the sponsors of the
Ankara process, the KDP began to be
forced to compromise on the sharing
of border revenues, according to north-
em Iragi sources.

In addition, Shazad Saib of the
PUK’s Ankara office claimed on
Tuesday that the KDP was given
many advantages under the umbrella
of the Ankara process. )

“The Ankara s turned into a
disaster for us. We are sure that in one
day, Turkey could solve all of the

blems. The Iragi Kurds think that
x;‘1":)1'key is backing the KDP and that
Turkey is helpinf the KDP, in terms of
money, arms and the border revenue
issue. The KDP is using Turkish
artillery against us,” Saib told the
TDN

Senior KDP officials, criticizing the
uncertainty of the sponsors of the
process — especially that of
the United States — towards Iraq, said
that the increasing violations of the
cease-fire on the part of the PUK have

become regular since Talabani’s trip to
Washington, London and Ankara,
where he was wamed by these govern-
ments not to escalate tension and also
to cut his ties to Iran.
/;llsc;_ refen';]ng to earlier Iranian pro-
sals for an alternative peace
or northern Iraq, the sargga sougcrgscess
added that Tehran had increased its
ressure on Tehran to prevent further
]ihrki sh incursions.

iran and Syria: ‘For
or against a weak PKK?
“It is not in the interests of Syria or
Iran to have a weak PKK in the region,
and the Syrians view such moves as
indirect pressure on them to fall in line
with theII’Vﬁddle East peace process.
Saddam’s regime is artificially kept on
stage to threaten the oil-rich (.{ulf
states and to allow the West to control
its oil taps. The threat of Iranian incur-
sions in the région has not yet dimin-
ished, and Saddam has always been a
0od barrier in blocking the sYrcad of
damentalism, which was cleart
exercised in the eight years of the Iran-
Iraq war,” one of the well-informed
sources from northern Iraq commented
to the TDN.

Showing signs of disappointment
because of U.S.-led Western policy
towards Iraq, the same official said
that the Kurdish card was being played
to the fullest by all interested parties
for different aims and purposes, but
what all of them have in common is to
prevent the establishment of an inde-
pendent Kurdisli entity.

Difficult juncture In
Kurdish history
“The Kurdish leaders are told by
Western allies to keep their distance
from Baghdad, but yet their problem is
an internal one which has to
resolved within Iraq. For this reason
alone, the Kurds are at a historical
{'Juncture in their history. The one-mil-
ion-dollar question for Barzani and
Talabani is whether or not to make
peace with a weakened Ba
regime and obtain the maximum num-
ber of Kurdish demands in the form of
autonomy or even federation, or wait
for developments upon the instructions
of the West, such as a change of
regime and the democratization of
Iraq,” were the words of an Iraqi
Kurdish politician who was complain-
ing about the uncertainty of the West
towards Irag.

September 3, 1997
.

Turkish Daily News

PUK does not take Barzani’s
call for peace seriously
In addition, a call for peace with the
PUK was made on Sunday by
Massoud Barzani in the regional capi-
tal of Arbil at a rally marking the first
anniversary of the city’s capture from
the PUK by his troops. Barzani was
quoted as inviting Talabani to Arbil to
hold talks and discuss all aspects of the
internal crises. Barzani said he was not
repared to hold talks outside Iraqi
urdistan, referring to the mainly
Kurdish enclave in the north.

Shazad Saib, representative of the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan told the
TDN that Barzani should have known
that Talabani would never come to
Arbil.

“It looks like a new joke, just like
previous ones — it does not seem seri-
ous. Everybody knows that the sincere
initiative was the Ankara process. He
can implement that. He knows that
Talabani will not go to Arbil, which is
an Iragi-controlled city. Mr, Barzani is
always trying to run away from the
reality of implementing peace. It
seems that Barzani wants to flee from
the Washington talks, that’s why he’s
bringing something new. Even as late
as Aug. 16th, Barzani said that the
wanted a solution with the central Iragi
government,” Saib said.

During the recent visit of the PUK's
Jalal Talabani to the United States, it
was suﬁgsted that a meeti‘r;& be held
in Washington in August. Western
diplomats talking to the TDN said that
it was the Iraqi Kurds who would
decia?e on the futfuxe of Irag. “The t;m'-
torial integrity o is respected
us. But Sagc?dtzm sl]:(:ﬂd andpvsxgll go,y
and it is the Iraqi tEeo le themselves
who will decide the fgte of the coun-
try. Similar to that, concerning the
continuation of the Ankara process,
they have to do their best for peace in
northern'Iraq. We, as sponsors, are
only helping them,” said a senior
Western diplomat, who is focusing on
northern Iraq.

Addit , the Supervi Peace
Monitoring Group (SP&G) held its
regular weekly meeting on Tuesday
with the participation of Turkmen,
PUK, KDP, Bntish, Turkish and U.S.
representatives.
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Rentrée scolaire turque sous le signe de I'anti-islamisme

ISTANBUL
de notre correspondante

A Papproche d’'une rentrée sco-
laire qui s’annonce chaotique, pré-
vue le 15 septembre dans la plupart
des écoles publiques, les préfets des
provinces turques ont regu de
strictes instructions d’augmenter
les mesures de sécurité. Deux se-
maines aprés 'adoption par le Par-
lement turc de la nouvelle loi sur
I'éducation, qui prévoit la prolon-
gation-de cinq 2 huit ans de la sco-

" larité obligatoire dans I’enseigne-
ment laique, interdisant de fait les
écoles coraniques aux éleves du se-
condaire, la polémique continue en
effet, et la dispute entre laiques et
islamistes ne semble pas pres de se
calmer. :

« Nous nous opposerons @ tous
ceux qui essaient de créer une res-
semblance entre cette patrie magni-
fique et 'Iran ou 'Algérie, a ceux qui

LE MONDE / MERCREDI 3 SEPTEMBRE 1997

veulent initier une lutte fratricide en

utilisant cette grande religion qu’est
Pislam »,.a_déclaré le premier mi-
nistre, Mesut Yilmaz, dans la ville
de Tekirdag, située sur les rives de
la mer de Marmara, & Pouest d'Is-
tanbul, attaquant I'islam politique.
-Alors que les manifestations et
les arrestations de protestataires se
- multiplient A la sortie des mos-

quées, Popposition des islamistes a .

cette réforme voulue par la trés
laique armée turque prend par mo-
ments des tournures plus vio-
lentes : ainsi un groupe de cent cin-
quante personnes a attaqué,
dimanche soir, les locaux de la
¢hafne de télévision ATV qui,

comme la plupart des médias na-

tionaux, soutient les efforts du gou-
vernement contre les « forces réac-
tionnaires ». « Une telle attaque
contribue a exposer le véritable vi-
sage des agresseurs et démontre que
vous.avez raison », a déclaré M. Yil-
maz dans un message de soutien
adressé a ATV. -

« GUERRE LEGALE » o
Malgré leur victoire, les institu-

tions. républicaines; -qui sont-déja -

parvenues a écarter du pouvoir la
coalition dirigée par Necmettin Er-
bakan et 2 faire adopter la réforme
de I'enseignement, continuent de
s’achamer contre les membres de

Pancien gouvernement. Ainsi le .

procureur Vural Savas, qui avait

déja initié la procédure judiciaire’

aupres de la Cour constitutionnelle
qui pourrait mener 2 la fermeture
du Parti de la prospérité de Nec-
mettin Erbakan, a intenté un nou-
veau procés contre un des anciens
ministres, Abdullah Gul, accusé
d’avoir «insulté et ridiculisé les
forces armées et le systéme judi-
ciaire ». 1l avait apparemment dé-
claré, lors d'une interview télévisée,
que Parmée était a I'origine de la
procédure légale contre son parti.
Toujours 2 la recherche de mal-
versations susceptibles de discrédi-
ter le parti de M. Erbakan, les mé-
dias turcs ont trouvé un nouveau
scandale a se mettre sous la dent:
selon la presse, 10 millions de dol-
lars offerts par le dirigeant libyen,
le Colonel Kadhafi, qui devaient
&tre envoyés aux combattants tché-

chénes, auraient été détournés par
des membres du Parti de Ia prospé-

rité. Plusieurs personnalités

proches de Necmettin Erbakan ont
été interrogées dans le cadre de
Penquéte ouverte 2 la suite de ces
accusations, rejetées avec véhé-
mence par I'ancien ministre de la
justice.Sevket Kazan, qui a annoncé

de son c6té le début d’'une « guerre ’
légale » contre les médias qui dissé-

minent de « fausses informations ».

Dans: leur lutte contre-jes isla-
mistes, les défenseurs de la laicité
se toument une fois de plus vers
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, le fonda-

teur de la République, dont le por-
trait domine tous les batiments pu-

blics, et qui est, plus que jamais,
devenu le symbole méme de la lai-
cité. Ainsi, des milliers de Tuxcs, en-
couragés par les médias et les partis

de gauche, ont voté en masse - sur -

Internet, par fax ou par courrier -

pour leur héros, dans un sondage -

organisé par le magazine américain
Time qui souhaitait dresser une
liste des cent personnalités les plus
importantes du vingtiéme siécle.
Chaque jour, la presse rapporte
avec le plus grand sérieux les pro-
grés du pere de la Turquie moderne
dans un palmarés dont les critéres
n’ont pas été définis avec beaucoup
de précision, puisque Ataturk se
trouve notamment en compétition

avec la chanteuse Madonna, Adolf -

Hitler et le dirigeant de la secte des
Mormons, ces derniers s’étant ap-

_paremment mobilisés en masse.

Nicole Pope

Syria slams US role in

Compiled from wire dispatches - TDN

m Following the reports that the contro-
versial joint military exercise between
Israel, '}‘urkcy and the United States
will be held in mid-Movember, reac-
tions started to escalate in Arab capitals.
Syria, on Tuesday, expressed “astonish-
‘ment” at an announcement that the
United States would participate in
Turkish-Israeli naval war games, while
Washington prepared to rescue the
Middle East peace process, :

*The announcement of the war
games, while U.S. Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright prepared to visit
the region to rescue the peace talks, is
astonishing and could not be under-
stood,” a Syrian foreign ministry
spokesperson said. ,

He told Reuters the announcement

‘Turkish-Israeli war games

was “‘a desperate attempt to pressure
Syria to change its principled stand. But
everybody should understand that Syria
will not change its position in the peace
talks with Israel, which is firm,” he con-
tinued. :

Albright, who will make her first
tour of the Middle East next week, will
visit Syria to try to break a deadlock in
the Syrian-Israeli peace talks, which
broke off over a year ago.

The TDN on Tuesday reported that
three countries will hold a military
maneuver, which will include mainly
search and rescue operations, between
Nov. 15-25, despite earlier reports that
it will been delayed or will be held in
October. The Syrian spokesperson
rejected any justifications that the

games were for rescue and search oper-

ations, saying the manoeuvres were

military exercises, to be held only few
kilometers from the Syrian border.
Syria, which has a number of dis-
putes with Turkey over the sharing of
the river Euphrates and “terrorism”
charges, had strongly condemned the
Turkish-Israeli military cooperation.
_ To date, Turkey and Israel have
signed two military agreements, which
ashington has looked warmly upon.
One is a military training cooperation
agreement, signed in February 1996.
'l%e second agreement, signed in
August last year, incorporated a defense
industry cooperation deal. Israel is also
currently upgrading 54 Turkish F4
fighters under a $632 million deal.
Following criticism from Arab and
Middle East countries, which have said
that Turkey, as a Muslim country, is
betraying the Arab world by cooperat-
ing with Israel, Turkey and Israe

‘reportedly continue to strengthen

defense ties, taking new steps to evalu-
ate threats against them, cooperating in
new defense projects and working on
Joint military maneuvers on the world’s
slippery stage, the Middle East.
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Unerwiinschte Friedensaktivisten in der Tiirkei
Hartes Vorgehen der Regierung Yilmaz in der Kurdenfrage

Ein tiirkischer Staatsanwalt hat am Mittwoch die Ausweisung von zwei Schweizer Gewerk-
schaftern angeordnet. Diese waren einen Tag zuvor im Rahmen einer Friedensaktion fiir das
kurdische Siidostanatolien festgenommen und des Widerstands gegen die Staatsgewalt be-
schuldigt worden. Die Regierung Yilmaz bezeichnete die Friedensaktion als Provokation
kurdischer Terroristen und rechtfertigte die massive Gewaltanwendung der Sicherheitskrifte.

it. Istanbul, 3. September

Am Dienstag und Mittwoch sind in Istanbul
mehrere auslindische Teilnehmer einer Friedens-
aktion fiir Kurdistan, unter ihnen der Co-Prisi-
dent des Ziircher Gewerkschaftsbundes, Albert
Gubler, verhaftet und mit einem Landesverweis
belegt worden. Die Verhafteten waren gemeinsam
mit rund 300 Teilnehmern aus Europa, den USA
und Afrika im Rahmen der Aktion «Friedenszug
Musa Ander» am vergangenen Wochenende in
der Tiirkei eingetroffen, um am Montag, dem
Weltfriedenstag, in der kurdischen Stadt Diyarba-
kir fir ein Ende des Kriegs in Siidostanatolien
und fiir eine friedliche Lésung der Kurdenfrage in
der Tiirkei zu demonstrieren. Knapp 80 Kilo-
meter ausserhalb Diyarbakir wurden die sieben
Busse mit den mehrheitlich auslindischen Dele-
gierten von Panzerfahrzeugen und Helikoptern
aufgehalten. Die fremden Besucher wurden ange-
wiesen, das unter Ausnahmezustand stehende
Kurdengebiet umgehend zu verlassen.

Verhinderte Pressekonferenzen

Doch auch die Riickreise in den Westen der
Tiirkei erwies sich als schwierig. An der Einfahrt
nach Ankara wies die Polizebyden Konvoi an, un-
verziiglich weiter nach Istanbul zu fahren. Weder
der Protest des Vorsitzenden des tiirkischen Men-
schenrechtsvereins, Akin Birdal, der in Ankara
bereits eine Pressekonferenz vorbereitet hatte,
noch ein einstiindiger Sitzstreik der Delegierten
vermochten daran etwas zu 4ndern. Unweit Istan-
buls wurde der Konvoi an einer weiteren
Strassensperre erneut aufgehalten. Als Polizisten
versuchten, einige kurdische Delegierten aus dem
Bus hinauszureissen, haben sich Schweizer Frie-
densaktivisten dagegen gewehrt. In einem folgen-
den Handgemenge mit Polizeikriften wurden
mehrere Delegierte verletzt. Gubler, ein weiterer
Schweizer und acht tiirkische Biirger wurden fest-
genommen. Thnen wird vorgeworfen, Widerstand
gegen die Staatsgewalt geleistet zu haben. Ein
Staatsanwalt hat am Mittwoch die Ausweisung
der Schweizer verordnet. '

Die Obrigen Delegationsmitglieder wurden be-
reits am Dienstag im Istanbuler Hotel Mim unter
‘Hautsairest gestellt. Eine Prestékonfererz, dié ‘am
Mittwoch vormittag in Istanbul im Hotel Pera-
Palace hitte stattfinden sollen, wurde kurzerhand
von der Stadtverwaltung abgesagt. Laut Augen-
zeugen hatte die, Bereitschaftspolizej, das Gebigt
um das Pera-Palace-Hotel umstellt. Als die Dele-

gationsmitglieder dann die Pressekonferenz kurz-
fristig auf den Nachmittag im Hotel Mim ankiin-
deten, haben Sicherheitskrifte das Hotel ge-
stirmt. Mehrere Delegationsmitglieder, unter
ihnen zwei Schweizerinnen, sind laut Angaben
tiirkischer Medien dabei verletzt und festgenom-
men worden.

Widerspriichliche Zeichen

Die massive Gewaltanwendung der Sicher-
heitskriifte hat die Regierung Yilmaz bisher mit
der Argument einer versuchten Provokation sei-
tens der kurdischen Arbeiterpartei (PKK) gerecht-
fertigt. Die gesamte Friedensaktion sei von der
PKK organisiert und als Propagandamittel einge-
setzt worden. Die auslindischen Delegierten
durften nicht in Diyarbakir einreisen, weil die
Sicherheitskrifte eine weitere Provokation von
Terroristen befiirchtet hitten, gab das tiirkische
Aussenministerium bekannt.

In der Kurdenfrage verfangt sich die Regierung
Yilmaz wie zuvor schon ihre Vorgingerinnen in
Widerspriichen. So wurden im Rahmen des Welt-
friedenstags unter dem Verdacht des Terrorismus
landesweit rund 1000 Personen festgenommen.
Angesichts der Tatsache, dass die Regierung erst
vor kurzem die endgiiltige Niederlage der PKK
feierlich angekiindigt hatte, erscheint diese An-
zahl von Verhafteten doch auffallend hoch. Auf
der Liste der Inhaftierten figurieren bekannte tiir-
kische Gewerkschafter und Persénlichkeiten wie
Tomris Ozden. Sie ist die Witwe eines hochrangi-
gen tiirkischen Offiziers, der jahrelang in Siidost-
anatolien im Kampf gegen die kurdischen Rebel-
len die tiirkischen Spezialtruppen befehligt hatte.
Seit seinem gewaltsamen Tod setzt sich Frau
Ozden unermiidlich fiir eine friedliche Losung in
Siidostanatolien ein.

Die tiirkischen Sicherheitskrifte scheinen in der
Kurdenpolitik weiterhin einer harten Linie zu fol-
gen. Die Aufforderung des EU-Ratsvorsitzenden,
des luxemburgischen Aussenministers Poos, der
wihrend eines Besuchs Anfang der Woche in
Ankara eine politische Ldsung der Kurdenfrage
gefordert hatte, wurde von offizieller Seite mit
eisigem Schweigen quittiert. Offensichtlich ist
auch die Regierung Yilmaz nicht bereit, den Kur-
deti irgendwélche kulturelle Autofiomie einzuriu-
men, wie dies Poos weiter gefordert hatte. Es ist
demnach damit zu rechnen, dass auch weiterhin
kurdische Intellektuelle und Abgeordnete, die fiir
eine friedliche Losiing der Kurdenfrage einstehen, |
als Kriminelle vertolgt werden.
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Naval defense vessels to be
purchased under French surplus
arms program in a $50 m deal

Mine sweepers to boost Turkish
fleet are expected to arrive in
Turkey in coming months

® The Turkish navy decided on Thursday
to buy five Circe-class mine-sweepers
from France under a $50 million deal to
boost its naval fleet, Turkish Daily news
has learned.

After long-stalled meetings with
France, officials in Ankara said this week,
the navy has decided to buy five vessels
which will be provided under the French
surplus arms program,

e vessels, which were favoured by
the former Naval Forces Commander
Adm. Giiven Erkaya during his term, are -
expected to arrive in Turkey in coming
months. .

Turkey currently has more than 30 mine
sweepers which are mostly US-made ves-
sels. However, most of the mine sweepers
that are on Turkey’s books are aged and
need to be upgraded.

Turkey has been planning to modernize
its mine-sweeper fleet for months and
evaluating proposals given by other coun-
tries including Italy and the U.K.
Recently, it started negotiations with
French officials to buy such vessels under
a direct procurement agreement.

Meanwhile, Turkey, earlier, suspended

its program to produce mine hunters at
home due to financial problems. The in-
country construction of six mine hunters
would have been realized under a 7-year
program.

Proposals for the joint production of the
vessels were received from the following
five bidders; Abeking Rasmiissen and Fr.
Liirssen Werft of Germany, Intermarine of
Italy, SOFMA of France and Vosper
Thornycroft of Britain.

The development in defense relations
between Ankara and Paris has recently
siarted to attract attention in defense cir-
cles. o
While the United States and Turkey
had been at odds when Washington was
reluctant to transfer the arms sales to
Ankara, Turkey has been looking for

other alternatives to meet its defense
needs.

During this period, France as an alter-
native to the United States, improved its
defense relations with Turkey.

Despite the recent thaw between the
United States and Turkey following the
U.S. Congress approving delivery of
Turkey’s frigates, Sea Hawks and
other military equipment, France is
maintaining its contacts with Turkey,
supporting the country in many defense
ficlds.

Turkey signed a $430 miilion deal this
year with Eurocopter for the joint produc-
tion of 30 Cougars while the Turkish army
is to buy middle-range surface to air
IHAWK missiles from the French Land
Forces in a direct procurement through the
French firm Thomson-CSF.

Under the deal, 8 IHAWK batteries will

‘be delivered to Turkey from France’s sur-

plus arms stocks.

Besides that, the Turkish state-run
Machinery and Chemical Industry
(MKEK) firm and the French GIAT com-
pany had earlier agreed to produce 20mm
and 25mm ammunition to be used by the

- Turkish Army’s hundreds of armored

combat vehicles in a deal worth $26 mil-
lion.

Friday. September 5, 1997

Turkish Dally News

British defense secretary:
no evidence to ban MED-TV

ORYA SULTAN HALISDEMIR
London - Turkish Daily News

® British Defense Secretary George
Robertson has asked for evidence prov-
ing that the London-based Kurdish TV
channel, MED-TV, was a mouthpiece
for the Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK). In his meeting with the Turkish
Defense Minister Ismet Sezgin on
Wednesday evening, Robertson brought
up the issue and said they understood
Turkey’s concerns over MED-TV.

Speaking to journalists after the
meeting, Sezgin quoted Robertson as
saying that the media in Britain was
independent and the govemment would
not be able to ban any media institutions
while it works within the legitimate
framework.

*I told him there was enough evi-

dence, especially that the PKK leader
Apo appears on the TV every night,”
Sezgin stated. He said the PKK was
responsible for the death of the 30,000
Turkish citizens over 15 years and was
the major drug trafficker in Europe. “1
told my colleague that allowing the
PKK to defame Turkey with their pro-
paganda on this TV channel is not con-
sistent with the friendly relations that
exist between Turkey and Britain,” he
also added. :

“The S-300 missiles which are being
bought by the Greek Cypriots are a
threat to us. I told Robertson that if the
EU goes ahead with the agreement talks
with Cyprus, then Turkey’s right to self-
defense would be born. I also told them
that [ did not believe the EU would go
ahead with the agreement talks before -
any solution had been reached on the
island,” Sezgin told joumnalists.
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[HD raps government for Peace
Train ban and detentions

METIN DEMIRSAR the c?at:ict éin sqg;hde&st Turkey) to contin- were also forced to find rooms in other
. ue.” Kaner descri e government as a  hotels when their re ti i-
Istanbul - Turkish Daily News gawn of tcl:le nﬁlliltary-gongnated National  ously cancelled. Servations were mysten
Turkis! . . ecurity Council, a shadow cabinet that Some 21 activists were detai MIM
’T‘hursday :ﬁﬁcize:%i%mesm advises the administration. . Hotel in Istanbul angrema:;’mi:ﬁ?r:é ﬁea
Yilmaz's government for obstructing a group The foreign human rights campaigners, melee with the police. The foreigners were

h . g mostly European, American and African  also prevented from givin -
of 171 foreign human rights activists from  iorc Sntellectuals, clergy and parliamen- ence;i’n Istanbul on 'I%ursga;.news confer

attending a World Peace Day rally in south- ;06" were members of the so-called Musa ~ Kaner was fl. i
’ X anked by Di

cast Turkey and preventing them from hold- A ner Peace Train, an initiative named after the late Musa Anter; }H{’cmefllgiﬂe;ri(:’?n?f
ing a news conference in Istanbul. 3 prominent Kurdish writer and intellectual cial head of the pro-Kurdish People’s

The human rights activists, who retumed  illed by unidentified gunmen in 1992. They Democracy Party (HADEP): Mahmut Sakar
to Istanbul thxs’week after attempting to were supposed to travel to Diyarbakir from  a lawyer and vice president of IHD: and
attend Monday'’s rally in Diyarbakir, were  Brussels by train, but ended up flying to Ismail Sanioglu, a executive committee
harassed by police during the whole d_urat:on Turkey instead when the government banned member of the istanbul IHD office
of the trip and also in Istanbul, campaigners the train from entering Turkish territory. The  The government from the outset viewed
said. They also accused the administration of participants travelled to the region by bus,  the peace initiative with suspicion, claimin,
ordering the detentions of nearly 1,000 peo- but were held in the garden of the headquar- j; was organized by the Kurdistan ’Workersg

ple who attended the rally, aimed at ending ters of the special police in §anliurfa P KK i i
the 13-year conflict between Turks and sepa- overnight and prevented from entering ﬁg:zn(: a bl)ggd?’;i’:r?ﬁ; Iv(vl;rrd:;l;gru?ﬁgst
ratist Kurds in southeast Turkey. Diyarbakir province. Turkey.

“This government has opened a war The return trip More than 20,000 civilians, soldiers and

against a peace initiative with unparalleled  Police stopped the bus carrying the activists guerrillas have been killed in Turkey sinc
brutality,” Ercan Kaner, head of the Istanbul in Gebze as they were returning to Istanbul tgﬁ'e PKK launched its insurgency fon)" an ine&e
branch of the Human Rights Association Tuesday night and detained 20 mainly pendent Kurdish state in the southeast in
(THD) told a news conference. “There are Turkish human rights campaigners accompa 1984, '

powerful forces in the government that want nying the group. Many of the participants
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i . @ Un parlementaire SPD condamne l'intervention de la police turque contre des
i pacifistes
11:36 GMT, | :
05 SRS e e et S o e o e
Septembre :

BONN, 5 sept (AFP) - Une parlementaire de I'opposition sociale-démocrate SPD, Uta Zapf, a
i ! jugé vendredi "inacceptable" l'intervention de la police turque pour empécher la tenue
i{ ©AFP1997 | d'une conférence de presse en faveur de la paix au Kurdistan mardi a Istanbul.

1997

i Mme Zapf a condamné dans un communiqué "l'intervention violente" qui "donne une fois
de plus une image déplorable des relations en Turquie". Estimant que "ce comportement des
i forces de sécurité ne respecte en rien ni la mesure ni 1'Etat de droit", Mme Zapf a déploré que
i "la simple tentative d'organiser une discussion publique sur le moyen de sortir

i pacifiquement du probléme kurde en Turquie trouve une réponse brutale".

: Elle a indiqué qu'elle avait "protesté auprés des autorités turques contre cet acte de violence".

Dix-huit personnes, dont onze Allemands, ont été interpellées par la police et mises en
.{ accusation, selon l'association de défense des droits de 'homme "Appel de Hanovre" qui a
i organisé le "vol pour la paix" de la délégation vers la Turquie.

i L'association assure que deux Allemandes se trouvent toujours a I'hopital, aprés avoir été
! blessées a la téte et au pied lors de l'intervention de la police pour empécher la conférence de
i presse dans un hoétel d'Istanbul.

i Les personnes interpellées comptaient organiser une conférence pour dénoncer l'attitude des
i autorités turques sur le chapitre des droits de I'Homme et demander un réglement pacifique
i de la question kurde lorsque la police est intervenue brutalement, selon I'association pour
 I'amitié germano-kurde Musa Anter.




La police turque réprime violemment
une manifestation pour la paix

]

police turque a frappé et arrété mercredi 18 membres d'une mission internationale pour la paix qui tentaient de " .
donner un conférence de presse. Un diplomate britannique et cing journalistes turcs ont également été interpellés. %
Cette mission tente de promouvoir une solution pacifique & la guerre entre lé gouvernement d'Ankara et la —
rébellion kurde. Pour Jon Benjamin, porte-parole de 'ambassade de Grande-Bretagne, l'arrestation du vice-consul =

a Istanbul, Neil Frape, est une “grossiére violation du statut diplomatique”. w

La police a tout d'abord tenté d'empécher la tenue de la conférence de presse en bloquant I'accés a I'hdtel ou elle devait avoir ﬁ

lieu. Mais lorsque les délégués se sont rabattus sur un autre hétel, la police est intervenue et des échauffourées ont eu lieu. -

Onze Allemands, un Danois, un Suisse, deux Espagnols et un Britannique ont été interpellés, ainsi qu'un militant turc des -

droits de I'nomme. Depuis son arrivée en Turquie, cette délégation de 300 personnes n'a cessé de subir les-brimades des §

autorités turques, qui voit dans leur présence un geste de propagande des rebelles kurdes.

Leur convoi de 50 bus qui se rendait-dans le sud du pays a été refoulé, des centaines de sympathisants ont été arrétés et
mardi, les forces de l'ordre ont arrété six autocars, a bord desquels se trouvaient quelque 300 militants des droits de 'homme
turcs et étrangers, qui souhaitaient diffuser un communiqué dans le centre d'Ankara. ‘ ‘

"Cela montre seulement que (la Turquie) veut la poursuite de la guerre”, a déclaré Akin Birdal, responsable de l'Independent
Human Rights Association, a des journalistes. :

Alors que les véhicules a bord desquels se trouvaient les membres de la mission -retournaient vers Istanbul, les forces de
police les ont une nouvelle fois arrétés et ont interpellé dix ressortissants turques qui faisaient partie de la délégation, selon
des membres de la mission. Le reste du groupe avait pour sa part regagné Istanbul dans la soirée. ,

Les autorités d'Ankara ont dénoncé linitiative des militants des droits de 'homme, en la qualifiant de propagande orchestrée
par les rebelles serbes... "Le message de paix ne devrait pas étre diffusé a nous mais aux (militants kurdes)", a estimé mardi
le vice-gouverneur régional Abdulkadir Sari. La délégation avait initialement prévu de se rendre en Turquie a bord d'un "train
de la paix" en provenance de Bruxelles. Mais I'Allemagne avait bloqué le passage du train, lequel n'était bien sir pas le
bienvenu en Turquie.

Visiting Israeli diplomats
visit GAP project area

Turkish Dally News

SAADET ORUC
Ankara - Turkish Daily News

‘m Israeli trade minister, Natasa
Schcheransky, is to gay a visit to
Ankara, most probably in
September, to participate in talks on
the recently approved free trade deal
between Turkey and Israel, the
Turkish Daily News learned on
Friday. ) ‘

According to an earlier TDN
report, a mini-commercial crisis took
gl;ce between the two countries

ause of Turkey’s failure to stop
charging duties on Israeli imports, in
violation of a free-trade agreement.

Then, after repeated pressure from
Israeli officials, Turkey began
implementing the free-trade agree-
ment with Israel.

Israeli diplomats visit GAP
A group of Israeli diplomats, visiting
Turkey, left Ankara on Friday
evening for the southeastern cities in
order to gain detailed information
about the Southeastern Anatolia
Project (GAP). :

“There are Israeli private compa-
nies participating in some of the con-
structions in the framework of the
GAP project. We are interested in
the project,” said Israeli diplomats.

Diplomats from various depart-
ments of the Israeli Foreign Ministry
were invited by the Turkish Foreign
Ministry’s training center to hold
discussions with their Turkish coun-
terparts on a variety of foreign poli-
Cy issues, regional problems and
bilateral relations during their one-
week visit to Ankara.

The ﬁyoup also visited the plant of
the Turkish Aerospace Industry
(TAI) where the F-16 fighter jets are
being produced.
. Turkey and Israel have been hav-
ing close contact, not only in defense
and security fields but, also in areas
related to the economy. Israel and
Turkey are making efforts to
Increase their cooperation not only
in the energy field, concerning
Caspian oil reserves, but also in -
water. : :
Meanwhile, Arab countries have
voiced their concerns over the joint
Turkish-Israeli-United States naval
maneuver which is reportedly

[l)ISa_gl;cd to take place between Nov.
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Entretien avec Mgr Gaillot

Les Kurdes

veulent la paix

Monseigneur Gaillot se trouvait dans la ‘délégation pour la paix’ qui a tenté, la semaine derniére, de gagner
Dyarbakir, au Kurdistan turc.

LE but de l'initiative organisée par un collectif d'associations européennes, turques et kurdes de défense des droits
de I'homme était de célébrer, le ler septembre, la Journée de la paix’ en appelant a une solution pacifique et
négociée du probléme kurde, qui donne lieu depuis quatorze ans & une véritable guerre entre I'armée turque et
les combattants du PKK.

Mgr Gaillot, rentré de Turquie mercredi soir, a raconté a THumanité' les démélés de la délégation avec les
autorités d'Ankara, qui ont tout fait pour empécher ses membres de circuler et de s'exprimer. Voici son récit:

"Le 31 aofit, quand nous sommes arrivés a Istanbul, on s'est retrouvés sur une grande place éclaboussée de soleil
ot il y avait des milliers de Kurdes, peut-étre 30.000, pour la plupart des jeunes. Ce fut un accueil trés chaleureux.
Nous avons été littéralement ovationnés. Les gens étaient heureux, ils chantaient, dansaient.

J'ai eu le sentiment de rencontrer un peuple qui portait en lui la paix, qui la réclamait. Apres cela, nous avons pris
place dans sept cars et nous sommes dirigés vers Dyarbakir. Il y avait des gens venus de toute 'Europe et nous
étions dix Frangais, dont deux avaient tenté d'aller directement en avion a Dyarbakir. Mais la police les attendait a
l'aéroport et les avait refoulés.

Le trajet a été difficile, nous avons été sans cesse harcelés par les forces de sécurité. Dans les localités que nous
traversions, les Kurdes qui voulaient nous saluer étaient repoussés par la police. A un moment, elle a méme fait
entrer les sept cars dans une caserne o1 nous sommes restés trois heures en état d'arrestation.

Il nous a fallu 26 heures pour arriver a 80 km de Dyarbakir. La, des chars et des automitrailleuses barraient la
route, des soldats étaient déployés dans le champs. C'était impressionnant. On a essayé de dialoguer. En vain.
Apres un sit-in de deux heures, on a décidé d'aller a Ankara, mais ils ne nous ont pas laissés y entrer. On a repris
la direction d'Istanbul et 14, il y avait encore un dispositif impressionnant pour nous accueillir: des gens armés et
casqués qui ont arrété les journalistes et les photographes. Quand on est enfin arrivés a I'hétel, les chauffeurs de
tous les cars ont été arrétés.

J'ai repris I'avion pour Paris, mais j'ai appris que la conférence de presse que la délégation devait tenir a I'hotel a
été interdite et que plusieurs personnes ont été arrétées.’

Quel est votre sentiment apres cette aventure?.

Le mépris dont nous avons été l'objet nous a fait mieux comprendre ce que vit le peuple kurde. On a eu droit aux
hélicos, aux canons a eau, aux blindés. On nous a traités comme des terroristes. Mais je n'ai pas un sentiment
d'échec. On a tout de méme remué beaucoup de monde avec cette délégation.

Quelle était votre motivation? .
Ma motivation? la paix. Le peuple kurde veut la paix. J'en suis certain. La seule solution est politique. I faut une

négociation pacifique.

Que répondez-vous a l'argument d'Ankara qui affirme que le PKK est une organisation terroriste et que cette
délégation était un soutien au terrorisme et une ingérence dans ses affaires?

Je pense qu'il y a surtout un terrorisme de l'armée, une violence quotidienne de I'Etat contre les Kurdes qui a
entrainé une réaction violente du PKK. Si on supprimait cette violence de I'Etat, je suis siir que le reste viendrait.
Aujourd'hui, c'est le gouvernement turc qui entretient cette violence malgré les offres de paix répétées du PKK.
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Quant & l'ingérence, je rejette cet argument. Il ne s'agit pas de demander I'indépendance des Kurdes mais la

reconnaissance de leurs droits. La reconnaissance des droits fondamentaux de 'homme n'a pas de frontiéres.

Quand.on voit le rapport d'Amnesty International 1996, avec ces exécutions arbitraires, ces disparitions, ces
~ tortures, on en a des frissons dans le dos. Il y a une solidarité a avoir au-dela des frontieres, en tant qu'habitants de
la planéte. Que ce soit avec les paysans sans terre du Brésil ou avec les Kurdes, c'est la méme chose.

Propos recueillis par FRANGCOISE GERMAIN-ROBIN

(overnment reserves TL 18 trilhon
for Southeast operational funds

State Minister Yildinm said
3.5 million new jobs will be
created in the area if GAP is
completed, but that process
may take as long as 72 years
if its progress continues at
the same slow pace

Ankara - Turkish Daily News

= State Minister Salih Yildirim
announced that the government has
reserved TL 18 trillion in an addi-
tional budget in order that the

Turkish Development Bank may dis- -

tribute the money as loans to compa-
nies operating in the country’s east-
ern and southeastern regions, the
Anatolia news agency reported.

* Speaking at the eastern and south-
eastern regions meeting of the
Turkish Chambers and Commodity
Exchanges Association (TOBB), in
the eastern city of Elazi3 over the
weekend, Yildirim said the govern-
ment was intending to distribute
operation loans to companies at
interest rates ranging between 20
and 30 percent.

Yildinm said the entire
Southeastern Anatolian Project
(GAP) would cost $32 billion, but
there was still disappointment in the
fields of agriculture and irrigation in

~ the areas covered by the project. He

said 3.5 million new jobs will be
created in the area if GAP is com-
pleted, but that process may take as
long as 72 years if its progress con-
tinues at that slow pace.

Trade Minister Yalim Erez, who
also spoke at the meeting, com-
plained that the same problems were
on top of the agenda 15 years ago.

TOBB Chairman Fuat Miras
He said that the government admin-
istration of the region and the peo-
ple’s expectations of the government
must change, and the usual practice
of inappropriate allocation of funds
must be prevented in order to solve
Turkey’s problems.

Erez said Turkey currently had
plans for 5,300 projects to be imple-
mented at the total cost of TL 16.5
quadrillion. However, it has only
been able to reserve TL 4.6
quadrillion for them.

TOBB Chairman Fuat Miras said
the Regional Economic
Development Project, which was
financed by the World Bank, has
been jointly carried out by the
Undersecretariat of Treasury and the
industry and trade chambers of 19

rovinces, was cited by the World
ank as an example for other coun-
tries.

He said the project was aimed at
eliminating unemployment in the
areas it covers.

L661 ‘8 1oquiaidas ‘Appuop
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i la méme source, qui cite un communiqué de la préfecture d'état d'urgence de Diyarbakir.

= e Trente rebelles kurdes tués parl'armée turque
: 11:44GMT, ; ............................................................ >-~..--.......».-..<.-....-..-.-....----:-...‘-~--~-~.;
09 i ANKARA, 9 sept (AFP) - Trente rebelles kurdes du Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, :: .
Sepf;;“?,bre i séparatiste) ont été tués par I'armée turque dans diverses zones rurales du sud-est anatolien, a :
-i rapporté mardi I'agence Anatolie, citant un communiqué officiel. i .
©AEP 1997 i , 4
‘i Dix-neuf rebelles du PKK ont été abattus dans la région de Meseliktepe, pres de Bingol, selon

Onze autres maquisards du PKK ont été tués sur les monts Kaval (dans la région de Sirnak) et i+
"t Caci (pres d'Eruh, province de Siirt), ajoute ce communiqué, sans préciser les dates de ces

:i opérations.

Plus de 26.000 personnes --rebelles, militaires et civils--, ont été tués depuis le déclenchement
ii de la rébellion du PKK en 1984 dans l'est et le sud-est anatoliens a majorité kurde, visant a
‘i l'instauration d'un Etat indépendant.

| KG/he/pbt |

TUrkey searches
for GAP funding

‘GAP is the future of all
Turkey, not only the
Southeast. The project will
be completed in 2005, at a
cost of $32 billion, and it
will create job opportuni-
ties for 3.5 million people’

Ankara - Turkish Daily News -

m State Minister Mehmet Salih
Yildinim set out the financial
alternatives facing the govern-
ment in its quest to complete
the Southeastern Anatolia
Project (GAP) and improve the
political and economic circum-
stances of the region, the
Anatolia news agency reported.
“GAP is the future of all
Turkey, not only the Southeast.
The project will be completed
in 2005, at a cost of $32 billion,
and it will create job opgortuni-
ties for 3.5 million people,”
Yildirim said. o
"~ “GAP will double the income
of local people. Already, $12.6
billion has been invested in the
project since its beginning, con-
stituting 39.6 percent of the
total expected cost.

“We need $1.8 billion every
year for the project. Under cur-
rent economic conditions clear-
ly we cannot accumulate this
amount from internal financial
sources, so we need external
sources,” the minister said.

“We have four alternatives.
The first is the ‘built-operate-
transfer’ model which is seen as
the most practical solution.
However, it is very expensive
and the citizens would have to
fund it.

The second alternative is
to obtain credit under appropri-

. ate conditions, but this 1s not

easy because of the attitude of
Iraq and Syria toward the pro-
ject.” .

The United Nations, the

- European Union (EU), the

World Bank and European
countries were reluctant to sup-
port the project, as they oppose
the use of natural resources for
golitical purposes. Iraq and.
yria opposed the project
because their water resources
would be restricted, and espe-
cially because Turkey has
threatened that it may cut off
their water supply if they con-
tinue supporting the PKK. -

‘September 9,1 997
L]
Turkish Daily News
L]

_ Obtaining funding for GAP
is complicated by all these
issues.

“But the United States, the
EU, the World Bank and the -
European countries have
changed their attitude toward

" the project since they perceived

its potential. If we can obtain
credit, under conditions faver-
able to Turkey, we can com-
plete the project earlier,”
Yildirim said. .

. He stressed that another
alternative could be the sale of
immovable property in deben-
ture bonds. “The last alternative
we should take into account is
the water exchange market.
However, we have to consider
this very carefully,” he added.
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\ 10:07 GMT,
|

09 ANKARA, 9 sept (AFP) - Le ministre allemand des Affaires étrangéres Klaus Kinkel a
- Seplt;g;b’e i conseillé a la Turquie de "faire ses devoirs” afin d'adhérer a I'Union européenne, excluant

g i une adhésion dans un proche avenir, dans une interview publiée mardi par le quotidien turc
. ©AFP1997 i Yeni Yuzyil.

"La Turquie est un voyageur qui a réservé sa place depuis 1963 dans le train de 'Europe mais
i qui ne peut pas prendre ce train dans un proche avenir parce qu'il ne fait pas ses devoirs. Que
i la Turquie fasse tout d'abord ses devoirs”, a déclaré M. Kinkel.

i Le ministre allemand recevra vendredi a8 Bonn son homologue turc Ismail Cem pour une
{ visite de travail, a indiqué mardi un porte-parole de la diplomatie turque, Sermet Atacanli.
! Le Premier ministre turc Mesut Yilmaz fera a son tour une visite de travail en Allemagne le
i 30 septembre et le ler octobre a l'invitation du chancelier Helmut Kohl, selon M. Atacanli.

! "Les droits de 'nomme, la question kurde et les problemes économiques sont les principaux”
i (devoirs), a ajouté M. Kinkel, qui a cependant admis que I'UE n'avait pas rempli ses

i engagements envers la Turquie dans le cadre de I'union douaniére UE-Turquie entrée en

i vigueur le ler janvier 1996.

"Je suis désolé que 1'UE n'ait pas pu remplir ses engagement envers la Turquie. Mais c'est la
i Grece qui 'empéche. Que puis-je faire? (...) La Turquie, telle qu'elle est actuellement, ne peut
pas adhérer a part entiére a I'UE", a estimé le ministre allemand.

i La Gréce, dont les relations avec la Turquie sont trés difficiles, bloque l'octroi par I'UE a

i Ankara d'aides financieres prévues dans le traité d'union douaniére et destinées & compenser
. les pertes occasionnées a I'économie de la Turquie par I'ouverture de ses frontiéres aux

! produits européens.

i Fin juillet, M. Cem avait déclaré qu"il faut prévoir un avenir prévisible pour 'adhésion de
:{ la Turquie a 1'UE", ajoutant qu'il fallait "surmonter le point de vue exprimé par Klaus

.1 Kinkel". Ce dernier avait affirmé, lors d'une visite fin mars & Ankara, que I'adhésion de la
Turquie a I'UE "n'était pas prévisible dans un proche avenir".

| i Dans son interview a Yeni Yuzyil, M. Kinkel a souhaité que la Turquie "préfére toujours

¥ i I'Occident”. "Je sais trés bien que la Turquie a toujours eu une importance géostratégique et
i que celle-ci a considérablement augmenté ces derniéres années. L'importance de la Turquie,
i membre de 1'Otan, est grande pour le monde musulman et également pour le Caucase et
! 1'Asie centrale (...) Nous savons que la Turquie a d'autres possibilités mais nous désirons
qu'elle préfere toujours I'Occident comme elle I'a fait jusqu'ici”, a-t-il poursuivi.

-i "Nous insistons maintenant, a-t-il dit, sur une formule +I'union douaniére et plus+" pour la |
i Turquie, qui avait été irritée en juillet par son exclusion des plans d'élargissement de I'UE. "Il |
i faut voir ce que nous pouvons ajouter sur 'union douaniére" en faveur de la Turquie, a :

indiqué M. Kinkel.

1l s'est d'autre part €levé contre le déploiement, prévu par Nicosie, de missiles russes dans le
sud de Chypre et a exclu une adhésion de la seule partie grecque de I'ile 4 I'UE. "Nous ne
voulons pas une Chypre avec des difficultés, notamment ethniques. Chypre du nord doit
également participer. Qu'ils se réconcilient d'abord entre eux (le sud grec et le nord turc) pour
i venir ensemble”, a dit le ministre allemand.

| CE/hc/obt.
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Témoin du sort du peuple Kurde en Turquie
Kurdistan

Yves Jouan revient du

Poéte actuellement en rési-
dence A la maison Louis
Guilloux, Yves Jouan est
revenu lundi du Kurdistan.
Parti avec le train européen
pour la paix, Pécrivain té-
moigne de la grave situa-
tion du peuple Kurde..

«Ce n'étalt pas un simple
voyage d'aventure, souligne Yves
Jouan. L'objet de cette opération
était de parler du peuple Kurde
en Turquie. » Une situation que
les 250 participants au train pour
la paix on eu bien du mal &
connaitre tant leur voyage a été
contrarié par des interventions de
la police et de I'armée turque.

« Le premler obstacle est venu
de I'Allemagne qul nous a interdit
de franchir son territolre avec le
train. » Une fois en Turquie, le
groupe a connu tous les visages
d'un état ou la dictature est reine.
« Nous avons pu volr une manl-
festaion autorisée mals sévére-
ment encadrée par la police. Puls
un rassemblement durement ré-
primé par les autorités et enfin
les coups et arrestations que
nous avons subl. »

Soutenir les Kurdes

Le but du voyage était Dijarba-
kir au Kurdistan. Le groupe n'a
pourtant pas pu atteindre la ville,
sous la menace des chars et des
automitrailleuses turques. « Plu-

Yves Jouan, de
retour du Kur-
distan, a tenu
une conférence
de presse pour
expliquer la si-
tuation dramati-
que des Kurdes
en Turquie.

sleurs fois, nous avons été enca-
drés par les forces de l'ordre. » A
Istanbul, dix-sept d'entre-eux ont
été arrétés, deux Suisses sont
encore & I'hopital suite aux traite-
ments de la police. Pourtant le
voyage n'aura pas été vain. Le
témoignage de ses défenseurs de

‘la paix aura pour seu! but de

réveiller les consciences des ci-
toyens et des gourvernements.
« Il est également trés important
de montrer aux Kurdes et aux
démocrates turcs qu'ils ne sont
pas seuls. »

Cem: Human rights a pretext
to keep Turkey out of EU'

Ankara - TDN with wire dispatches

m Human rights are being used as a
Eretext to keep Turkey out of the
uropean Union (EU), Turkish .

Foreign Minister Ismail Cem said
Friday in Bonn after talks with
German Foreign Minister Klaus
Kinkel. =

“We are not the only country over
which Amnesty International reports
about human nghts violations,” said
Cem, adding: “There are also .
Amnesty International reports on
Germany and other states.”

Cem complained that Turkey’s
desire to join the 15-nation Union
was being unfairly blocked.

“Sometimes we see human rights
being used as a pretext regarding the -

EU,” he said. .

- Kinkel said that while Turkey
clearly belonged to Europe, mem-
bership in the EU depended on
progress in human rights, the
Kurdish problem, the Cyprus prob-
lem and Turkey’s relations with
Greece. - - :

Cem added that Turkey kept all
promises on the relations with
Greece but Greece delayed the talks
of the “wise men” of the two coun-

tries. The EU a few months ago

offered a forum for experts on both
countries to discuss the problems
between Turkey and Greece. Cem
asked the EU to. work on it. -

- The foreign minister also said that

relations between Germany and

Malgré ce qu'il a pu voir, Yves
Jouan garde espoir. Pour lui, la
paix et la démocratie sont possi-
bles. « Simplement {faut-it que les
pays suropéens iassent pression
pour que I'espoir devienne une
réalité. Le Luxembourg, par
exemple, exige que le probléme
solt réglé avant d’envisager I'en-
trée de la Turquie dans I'Union
européenne. »

Contacts : Comité de soutien au
peuple Kurde des Cdtes d'Armar.
Centre social du Plateau, rue Ma-
thurin Méheut & Saint-Brieuc.

Turkish Daily News
L

September 13, 1997
-}

Turkey have always been good and
Turkey was ready to talk about all
kind of problems with Germany but
it is'not relevant to discuss Turkey’s
problems with the EU.

. -“We are always ready to discuss

‘problems like human rights, rela--

tions with Greece, the Cyprus issue, .

.and the attitude toward foreigners

bilaterally with Germany, but to dis-
cuss these problems with the EU is
not as meaningful especially while
the Turkey’s perspective with the
EU is unchanging,” Cem said.
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Monday, September 15, 1997 Turkish Daily News
-
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State Minister Hikmet Sami Ttirk on Human Rights

ect for humanr

Resp
of ed

dministrative measures and

amendments to the

Constitution and the laws

are necessary to end human

ights violations in Turkey

but, most important, education is
needed to change people’s mentalities
and the so-called culture of violence,
according to State Minister Hikmet
Sami Tiirk who is responsible for
human rights issues.

Turk was outspoken in his respons-
es to our questions and didn’t deny
that human rights violations were tak-
ing place in the country. However, he
also stressed that terrorism in the
country’s eastern and southeastern
regions is delaying the process.

He said violence is seen in some
Western countries which criticize
Turkey on human rights issues.
“However, we want to end all kinds of
violations of human rights in Turkey
... There is full consensus and will on
the part of the 55th government to ele-
vate respect for human rights to the
highest level,” he said. Turk said sub-

jects such as elective Kurdish courses
in schools or a television broadcast in
Kurdish can be discussed when terror-
ism ends and the situation returns to
normal in the region. Employment,
food and housing were the main
demands of the citizens in the region,
he said. “There has been no demon-
stration for Kurdish lessons at school,”
he said.

The interview with State Minister
Tiirk is as follows:

& What is your government’s
approach to human rights ?

— The government program states
that the human rights issue will be
handled in the global context and in
accordance with the Turkish
Constitution and the international
accords Turkey has signed. Following
the vote of confidence, we have held
nine meetings of the Human Rights
Coordination Board, which is headed
by the State Ministry responsible for

uman Rights, and comprises under-

secretaries from the Prime Ministry,
Justice Minjstry, Interior Ministry,
Foreign Miaistry, Education Ministry
and Health Mimstry. This board meets
every week and one meeting was held
in Diyarbakir to signify the impor-
tance of the eastern and southeastern
regions — and it will continue to hold
meetings in these regions.

m Aren’t civil organizations includ-
ed in these meetings?

— Yes, they are also invited. This
board investigates human rights issues
and assesses complaints concerning
violations of human rights. The inves-
tigations of the human rights situation
in Turkey are especially aimed at
forming an infrastructure to prevent
human rights violations. The board
works on administrative issues, legal
arrangements, and constitutional
amendments. Advisory decisions are
taken following discussions on the
proposals from the ministries repre-
sented on the board and workshops
are formed.

Representatives of civil organiza-
tions are invited for more objectivity
in the discussions. Representatives
from the Human Rights Association,
the Human Rights Foundation,
Mazlum-Der, as well as members
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from foreign countries. There have
been objections and reactions from
abroad regarding the closure of certain
.. branches of human rights as§6ciations.
in Turkey. Some of these were -
reopened within the framework of the
Constitution, still others were referred
to the judiciary. We refer such appeals
— from abroad or within Turkey — to
the secretariat of the Human Rights

. Board. The issues are assessed here
and in turn referred to the ministries
concerned. And we, together with the
concerned ministry, investigate
whether these claims are true or not. If
they prove to be true then further
investigations are carried out.

®m What is the main subject of com-
plaint? ‘ .

— Torture and degrading behavior,
which are banned by the Constitution
and laws in Turkey. We understand
that human rights violations are large-
ly due to misapplication of the law
and this is largely connected with the
formation of a human rights con-
sciousness in the society. The viola-

. tions are mainly the result of insuffi-
cient education or inexperience on the
part of the civil servant involved, and
also of the culture of violence which
has touched Turkey, just as it has -
other countries. But the government’s
target is not to give way to such viola-
tions. Other human rights issues, such
as freedom of press and conscience,
are li)n the government’s agenda as -
well.

& There have been incidents regard-

ing the Peace Train lately. Germans

were in the hospital, the British

g‘rws attache in Istanbul was taken
to custody. What happened? ,
— So far this issue hasn’t been

brought to our ministry. I believe the -

Interior Ministry is investigating the
.situation. It is clear that some (security
officials) went beyond the intended -
measures. You may or may not
approve of the arrival of the peace
from the Ankara, Istanbul, and lzmir
- Bar Associations which have estab-
lished Human Rights Commissions
- and the Turkish Medical Doctors
Union were invited to give their views
about the steps needed for the protec- -
tion and improvement of human |
rights. For our next meeting we have
invited heads of human rights centers
:  and institutes at universities as well as
- professors lecturing on human rights
and human rights experts. )

The Human Rights
Coordination Board
invites representatives
of civil organizations for

more objectivily in the dis-
cussions and takes their
views about the steps. -
needed for the protection
and improvement of
human rights

‘WWhat has been the outcome of

these meetings?

— Currently, human rights viola-
tions in Turkey are reflected more
train in Turkey. But it cannot be a
cause for abusive behavior against
human beings who came together for
one cause or another. I mean, human

n'ghts exist for all, there can be no dis- ;

cnmination on such a subject.

AWhy wouldn’t we allow the Peace -

Train to come?

— We received information that
the Peace Train was actually connect-
ed with the terrorist organization
(PKK). The aim was to have a big
demonstration in Turkey. They want-
ed to make a call for peace.

- The Peace Train —
even if we believe that
it had good intents —
instead of coming fo
Diyarbakir in Turkey,
should have gone fo the
Bekaa Valley. The address
of the (peace) call was
wrong. The Turkish
Republic is defending ifs
unity and citizens.

~ So to whom should this call for
geace be addressed? Definitely not

urkey. We have Atatiirk’s “Peace at
Home, Peace in the World” call in our

. Constitution. We want peace in our
_country as well as in all the countries

in the world. So it couldn’t be more

- natural for us to be at peace with our

own citizens. .
" A murderous organized movement

. against Turkey’s integrity has been

continuing its activities for 13 years. If

- this terrorist organization stops these

murders, terrorism will end in one day
in Turkey. So that Peace Train —
even if we believe that it had good
intents — instead of coming to
Diyarbakir in Turkey, should have
gone to the Bekaa Valley. The address’
of the call was wrong. The Turkish

Republic is defending its unity and cit-
izens. - :

8 As long as terrorism continues it
becomes impossible to take farther
steps on human rights issues. And

as long as there is no improvement

- in human rights, terror continues...

And this situation goes on... Would
certain steps such as instituting
Kurdish classes in schools or a
Kurdish television broadcast be
helpful in overcoming the problem?

— These subjects could be debated
but our citizens of Kurdish origin do
not make such demands of us. When I
went to Genc recently, citizens there
had some local demands such as the
reconstruction of the tobacco factory
which was burnt by the terrorists.
They wanted the road between Mus
and Genc to be reopened or they want-
ed medical doctors, teachers. So I
want to say that our citizens of
Kurdish origin didn’t ask for Kurdish
courses in schools or Kurdish broad-
casts. There has never been a case
where citizens demonstrated for
Kurdish in schools or Kurdish TV
channels and the authorities dispersed
the demonstration.

ulf such a demonstration were held,
wouldn’t it be dispersed by the
authorities?

— That is a matter concerning the
lIaw which regulates demonstrations. If
such demonstrations are held within
the framework of the laws then I don’t
think they would be dispersed. And
unfortunately, certain demonstrations
which start with a peaceful motive are
lured from their target by provoca-
teurs. For example, the peace train
didn’t come to Turkey (other countries
the train was to gass through did not
allow it either), but some groups did -
come here. And I think it is not possi-
ble to accept abusive behavior against
those who have come here.

® What does the EU expect from
Turkey in this respect and does
your government approach their
.exp;actations with an understand-
ing?

— What is reflected to me is that in
order for Turkey to take its deserved:
place in the world, it should prevent
any practices which would raise com-
plaints on human rights issues and
violations. Some EU member states -
even say they are ready to help us with.
these issues. For example, they say
that our security forces could be invit-
ed to their countries’ trainin%pro-

or they could help us by send-
ing experts to Turkey. They are close-
ly following what we are doi'frieabout
human rights violations in Turkey. For
example, we disclose to the press
whichever decisions we take after the '




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

Human Rights Board meetings each
week and foreign countries follow
these decisions, and the timetables we
set for the pursuit of violations. I see
they are hopeful about our efforts to
establish an infrastructure which will
not permit any violation of human
rights in Turkey.

& But officials from the EU member

states — most recently Luxembourg

Foreign Minister Poos — openly

said human rights for Kurdish peo-
le was one of the conditions for
urkey’s EU membership...

— I personally don’t accept this
concept of special human rights for
Kurds. Human rights is something for
all individuals, for all human beings
and we should see to it that all of our
citizens make use of these rights —
Turkish, Kurdish, Arab and all.

sWhat are your views then about
solutions to the Southeast problem?

— One of a solution is mili-

because there is an armed struggle
going on there. A lot has been
achieved in restoring peace in this
respect. But it doesn’t end there. Now
this peace should be transferred to a
social peace. And for this we need to
solve problems concerning the region
as a whole. The citizens there, espe-
cially those who lost their villages and
houses because of terrorism, need
housing, food and employment.
Housing and food are already provid-
ed to a certain extent. Food is also pro-
vided to an extent by the Social Aid
Fund and Disaster Aid Fund but of
course it is not sufficient. The state
should enter the region with economic
and educational measures.

The .economic measures should be
the completion of investments there.
The state should encourage and sup-
port both the private sector and local
investors to invest in the region. Also,
the state could rent out real gstatc con-
trolled by the treasury at a cheap price
or even give it away for free for [E:
establishment of or%hamzed' industry
sites in the region. The region should
be economically revitalized with such
measures, since terrorism harmed the
region. We need both a repair program
and a development program.

| personally don't accept
the concept of special
human rights for Kurds...
Human rights is something
for all individuals, for ail
human beings and we
should see fo it that all of
our citizens make use of

these rights — Turkish,
Kurdish, Arab and all

mAll the governments up until now
spoke about these same things. Has
your government started to take
these steps?

— You know, we have a higher
board for the Eastern Anatolia Project
(GAP) and a Coordination Council for
East and Southeastern Anatolia. This
is chaired by Deputy Prime Minister
Biilent Ecevit. This council will meet
on Tuesday to disclose the measures
taken related to the refion. Citizens of
the region are asking for employment-
opportunities and investment to create
jobs. As for human rights violations,
their complaints are basically about
food aid control. They complain about
the severe situations during such
inspections. Otherwise, there have not
been any complaints concerning
human rights violations.

mAre these controls carried out by
the gendarmerie forces?
— Yes, mainly

®Can’t the government do anything
against this ?

— This is not against the approval
of the government but what I under-
stand is that the practice is rather too
strict. Of course, on this point toler-
ance and understanding should be
shown towards the citizens.

Our citizens of Kurdish
origin don't ask for
Kurdish courses in schools
or Kurdish TV broadcasts.
There has never been
a case where cifizens
demonstrated for Kurdish
in schools or Kurdish TV
channels and the
authorities dispersed the
demonstrafion

B You mean that if the region is eco-
nomically and socially developed
and the security forces trained the
problem would be solved ?

— Yes, to a large extent this would
solve the problem. Human rights in
the eastern and southeastern regions
means first of all the right to live.
Because most of the people there have
lost at least some of their family mem-
bers. Their houses and animals were
bumnt. So their first concern is sur-
vival, but of course not only surviving

as a living creature but in dignity.
Unen;g}oment is another major prob-
lem. The citizens demand employ-
ment. If employment is secured f)(;r
them then this would bring social
peace. This would be a big step. And,
of course, land reform is also essential
in the Southeast where the feudal sys-
tem is still dominant.

® Do you think it would be possible
to remove the village guard system
there?

— Our view on this subject is that
in parallel with security purposes,
some of the village guards should be
incorporated directly into the security
forces. Another part can be transferred
to other duties. What we have heard
from the people in the region is that
these village guards have been useful
in a way, acting as police patrols,
since it is not possible to establish a
police patrol in every part of the
region due to its mountainous geogra-
phgf. But some of them it seems have
indulged in illegal activities too.
Either due to pressure or other rea-
sons. So such village guacds should be
immediately dismissed. This is our
long-term target.

®Let us say all these measures are
taken, and economic and social
improvement provided, would you
say that the people of Kurdish ori-
gin will abandon their identity
claims as Kurds?

— We have no such pressure poli-
cy, we have been hearing our intellec-
tuals ask whether the Kurdish people
will be allowed to lament in Kurdish.
You should go and see there. Many of
them don’t even speak Turkish, espe-
cially in areas where schooling is lim-
ited, the majority of women don’t
speak Turkish at all. So there hast’t
been any pressure on them preventing
Kurdish being spoken. They are free
to talk and sing 1in Kurdish. And in the
future, when everything has turned to
normal, it would be possible to con-
sider Kurdish elective courses in
schools and TV channels broadcasting
in Kurdish. There is no ban on speak-
ing Kurdish.

#Do you think that the West is con-
centrating on the situation of the
Kurds when talking about human
rights and does this situation also
make governments in Turkey
neglect the human rights situation
in the country as a whole?

— As I'have said human rights
violations can take place in any part of
the country; for example, the recent
incident during which journalists were
very badly beaten in the middle of
Aﬂma during a demonstration, or the
Metin Goktepe case. This kind of
behavior wasn’t because these jour-
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" nalists were Kurdish. It is simply
because the police aren’t well-trained
in handling such situations without
violating-human rights:-It-is-amatter
of education as well as a change of
mentality in general. If we can achieve
this, if we can educate le and end

- the so-called culture of violence, I -
think the problem will be solved to a
large extent. We can have excellent
laws but if we do not apply these laws
in a way which would stop the vio-
lence, then the problem will continue.

= Do you think your government
can achieve this?
— This is not a matter of one gov-.

emnment or several governments to
come to power. This should be a con-
tinuous effort. I mean all the govern-
ments should give the first priority to

this subject. We, as the 55th govern-
ment, want to achieve whatever we
can in a positive direction and strive to
make Turkey a country which is not
constantly criticized for its human
rights situation. A change of mentality
requires long efforts. We see violence
is applied in some Western countries
which criticize Turkey on human
rights issues. For example, what the
lice did to Haitians in prison in the
Elonited States was unacceptable. We
have also learned that the
Scandinavian countries, which have

been exemplary in respect to human
rights, had carried out involuntary
sterilization of human beings. Turkish
society canniever accept something -
like this. )

We want to stop all kinds of human
rights violations in Turkey. And this
will be realized on one hand through
administrative measures and amend-
ments in the laws and most important-
ly through a change of mentality. A
long-term endeavor is essential for
this change of mentality.

There is full consensus and will on
the part of the 55th government to ele-
vate respect for human rights to the
highest level.

Susurluk gang released,
Ciller demands apology

A surprise decision
to release suspects

Opinio

in a gang linked _
to the state elicits Hokon

surprise reaction o
from Ciller As|ane||

surprise decision in the Susuriuk

road accident trial was announced

by the Istanbul State Security Court

DGM) after the trial finished late .

Friday evening. Members of the Special -
Operation Teams including former Chief of
Teams Ibrahim Sahin, accused of member-
ship in a criminal organisation, were .
released due to lack of evidence. :

The trial was attended by the arrested
suspects Ibrahim $ahin, Ayhan Ak¢a, Ziya
Bandirmalioglu, Ayhan Carkin, Ercan Ersoy
and Ofuz Yorulmaz.

Five witnesses including Ekrem
-Marakoglu, an advocate of mysteriously
assassinated King of Casinos Omer Liitfii
Topal, were heard by the court. At around 7
pm the court declared its surprise decision
as all suspects were found innocent of
involvement in a criminal organisation.

Members of the Special Teams fbrahim
Sahin, Ayhan Ak¢a and Ziya .
Bandirmalioglu were welcomed by their rel-
atives.in front of the Metris Prison, while
the rest of the suspects were not released
due to involvement in the Topal trial.

iller on Susuriuk

rue Path Party leader Tansu Ciller’s
statements concerning the special team
people and Ibrahim Sahin, the former
deputy director of the police’s Special
Activity Office, after the Susurluk court
case was dismissed, were met with sur-
prise. Ciller insisted that Sahin and the
other policemen should be given apolo-
gies and didn’t hesitate to show them as

eroes. ,

But remember a photograph taken at -
the circumcision ceremony for Sahin’s
son two years ago, where he and the spe-
cial team police were playing arm in arm.
with Abdullah Catli. There wasa
Turkish Republic state’s police chief and
policemen arm in arm with a defendent
in a murder case and a fugitive from the

law. The police whose duty it is to arrest
fugitives and haul them up before the
court have been cleared of charges
despite the fact that this photo had been
published.

Yet the former prime minister of
Turkey didn’t hesitate to describe the
police chief who let himself be pictured
with a fugitive as a persecuted hero.
Speaking in Ankara at a meeting of the

True Path Party’s chairman’s council she .

said, “Sahin has been one step away from
martyrdom and his pardon must be
begged for — he and the other members.
of the special teams must also be restored
to their jobs.”

The one possible reaction to this
behavior is a saying such as “appear-
ances speak for themselves.”

.September 16, 1997

Turkish Dally News
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Water issue
heats up again

Besides the International Herald Tribune conference on water supply
in Istanbul at the end of this month, the European Union has also
adopted an initiative that will focus on regional water conflicts

AYSE KARABAT ELLEGAARD
Ankara - Turkish Daily News

m Water supply and it finance will
be the focus of a forthcoming con-
ference organized by the
International Herald Tribune. The
“World Water: Financing for the
future” conference, to be held on
Sept. 30 in Istanbul, is to be
chaired by President Siileyman
Demirel and attended by foreign
investors and experts. It is expected
that further foreign investment will
be attracted to the Southeastern
Anatolia Project (GAP).

Turkey’s biggest project, GAP,
initially had some difficulties find-
ing foreign finance because of the
pressure of Arab League, and was
largely financed by the national
resources, budget.

But Later some foreign
investors, for example, World Bank
financed some projects within GAP
especially the ones that have sus-
tainable development aspects.

The US Eximbank; a Consortium
of Swiss and German Banks; the
Italian and French governments,
the Council of Europe Social
Development Fund, and
International Bank of
Reconstruction and Development

are the main financial institutions
providing loans and' grants to GAP.
When GAP is completed more than
four million acres of land will be
irrigated and 18 new hydroelectric
power stations will be built.

The forthcoming conference will
focus on such subjects as Raising
equity and investment; Prospects in
the water industry; Managing Risks
in financing water Projects; Project
Finance; Special issues in Complex
International Structures.

Turkey offered a three step plan
to Iraq and Syria outlining determi-
nation of the sources of water, the
qualities of the soil, and the
demand for water.

After carrying out the relevant
research, the countries will discuss
the findings in relation to water
supply and usage.

. In 1987 late President Turgut
Ozal signed a protocol with Syria
during his.visit to Damascus.
According to this protocol until
further decisions are made Turkey
will allow the flow of 500 cubic
metre water per second to Syria.
Turkish officials are regularly
reviewing and extending this
amount.

September 13, 1997
Turkish Daily News

Recently, the United Nations
General Assembly accepted a pro-
posal that would allow the lower
countries to restrict the facilities of
the upper countries on transbound-
ry rivers for 18 months. Turkey and
some other countries strongly
opposed this.

With such conflicts in mind the
European Union has begun an ini-
tiative that is aimed at resolving
some of the regional water prob-
lems.

Next year, in Paris, there will be
a conference on the issue. Turkish
Foreign Ministry officials have
welcomed this initiative and in
principle Turkey is prepared to par-
ticipate in a active and constructive
way.

Meanwhile Turkish Foreign
Ministry officials said that they
don’t have any information about
State Minister Salih Yildinm’s
statement arguing for the excess
flow of waters of the Tigris and
Euphrates to be sold to Iraq and
Syria. Foreign Ministry officials
said that, according to international
regulations for transboundry rivers,
selling water to lower countries
was not possible.

L'Iran tente de tirer profit de 'agacement arabe devant

la diplomatie américaine

LE MONDE / SAMED! 13 SEPTEMBRE 1997

CE N’EST PAS encore une
brouille, mais I'agacement est ma-
nifeste. Il ne se passe désormais
pas une semaine sans que les
membres arabes de la coalition
mise sur pied par les Etats-Unis en
1990 A Poccasion de la deuxiéme
guerre du Golfe, contre I'lrak, ne
témoignent de leur mauvaise hu-
meur vis-2-vis de Washington, ac-
cusé de sacrifier les intéréts arabes
au profit de son alliance avec Is-
raél.

Parmi ces détracteurs, la Syrie
figure 2 la meilleure place. Depuis
le gel des discussions avec I'Etat

juif A propos du sort du Golan sy-
rien et, surtout, depuis 'annonce
de I'alliance militaire des deux al-
liés historiques des Etats-Unis que
sont Israél et la Turquie, Damas
multiplie les avertissements. Le
voyage du président syrien Hafez
El Assad a Téhéran, le 31juillet,
alors que ses déplacements
restent rares, et la réouverture os-
tensible, quelques semaines aupa-
ravant, pour le passage des mar-
chandises, de la frontidre
syro-irakienne fermée depuis 1979
en sont parmi les plus manifestes.

L'Iran et I'lrak sont en effet les

cibles privilégiées de la diplomatie
américaine du double endigue-
ment. Certes, la vieille rivalité qui
a longtemps opposé Bagdad et
Damas relativise la portée de la
décision de réouverture de leurs
frontieres. Début juillet, le pré-
sident syrien a d’ailleurs indiqué,
dans un entretien publié par le
quotidien égyptiens Al Ahram, que
le niveau de coopération entre les
deux pays était «suffisant » pour
Pinstant. En revanche, la Syrie et

I'Iran ne cessent de consolider.

leurs bonnes relations militaires et
leurs échanges commerciaux,

19



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

réaffirmés en juillet & Damas par
% Haut Comité syro-iranien.
L’agacement de I'Arabie saou-

dite s’exprime sur un mode mi-

neur. Le suivisme reproché par les
pays arabes 2 la diplomatie améri-
caine vis-a-vis de la politique
adoptée par Benyamin Nétanya-
hou est renforcé a Ryad par les
tensions provoquées par les ré-
cents attentats antiaméricains,
notamment celui de Khobar, en
juin 1996. Les réticences des auto-
rités saoudiennes devant la volon-
té américaine d’accélérer les en-
quétes et de dépécher sur place
ses propres équipes n’ont pas res-
. tauré la confiance entre les deux
parties. Ryad sait que I'omnipré-
sence américaine alimente les res-
sentiments de la population et
conforte son opposition isla-
mique. :
Comme avec la Syrie, I'Iran

tente de profiter de ces dissen-

sions pour reprendre pied de

Fautre c6té du Golfe persique. Ré-
tablissement de liaisons aériennes
régulieres, échanges diploma-
tiques, présence iranienne a la
Foire commerciale de Djeddah:
les relations entre ’Arabie saou-
dite et I'Iran. vont bon train en dé-
pit des réticences historiques et
religieuses qui existent entre les
deux pays, surtout depuis la révo-
lution iranienne de 1979, et malgré
la dépendance du royaume vis-a-
vis des Etats-Unis,

L’élection de Mohammad Kha-
tami 2 la présidence iranienne n’a
pas inversé le mouvement impulsé
par son prédécesseur, Ali Akbar
Hachémi-Rafsandjani. Bien au
gontraire. « Notre premiére priorité
&t d’engager un dialogue sincére
avec les monarchies du Golfe per-
sique pour parvenir a des accords

de sécurité sans présence de forces
étrangéres », a rappelé la semaine
derniére le ministre de la défense
iranien, Ali Chamkliani. -~

UN ATOUT CONJONCTUREL
Dans son jeu, la diplomatie ira-
nienne dispose d’un atout

conjoncturel de poids: la tenue,

prévue en décembre a Téhéran, du
trés cecuménique sommet de I'Or-
ganisation de la conférence isla-
mique (OCI), qui risque de

concurrencer sérieusement la -

conférence économique de Doha,
en novembre au Qatar, censée ac-
compagner, aprés celles de Casa-
blanca, ¢ Amman et du Caire, les
avancées du processus de paix is-
raélo-arabe. Dans cette perspec-
tive, le ministre des affaires étran-
géres iranien va accomplir
prochainement une vaste tournée

régionale pour contrebalancer

celle de M Albright. Lundi § sep-

tembre, Kamal Kharazi a d’ailleurs.

déclaré que son pays était « prét a
engidger un dialogue sérieux avec
ses voisins arabes afin d’en faire
une zone sans armes de destruction
massive et garantir la paix et la sta-

“bilité ».

L’Arabie saoudite a déja fait
part de son intention de ne pas se
rendre a Doha, ce qui risque d’en-
trainer 2 sa suite un bon nombre
de pays du Golfe. De son cdté,
I'Iran a ostensiblement invité le
roi Fahd, souvent représenté, par
le passé, de la pire maniére par la
propagande révolutionnaire ira-
nienne, au sommet de 'OCI. Doha
contre Téhéran : au cours des pro-
chaines semaines, la diplomatie
américaine aura fort 2 faire pour
contrer son homologue iranienne.

Gilles Paris

Disgruntled in Europe, |

Turkish Dally News

SAADET ORUC

Ankara- Turkish Dai!y News

Ankara turns east

undersecretary, before leaving to repre-
sent Turkey at NATO, will express
Ankara’s concern about the presence of
the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) in
Iraqi territories, during his talks in
Baghdad which will take place at the

invitation of Iraq.

® Amid Ankara’s worsening relations
with Europe, Turkey set sail for new
horizons by seeking better ties with its
neighbors in the Middle East.

Following the recent visit by Foreign
Ministry Deputy Undersecretary Ali
Tuygan as presidential envoy to
Tehran, Undersecretary Onur Oymen,
Turkey’s top diplomat, travelled to two
critical Middle Eastern capitals, -
Amman and Baghdad, for intensive
meetings. :

Earlier, after being received by
Iranian President Mohammad Khatemi,
Tuygarn had conducted talks with offi-
cials in Tehran on the normalization of
ties between Ankara and Tehran.

Turkish and Iranian foreign ministers
Ismail Cem and Kamal Harazzi will
discuss bilateral issues in detail during
the U.N. General Assembly.

Oymen left Ankara on’Saturday for a
working dinner with the Jordanian
Crown Prince, Hassan bin Tallal, in
Amman.

Oymen: more Turkish :
involvement in limited trade
Oymen, in the last days of his post as

September 15, 1997

“QOymen will also ask his Iraqi coun-
terparts for more involvement o
Turkish companies in Iraq, of course, _
within the framework of the oil-for-food prescription,” a
senior Foreign Ministry official told the TDN on '
Sunday.

Referring to the lack of governmental authority in
northern Iraq and the continuing U.N. embargo on Irag,
he pointed out that the current political and economic
situation in Iraq is temporary. ‘

“Our ties with the Baghdad government, which will
obviously get over its current Political and economic
problems, are important to us” said the Turkish diplo-
mat, - ' o
Oymen, who is to meet for two days with his Iragi
cpunt:;rgn, Undersecretary Saad el-Faisal, will discuss
bilateral issues, including those concerning security and
border trade. Additionally, Baghdad has repeatedly
expressed its concern over the cross-border operations of
the Turkish army in those Iraqi territories which are
mainly controlled by Iraqi Kurds. .

Although Ankara is worried about the presence of
PKK infiltration from Iraqi territories, an Iragi proposal
for anti-PKK cooperation was rejected by Ankara, Rafi
Mejwel el-Tikriti, former ambassador of Iraq to Ankara
told the TDN in an earlier interview. ‘

Habur... ' :
In addition, control of the oil trade across the Turkish-
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Iraqi border at Habur would be handled by the state-
owned Petroleum Company (Petrol Ofisi), following the
advice of the National Security Council (MGK). ‘

According to a news report, Petrol Ofisi, in line with
the plan, will be the main organization involved in the
distribution of the oil.

The issue was said to be directly related to the ques-
tion border revenue-sharing, which is the main deadlock
between the two rival Kurdish groups, the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) and the Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP), in the political arena of north-
em Iraq.

PUK refusal blocks Ankara process talks
Additionally, the fifth round of the multilateral peace

talks — sponsored by the United States, Britain and
Turkey and held with the participation of Iraqi Kurds
and Turkmens — which was scheduled to take place on
Sept. 11, was postponed because of the meeting’s boy-
cott by the Jalal Talabani-led PUK, Safeen Dizayee of
KDP told the TDN on Sunday.

*“The PUK is not only boycotting the Ankara talks,
but also has not participated in the Peace Monitorin
Force (PMF) for ten weeks,” said Dizayee, adding that
they were ready to discuss all the bilateral conflicts with
the PUK, including the dispute over border revenues.

e it 2 e

FITNESS TEST- lraqi Pre

sident Saddam Hussein, in a show of physical fitness, crosses the Tigres
river three times. The swim took place on the anniversary of the President crossing the river in

Turkish Daily News
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of the U.N. Special Commission in
charge of ridding Iraq of chemical, bio-
logical and ballistic arms.

The incidents — one on Saturday and
another on Monday— were similar to
those last June when the Security Council
threatened further measures against Iraq
if it barred inspectors from sensitive sites
in their quest for weapons of mass
destruction and related materials.

President Saddam Hussein’s Iraq
argued then that it could not allow probes
in sites dealing with national secun
after the United Nations complained that
its inspections were blocked and that Iraq
interfered with a helicopter flight in mid-
air. Unless the inspectors are satisfie
stringent sanctions against Igaq.cfartmu-
larly oil exports, cannot be lifted. The '
embargoes were imposed in 1990 after
Baghdad invaded Kuwait. Butler said ata
news conference on Tuesday that he
complained to Aziz about two incidents

e

1959. Meanwhile, the United Nations has complained about Iraqi behavior in two potential arms  involving sensitive sites but he gave few

sites.

Iraq accused of interfering
with two UN weapons probes

In one case, an I;aqi manhandled a

Shackled: Unless inspectors are

Reuers  details except to say that agree e?ipon
procedures had not been followed.

Specifically, the inspectors reported
that they attempted to survey the Tikrit
military barracks, north of Baghdad, on
Saturday in connection with a probe into
chemical and biological weapons pro-
grams, according to envoys aware of the
contents of Butler’s letter.

Iraq declared the site a sensitive one,
which, according to agreed procedures

satisfied, stringent sanctions
against Iraq, particularly
oil exports, cannot be lifted

United Nations- Reuters

m Iraqi officials are accused of interfer-
ing with two U.N. weapons inspections
over the weekend in an apparent repeat
of incidents that drew threats from the
U.N. Security Council last June.

Ehotographer aboard a U.N. surveillance
elicopter in an incident that U.N.
sources said late on Tuesday endangered
the life of those aboard. And in both inci-
dents the U.N. inspectors, who were
allowed to enter the two sites but had to
wait for permission, saw a variety of
vehicles apparently carting off documents
they were seeking, according to diplo-
mats familiar with reports on the dispute.
The latest events were related to Tariq
Aziz, Iraq’s deputy prime minister, in a
letter from Ricgar.d gutler. the new head

meant the inspectors have to wait for spe-
cial arrangements to be made.

“But those arrangements have clear
conditions.

One of them, for example, is that the
site should freeze,” Butler said. “And I
have reason to think, for example, that
on two occasions on the weekend the
freezing process did not occur.”
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Demirel’s visit to Egypt leads

‘@ President Siiléymari Demirel’s one-

day working visit to Egypt is consid-

red to be the beginnin of anew .
5 ss in the Middle East because of

is counterpart Hosni Mubarak’s deci-

- sion to raise the discussion at the

forthcoming Arab League meeting.
The Turkish-Egyptian discussions
will be the first item on the agenda at
the Arab League foreign ministers’
meeting over the weekend.

Dunng this meeting, Egypt will

"brief the other Arab countnes on items

discussed by the two leaders, especial-
ly the Turkish-US-Israeli joint mili-
exercise, the water issue and ter-
ronsm. After Demirel’s visit,
Mubarak said that the joint military

to a new process in Mideast

. Ankara - Turkish Daily News.

lem.” Mubarak also said he would
bring up the subject of Turkey’s con-
cerns on terrorism with his Syrian
counterpart, Hafez Al Assad. Turkey
said that until Syria gives up its sup-
gorg for terrorism, it will not talk with

yria about other problems, including
the water issue. During the meetings,
Demirel and Mubarak decided to
encourage their businessmen to
increase trade. They also decided to
set up a series of regular consultations
between the undersecretaries of the -
two countries’ Foreign Ministries. The
first of these consultations will be held
before the end of this year.

One of the subjects discussed b

the two presidents was the issue of the
Russian-made S-300 missiles bought
by the Greek Cypriots. Turkish

military sources received a tip-off that
the transportation of the missile parts
to Greek C&"prus was underway.

. During the meetings, the Egyptian
‘side-assured-the Turkish authorities
that the ship’s cargo belonged to
Egypt. As a result of new attempts by

ara to improve relations wni the

Arab world, ident Siileyman
Demirel has sent messages to Middle
Eastern leaders detailing Ankara’s
approach to regional issues, the
Anatolia news agency reported.

In his message, Demirel confirmed
Turkeﬁsi support for the continuation
of the Middle East peace process.

The Turkish representative in
Jerusalem, Ethem Tokdemir, present-
ed the message to Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat.

Demire] also sent a message to
Iragi President Saddam Hussein on

ara’s policies towards Iraq, Omer
Akbel, spokesman of the Foreign
Ministry, stated on Wednesday.

During his visit to Baghdad, under-

secretary of the Foreign Ministry
Onur Oymen gave the presidential

exercise had been a concern before the
meeting, “but now it is not a prob-

authorities recently searched an
- Egyptian ship in the Bosphorus after

message to Iragi Forei
Muhammad Said el Sahhaf.

Minister

“Analyse d’une intégration réussie

«Dans le contexte géné-
ral de la France, avec ses
groblémes de chémage, de

anlieues, de beurs et de
blacks, peu de gens savent
qu'il y a des Kurdes en
France, car ils ne défrayent
pas la chronique. lis sont
pourtant plus de 100.000 ».

En quelques mots, Kendal
Nezan, président de l'insti-
tut kurde de Paris (%), a dit

l'essentiel. En dépit de sa
relative importance, la com-
munauté kurde est bien in-
tégrée.

En Auvergne et en Limou-
sin ol vivent depuis. huit
ans prés de 1.500 Kurdes
irakiens, c'est I'évidence.

Aprés quelques éphéméres

phénoménes de rejet, dans
celles des petites com-

Kendal Nezan, le président de I'lnstitut kurde de Paris,
-devant la carte de son kurdistan natal, écartelé entre la
Turquie, 'lrak et I’lran. (Photos : Christian SAGNE.)

munes les plus touchées

par le chomage ou ils ont
été accueillis, les réfugiés
font partie du paysage.

« Arrivés dans un dénue-

.. ment quasi-total, les Kurdes
_irakiens ont bénéficié d'une

prise en charge efficace du-
rant leurs premiers mois de
séjour. En retour de cet ac-
cueil, leur sens de la res-
ponsabilité collective les a
conduit A renvoyer la meil-
leure image possible d’eux-
mémes », explique Kendal
Nezan.

PAS EVIDENT

"Pourtant, cette bonne in-

tégration n’avait rien d'évi-

dent au départ, pour une
population d’origine rurale
et de confession musul-
mane (sunnite). «Mais les
Kurdes sont des gens cou-
rageux et travailleurs et ils
avaient la volonté de s'en
sortir, aprés avoir vécu des
choses difficiles», ‘poursuit
le président de I'Institut
kurde de Paris.

Aussi recevable soit-elle,
I'explication ne vaut pas
pour tout et notamment pas

-pour I’éonnante liberté de

meeurs de la communauté
kurde au regard, par

exemple de celle des Turcs
immigrés en Auvergne, dont
I'assimilation est notoire-
ment moins avancée : «Les
ressortissants turcs sont
souvent plus religieux et
plus conservateurs, ex-
plique Kendal .Nezan; les
réfugiés kurdes, eux, sont
des gens plus politisés, plus
laics aussi. Et dans leur so-
ciété traditionnelle, les
femmes kurdes ont toujours
été plus libres ».

Mais cela ne signifie pas
I'absence de tous pro-
blemes «Les familles
connaissent des conflits de
générations, surtout
lorsqu'il s’agit de I'indépen-
dance des jeunes filles.
Mais il existe des média-
teurs au sein de la commu-
nauté qui s'efforcent de gé-
rer les problémes au mieux.
Et les réussites scolaires et
universitaires de certaines:
font office de puissants
contre-poids ».

(") Présent 2 .linauguration de
I'exposition des photos de Krista
Boggs (voir par ailleurs), Kendal Ne-.
zan a également animé, hier soir, au
cinéma Pathé Capitole, un débat
consécutif & la projection du film
« Beko », réalisé par Nizamettin
Aric ; premier film tourné en langue
kurde par un réalisateur kurde,
« Beko » a obtenu le prix du public
eu festival de Venise en 1996.
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REFUGIES

L’immense nostalgie des kurdes

Une jeune photographe américaine, Krista Boggs, a vecu plusieurs se-
maines au sein des familles kurdes irakiennes installées en Auvergne-Li-
mousin depuis 1989. L’exposition qu’elle présente a Clermont traduit
I'immense nostalgie d’une population en exil.

C ‘EST une histoire de re-
gards. Regards de photo-
graphe, regards des sujets. Re-
gards qui donnent & voir,
regards qui donnent a penser.

«Je ne peux photographier
que ce que je ressens », confie
Krista Boggs. En 1996, cette
jeune photographe ameéricaine
a partagé, pendant plusieurs
semaines, la vie quotidienne de
familles kurdes d'Auvergnet et
de Creuse.

Elle en a tirh — au sens
rropre — une série d’images a
a fois sobres et intenses.
Toutes donnent a voir la vie

uotidienne des familles instal-

depuis 1989 en Auvergne-
Limousin, aprés les bombarde-
ments chimiques perpétrés au
Kurdistan par I'armée irakienne.

Parqués dans des camps de
réfugiés en Turquie, ils ont pu
étre accueillis en Fmade grace
a l'intervention de Danielle Mit-
terrand, présidente de la fonda-
tion « France Libertés ». Aprés
trois mois de transit au camp
militaire de Bourg-Lastic, les
350 réfugiés ont été répartis
entre Vic-le-Comte et Cler-
mont-Ferrand (Puy-de-Déme),
Arvant, Sainte-Florine, Auzon et
Lempdes (Haute-Loire), Au-
zances et Mainsat (Creuse) et
Peyrelavade (Corréze).

SEPT ANS PLUS TARD

Sept ans plus tard, durant
I'été 1986, Knsta Boggs a vécu
dans lintimité de quelques-
unes de ces familles. Elle a
partagé leurs repas et leurs dis-
tractions, regu leurs confi-
dences.

Exposé en noir et blanc sur
les murs de I'Espace municipal
Pierre-Laporte, au Centr Jaude
de Clermont-F (1), le résultat
est saisissant de nostalgie et
de dignité mélées.

(1) Présentée jusqu'au 27 sep-
tembre (du mardi au samedi, de
12 heures A 19 heures), cette expo-
sition a été inaugurée hier, en pré-
sence de Mustafa Said, président
de I'Association Franco-Kurde de
Clermont-Ferrand ; Michéle André,
adjointe au maire de Clermont-Fer-
rand ; Kendal Nezan, président de
I'Institut kurde de Paris, et diverses
personnalités locales.

«|l y a des expos qu’'on voit,
puis on sort et on oublie...,
commente Krista avec son ini-
mitable accent américain. Moi,
je voudrais que les gens se
souviennent. Parce que ce ne
sont pas des immigrés comme
les autres... ».

L'impression premiére qui se
dégage de ses photos est celle
d'une immense nostalgie. Nos-
talgie d'un pays desormais
inaccessible, nostalgie d’une
culture qui, peu a peu, se dilue
dans un mode de vie différent.

«Ce mal du pays, je I'ai en-
core mieux compris I'année
suivante, quand j'étais au Kur-
distan, explique la photo-
graphe.

J'ai été accueillie chez des
membres de leur famille épar-
gnés par les bombardements.
J'ai vu les couleurs, j'ai senti
les odeurs, j'ai compris I'inten-
sité des liens familiaux. La-bas,

ils ont de grandes maisons, des
champs... Ici, ils sont a I'étroit
dans de petits appatements, ils
souffrent d'étre illés en
France, aux Etats-Unis ou au
Canada ». ’

RETOUR IMPOSSIBLE

Ce retour impossible se lit
d’autant plus douloureusement
sur les visages que le Epoids
des ans y est lourd. Et les
photos, en couleurs cette fois,
prises par Krista Boggs au Kur-
distan et exposées sur des
panneaux voisins, expliquent
mieux que tous les mots du
monde les raisons de cette
inextinguible nostalgie.

NOUVEAU MONDE

Méme les enfants, en dépit
de leur insouciance naturelle,
ni'tééchappent pas a cette gra-
vite.

Pourtant, rarement commu-
nauté étrangére se sera aussi
bien intégrée (lire par ailleurs).
Huit ans leur arrivée, les
Kurdes irakiens se sont fondus
dans la masse. Les plus jeunes
sont parfaitement scolarisés,
les hommes en dge de travailier
se sont formée aux métiers les
plus divers, les femmes ont
passé leur permis de conduire
et les tenues vestimentaires

des adolescents n'ont rien a
envier a celles des Frangais de
leur age.

« Les filles vont a la piscine,
s’habillent comme les gargons,
rapporte Krista; les meéres de
famille prennent la pilule, toutes
choses inimaginables au Kur-
distan. Mais en méme temps,
ils préservent les bons cotés de
leur culture : la solidarité, le
sens de la famille, le respect
des personnes agées... ».

Ouvrant le livre d'or de la

Krista Boggs (a droite) a su saisir le regard intérieur

premiére exposition de ces
mémes photos, présentées du-
rant I'automne 1996 a I'institut
kurde de Paris, la photographe
indique un commentaire ma-
nuscrit évoquant « une popula-
tion en exil cherchant & recréer
un univers tout en essayant de
s’intégrer au nouveau monde ».

C’est exactement ce que don-
nent & voir les tirages de Krista

Boggs.

Y. LE FAOU.

d’une communauté en exil.
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'Kurdish refugees:
The new ‘invisibles’

Flight to safety marks start of a long j journey and an uncertain
future for asylum-seekers

ATHENS NEWS

SUNDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 1997
R

Euroklnisi

They come in all shapes and sizes: Refugees’ tough j Joumey to sqfety is pamcularly hard on children. Several infants are among the

By CHris ANDREWS

SPECIAL TO THE ATHENS NEWS

A’I"HENS this past summer had some-

thing of the feel that Lisbon must have

had during World War II. Because of
Portugal’s neutrality, Lisbon then be-
came a meeting ground for Allied and
Axis intelligence operatives as well as
the exit point for refugees seeking es-
cape from Europe’s paroxisms. Lisbon
meant the. possibility of reaching Eng-
land or the haven of the Americas.
Likewise, Athens' teems today with
Kurdish  political and economic
refugees, also in transit, as well as with
informers working for the Iraqi, Turkish
and Iranian governments,. from which
the refugees are escaping. This surge of
Kurdish refugees is straining Athens’

Kurdish refugees at the Pendeli camp

relief agencies; the camps set up outside
the city cannot prowde beds for all of
them and many sleep in the parks.

It’s very easy to sit having coffee in
chic Kolonaki or Thission and be un-
aware of these strangers. They have no
badges that identify them. But look

more carefully: they are hawking flow- .
ers on street corners, waiting in Dafni to-

be hired by anyone who needs labour-
ers, congregating outside MacDonald’s
in Omonia (where most cannot afford
to eat) to enjoy its ambience and the air-
conditioning which ﬂows out into the
street.

"I have come to know somethmg of the

- world of Kurdish refugees through vol-
_ unteering to teach them English. My

students include professionals - teach-
ers, writers, engineers - as well as un-

skilled workers. Most have arrived in -

Greece aftera dangerous and, for many,
traumatic passage through Iran and-
Turkey. They know compatriots who
did not survive this ordeal. They are
people without passports who must
somehow make new lives for them-
selves. Most hope to reach Germany or
Holland where they hope they will be
given monthly stipends and living
spaces. Most hope to return to Kurdis-

. tdn when they have Dutch or German

passports though some. recognise that
they can never return until their country

is free because of their visibility and po-

litical - affiliations. None of the men I
have spoken with is opumlsnc about
Kurdistan’s future.

Z is a quiet, cultured man of 30 who
received his diploma in chemistry from
Saladin University and taught that sub-
ject in Kurdistan. He left Iraq in a party
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of 45 men guided by a kachagche (smug-
gler) to whom each man had paid $400
to be taken to Istanbul. They walked
first to Iran and from there travelled by
bus to Istanbul. There, Z paid $800 to
reach Greece, and from Istanbul his
group made three attempts before they
were successful.

On the first attempt, Turkish police
stopped the bus they were on and de-
tained them, confiscating their money
and, in Z’s case, his diplomas and teach-
ing credentials. On the second, their
boat capsized in early morning dark-
ness, but miraculously all survived. A
month later, they tried again and
reached a village on the Greek side of
the border where, he says, the police
fired at them and took them into cus-
tody. After three days they were sent
back to Turkey, but later the same night
they successfully crossed into Greece
and began a fifteen-night walk, finally
reaching a Muslim village where they
were able to buy food and medicine. At
this point they numbered 35, some of
the original members having been de-
tained in Turkey or having been unable
to keep up with the pace of their walk.

Progressing westward to other vil-
lages, they changed into clean clothing
and split up into groups of five to take
buses or trains into Thessaloniki and on
to Athens. Here they have slept in city
parks - "Hotel Park" they refer to it
with smiles - and worked at anything
they can find. (If they sell a bouquet of
10 roses as individual flowers they make
250 drs). They have been largely depen-
dent on Roman Catholic refief organisa-
tions for food.

The next destination in their journey

will be Patras where they hope to be
smuggled in lorries onto the ferries to
Italy. From there they say they can trav-
el by taxi to Nice for $200 and, if unde-
tected, pass through France to Stras-
bourg. Information on these routes and

Eurokinisi

.
e

¥
P

contacts come through the refugee
pipeline, and Z has recorded it in neat,
minuscule handwriting onto tiny pages
from a miniature date diary which can
be concealed or easily swallowed if they
are searched. He hopes to find work in a
medical laboratory in Germany where
he says he will be given $300 a month
and his rent will be paid. Even more
problematic is the reaction of the Ger-
man government and people to such a
heavy influx of Kurdish refugees and
the fact that, although Z’s English is ex-
cellent, he speaks no German. When |
ask if he expects to return to Kurdistan,
his answer is an emphatic "Yes".
Intelligent and articulate, A is a writer
and editor in the fields of psychology
and sociology. He arrived in Athens last
week after a frightening eleven-night
walk through Turkey followed by an-
other thirteen nights’ walking in
Greece. On these short summer nights.
the group found it difficult to travel any
distance before they had to search for
hiding places to sleep in during the day-
light hours. This, combined with the
constant fear of capture by Turkish or
Greek police and the uncertainty of
finding food and water, made the jour-
ney a nightmarish experience for him.

Speaking as an Iraqi, A is vehement:
"I hate my country. You have no idea
how completely individual freedom has
been destroyed. People cannot develop
as full individuals because individuality
is suspect.”

At 28, K’s life has been scarred and
pitted by the bitter upheavals of his
country. He remembers all too w1 his
fear one morning in 1974 - he was in the
first form - when Iraqi jets flew low over
his school in Halabja. No bombs {ell on
them that day, and with his family he
fled to Iran where they lived in a
refugee camp. He smiles as he recalls

the red toy ambulance he played with in
front of his tent.

Returning to Halabja in 1975, his
family found their house destroyed and
moved to the city of Sulaimanya where
he completed his schooling. From there
he went to Baghdad to the Institute of
Medical Technology where he trained
as a dental technician.

In 1987, his birthplace, Halabja, was
attacked with chemical weapons on
Saddam Hussein's orders. Five thou-
sand people died, and the rest of the
population fled the town which was
then completely levelled by troops using
dynamite and bulldozers. Four years lat-
er Halabja was being rebuilt and in 1992
K felt a need to be part of the effort,
and joined the staff of the dentistry de-
partment in the newly rebuilt hospital.
He also equipped his own practice and
laboratory with, he proudly notes. "the
most-best [sic] modern equipment".

For five years he experienced the civil
war between Kurdish political parties
which endanger the daily life of the
town's population. Finally, this past
April, he could endure his life in Halab-
ja no longer. He locked up his office and
laboratory and went to lran where he
began the long trip to Greece.

Our talks have obviously been diffi-
cult for him: "Since childhood, I did not
rest in any city." I try to thank him for
speaking and to let him know that, in al-
lowing me to tell some of his story, he
may bring support to Kurdistan and the
Kurdish people. Finally, the inevitable
and the most difficult question: "Do you
think you will return to your country?”
There is a long silence. Then, agonising-
ly, "I don’t know. I'm not sure.”

These men represent some of the di-
versity of Kurds in Athens this late
summer. Many are in denial that they
have lost Kurdistan, that, in all proba-
bility, they will never see their home-
land again. Their lives here are lived
against a backdrop, never far from their
minds, of daily Iraqi bombing, against
memories of Iraqi chemical weapons,
against the fratricide of civil war.

One question haunts them: When
they reach Holland and Germany,
when they have new passports, when
they’ve saved some money, will their
families - their wives, their children,
their mothers, their fathers, their broth-
ers and sisters - will they be alive to be
brought out of the ravaged cities and
towns of Kurdistan?

Striking for help: Iraqi Kurds stage

d asit-in and hunger strike outside the A yios Andreas camp last year to protest against
bureaucratic delays in processing their applications for asylum
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- Yilmaz: Bonn the key to

Turkey’s EU bid

Ankara- Turkish Daily News

# Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz said that
Bonn was the key to Turkey gaining full
membership to the European Union
(EU), in an interview with the German
magazine “Der Spiegel” on Saturday, in
which he discussed Turkish domestic
and foreign policy. :

Yilmaz said that the Welfarepath
coalition had damaged the country with
Erbakan’s policies, which isolated
Turkey from the international arena.

“Erbakan believed that he would
change the international balances by
making Turkey the leader of the Islamic
world. This attitude not only disturbed
Turkish relations with the West, but also
with the Islamic countries which do not
approve of his Islamic leadership,” said
Yilmaz.

When asked about the chances of the
Islamists, Yilmaz said that the public had
become conscious of the threat after the
policies of the previous government and
added: o

“People were scared that democracy
and secularism would disappear. They
were even scared that the state might dis-
appear in the future. For these reasons,
the Welfarepath coalition received pres-
sure from all of the community lobby
groups. I am sure that Erbakan will lose
in the upcoming elections.”

Yilmaz also pointed out that most of
the Welfare Party’s (RP) voters were
from the low-income classes and the left
wing. When questioned about the possi-
ble closure of the RP, Yilmaz said he
couldn’t comment on the affairs of the
judiciary, but that, personally, he wasn’t .
against the idea of the prohibiting politi-
_cal parties.

The uneducated section of society has
been supporting the RP, and because of
this the government has been forced to
increase mandatory primary schools edu-
cation from five years to eight years,
Yilmaz added. He also pointed out that it
was a shame that in this aspect Turkey
was on the same level as underdeveloped
countries, and that it was his administra-

tion’s intention to prepare Turkey for the'

21st century by making large-scale edu-
cation investments.

Yilmaz also spoke about irregularities
in the state system, saying that the recent
increase in such irregularities had hap-
pened due to the lack of success by the
judiciary and management systems.

“We need a Turkish ‘perestroika.” We

'We need a Turkish ‘perestroika.” We should reorganize

all the state units. Currently all decisions are made in Ankara.
We should allocate this responsibility among the regions.
Our parliamentary system needs reorganization’

should reorganize all the state units
Currently all decisions are made in
Ankara. We should allocate this respon-

-sibility among the regions. Our parlia-

mentary system needs reorganization,” -
he commented. . :

Yilmaz also-said that he would never -
again establish a coalition with Tansu
Giller, because in her current position
even her party members are beginning to
rebel against her. One third of the, .
Truepath Party deputies have left the
party and if this trend continues, Ciller
will disappear from Turkey’s_political
scene forever.

He commented that most Turkish citi-
zens are Muslims, but that Turkey was
unique among Islamic countries, in suc-

ceeding at implementing démocracy and -

secular institutions. He added that
although Western countries were unable
to understand the power of the military
glxi Turkey, the military hadn’t abused

5. :

Commenting on the recent
Constitutional changes, Yilmaz said that
two years ago the government changed

Turkish Daily News

Monday September 22, 1997

twenty articles of the Constitution.
On human rights abuses in Turkey,

. Yilmaz said these were individual excep-

tions and mustn’t be generalized, adding:

“I have always believed that
Southeastern problem couldn’t be solved
by military methods. We will revoke the
emergency rule which was implemented
ten years ago. We will try to develop the
region’s economic situation. If the eco- -
nomic structure of the region is
improved, I am sure it will be more pow-,
erful than the militaristic approach.”

With high inflation and unemploy-
ment rates, it was impossible for Turkey
to become a full member of the EU,
according to Yilmaz, who also claimed
that the human rights issue must be han-
dled. :

“Turkey fulfilled its duties during the .
Cold War period. That’s why it must be

- involved in the EU. The union cannot

block Turkey’s membership on religious
and cultural grounds. In fact, we

- wouldn’t like to be a part of such a prej-

udiced organization,” said Yilmaz.
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Der tiirkische Regierungschef unter Druck
Wachsende Ungeduld der Armeefiihrung

Seit Mitte September zeichnen sich die ersten klaren Risse im Beziehungsgeflecht der tiir-
kischen Armee und der Regierung Yilmaz ab. Wihrend der Generalstab immer ungeduldiger
das Kabinett auffordert, hirter gegen die Islamisten vorzugehen, lehnt der Regierungschef
neue antiislamistische Massnahmen ab. Die tiirkische Gesellschaft sei am Rande der Explo-

sion, lautet sein Argument.

it. Istanbul, 21. September

"Mitte dieses Monats ist bei einer Cocktailparty
des tiirkischen Generalstabs fiir Journalisten ein

‘erster tiefer Riss zwischen der Armee und der

neuen Regierung Yilmaz zum Vorschein gekom-
men. Der Generalsekretir des Generalstabs, Oz-
kasnak, liess dort durchsickern, dass das Militér
den Absichten der neuen Regierung im Kampf
gegen die islamistische Bewegung nicht .vollends
vertraue. Die Sensibilitiit des Generalstabs in be-
zug auf die fundamentalistische Bedrohung
scheine die Regierung nicht zu teilen. -

Verbaler Schlagabtausch

Die Botschaft des Generals kam rasch bei

ihrem Zielpublikum an. Die -tiirkische Gesell-

schaft schenkt «Warnungen» ihrer Armeefithrung .-

ohnehin stets Aufmerksamkeit, tauchen doch seit
Beginn des Jahres regelmassig Gertichte iiber be-
vorstehende Staatsstreiche auf. Das Massenblatt
«Hiirriyet» beschuldigte in einem bissigen Leit-
artikel die Regierung, gegen die Islamisten allzu
trige vorzugehen. Das Justizministerium beriick-
sichtige Anzeigen gegen religise Extremisten
nicht, zitierte es anonyme Generile. Die Bil-
dungsreform, mit der die Regierung den Einfluss
der religidsen Schulen einzuschrinken hofft, rei-
che nicht aus. «Hiirriyet» folgerte, dass der
Generalstab von der Regierung neue Massnah-
men gegen die Islamisten verlange.

Die Antwort des Regierungschefs liess nicht
lange auf sich warten. Aus dem fernen Kasach-
stan, wo er sich aufhielt, erklirte Mesut Yilmaz,
die Sicherheitskriifte seien mit der Verteidigung
des Landes und mit der Bekimpfung des «kurdi-
schen Terrorismus» genug ausgelastet. Deshalb
brauchten sie sich nicht auch noch um die Islami-

.sten zu kiimmern, zumal seine Regierung sich der

Gefahren bewusst sei. Der Regierungschef lehnte
neue antiislamistische Massnahmen ab. Die tlirki-
sche Gesellschaft sei bereits am Rande der Explo-
sion, sagte er den anwesenden Journalisten,

Die Beziehungen zwischen der Regierung und
der Armeefiihrung erreichten damit einen Tief-
punkt. Der Generalstab dementierte zwar den Be-
richt von «Hiirriyet», aber er tat es in einer selt-
samen:Weise: Es-sei nicht wahr, dass der General-
stab die Regierung Yilmaz mit der vorherigen
Regierung des Islamistenfiihrers Erbakan gleich-
setze, hiess es. Worte des Vertrauens waren dieser
Erklarung aber nicht zu entnehmen. Seit diesem
in der Offentlichkeit ausgetragenen Streit machen

-in der Tiirkei wilde Spekulationen die Runde. Die
‘| Frage, ob das Land von der Regierung oder in

Wirklichkeit vom Generalstab regiert wird, be-
herrscht dabei die 6ffentliche Debatte.

Eine Regierung ohne Macht?

Die Islamisten der Wohlfahrtspartei (Refah)
betrachten Yilmaz' Koalitionsregierung als illegi-
tim. Laut ihrer Argumentation hat die Armeefiih-
rung Erbakans Regierung zum Riicktritt gezwun-
gen und Yilmaz so zur Macht verholfen. Die der-

zeitige Regierung konne daher nichts anderes sein
als das Ausfiihrungsorgan des Generalstabs. Die
gemdssigten Islamisten im Umkreis des Geist-
lichen Fethullah Giilen sprechen ebenfalls von
einer Regierung ohne Kompetenzen. Seit Beginn
dieser Woche berichtet ihre Zeitung «Zaman»,
dass die Regierung durch einen Erlass sich selber
und das Parlament entmachtet habe. Der Erlass
war unter dem Namen «Krisenmanagement Zen-
trum» bereits letzten Januar von der Regierung
Erbakan herausgegeben worden. Yilmaz soll ihn
nun reaktiviert haben. Der Erlass erméchtigt den
Generalsekretar des Nationalen Sicherheitsrates,
der in der Regel ein General ist, den Ausnahme-
zustand ausrufen, ohne zuvor auf Regierung und
Parlament Riicksicht nehmen zu miissen. Gemiss
Artikel 4 des Erlasses darf der Ausnahmezustand

-ausgerufen werden, wenn die Unteilbarkeit der

Republik gefihrdet wird, aber auch wenn gewalt-
volle soziale Unruhen drohen oder allgemein

‘| wenn die «nationalen Interessen» bedroht sind.

Der Chefkolumnist von «Zaman» bezeichnet
den Erlass als verfassungswidrig. Laut Grund-
gesetz ist es die Regierung, die einen Ausnahme-
zustand ausrufen kann, und das Parlament muss
abschliessend dariiber entscheiden. Die ausser-
ordentlichen Kompetenzen, die dem Generalstab
eingeriumt werden, lassen Juristen von einer
«Junta in Zivil» sprechen.

Druck der unteren Riinge

Ermiichterung iiber die M#glichkeiten der
neuen Regierung hat mittlerweile auch im -Lager
der Liberalen die anfingliche Begeisterung er-
setzt. Der Soziologe Ali Bayramoglu hat keine
Zweifel daran, dass der Generaistab die Politik
des Landes massgeblich bestimmt. Der Eingnff
der Generile in die Politik letzten Februar habe
nicht die erhofften Resultate gebracht, sagt er im
Gesprich. Die letzten Umfragen hitten gezeigt,

"dass die Refah bei Wahlen mit rund 30 Prozent

der Stimmen grosste Partei bleiben wiirde. Ein
Wahlsieg der Islamisten wiirde aber einer morali-
schen Niederlage der Armeefiihrung gleich-
kommen. Allein diese Erkenntnis mache breite

Schichten .der Armee unruhig. Bayramoglu, der -

als Experte in Militirfragen gilt, ist selber beunru-
higt. Der anfinglich von der Armeespitze ange-
heizte Konflikt mit den Islamisten habe in den
mittleren Offiziersringen zu einer Dynamik ge-
fithrt, die nur noch mit jener von 1960 zu verglei-
chen sei. Damals hatten die unteren und mittleren
Offiziere gegen die korrupte Regierung von
Adnan Menderes, aber auch gegen die Armee-
spitze revoltiert. Dieser erste Staatsstreich in der
Tiirkei wurde der Militirfithrung faktisch von den
unteren Ringen aufgezwungen.

Wie Bayramoglu geht ein Grossteil der Presse

davon aus, dass die Armeefithrung mit den Lei-

stungen der Regierung Yilmaz nicht zufrieden sei,
weshalb sie das Kabinett zunehmend unter Druck
setze. Einig sind sich die meisten Zeitungen auch
darin, dass die Generile von Yilmaz neue, strik-
tere Massnahmen gegen die Islamisten erwarten.
Dazu diirfte auch das -Verbot der islamistischen
Wohlfahitspartei gehoren, liber das das Verfas-
sungsgericht demnichst zu entscheiden hat.
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elahattin Sénmez, a Turkish Daily News photojour-
nalist, has been awarded “The Musa Anter and Press
Martyrs’ Award” for 1997 for a picture he took of an
activist covering his mother to protect her from the
blows of police truncheons. Musa Anter was a Kurdish author
and intellectual who was Killed in Diyarbakir in 1993. No one
has been arrested for the murder as yet. This is the fifth year
of the Musa Anter and Press Martyrs’ Award.

Turkish Daily News
]

September 22, 1997
.|

Khatami says Turkey-Israel
games pose 'threat to region'

Turkish sources underline need to normalize ties
with Tehran as 'a necessity dictated by geography'
but also note 'mixed signals' coming out of Iran

Ankara - Turkish Daily News

= Iranian President
Mohammed Khatami on
Monday characterized
Turkey's up coming military
exercises with Israel and the
United States in the eastern
Mediterranean as one of the
“threats éndangering the secu-
rity of the region.”

Khatami, who was speaking
to thousands of people at a
garade of elite military units in

ehran, also identified the U.S.

naval presence in the Gulf as
the other major threat in this
context.

The Iranian president’s
remark came against the back-
drop of efforts by Ankara to

try and improved its ties with
Tehran, which have been
strained since both countries
effectively expelled each
other’s ambassadors earlier
this year. “The presence of for-
eign fleets in the Persian
Gulf...and the joint military
exercise by the United States,
Turkey and Israel...are threats
against the security of the
region,” Khatami said, accord-
ing to Reuters.

Senior Turkish diplomatic
sources in Ankara say that
“geographic location dictates
the necessity for Turkey to
normalize its relations with
Israel

The attendance by the

Turkish Daily News

September 23, 1997
— - - |

Iranian ambassador in Ankara
at an event organized by a fun-
damentalist mayor from one of
Ankara’s provinces in
February, and his lauding the
Sharia system there, had result-
ed in Turkey’s asking Tehran
to recall him. Iran in retaliation
had asked Ankara to recall its
ambassador in Tehran. The
two countries have still not
appointed new ambassadors.
The election of the relatively
liberal Khatami as President of
Iran had raised hopes that rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries could be set on the path of
normalization. Iranian Foreign
Minister Kamal Kharrazzi is
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expected to meet with his Turkish counterpart, Ismail
Cem in New York on the sidelines of the UN’s
- General Assembly meeting, in order to try sketch out
- the framework for normalized-ties - - -
. Foreign Ministry Deputy Undersecretary Ali
_Tuygan, travelled to Tehran recently as President
Demirel’s envoy, carrying a good will message to
President Khatami aimed at improving bilateral
ties. .

Kharrazi said last week that “the time was ripe for
normalizing Tehran-Ankara ties and reinstating
ambassadors,” Speaking to reporters in Tehran,
Kharrazi had said: “Turkey is a great Islamic state
with deep cultural bonds to Iran, and our goal is to
expand relations with this country”

But the spirit of the Iranian foreign minister’s
remarks appear to be at odds with those of President
Khatami’s on Monday.

Turkey has been trying to reassure both the Arab
world and Iran that its ties with Israel are not directed
against any country, and that the joint naval exercise
to be held with this country in mid-November will be
“search and rescue” exercises, and not aggressive in
any way. A o

But Iran, like much of the Arab world, appears
angered in essence that Turkey is developing ties

with Israel at all. When asked to comment on
President Khatami’s remarks on a senior Turkish for-
eign ministry official merely repeated Ankara’s often
stated-position: o -

“Our close ties with Israel don’t go against any
country. I don’t think (Khatami’s) remarks need to
be responded to, since the president appears to be
expressing his own political views. Tehran has
assured us about its willingness to improve our mutu-
al _t(ijes” the official who wished to remain unnamed
said.

He added that the governing principles underlying
Ankara-Tehran relations must be “noninterference in
each other’s internal affairs, maintaining good neigh-
borly ties, and respecting each others’ mutual inter-
ests.”

Asked about any possible high-level contacts
between the two countries in the near future, the
same official said no such contacts were expected
until the summit of the Organization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) in Tehran this December.

- “Generally, we are represented at OIC summits at the

presidential or prime ministerial level. The atmos-
phere of the Kharazzi-Cem talks in New York will
clarify the level that we will be represented at in
Tehran in December,” he said.
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Iran’s New President Raises Hopes
_Arab Countries and Even Israel Encouraged by,F irst Steps

By John Lancaster

Washington Post Service

JERUSALEM — As Middle Eastern
governments size up Iran’s new pres-
ident, Mohammed Khatami, there are
growing signs that the traditional hos-
“tility between Arab countries and the
revolutionary Islamic regime in Tehran
may be starting to thaw.

Since Mr. Khatami’s upset victory in
May over a religious hard-liner, Arab
leaders have been encouraged by his

choice last month of several prominent

moderates to fill key cabinet posts, his
success in steering those appointments
through Iran’s conservative Parliament
and a series of soothing foreign-policy
statements from a theocratic govern-
ment that has long been regarded as the

region’s main exporter of Islamic ex-

tremism.

Signs of the thaw include the planned

resumption of Iran Air flights between
Saudi Arabia and Iran, Iraq’s recent
decision to open its border to Iranian
religious pilgrims and commitments by
Arab governments to attend a confer-
ence of Islamic countries in Tehran in
Décember.

‘Even in Israel, where officials remain
deeply skeptical of Iran, newspapers
recently have reported back-channel
contacts between the two governments
aimed at resolving commercial disputes

.stemming from the 1979 Islamic rev-

olution.

_““I think there has been a significant
changeinIran,’’ said David Menashri, a
professor of Middle Eastern studies at
Tel Aviv University and a scholar of
Iranian politics. “‘It’s not only the new

" governiment. It’s the new atmosphere in

Iran, a growing of expectations for
change,‘and I think the team is capable,
in terms of its ideology, of adapting
mgre pragmatic policies.”’ .

. Still, for all the optimism surrounding
Mi"Khatami — a former culture min-
ister known for his relatively tolerant
attitudes toward the. outside world —
and the overwhelming vote that swept
him into office, few neighboring coun-
tries are rushing to embrace the new
Iranian government. B

Like Washington and other Western
capitals, moderate and pro-Western
governments in the Middle East remain
deeply concerned over the continued
influence of Tran’s supreme leader,

- Ayatollah Ali Khameini, an arch-con-

servative who retains dominion over
Iranian foreign policy and the allegiance
of many lawmakers in Parliament.

‘They also caution that any warming
tiend-could be abruptly reversed if the
United States determines that Iran had a
hand in the truck bombing of the Khobar
Towers housing complex near Dhahran,
Saudi Arabia, that killed 19 U.S. ser-
vicemen in June 1996.

Analysts note, moreover, that while
many Iranians voted for Mr. Khatami

because they believed that he would
improve Iran’s relations with neighbor-
ing countries' and the West, the dom-
inant issues of the presidential cam-
paign had less to do with foreign
relations than with' domestic concerns,
such as restrictive social and cultural
policies and the dismal state of Iran’s
economy.

““I cannot disregard the basic dif-
ficulties that his team could have in
achieving a breakthrough on the core
issues of the revolution,’”’ Mr. Menashri
said. *‘If there’s one issue on which -
Khatami is different, it’s basically on
culture, not foreign policy.

‘‘We are in the beginning of a pro-
cess. There has been a significant
change with much promise but we are
not in a position right now to proph-
esize.”’

Officials from pro-Western Arab
countries espouse the same cautious
view. ‘O.K,, fine, he might be a mod-
erate within the ruling structure of Iran,
but is he a moderate’” in any other

" context? asked an Arab diplomat from a

Gulf country. ‘‘Our approach to the Ira-
nians has been that we really don’t care
what they say, we care what they do.”’

For centuries, Arabs have looked
with fear and énvy at their large and
powerful neighbor to the east. While
some Arab countries, notably Egypt,
forged strong ties to Shah Mohammed
RezaPahlavi, who was supported by the
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ANNIVERSARY MARCH — Carrying weapons with flowers in the muzzles, female Iranian soldiers
marched Monday in Azadi Square in Tehran to mark the beginning of the eight-year war with Iraq in 1980.

Maohammad Sayyad/The Associated Press

United States, relations between Arab
governments and the Shiite Muslim
clerics who deposed him in 1979 have
been marked by mutual enmity and mis-
trust.

Arab governments accuse Tehran of
trying to export its revolution through
support for such Islamic militant groups
as Hezbollah, or Party of God, whose
military wing has been linked to ter-
rorist activities worldwide and which is
the main Shiite Muslim force fighting
Israeli troops in southern Lebanon. -

If the West and its regional allies
‘seem reluctant to move too quickly to
embrace the new Iranian government,
that is largely because of their expe-
rience with Mr. Khatami’s predecessor,
Hashemi Rafsanjani, who stepped down

last month after two four-year terms.
Though widely perceived as‘a mod-
erate, Mr. Rafsanjani could not escape
the suspicion that he, too, sanctioned
terrorism after a German court con-
cluded that Tehran had ordered the as-
sassination of Kurdish opposition fig-
ures at a restaurant in Berlin in 1992.
Even Washington has welcomed Mr.
Khatami’s election as a possible turning

point in Iran’s relations with the outside
world, a view that is widely echoed
throughout the Middle East. An ayatol-
lah’s son of impeccable revolutionary
credentials, Mr. Khatami has a repu-
tation for open-mindedness that stems
largely from his role in relaxing re-
strictions on the content of books and
film during his tenure as minister of

culture and Islamic guidance. More
telling, perhaps, were his cabinet ap-
pointments,

They include Foreign Minister
Kamal Kharrazi, Iran’s former ambas-
sador to the United Nations, who holds a
doctorate in science and education from
the University of Houston and is re-
garded with suspicion by conservatives
because of his long years in the U nited
States; Culture Minister Ataollah Mo-
hajerani, who stirred up controversy
several years ago by publicly calling for
dialogue with the United States, and
Intelligence Minister Oorban Ali Dorri
Najaf-Abadi, a former lawmaker who
has spoken candidly about Iran’s
mounting budget woes.

LE CALVAIRE DES REFUGIES EN TURQUIE

1997

mnesty International vient de publier un rapport qui concerne les statuts
de réfugiés en Turquie intitulé “Turquie: refoulement des réfugiés non-
européens. Un crise de protection”. Amnesty International se dit parti-

24 SEPTEMBRE

culierement concerné par le sort réservé aux demandeurs d’asile d’origine
non-européenne; qui sont majoritairement des Kurdes irakiens et iraniens
ainsi que des Iraniens fuyant la République islamique. La quasi totalité de ces
réfugiés ne sont en Turquie, étant un pays limitrophe, que le temps de pré-
senter leur demande d’asile au bureau de TUNHCR a Ankara qui, & son tour,
leur trouve un pays tiers prét a les accueillir. Mais le calvaire de ces réfugiés
ne fait que commencer sur le sol turc. De nombreux réfugiés ressortissants
iraniens sont assassinés par les services secrets de Téhéran sur le sol turc.
D’autres sont, dans leur “voyage vers I'espoir’, morts noyés, en essayant de
rejoindre fa Gréce pour ensuite trouver refuge dans un pays de I'Union euro-
péenne, en mer Egée. Les tracasseries administratives turques sont particu-
liesrement dénoncées par Amnesty International. Un demandeur d'asile doit,
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en 'espace de 5 jours, terminer les formalités administratives concernant sa
demande d’asile; dépassé ce délai il peut faire I'objet d’expulsion par les
autorités turques vers son pays d'origine sans prendre en considération les
risques. encourus. Amnesty dénonce.cette pratique et déclare.qu'elle est “cer-
tainement arbitraire et doit étre abolie” et que s'il faut imposer un délai, celui-
¢i doit étre en conformité avec “les normes internationales concernant la pro-
tection des réfugiés et doit en aucun cas étre appliqué de fagon & contrevenir
le principe de non-refoulement”. Mais “méme ceux dont la qualité de réfugié
leur a été reconnue par le Haut Commissariat des réfugiés (UNHCR) ne sont
pas en shreté en Turquie” déclare Al qui indique étre au courant de nombreux
cas de cette nature ol les réfugiés reconnus par 'UNHCR sont livrés directe-
ment par les autorités turques aux autorités des pays ot ils ont fuis. L'organi-
sation de défense de droits de 'homme déclare, par ailleurs, avoir communi-
qué ses préoccupations aux autorités turques concernant “les refoulements”
. des réfugiés ainsi que leur protection dans 'ensemble du pays. Elle a aussi
communiqué ses préoccupations concernant les “incidents” fréquents aux
frontigres avec I'lrak et I'lran, commis par I'armée turque. Au mois d'octobre
de Pannée derniére 28 Kurdes et Assyriens-d'lrak, alors qu'’ils-tentaient de tra- .
verser la frontiére turco-irakienne, ont été passés par les armes par les sol-
dats turcs. ' o
Par ailleurs, le sort tragique des réfugiés kurdes irakiens qui tentent de
rejoindre la Gréce a bord des barques de fortune, a défrayé la chronique ces
derniers. mois. Le mois de juin denier, 29 kurdes ont péri noyés en mer Egée;
ce n'est malheureusement pas un cas unique: il fait partie d’'une série d”inci- -
dents” de ce genre. Le lundi, 15 septembre, trois kurdes ont été déchiquetés
et 11 gravement blessés dans un champ de mines a la frontiére turco-greque.
lls faisaient partie d'un groupe de 62 personnes qui tentaient d'entrer en
Gréce en traversant la riviere Evros. 55 autres ont été récupérés par les sol-
dats grecs sur I'ile de Lesbos qui se trouve & 10 km de la frontiére avec la
Turquie.

Tamraz: I never took any money
from Ciller; am I a poor guy who
n e d S m On ey fr Om h e r? - launched in the United States to investi-

gate campaign fund raising. Tamraz’s
financier who recently testified before

contacts with the White House and gov-
ernment officials will also be the sub-
ject of several investigations. On the
subject of his links with the CIA, it has

-« 4 the Senate Governmental Affairs

# YASEMIN DOBRA-MANCO
Istanbul- Turkish Daily News

Some circles seem to be making
a problem because President
Clinton called the Energy
Department 'and he said they
should look into my project.’
"Tamraz says Clinton called on

~ April 2, 1996 and added that this
'was an advantage for Turkey’

= In an exclusive telephone interview
with the Turkish Daily News, Roger
Tamraz, the international oil dealer and

Committee in the US about his ques-
tionable contributions to the
Democratic National Committee,
explained from New York that Turkey
could have had a pipeline project
signed two years ago. He also
addressed some of the accusations
made against him, which include hav-
ing been hired by Ciller and offered
money for his services, claiming to-
know President Clinton before they
met, and having an Interpol warrant out
for his arrest for embezzling a Lebanese
bank.

How reliable he is, and whether he
has made false claims, will be judged
by the conclusions of the Senate
Governmental Affairs Committee and
other investigations that will be

been reported that Tamraz has not
denied his ties. .
Tamraz began setting the record
straight last week when he appeared
very frank and blunt before a Senate
panel, and outright stated that he was

‘trying to gain access to the President of

the United States with his contributions
to the Democratic Party in order to pro-
mote an estimated $2.5 billion pipeline
between Baku and Ceyhan. He told a
Senate panel with ease, “If you do a
favor for a politician, he won’t forget
you.” o

1995 Baku-Ceyhan

pipeline proposal

Tamraz told the TDN that when he
came to Turkey to discuss the construc-
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ion of a main export pipeline between
g(:lku and Ceyharil) in 1955, he met with
Turkish Prime Minister Témsu Ciller,
former Foreign Minister Emre
Gonensay, ar%d about 20 other Turks.
Tamraz said he had 10 md_mduals with
him, including representatives from
Bethlehem Steel, and other major com-
panies. . ‘
“We could have signed that project

Roger Tamraz, the international oil dealer and
financier who denies allegations of shady
dealings.

then and today Turkey would have had
_its own pipeline,” he says.

During the interview Tamraz’s
access to pipeline politics players was
highlighted, as well as his ability to
negotiate on regional political matters.

When asked what the actual project
was that he proposed to Ciller, Tamraz
replied that there were two options.
One would travel from Baku through
Armenia to Ceyhan, and the other from
Baku through Georgia to Ceyhan “if we
could not agree with the Armenians.”
He explained that he had meetings with
the president of the Armenian-occupied
Aczeri region of Nagorno-Karabakh,
Robert Koutcharian, and “shuttled
between him and Hayder Aliyev” the
President of Azerbaijan. “I felt we were
close to an agreement,” he insists.

Tamraz points out that his company,
Oil Capitol Limited (OCL), was not
asking for exclusive rights, did not
want any government guarantees from
Turkey, nor any financing from Turkey.
“All we wanted was permission to start
building for our account and our own
oil, which is still our position today.
Therefore, we are asking what does
Turkey have to lose, and if anyone
wants to build a pipeline, give him per-
mission.”

When TDN inquired how he was
planning to coordinate the political and
economic aspects of the project, to

illustrate the role he played, he
explained that it was similar to gaining
rights to land an airplane at Istanbul’s
Atatiirk Airport. “If Air France comes,
this doesn’t mean Delta, KLM, or TWA
can not come. We are saying that this is
an airport and each one has the right to
come in to Istanbul and carry his own
passengers. The pipeline is the same
idea. Give us the right to have a
pipeline and we will carry our own oil.”
He asks, “When somebody wants to
build a hotel, do you ask him who are
you going to put in it and where is your

money?” Tamraz says no. You give him a permit.

Plan will not block the

way of other pipelines

Does Tamraz have a message for the new Turkish
government? “If you really want somebody to
invest in your country, and with no risk on your
part, you lose nothing by calling them in and
negotiating with them.” Is Turkey going to make
the same mistake twice he asks, and wait another
two or more years until another serious offer is
made? Tamraz says that if another offer comes
along for Turkey, he will not block the way.

Despite the controversy in Turkey and the US
regarding his activities and background, Tamraz
says that his offer is still valid today and if he is
officially invited he will come to Turkey to con-
tinue negotiations on the pipeline. He says that he
hopes petty politics would not be involved like
last time. *“All the things they wrote about us is
rubbish in your_lpa rs.” He mentioned that the
newspapers in Turkey are so occupied with writ-
ing about scandals that they wind up writing about
whatever is under the sun. .

Tamraz denied ever meeting Ozer Ciller, Tansu
Ciller’s husband, but says he met Ciller four times
and found her to be very serious. He said he met
her through the late Nationalist Movement Party
leader Alparslan Turkes, “because Turkes was
very interested in linking the other Islamic
republics with Turkey.”

He described the 1995 situation as follows,
“Ciller was very helpful at the time, the
Americans were a bit skeptical, but Aliyev was
open, we came very close to an agreement, but
people are always trying to say we can do better.”

Asked if he was considering the political impli-
cations of such a project and whether the pipeline
could work as a peace initiative in the troubled
region near Nagorno-Karabakh, he replied that it
could have.

Reports in the Turkish press allege that Tamraz
received hundreds of thousands of dollars from
Ciller to promote the pipeline to Clinton. Asked
what he had received from Ciller for his services
he stated, “First of all, I never took any money
from Ciller. Why should she give me any moner?'?
Am I a poor guy who needs money from Ciller?
I’m a multi-millionaire who does not need any-
body to pay him.”

Asked why his $300,000 donation to the
Democratic Party was a problem in America, he
said “It is not a problem. I'm an American. It is
legal.” What seemed most shocking to observers
last week is that Tamraz had the courage to
cooperate with the Senate'parle]l with “‘brazen can-
dor,” as a writer for the New York Times
described it. Tamraz told the TDN, “I said things
asthegoage. When they asked me why did you pay
$300,000, 1 did not say it is because I am a patrio
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1 said it is because I have business and I need to
be heard.” ‘

Tamraz also told the TDN that domestic poli-
tics is the reason his actions are under scrutiny.
Also; some circles seem to be making a problem
because President Clinton called the Energy .
Department “and he said they should look into my
project.” Tamraz says Clinton called on April 2,
1996 and added that this “was an advantage for.
Turkey.” ‘ :

Certain people working at the Energy
Department, working on behalf of some oil com-’
panies blocked the project, “because the American
oil companies don’t want [the pipeline] to come to
Turkey because they are scared of the Russians, .
and the Russians do not want them to go' through
Turkey. They have far more at stake in Russia. As
it is not my case, I don’t care about the Russian
position,” ‘ .

On the subject of US policy, Tamraz said that
“US policy is open. They say that anyone who
wants to build a pipeline at his risk can do it.”
Furthermore, he claims that “It was also of interest
to the President to get these jobs for Americans.”

Met Clinton before Ciller _
Tamraz told the TDN he met President Clinton six

times at the White House, although Turks are chal- -

lenging the fact that he knew Clinton. “When [ was
in Turkey in ‘95 they were challenging that I knew
the President, which was very stupid. The debate is

stupid, because as it is now clear in the Senate hear-
ings, I met him six times, and why we have this
g‘:blem is because he talked to the Energy
partment to.say that we should look inte thi
project. What I think happened is we wasted 2
ears from 1995, since I met Ciller, when she was
in her last month of power.”

The controversial oil dealer suggested that Turks
should read the two recent articles written about
him in the New York Times (September 21) and
the Washington Post (September 19), and stop to
think whether they could have benefitted from his
proposals two years ago. He is still available he
says.

On the subject of his Interpol arrest warrant and
his shady character, he remarked that “there were
fundamentalists in Lebanon who were fighting peo-
ple who were pro-American [in the ‘80’s] and
wanted to have peace with Israel. It was all politi-
cal. Any country in the world can send an E-mail to
Interpol and say we want to arrest this gentleman.
These are the same people who blew up the
marines in Lebanon” in 1983, killing 241
Americans. 4 '

He believes that as a result of the ongoing inves-
tigations, changes will be made to the laws govern-
ing campaign contributions in the US. What effects
has he had? “What shocked them here is that I’'m
the first one who told them the truth. You don’t
give money for nothing. You give money because
you have an interest. This is how the system

Turkish Dally News

September 24, 1997

works. It is completely legal,” Tamraz asserts.

Russia and the U.S.
Point Finger at Iran

Tehran Makes Vigorous Effort’
To Build Atom Arms, Gore Says

'By David Hoffman

. Washington Post Service

MOSCOW — Vice President Al Gore

said Tuesday that a Russian-American -

investigation had shown that Iran was
making a ‘‘vigorous effort’ to obtain
technology for building nuclear weapons
and ballistic missiles to carry them.
Tehran has denied that it is trying to

build weapons of mass destruetion. But -

the United States and Israel have in-
tensified a campaign to curtail what they
vontend is a fl%w of sensitive Russian
technology and expertise to Iran.
Russia, which is helping Iran build a
nuclear power ‘plant at Bushehr, has
deniéd that it is helping Iran with bal-
listic missiles or nuclear weapons. But

U.S. and Israeli officials have said that

the Russian military-industrial complex
and quasi-governmental research insti-
tutes — along with former scientists and
‘military specialists — might- be con-

tributing to an Iranian missile program.
Earlier this year, President Bill Clin-
ton appointed Frank Wisner, a former
ambassador to India and Egypt, as his
special envoy on the issue, Mr. Wisner
has traversed the Middle East, and on
Monday came to a remote government
resort outside Moscow to report on his
findings to Mr. Gore and Prime Minister
Viktor Chernomyrdin of Russia, who are
holding their semiannual meeting here.
Mr. Wisner was accompanied by Yuri
Koptev, director of the Russian Space
Agency. Mr. Gore, speaking cautiously,
said -after the meeting that thé Wisner

.and Koptev investigation was “‘ex--

tremely thorough’’ and that ‘“‘new in-
formation has been brought to light.”’
Mr. Gore refused to elaborate on the
findings when asked at a: press con-
ference with Mr. Chernomyrdin, saying
the study ‘‘involves intelligence infor-
mation in both countries and for obvious
reasons it cannot be made public.”’

‘ductive process,’’ he said. ‘It is

‘‘But I would say in a general way,”’
he added, ‘‘that one of the new lessons
of this report is that it is obvious that
there is a vigorous effort by Iran to
obtain the technologies that it needs to
build a ballistic missile and to build

.nuclear weapons.”’

While Mr. Gore said the charge that
Iran was seeking such technology is ot
new, ‘‘the kinds of details that we were
able to share with one another I think
fleshitoutinanew way.”’ It was not clear

‘where the new information came from.

On Monday, Mr. Gore had urged
reporters to ask Mr. Chemomyrdin
about the results of the investigation.
But the prime minister brushed away the

(question Tuesday, saying, ‘‘I won't tell
'you anything at all.’’ After meeting

President Boris Yeltsin here, Mr. Gore
said that *‘there is no doubt in my mind’’
that both the United States and Russia
“‘share the same concern about prolif-
eration of weapons of mass destruction
and proliferation of technologies that

. can assist in the delivery of weapons of
" mass destruction, such as ballistic mis-
" sile technologies.”’

Mr. Gore said Mr. Wisner and Mr.
Koptev had started a “‘very intensive’
process and would meet again within six
weeks. *‘I can tell you it is a very pro-

ing
a great deal of headway.”’

. Although the Russians have adam-
antly denied selling missile or nuclear

" weapons technology "to Iran, nonpro-

liferation experts said the larger problem
was with the vast, unprotected military-
industrial complex,

|
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It includes many research institqt;s,
fabrication plants and storage facilities
where rocket and weapons components
and nuclear fissile materials are kept. The
workers in these plants have often not
been paid for months, creating a powerful
incentive to sell material or knowledge.

A report by the Center for Policy

Studies in Russia illustrated how 30
gyroscopes used for guiding ballistic
missiles were shipped to Iraq from Rus-
sia. The guidance systems came out of a
warehouse and were sold to middlemen.
The center said it had found that Russian
export controls on the shipment of such
technology were riddled with holes.

Also Tuesday, Mr. Gore announced
that Russia and the United States had
agreed not to restart any shut-down re-
actors that produce weapons-grade
pl_utonium, and that Russia will convert
with U.S. assistance its three remaining
reactors so they cease making weapons-
grade plutonium by 2000.

IRAN: Military propose
high-level dialogue

SAADET ORUC
Ankara- Turkish Daily News

# As a follow up to Ankara’s new pos-
itive approach towards Iran, Ankara
proposed a meeting between the top
military officials of the two countries,
Iranian officials told the Turkish Daily
News on Tuesday.

Iranian sources said that Ankara
proposed a meeting between either
chiefs or deputy chiefs of the General
Staffs.

“The level of the high military talks
will be clarified later. In addition to
these, the committee established on the
Iran-Turkey border by local military
staff of the two states, also, will
improve its level of functioning,” an
Iranian diplomat informing the TDN
added.

During the talks between Turkish
and Iranian foreign ministers in New
York at the time of the United Nations
talks, Ismail Cem and Kamal Kharazzi
discussed the upcoming principles of
Turco-Iranian relations.

The two main decisions taken dur-
ing the discussion were determining an
exact deadline for mutually appointing

new ambassadors, and the commence-
ment of military talks between the two
countries near the Turkish-Iranian bor-
der. By the end of October, the neces-
sary proceedings will be completed
toward establishing representation at
ambassadorial level again.
*“The reappointment of the Osman

Koruturk to Tehran is not consistent

with traditional diplomatic norms,”

said the Iranian top diplomat.

Analysts: ‘Military is not
against Iran’

Iranian analysts, referring to the
earlier crisis between Ankara and
Tehran, commented that Turkish
military circles are not against Iran.
“It was unacc&;)table for a Turkey
governed by Welfare to have good
ties with Iran, regarding the region-

al balances,” said a well-informed
Iranian analyst.

The only reason that these criti-
cisms were directed to Tehran was
to exclude Welfare from the gov-
ernment, claimed the analyst, talk-
ing to the Turkish Daily News.

iran has given 40 sepa-
ratists to Turkey

“We have given nearly 40 sepa-
ratists, dead or alive, to Turkish
security forces in the last two
years,” said an Iranian official,
declaring that there is no possibility
for the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK) to have
bases within Iranian territories.

Natural Gas

When asked about the Turkey-Iran
natural gas deal, a senior Iranian
diplomat said that the Turco-
Iranian natural gas deal is being
implemented as was earlier
planned.

“We will start to export natural
gas to Turkey by the end of 1998,”
said the diplomat, denying the
reports about the insufficiency of
the natural gas to be transported to
Turkey.

“Our gearly natural gas produc-
tion is 50 billion cubic meters,
while Turkey’s consumption is
seven billion cubic meters. We
have no problem with selling our
natural gas to Turkey.”

Nuclear capability ,
While Washington and Israel are
worried about the growing nuclear
capability of Iran, both Russia and
Iran are determined to implement
the needs of the current nuclear
deal, signed a few years ago.

According to Iranian sources, the
reaction of the Western world is
completely political. “The founda-
tions of the nuclear reactor was laid
down in the period of the Shah.
The Western world showed no
reaction then,” he said.

However, the Russian side has
“‘a more cautious” attitude regard-
ing the future of the nuclear capa-

Turkish Daity News

September 25, 1997
]

bility of Iran, especially after the
recent tatks between U.S. Vice
President Al Gore and the Russian
Prime Minister Victor
Cernomirdin. Russian diplomats
briefing the TDN on the issue
referred to the “nuclear experience”
of Pakistan.

“When Pakistan started to under-
take nuclear research, they received
the support of the Western world.
But, when Islamabad accelerated
efforts to have nuclear weapons, a
barrier was put in place to deter
such efforts,” they reminded.
According to the information that
the Turkish Daily News received,
during bilateral talks with the U.S.
officials, the Russian side declared
that they could not stop their deal
with Tehran. “Iran has paid the cost
of the deal so we have to fulfill our
obligations,” Russian officials are
quoted as saying.

Puzzie of monitoring
Besides, according to a Reuters
report, Iran on Tuesday rejected
U.S. monitoring of a nuclear power
plant Russia is building in the
country, saying Tehran would
allow surveillance only by a U.N
watchdog body.

*“The Bushehr nuclear power
plant will be under the supervision
of the International Atomic Energy
Agency ... and Iran absolutely
believes no other authority has the
competence to monitor the site and
will not allow it,” said Foreign
Ministry spokesman Mahmoud
Mohammadi, quoted by Tehran
radio.

Mohammadi was reacting to a
Russian news agency report that
said Russia had proposed to the
United States that the two states
should jointly monitor the plant, to
remove any doubt about its use.

Washington has urged Moscow
to abandon the $800 million project
because it believes Tehran wants to
develop nuclear arms.

Iran says its nuclear program is
strictly civilian.
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The Iranian news agency IRNA Bushehr atomic power plant in power plant,” IRNA said.
said Russian Nuclear Energy Iran.” o Itar-Tass said on Sunday that
Minister Viktor Mikhailov met * Mikhailov “underlined that no Mikhailov had made the proposal
-Iran’s-ambassador in- Moscow and “high-supervisors'excepithe ~ =~ ~of joint monitoring during talks ”
“ruled aside the report that his International Atomic Energy with U.S Energy.Secretary
country has called on the United Agency (IAEA) will monitor the Frederico Pena in Moscow.
States to monitor construction of construction of the Bushehr atomic

T k . h t TDN that the operation i$ being carried out >
ur ]_S : rO Op S against the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ g
R Party (PKK). _ . 3
I . Dozens of tanks crossed from Turkey N
en er . raq into the Iraqi border town of Zakho on g
g'ui:flayhaﬁergoon,ﬂ\lvimesses thllld Reuters £
) ephone from the region. They said 2
KDP & PKK clashes continue sgve military convoys,glincluding tanks, a
_ had crossed the border in the previous four iz
Ankara - Turkish Daily News days. Turkish Foreign Ministry officials
. said that such operations can be carried out g
8 Eyewitness accounts reported by ' by security forces if there is aneed to )
Reuters that Turkish tanks had entered assure Turkey’s border security. 4
northern Iraq were confirmed to the =
Turkish Daily News on Wednesday by KDP & PKK clashes 0
the General Staff. Meanwhile, KDP radio announced that o
Although military officials remained during the clashes between the PKK and 5
silent about the number of vehicles KDP in the Dereluk region of northern =
involved, Reuters reported that more than Iraq two children were killed and nine =
100 tanks and military vehicles have were injured, the Anatolia news agency
entered the area. Military officials told reported.

washingtonpost.ceém 1 home page | site index | search | help |

Turkey Attacks Kurdish Rebels In Iraqi

Search the World Territory
Use Search the _World to find news;
reference materials and Internet By Kelly Couturier

resources for more than 220 countries : .
and territories. Type a country orterritory ~ Special to The Washington Post

name below: Friday, September 26, 1997; Page A17
The Washington Post

ANKARA, Turkey, Sept. 25—Turkish warplanes bombed rebel Kurd
positions inside Iraq today in a new cross-border offensive that
International Section: specialized news officials said is aimed at preventing the rebels from regrouping in
and Web resources customized for camps along the border.
every country in the world. . )
The offensive, launched earlier this week and reportedly involving an
estimated 8,000 ground troops and 100 tanks and other armored
vehicles, is the latest in a series of Turkish attacks against Kurdish
Workers' Party guerrillas on Iraqi territory over the past few years.

International Breaking News:
24-hour-a-day updates in the Today's
Top News section.

All international stories from this

morning's. Washington Post. The latest operation was launched, according to a Foreign Ministry
spokesman, because Kurdish guerrillas who had been cleared from -
the area during a large-scale attack last May and June were trying to
reestablish positions along the mountainous border before the winter
sets in. The separatist guerrillas, who have been waging an armed -
insurgency in southeastern Turkey since 1984, have often launche
attacks from bases in Kurdish-controlled northern Iraq. '

Military spokesmen were unavailable for comment, but the
government-owned Anatolian news agency reported that jets bombed
15 guerrilla positions near the lranian and Syrian borders, where the
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insurgents reportedly had fled the Turkish attack last spring. The
guerrillas reportedly had filtered back into the border areas despite
efforts to keep them out by an armed Iraqgi Kurdish faction allied with
Ankara, the Kurdistan Democratic Party.

The new Turkish attack reportedly is aimed at cutting off the rebels’
flight toward Iran and Syria. Turkey has barred journalists from
entering northern Iraq since early this year, making impossible
independent confirmation of official Turkish statements on the
offensive.

In recent years Ankara has asserted its right, as a matter of national
security, to enter Kurdish-controlled northern Iraq in pursuit of the
guerrillas. More than 26,000 people have been killed in the 13-year
insurgency.

"Turkey has a terrorism problem originating in northern Iraq," Foreign
Ministry spokesman Sermet Atacanli told reporters. "We regularly take
measures deemed necessary for our security." He described the latest
operation as "routine and limited."

Baghdad, which has strongly criticized past Turkish incursions, also

"The Republic of Iraq strongly condemns the new Turkish military
aggression which represents a flagrant violation of Iraqg's sovereignty
and territorial integrity," an lragi Foreign Ministry spokesman was
quoted as saying by the ruling Baath Party newspaper al-Thawra.

Baghdad has been denied authority over predominantly Kurdish
northern Iraq since a U.S.-led "no-fly" zone was set up following the
1991 Persian Gulf War to protect the Kurdish population from the
regime of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. The enclave has been
controlled since then by two rival lraqgi Kurdish groups, which have
clashed intermittently, at times drawing Baghdad and Tehran into the
conflict.

© Copyright 1997 The Washington Post Company

LE MONDE / VENDREDI 26 SEPTEMBRE 1997

La France vend cinq chasseurs
de mines a la Turquie

PARIS. La France va vendre 2 la Turquie cinq chasseurs de mines d’occa-
sion, pour un montant de Pordre d’'une cinquantaine de millions de dol-_
lars (environ 300 millions de francs). Le contrat a été signé, mercredi
24 septembre, en Turquie, par le ministére turc de la défense et DCN In-
ternational (DCNI), la branche commerciale de la direction des construc-
tions navales (DCN) en France. .

Les cinq navires de type Circé (500 tonnes pour 50 métres de long) sont
des unités retirées récemment du service par la marine francaise. s se-
ront livrés en 1998 a la marine turque apras avoir été rénovés par la DCN
dans ses arsenaux de Brest. lls seront équipés d’un systime de chasse aux
mines incluant le systéme de traitement des informations tactiques (Mi-
netac) et des robots sous-marins immergés et pilotés a distance pour dé-
tecter et détruire les mines. C’est la premigre fois que la France vend des
équipements navals 2 la Turquie.
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Kendal Nezan, président de I

institut

Kurde de Paris, en visite a Clermont-Fd

Kendal Nezan, président de
PInstitut Kurde de Paris, était
présent & Clermont-Fd le 18

- septembre pour inaugurer une

exposition photographique
consacrée aux réfugiés. « Une
cause minoritaire doit étre
défendue au service de la
démocratie, de la paix et de
I'avancement de I'humanité », a
rappelé ce dernier.

En 1989, gréce a l'action de
I'association France-Liberté,
présidée par Danielle Mitterrand,
des familles kurdes rescapées des
bombardements chimiques perpé-
trés par I'armée irakienne au Kurdis-
tan, arrivaient en transit au camp
militaire de Lastic. Au bout de trois
mois, elles étaient réparties sur
plusieurs communes d’Auvergne et
du Limousin. Notamment, & Vic-le-
Comte et & Clermont-Fd pour le
Puy-de-Ddme.

Sept ans plus tard, une jeuns
photographe américaine originaire
de I'Arizona a décidé de partager
durant plusieurs semainas la vie de
ces familles. Comment se sont-elles
intégrées ? Comment ont-elles été
accueillies par la population? Com-
ment vivent-elles aujourd'hui leur
exil ? La quarantaine de photogra-
phies (présentée a I'Espace munici-
pal Pierre Laporte) est loin de laisser
indifférent. « Elle a été pour nous
l'occasion de faire le point sur la
situation de ces réfugiés, tous

Né au Kurdistan de Turquie, Kenda! Nezan milile depuis 26 ans pour les Droits de
I'Homme. En 1981, en raison de son combal pacilique, le régime militaire d'Ankara
l'a déchu de Is cltoyenneté turque. Il est I'auteur de nombreuses études sur

I'histoire et la culture Kurdes.

musulmans et tous issus du morde
rural », a expliqué Kendal Nezan,
président de [llnstitut Kurde de

- Paris. Ce dernier, docteur en physi-

que nucléaire de luniversité de
Paris, et lui méme réfugié, était
présent en 1989, lorsque les Kurdes
sont arrivés en catastrophe en
Auvergne, munis d'un seul ballu-
chon. « On parle d'une communauté
lorsqu'elle pose probléme. Voild
pourquoion parle si peu des 100 000
kurdes vivant en France »a t-i
constaté. Lors d'une rencontre au
Club de la Presse, ce militant des
Droits de 'Homme, a évoqué la vie
de ses compatriotes en France, mais

également, celle des 30 millions de
Kurdes déchirés entre I'irak, la Tur-
quie et I'lran, et qui souffrent de
I'absence d’une administration cen-
trale. Aujourd'hui, grace a la protec-
tion de l'aviation alliée, au-dessus
d'une zone comprenant 4 millions
d'habitants, la situation des Kurdes
d'lrak semble s'améliorer aprés
trente années de guerre. Par contre,
en Turquie, la derniére intervention
militaire contre les Kurdes remonte
seulement & mai dernier. « Mon plus
cher souhait est que tous puissent
enfin vivre en paix!» a insisté
Kendal Nezan.

Mijo Fontfrede B

26 Septembre 97 - INTERNATIONAL

La Turquie condamnée pour tortures

LA Cour européenne des droits de I'homme a.condamné pour la deuxieme fois la Turquie,
jeudi a Strasbourg, dans une trés grave affaire de tortures commises sur une jeune Kurde,

supposée sympathisante du PKK. La Turquie devra verser a Sukran Aydin, aujourd'hui dgée de vingt et un ans et

mariée, une somme d’'environ 240.000 francs, au titre des réparations et dommages. Le 29 juin 1993, des

gendarmes étaient venus, avec force menaces et insultes, interroger la jeune fille, alors agée de dix-sept ans, son
pere et sa belle-soeur a leur domicile, dans le village de Tasit, prés de Derik (sud-est de la Turquie) au sujet de

visites qu'ils auraient recues de membres du PKK (Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan)
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Les gendarmes emmenérent cette famille a la gendarmerie. L3, les yeux bandés, la jeune fille fut torturée avant
d'étre violée par un gendarme en uniforme. Elle fut reldchée seule en pleine montagne deux jours plus tard. Son
i pere et sa belle-soeur, également torturés, furent libérés séparément.

Dans son arrét, la cour a souligné que le viol d'un détenu par un agent de I'Etat doit étre considéré comme 'une
forme particulierement grave et odieuse de mauvais traitements’. La jeune fille a en outre été soumise a 'une
série d'expériences terrifiantes et humiliantes’, d'un 'caractére particulierement cruel’ selon la cour qui conclut a
'une extréme violation' de l'article 3 de la Convention européenne des droits de I'nomme. La Turquie avait déja
été condamnée 1'été dernier pour des tortures graves commises par les forces de I'ordre contre un jeune Kurde. La
cour doit examiner dans les prochains mois des centaines de requétes similaires déposées par des Kurdes.

Turkey first in arms imports

in Europe Yo s

UGUR AKINCI

Turkey ranks 19th with $6.6 billi
Washington - Turkish Daily News US is source in 1995, s fion spent
The United States, as expected, was the The United States ranked first and
m Turkey led Western Europe during number one supplier of arms to Turkey  spent $277.8 billion on its army — or
1993-95 in arms import expenditure, am‘i others in Europe. , more than Turkey’s total GNP'in a given
according to a new report on “World UI_‘he Umte‘_i St?tes ]argCSt trade part- year. ACDA report listed Turkey’s 1995
Military Expenditures and Arms ners in the region in 1993-95 were GNP as $166.7 billion (still, however,

Transfers 1996” released by the U.S.  1urkey ($2.3 billion), Spain ($1.3bil-  26th in the world).
Arms Control and Disarmament Agency 1ion), Greece ($1.2 billion), and Germany ~ Again, in terms of dollars spent per

(ACDA). ($1 billion),” ACDA said. soldier in 1995, Turkey ranks even much

Turkey, which spent $3 billion on arms _, After the United States, Turkey pur-  Jower, and comes in 92nd with $8,207
during 1993-95, is followed by Greece ~ chased arms during that period from dollars — which is, by the way, more
($2.2 billion), Spain ($1.6 billion) and Russia ($350 million), France ($170 mil- than three times the average GNP per
Germany ($1.3 billion). lion), Germany ($90 million), and noth-  capita for the country.

“In 1995 alone, the region’s leading ~ ing from Britain or China. The top country in terms of money
importers were Greece ($825 million, spent per soldier was Japan, which spent
10th in the world and one-fifth of region- Sixth largest $209,400 per soldier in 1995, followed by

al imports), Turkey ($700 million, 13th), Turkey, according to ACDA, has the Kuwait ($174,400), Switzerland
Spain ($675 million, 14th), Belgium world’s sixth largest army with 805,000  ($173,600) and the United States
($340 million, 20th) and Germany ($310 troops. The first five are: China (2.93 mil- ($171,500).

million, 22nd),” the report said. These lion), the United States (1.62 million), Turkey ranked 23rd with 13.1 soldiers

nations accounted for a combined 71 per- Russia (1.40 million), India (1.26 mil- per 1,003 population while Greece ranked
cent of all arms imported into Western  lion), and North Korea (1.04 million). seventh with 20.3 soldiers per 1,000 pop-
Europe during 1995. But in terms of military expenditures, ulation.

T l(i h trOO S an Massoud Barzani. ) soldiers had entered the Iraqi Kurdish
ur S p The air raids, begun by the Turkish provincial capital of Dohuk. Turkish
. Army after receiving the information that - 3poyred units were guarding mountain
l Pk B nearly a thousand separatists coming from passes on the road between Dohuk and
eHClrc e camps in Iran and Syria have settled down he Iragi border town of Zakho, a 45-
in camps near the Tu_rklsh border in qrder minute drive away.
' to get prepared for winter, are persisting. The operation 1s not affecting the traf-
along . aman Or er aking off from air bases in eastern fic through the border crossing of Habur,
Turkish towns of Malatya and Erhac, according to the Anatolia news agency.

Turkish jets destroyed nearly 10 camps in The agency reported that 44 separatists

. . ‘eni ‘the Pirbela, Serseng, Kani Mazi, Diana,  were killed during the continuing opera-
Iragi newspaper calls for ‘suitable Batufs, Amadiya regions of northern Irag. tion of the Tonng yphad g ope

retaliation’ against Turkey Turkish armored vehicles were reported-
ly transferred along the Iranian border. Six martyrs
Ankara - Turkish Daily News urkish troops and KDP shmergas, The bodies of six Turkish soldiers, who

) together, started to encircle the separ. atists ]ost their lives during the operation in
m Turkish troops continue the operation  from the Iranian to the Turkish borders.  nporthern Iraq, were sent to the cities
against the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Turkish troops have pushed at least 50 where they born after the farewell cere-

Party (PKK) bases in northern Iraq follow- kilometers (30 miles) into northern Iraq, morsly held in Van airport.
ing a request from the leader of the Reuters reported Turkish border officials ehmet Korkmaz, Mehmet Dénmez,
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) as saying on Friday. The officials said Ercan Can, Riza Késtek, Ekrem Ciraci
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and Kadem Kagik are the names of the

martyrs. support suitable retaliation to defend our

people in Iraq’s Kurdistan and to

defend our boundaries,” declared the
official-al-Iraq newspaper-in a front-page
editorial.

“Our leadership, at the top of which is
our symbolic leader Saddam Hussein,
and our armed forces are able to settle
the situation ... and defend our
frontiers and national sovereignty,”

said the editorial, entitled “Let us retali-
ate.”

_ “Turkey’s false excuse that it is chas-
ing PKK rebels is another clear proof that
Turkey and America are killing the
Kurds,” al-Iraq said.

Iraqi press calls for

‘suitabie retaliation’

An _Ira(lx newspaper on Friday called for

“suitable retaliation” against the Turkish

operation in northern Iraqg, Reuters

reported. _
“We shall not tolerate [this] and we

September 27, 1997
"

Turkish Daily News

Nouvelle opération militaire turque au nord de I'lrak

L'armée turque a mené un raid aérien jeudi contre une série de positions présumées d'indépendantistes
kurdes du PKK dans le nord de I'lrak. Lors de cette opération qualifiée par le ministére turc des affaires
étrangéres d"opération limitée et de routine", les appareils turcs ont bombardé quinze camps kurdes situés
prés des frontiéres syrienne et iranienne. Selon les autorités turques, ces camps servent de base pour des
attaques sur le teiritoire turc. Selon I'agence Anatolie, un millier de Kurdes qui se cachaient en Iran et en
Syrié ont récerriment rejoint ces camps. : :

Par ailleuts, la presse rapporte que 8000 soldats turcs ont lancé
dimanche une offensive dans le nord de I'lrak. Selon la télévision privée
NTV, 130 chars appuient cette opération. En mai dernier, la Turquie
avait lancé une offensive de grande ampleur dans le nord de l'lrak,
impliquant 50 000 hommes. C'est pourtant plus au nord, vers les rives
de la mer noire, que I'on attendait une opération de I'armée turque,
alors que l'annonce par le PKK d'une extension de ses opérations
militaires a la région pontique suscitait une vague de panique parmi la
population turque locdle. ’

Cette nouvelle opération, qui a suscité une ferme condamnation de
Bagdad, intervient au moment ol la Turquie essuie de vives ctitiques
de la part de ses voisins arabes et iranien a I'approche des
manoeuvres militaires navales américano-istaéliennes auxquelles elle doit participer vers la fin du mois de
novembre. Elle intervient aussi & un moment ou Ankara menace Chypre de représailles militaires au cas ou
lui seraient livrés les missiles sol-air russes de type S-300 dont elle avait passé commande quelques mois
plus tét. Un différend qui figurait & I'ordre du jour des entretiens qu'a eus le secrétaire d'Etat américain
Madeleine Albright avec les ministres des affaires étrangéres turc et grec 4 New York, en marge de

27-28 SEPTEMBRE 1997

I'Assemblée générale des Nations Unies. Mais Mme Albright n'a pu obtenir de ses intetlocuteurs d'autres
engagements que ceux faits lors du sommet de Madrid de 'OTAN en juillet dernier.

Turkish Dally News September 28, 1997

®m Thousands of Turkish troops have been carrying out
operations against camps in northern Irz;g to clear the
region of Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) separatists, the
official Anatolian news agency reported on Saturday.

It said troops, backed by artillery and air power, on
Friday entered eight PKK camps destroyed by air raids ear-
lier this week.

The agency said forces of Jalal Talabani’s Patriotic

Union of Kurdistan, an Iraqi »

Kurdish faction, helped PKK

rorist campaign in southeast
Turkey which often operates
from northern Iraq.

Turkey said its troops
would soon pull out of the
mountainous region, once
their mission against the PKK
was completed.

On Friday, a military offi-
cial told Reuters that Turkish

rebels fleeing northern Iraq troops had killed 44 PKK
’ ' into neighbouring Iran in the rebels for the loss of three
Troops sweep destroyed PKK camps  rezion ot Diyara " ere han 70000 pen
p p ' y p Around 15,000 troops are More than 26,000 people
. ' taking part in the push against have died in the rebels’ 13-
Ankara - Wire Dispacthes the PKK, a separatist band of Y62r-0ld campaign against the
- Turkish Kurds fighting a ter- 1urkish government.

Anatolian said the Turkish
offensive was being carried
out at the request of an Iragi
Kurdish militia, the Kurdistan

-Democratic Party (KDP),

which has been involved in
frequent clashes with the
PKK. _
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Poison bomber offers
secrets for sanctuary

Fugitive Kurdish terrorist reveals:

Kurdish PKK plan
Sarin attacks on
British tourists
by Shyam Bhatia Naxos
and Leonard Doyle
ONE OF THE world’s most
dangerous bombers has
revealed that terrorist groups

on three continents have de-
veloped poison bombs to

-attack civilians -- in an ex-

traordinary confession to the
Observer from a secret hideout
in Greece.

Seydo Hazar, 31, a Kurdish-

born German resident who is

on the run, says he and his
group were protected by the
shadowy Greek Marxist Revo-
lutionary Organisation 17 No-
vember and funded by ele-
ments close to the Greek
security services while pre-
paring terrorist outrages in
London and on European
tourists in Turkey.

The Greek government says
it does not believe the claims.
But western intelligence agen-
cies are taking the allegations
seriously. He has offered to
trade his information for sanc-
tuary and a new life.

Hazar has gone public be-
cause he is disgusted by the
targeting of civilians by a
splinter group of the Marxist
Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK).

The plans include the use of
chemical bombs against civil-
jans and the poisoning of
beaches and city water sup-
plies. They also involve target-
ing British interests in Turkey
and in Britain itself, in revenge
for the Government’s extradi-

-tion of a Turkish Kurd leader
to Germany this summer.

He also says that his organi-
sation, the deadly PKK, has
links with the 17 November
terror group, German neo-
Nazis, the Palestinian Hamas
organisation, and the Tamil
Tigers fighting the govern-
ment in Sri Lanka.

His claims provide the most
complete picture yet of the
close collaboration between
international terrorist organi-
sations, as well as disturbing
evidence that one Nato power
may have been harbouring
militants from a group waging
a war against the government
of another Nato member.

One of the bomber’s most
dramatic claims is that 11
Stinger missiles, manufac-
tured under licence in Greece,
were sold by his group to the
Tamil Tigers 'and subse-
quently used to shoot down
military transport planes over

Stinger missiles

Greeks shelter
PKK and provide

Sri Lanka. Two weeks ago a
Sri Lankan air force plane was
shot down by a missile be-
lieved to be a Stinger, killing
80 servicemen.

Since talking to the Ob-
server, Hazar has escaped
from Greece. He has detailed
descriptions of at least 12 pow-
erful bombs disguised vari-
ously in Nesquik boxes, video
casettes, shampoo and ketch-
up containers and designed to
cause maximum civilian casu-
alties. Hazar said his bombs
also contain rat poison, which

can be used as a crude, but.

deadly, chemical device. He
says that the splinter unit of
the PKK in Greece has the
means to destroy entire popu-
lation centres, as well as con-
taminating beaches and fresh
produce in pursuit of their
deadly aims.

Hazar said that when he
lived in a PKK safe-house in
the village of Drosia, he left
behind a large cache of explo-
sives, including TNT and
Amonal, as well as the precur-
sors for chemical and biologi-
cal agents. These include the
nerve agent sarin and labora-
tory facilities. for producing
the E.coli and botulism
bacterias.

Hazar came under suspicion
from his PKK cell when one of
his bombs detonated prema-
turely in the Turkish resort of
Bodrum last July, killing the
woman who was planting it.
Ancther bomb hidden in a
video-casette failed to explode
a few weeks later. He was
accused of being a saboteur,
disarmed and threatened with
execution.

He fled from his handlers
six weeks ago while they were
celebrating the seventeenth
anniversary of the PKK's dec-
laration of war against the
Turkish army.

The allegation that Athens
has been turning a blind eye to
PKK guerrillas using its terri-
tory for training and crossing
to Kurdish frontline areas has
surfaced before, only to be
flatly denied in Athens as
Turkish propaganda.

On Friday, the Observer
gave the Greek government
the specific locations of the

© two sites identified by the

bomber as the weapons
dumps. As it turned out, PKK
arms had already been discov-
ered at one of the locations

Terror Inc; Tamils
PKK, Hamas and

neo-Nazis collude

and three people taken away
for questioning. There were
no arrests, however.

This time no weapons or
explosives were found, accord-
ing to Athens. In a statement,
the Greek ambassador to Lon-
don, Vassilis Zafiropoulos,
said ‘an immediate and thor-
ough investigation’ had found
‘no justification to substanti-
ate the allegations’.

Similar information about
PKK training camps in Greece
surfaced last year and
resulted in a formal démarche

by the US ambassador to
Greece Thomas Niles. The US
Secretary of State, Madeleine
Albright, is also understood to
have raised the question of
Greece’s support for Kurdish
militants on her most recent
visit to Athens. In confirma-
tion hearings before Congress, |
Washington’s incoming am-
bassador to Greece, Nicholas
Burns, put the war against
terrorism as a top priority.

Should Washington now
conclude that Greece has been
sheltering PKK guerrillas or
find evidence that Stinger
missiles have been provided to
the PKK, Athens could find
itself in danger of being
branded a state sponsor of
terrorism, liable to economic
and diplomatic sanctions.

Hazar is a hunted man, wor-
ried that he will be gunned
down at any moment. His in-
surance policy is a computer
hard disk containing
encrypted specific details of
the PKK’s command structure
in Europe.

28 September 1997
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PKK defector Seydo Hazar and a sketch of a bomb circuit he drew for the Observer to prove his bona fides. The drawing has beon altered to make It useless as a bomb design

Shyam
Greek island of Naxos
meets a fearful Kurd
predicts a wave of
terror across Europe

who

OR THE past four
weeks a dark young
man in blue shorts and
green bandanna has
wandered the Greek is-
lands trading jokes with the
German and Scandinavian
tourists who throng the
Aegean at summer’s end.
None guessed that - Seydo
Hazar is a desperate man who
fears death at the hands of the
terrorists he served as a bomb-
maker, who imagines an exe-
cutioner in every bar and
hotel corridor, and wants to

: trade his secrets for a new life.

. career that has resulted, he

He sits on the bed of his
simple hotel room on the
island of Naxos and talks of a

says, in the murder of 60 fel-

low Kurds and of a young .

woman killed when one of his

bombs exploded in the Turk-.

ish holiday resort of Bodrum
in July. He warns of aruthless
new round of terrorist attacks
aimed at tourists, including

Britons, which may involve

chemical weapons.

He chain-smokes and his
dark hooded eyes glance rest-
lessly round the room. His
paranoia is infectious. He

catches my arm and, saying.

Bhatia on the

we are both in mortal danger,
insists that we toss a coin to
decide who goes through the
door first.

The patio outside is empty,
but he regards the most inno-
cent encounter with suspi-
cion. When South African

. holidaymakers invite us to

join them for a drink, he looks
petrified and scurries away.
Only when he is reassured
that they are tourists does he
join us briefly to watch the
dusk descend on the island
that has given him brief sanc-
tuary but no peace.

In the past 48 hours he has.
managed to leave Greece and
is now believed to be hiding
for his own safety somewhere
in western Europe. He con-
tacted the Observer through
an Irish intermediary, insist-
ing he wanted to reveal how
his former terrorist masters
had now switched their tar-
gets to civilians, and that a
new wave of atrocities was
planned to begin as early as

. next month.

His identity and terrorist
connections have been veri-
fied by a number of security
sources in Europe.

HE STORY of how

Hazar, 31, became in-

volved with what is

reputed to be one of

the deadliest terrorist
organisations in the world has
elements of the classic Faust-
ian bargain. The master from .
whom he is fleeing is the Kur-
distan Workers’ Party, the
PKK.

Since the early- Seventies,
this Marxist-Leninist group
has sought a separate Kurdish
state in south-east TurKey. Its
reputation is that it uses
terror without compunction,
settles its own internal quar-
rels with summary violence
and controls many of Europe’s
drug cartels.

He believes he is being
hunted by two other deadly

_enemies. The first is the little-
known but highly dangerous

17 November left-wing Greek
terrorist group, which he says
has been involved with the
PKK in training Kurds in
Greece for missions in Twr-
key. In 1975 it murdered the
CIA's Athens station chief,
Richard Welch, and it has
since killed about 20 more -
people, including three other
American officials, two diplo-

- mats from Turkey and 13

Greeks.

The other enemy is the
Greek secret service, the GYP
(pronounced Kip), which
stands to be seriously embar-
rassed by Hazar’s disclosures.
It has been waging a secret
war against Greece's tradi-
tional enemies, the Turks, by
helping the Kurds with their

‘bomb-making and weapons
training.

According to Hazar, a retired
Greek naval officer pays all the
Kurds' expenses in Greece and
even acts as an informal censor
of their newspaper Voice of
Kurdistan, ‘so as not to spoil
the good relations between
Greeks and Kurds’.

Washington has been in-
censed by Greece's toleration
of the PKK and its failure to
penetrate the 17 November be-
cause its activities undermine
a key Nato and regional ally.
Last year the US formally
warned Greece, a fellow Nato
member, that if these activi-
ties continued it might be de-
clared a ‘state sponsor of inter-
national terrorism’.

The US is increasingly sen-
sitive about Turkey, which
will provide outlets for the
‘next oil bonanza in Central
Asia’s landlocked republics.
Ankara has also earned Wash-
ington’s gratitude by allowing
its air bases to be used to
police the no-fly .zone over.

Saddam Hussein’s Iraq.
To avoid harsh US economic ~
sanctions, Greece was

reported to have given assur-
ances that PKK activities
would be curtailed and its
“bases and training camps in
Greece closed.

AZAR’'S assignment
¥ with the PKK began
B 18 months ago, but its
8 origins go back much
further. Hazar is a
German educated Kurd from
Stuttgart whose father is a
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well-known Kurdish lyricist;
his sister Meryem is a cele-
brated member of the PKK
forces based in Damascus. In
his present crisis he expects
sympathy from neither. He is
divorced from his German
wife.

How he acquired his skills
as a bomb-maker, as a com-
puter analyst and in chemical
and biological weapons, Hazar
refuses to say, but his interest
arose at an early age.

He says: ‘To be a bomb-
maker you need to be a little
bit crazy. Just dropping a crys-
tal of the igniter can blow you
up. As a l4-year-old, I was
making gunpowder and sell-
ing it. I started with explosives
and then switched to chemical
and biological things.’

He left school near Diissel-
dorf at 15 and was imprisoned
the following year for his role
in a bank robbery. But he is
ambivalent about where he
spent his time between 1987,
when he left prison, and 1994
when he acquired his first full-
time job as a highly paid inter-
preter for the German courts.

He claims his sympathy for
the PKK began when, in his
role as interpreter, he would
visit terrorist suspects in
prison in Germany, where the
organisation is proscribed.
‘They treat our people like
dogs,” he says.

He does not deny sugges-
tions that he was picked up and
trained by the secret police of
the former East Germany be-
fore the fall of the Berlin Wall
in 1989. Hazar will admit only
that he has lived in Poland.

He also shared a prison cell
with neo-Nazis and says that,
of all the extremist groups
active in Europe, they are the
only ones who have a bomb-
maker as proficient as himself
in designing conventional ex-
plosives, chemical and biologi-
cal weapons.

Hazar was persuaded to
leave Germany and go to Ath-
ens by an inner elite within
the PKK, known as the ‘home
office’ (Ulke Burosu in Turk-
ish). }t claims to be a law unto
itself, operating indepen-
dently of the PKK’s leader and
founder, Abdullah Ocalan. He
told them he was willing to
‘give up six months of my time
to help our people’ and offered
to write a book on civil de-

‘They said so
many innecent
Kurds had died,
it made no
difference

if innocent
Turkish and
foreign civilians
died as well’

fence, to help Kurdish victims
of the Turkish forces.

In Greece he worked with
three ‘home office’ operatives
he refers to as Sait, Piro and
Cekdar — and with the move-
ment’s senior representative
in the Balkans known by the
code name of Mettin. He be-
lieves the ultimate controllers
are in Amsterdam.

Soon after his arrival in
Athens last February he was
taken to a farm near Triada,
north of the city. This was a
training camp run by a Greek
called Dimitri and his partner
Martha. Hazar believes Dimi-
tri to be the leader of 17 No-
vember and that the couple
also have good connections
with the Greek secret service.

In outhouses he found a
large amount of mercury ful-
minate, alcohol spirit and fuse
wire, and explosives such as
TNT and Amonal. In the
mountains beyond, he says,
the Greek authorities were
training and equipping Kurd-
ish guerrillas for missions in
Turkey. ‘The Greeks are
afraid of the Turkish army
and would like to see it bogged
down in a long war of attrition
with the Kurds,” Hazar says.

Soon his friends from the
‘home office’ abandoned the
pretence of a book on civil
defence and asked if he could
produce plastic explosives.
‘They wanted something that
would be spectacular and
movable. When I said I could
E)nroduce a bomb that could fit

to a box of Marlboro ciga-
rettes, they were fascinated.’
They told him to focus on
timers and on' ‘making the
explosives better’.

The first test, carried out in
open country about an hour’s
drive from the farm, involved
Amonal and a cooking gas
cylinder of the kind used by
campers. It was so successful
— and so loud — that Dimitri
warned him it might attract
the attention of the local
police.

Hazar insisted more tests
were needed. A small flat was
found for him near the Hotel
Pefkakia in the village of
Drosia, about 12 miles north of
Athens. Here he made a device
in a Nesquik box, another ina
box of iced-tea powder and a
third in a bottle of ketchup. He

did not connect the timers
‘because I didn't want them to
explode in the hands of people
who didn’t know how to use
them’, he says.

Worried that the operation
had been compromised, he sug-
gested to his controllers that
the unprimed bombs be given
to three separate couriers to
see which one was caught, or if
any in the PKK group in
Greece had betrayed them. His
proposal was ignored.

‘I was told what happened to
the bombs was not my con-
cern. Perhaps they were
aware of my qualms about the
targets. 1 didn’t mind at all
about hitting the Turkish
army because that was a le-
gitimate military target.’

But his controllers were
talking about killing civilians.
‘They said so many innocent
Kurds had died, it made no
difference if innocent Turkish
and foreign civilians died as
well.’

They had already made a
list of targets that terrified
Hazar and included Mediter-
ranean beaches. A chemical
bomb was planned for An-
talya, close to where former
Turkish Prime Minister
Tansu Ciller’s family owns a
holiday resort. Another bomb
was planned for the beaches of
Marmaris, popular with Brit-
ish tourists.

The most lethal device in
preparation was half a litre of
sarin, a deadly nerve agent
used by Aum Shinrikyo
terrorists in the Tokyo sub-
way in 1995, which Hazar says
was intended for the Ankara
mausoleum of Kemal Atattirk,
founder of modern Turkey,
where dignitaries gather in
his memory each 28 October.

Hazar evaded requests for
chemical bombs made of po-
tassium cyanide. He said it
would evaporate too easily
and that its distinctive smell
of bitter almonds would alert
people. He suggested rat poi-
son instead. He made six
bombs, one laced with rat poi-
son, in a Thermos flask.

Hazar fell under suspicion
when the devices went

wrong. The first exploded at
the Turkish beach resort of
Bodrum last July, killing a
young woman. The woman, a
PKK terrorist called Kudret
Denktas, died while activat-
ing the device, which used
two switches: a metod that
could confuse ill-trained
operatives.

In the second mishap, last
month, Hazar had specified
that there would be a 30
minute time delay before a
bomb placed outside a Turk-
ish military base went off. But
the PKK told its operative for
his own protection that the
delay would be 15 minutes.
When it failed to go off in that
time he went back and tam-
pered with the switches.
Hazar insists this was the
reason for its failure, but his
expertise, loyalty and commit-
ment were now in doubt. Days.
later Sait and Mettin drove
him to a dam. They asked him
for his Browning revolver and
Hazar realised something was
wrong.

Mettin said one of his bombs
had not exploded. They asked
him if he was working for the
Germans, Mossad or the
Turks. Mettin got angry and
said enough money had been
invested in him. It was time
for results — or else it would
be considered ‘sabotage’.

‘He said he had been in-
structed to interrogate me and
put me on trial. Then he told
Sait to take me closer to the
dam, to a quiet place where
they could “deal” with me.

‘I was scared, but I didn’t
think they would kill me be-
cause I was still too valuable
to them. Mettin was talking a
lot on his mobile telephone.
He turned to me and said it
had been decided to give me
one last chance to prepare five
more bombs under, supervi-
sion. If even one bomb failed,
‘we will shoot you like a dog.
We have wasted enough time
and money on you.’

Hazar returned to Drosia
and was given a 21-year-old
apprentice who knew nothing
about bomb-making but
alarmed him with his de-

Bomb

warchonse

N Bodrum
Bomb atracks

oD oToy s

43



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

mands. He wanted to target
the valuable Turkish vegeta-
ble export market and sug-
gested bombs should be dis-
tributed through post offices.
.When Hazar argued against
killing innocent civilians, he
replied: ‘Everyone has to
make sacrifices.’ The ideas got
‘more and more crazy’. His
‘minder’ discussed using bio-
logical weapons, including the
E. coli bacteria to contaminate
the beaches.

‘I'didn’t say yes or no, but I
was frightened. 1 had seen
how they had treated others
they suspected of disloyalty. I
myself feel responsible for the
interrogations and deaths of
60 people.’

He refuses to say when or
where these incidents took
place, nor would he elaborate
on how he arranged for these
suspects to be Kkilled. He does
insist that he killed nobody
himself.

‘On 15 August I knew every-

‘body would be busy marking

the seventeenth anniversary

‘of the PKK's declaration of

war against Turkey, so I
planned my ‘escape for that
day. Pretending I was asleep, I
picked up my clothes and left

for the islands. Since then I

have contacted the *“home
office” only once. They told
me to return within 24 hours
or face the consequences.’

He says he left behind in the
village of Drosia a substantial
cache, including 10 pieces of
Bulgarian TNT, 170 sticks of
Amonal, 10 timers, plenty of
potassium cyanide and the
means to cultivate biological
agents such as E. coli and
botulism, as well as chemical
weapons such as sarin and
mustard gas.

E AZAR knows it is ‘al-
ready too late’ for
! him. ‘I can never go
back and they will
hunt me to the day 1

die.’ He wants foreign govern-
ments to know of the cache in
Drosia and to share informa-
tion about the PKK's links
with.other terrorist groups.__
‘They may not like me very
much or trust me, but the
information I have will save
many lives and provide the
intelligence services with the
biggest breakthrough they

-have ever had against the

PKK.’

A particularly close
relationship exists now with
the Palestinian terror group
Hamas, and he said the PKK
had a liaison officer in Damas-
cus dedicated to working with
Hamas. He also claims the
PKK was given sophisticated
weaponry, including Stinger
missiles, by the Greeks. In Sri
Lanka, the rebel Tamil Tigers
used a Stinger missile to bring
down a military aircraft this
summer.

Britain has a vital interest
in Hazar, following his disclo-

sure that PKK militants had
been briefed on attacking Brit-
ish targets in Turkey as well
as London.

—Hazar says the top echelons
within the PKK are furious
with London for imprisoning
their spokesman in Europe,
Kani Yilmaz, who was ar-
rested two and a half years ago

- at the request of the'German

government.

The case of Yilmaz, who was
deported last month to Ger-
many, where he has been
charged with possessing fire-

. arms, has enraged the PKK

and strengthened party de-
mands for revenge. While he
was working on his bombs,
Hazar says, his PKK minders
told him: ‘It’s time to teach a
lesson to the motherfucking

‘British gays who think they

still rule the world.’

Danger for tourists in Turkey

Jailed leader denies poison bomb plan,

writes Denis Staunton in Berlin

ANI YILMAZ, the
jailed European
spokesman of the
Kurdistan Workers’
s Party (PKK), is out-.
raged at the accusation that
his organisation intends to
use poison bombs against
tourists as part of its guer-
rilla campaign against the
Turkish government.

But he issued a chilling
warning to European tourists
planning to holiday in Tur-
key. Tourist income finances
the war against the Kurds, he
said, and the Kurds had ap-
pealed to people not to travel
to the beaches of Anatolia.

‘Tourists are not targets for
us, but tourists must be
aware that they are visiting a
region affected by war.’

Speaking through his law-
yer from Celle prison in north-
ern Germany, he insisted
thére were no circumstances
in which the organisation
would use such weapons.

‘We are absolutely opposed
to the use of chemical
weapons,’ he said. ‘If we had
dispensed with the use of
legitimate means in our
struggle and used weapons of

. mass destruction, we would
have succeeded long ago. We
are a principled movement,
and it is unthinkable for such
a movement to use inhumane
methods.” .

Yilmaz was on his way to
the House of Commons in Oc-
tober 1994 to address an all-
party meeting about the-
Kurdish conflict in Turkey
when he was arrested outside
Westminster underground
station. A plain-clothes immi-

- gration officer, accompanied

by six policemen, told him he
had been admitted to Britain
by mistake and would be
detained on grounds of
national security.
Yilmaz was confined in
‘Belmarsh top-security prison,
Woolwich, for almost three
years, for much of the time in
isolation and in conditions
described by his German law-
!yer as scandalous. He was
_held pending extradition to
‘Germany, where he is
accused of orchestrating
arson attacks on Turkish
businesses. When Home Sec-
retary Jack Straw approved
. the German extradition
request last month, Yilmaz's
: lawyer, Hans-Eberhard
Schultz, began negotiating
with the German authorities.
‘T am confident a solution

will be found that will be ac- -

ceptable to Kani, that he will
not be convicted as a terror-
ist, that he will not have to
make a confession and that
he will leave prison within
the foreseeable future,’
Schultz said.

Kani Yiimaz: furious at suggestions PKK will use chemlcal

weapons In its guerrilla war,

Yilmaz dismisses the latest
a]legations from the PKK
master-bomber Seydo Hazar

as anexercise in black propa- :

ganda engineered by Turkey.
‘We just laugh at these ridicu-
lous suggestions. These lies
have often been spread about
us. This information from
Greece comes directly from
the Turkish secret service.’
The charge of Kurdish in-

. volvement in the drug trade

is an old one and, although
the German authorities have
mounted numerous investi-

" gations into the PKK since

1988, they have found no evi-
dence to support it. In fact,
drugs intelligence officers
have told the Observer that
the evidence points to Kurd-

. ish leaders under Turkish

government control as the

main conduit for the drugs

that arrive on British streets.
‘The drugs trade is a crime

" against humanity. We con-

demn such actions,’ Yilmaz

Photograph by Mark Campbell

said. ‘We have often offered
to co-operate with every
country in Europe against the
drugs trade. It is obvious that
80 per cent of the drugs dis-

-_tributed in Europe come from
‘Turkey. It is clear that the

Turkish secret service has
special units involved in this.’

There is evidence the PKK
has used intimidation to ex-
tract donations from Kurds
living in Germany and

. Yilmaz’s lawyer concedes

some donors may not be be-
yond reproach. ‘What is true
is that millions of PKK sup-
porters give donations, 99 per
cent of the time voluntarily,
and the possibility that some
of these donors may be in- .
volved in the drugs trade can-
not be ruled out,’ he said.

- Yilmaz claims the PKK is
committed to finding a politi-
cal solution to the Kurdish
conflict, but that Turkey’s

refusal to negotiate has made

armed struggle inevitable.

The Observer 28 September 1997
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- The cold killers of

28 September 1997 The Observer

Leonard Doyle examines the role
of the Greek intelligence service

17 November

who always go free

VER since the Greek
terrorists known as
the Revolutionary
Movement 17 Novem-
ber gunned down the
ClA station chief in Athens a
few days before Christmas
1975, the shadowy group has
managed to strike with impu-
nity at its chosen targets.
Western intelligence agencies
have long suspected 17 No-
vember of acting at the behest
of prominent left-wing Greek
politicians.
The little that is known
about the organisation is that

it is nationalistic, left-wing
and likes to issue rambling
communiqués that quote Bal-
zac. But in Washington and
London it has long been sus-
pected of being the cat’s paw
of a radicalised Greek intelli-
gence service, the GYP.
Washington made its frus-
trations with Athens clear in
its-most récent world terror-
ism survey, where it stafed:
‘The Greek government con-
tinues to make no headway in
its pursuit of Greek terrorists,
in particular, the Revolu-
tionary Organisation 17 No-

N

The sign of the group whose
business is aug:lnatlon.

vember that is responsible for
numerous attacks against US
interests, including the mur-
der of four US officials.’

Until today’'s Observer reve-

lations, a direct link between
17 November and the Greek
secret service had not been
established. The Kurdish
bomber Seydo Hazar has told
the Observer that:
@ 17 November leaders work
hand-in-glove with elements
of the Greek intelligence
service.
® Police were kept away from
PKKX training camps by 17 No-
vember leaders who checked
the identity of car number
plates with Greek officials.
® Funds were obtained and
distributed to the PKK by a
retired naval commander who
lives on a military base and is
a well-known sympathiser of
17 November.

The organisation is the

most feared group in Greece
and often referred to as the
deadliest terrorist group in
Europe. Since 1975 its mem-
bers have executed 21 people,
without anyone being ar-
rested, charged or convicted.
Indeed, a close analysis of
17 November's actions down
the years, points to a remark-
able set of coincidences in
which Greek government in-
terests are seen to have been
furthered by individual
attacks.

The Observer’s evidence di-
rectly implicates 17 November
in sheltering the PKK by pro-
viding housing and training
facilities for its guerrillas.

The PKK bomber has told
the Observer that Kurdish

agents could not train and
pass through Greece without
direct government backing.

‘The Greek intelligence ser-
vice were organising the
chemicals, the high explo-
sives, for example they were
giving people in the (Kurdish)
“home office” Greek pass-
ports,’ Hazar said.

The name 17 November
comes from the day in 1973
when the Greek Colonels sent
tanks and soldiers to smash a
student uprising at Athens
Polytechnic University, kill-
ing 34 young people. It was
Europe’s Tiananmen Square
and out of it grew a terrorist
organisation.

Highly nationalistic, the
group is anti-Greek establish-

ment, anti-US, anti-Turkey,
anti-Nato; it is committed to
removing US bases and the
Turkish military presence
from Cyprus, and to severing
Greece's ties to Nato and the
European Union.

17 November’'s operations
are always planned and car-
ried out with military preci-
sion. First there is the ‘hit’,
carried out with the same
small collection of Colt .45 and
Smith and Wesson revolvers.
The Colt 45 that dispatched
the CIA man, Robert Welch, in
1975 was used again last June
to murder Costi Peraticos,
scion of a Greek shipping fam-
ily, which bought the priva-
tised Elefsis Shipyards in 1992.

British diplomats, business-

men and interests have also.
been singled out by 17 Novem-
ber, most recently the HMS
Ark Royal which was targeted
with rockets when it docked in
Piraeus in 1994 with a crew of
1,000. Heavy rain prevented
the rockets detonating, but
there were other successful
rocket attacks that day
against American and Ger-
man interests.

The 17 November communi-
qués, with a five-pointed star
and the the name ‘17N’, typi-
cally come from the same
typewriter that issued the
movement's first proclama.
tion in 1975 shortly before
Welch's execution. But again,
the Greek authorities have
never come up with any leads.

This summer, the US gov-
ermment renewed the reward:
for the capture and conviction
of 17 November terrorists (it is
now worth $2 million), impli-
cated in the deaths of four
Americans, injuries to 28
other Americans and a rocket
attack on the US embassy
compound in February 1996.

What distinguishes 17 No-
vember from other terrorist
organisations is that in 22
years not a single member of
the group has been arrested.
Indeed, the identity of no
member of 17 November is
said to be known to Greek,
American or European police
and intelligence agencies. It is
a claim no other terrorist
group can make.
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Iraq urges UN to condemn
Turkish military incursion

Baghdad - Reuters

® Iraq has urged the United Nations to condemn Turkey’s
incursion into northern Iraq and to press Ankara to withdraw
its troops, Iraqi newspapers said on Saturday.

“I call on you ... to condemn this new aggression against a
founding member of the United Nations,” they quoted
Foreign Minister Mohammed Saeed al-Sahaf as saying in a
letter to U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan. :

- Some 15,000 Turkish troops backed by air power were
still in northern Iraq on Saturday, four days after launching
their latest attack on the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), a
Turkish Kurd separatist group fighting a terrorist campaign
southeast Turkey which often operates from northern Iraq.

Sahaf urged Annan to “demand the Turkish government

withdraw its troops immediately from
Iraqi territory and desist from such
aggressive practices.”
~ Turkey’s army chief said his troops
would soon pull out of the mountain-
ous region, once their mission against

the PKK separatists was completed.

‘The operation is Turkey’s second

major cross-border raid since May.
*“The Iragi government preserves

its legitimate right under international

law to choose the right response
against such military aggression and
demands compensation for the dam-
age inflicted as a result of these

“Turkish violations of Iraq’s territory
‘and air space,” Sahaf said. .

The foray has been criticized by
state radio in Iran, which borders both
Iraq and Turkey.

Britain has also expressed concern.
Turkey’s relations with the Arab

world have worsened since it

announced a military training pact
with Israel in 1996. Northern Iraq is
under the control of Iraqi Kurdish

.groups which broke from Baghdad
after the end of the 1991 Gulf War

over Kuwait, Since then a U.S.-led air

force based in Turkey has protected

northern Iraq Kurds from any
Baghdad attack.

But Ankara fears much of the area
is falling under the control of the
PKK, which has been fighting Iraqi

Kurds allied with Turkey.

Turkey tightens
operation despite
international reactions

Iran, Iraq urge immediate
withdrawal of Turkish
troops from northern Iraq

Ankara- Turkish Daily News .

m Despite strong reactions received
from the capitals of Turkey’s neigh-
boring states, Turkish troops contin-
ued their cross-border operation
against se%aratist Kurdistan

Norkers’ Party (PKK) camps in
northern Iraq. :

After a week of air raids and oper-

ations by the Turkish army backed
by village guards and peshmergas of
the Kurdistan Democratic Party
(KDP), many PKK camps were
destroyed and operations were con-
tinuing in twelve regions of northern
Iraq, the Anatolia news agency

reported. i
Fighting is continuing in the Kani
Mazi, Ekmal, Bervari, Meti, Carcel,

Dergele, Irkan and Haciiimran
regions where, according to KDP
radio, 13 separatists were killed.

Syrian Kurdish party calls
Plv(rli( to withdraw from N. lraq
Meanwhile, the Syrian Kurdistan
Unity Party called on the PKK to
withdraw from N. Iraq, while
Massoud Barzani of the KDP urged
the PKK to stop its attacks in one
month’s time. “If not, we will have
to make some facts public,” said
Barzani, who also described PKK
attacks against civilians.

iran urges Turkey to with-
draw from northern lraq

Accordir(xé to a Reuters report, Iran
on Saturday called for the immediate

withdrawal of Turkish troops from
northern Iraq, sa inﬁinAnkan}’s )
incursions were fuelling regional

_instability.

The official Iranian news agency
IRNA said Foreign Ministry
spokesman Mahmoud Mohammadi

had issued a statement deploring the
Turkish operation and “called for
their immediate

withdrawal from Iraq.”

“He said that Turkey’s military
offensive would solve no problem
but on the contrary would worsen
instability and tension in northern
Iraq, something which will be detri-
mggtal to the entire region,” IRNA
said. '

Arab legislators urge

Turkey to get out of Iraq

The Arab Parliamentarians’ Union
on Saturday condemned Turkey’s
incursion into northern Iraq in pur-
suit of rebel Kurds and urged a
to immediately withdraw its troops,

. the official Syrian news agency

(SANA) was quoted as saying by
Reuters. It quoted a statement by the
union as saying the operation was a
“flagrant violation of Iraq’s integri-

, a blatant threat to its indepen-

ence.”

The statement, issued in
Damascus, said the Turkish opera-
tion was “an overt violation of the
United Nations Charter.”

“The union urged the Turkish
government to pull its troops imme-
diately from the Iragi land and com-
mit itself to respect Iraq’s sovereign-
ty, independence and territorial
integrity,” SANA added.

Turkish Daily News

.September 28, 1997

“Turkish Daily News

September 29, 1997
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LE PROBLEME KURDE

TEXTES

Par Kendal Nezan (Président de L’Institut Kurde de Paris)

A cheval sur les frontiéres de plusieurs
Etats du Proche-Orient, avec une popula-
tion évaluée 3 30 millions d'dmes, les
Kurdes constituent aprés les Arabes et les
Turcs, la troisiéme nation numériquement
la plus importante du Proche-Orient. Une
nation en pointillé, non reconnue et écar-
telée dont le devenir hypothéque assez
largement la paix et la stabilit¢ de cette
région du monde.

Leur pays, aussi vaste que la France,
riche 3 la fois en ressources hydrauliques
et en pétrole, fut, au lendemain de la
Premi¢re Guerre mondiale, partagé entre
la Turquie et 1Tran. En 1925, alors méme
qu'une mission d'enquéte de la Société des
Nations avait établi que les sept huititmes
de ses habitants aspiraient 4 la création
dun Etat kurde indépendant, l'empire
B britannique a annexé la province kurde de
B Mossoul 3 I'Etat irakien qu'il venait de
M créer de toutes piéces, au prétexte que
N « sans les richesses pétroliéres et agricoles
@88 kurdes, le nouvel Etat ne sera pas viable ».
8 En contre-partie, Londres avait promis un
B « self rule » kurde pour ce territoire, en-
gagement qui fut jeté aux oubliettes dés
I'accession formelle de I'Irak a l'indépen-
dance, en 1930.
BN Entretemps la France, puissance
S mandataire en Syrie, avait également
W incorporé 4 cet Etat certains territoires
M peuplés de Kurdes dans le cadre du tracé
Wl de 1a frontitre turco-syrienne décidé en
accord avec Ankara.

Le décor du drame kurde était ainsi
planté. Celuici fut déclenché par la poli-
B tique radicale des nouveaux régimes na-
ll tionalistes cherchant 3 bitir des Etats-
nations avec une seule langue, une seule
culture, une seule idéologie. Devenus des
Ml minorités au sein des nouveanx Etats, les
3 Kurdes se voyaient ainsi dénier toute exis-

Les Kurdes en Turquie

En Turquie, dés 1924, leurs écoles et
leurs publications étaient fermdes, leur
langue, leur culture, leurs costumes et
musique interdits, les mots « kurde » et
« Kurdistan » bannis du vocabulaire, les
villes, villages et lieux géographiques

4€ trimestre 1997

débaptisés pour recevoir des noms turcs.
Apres le génocide arménien de 1915 et

I'expulsion vers la Gréce de 1,2 millions de

Grecs d'Anatolie dans les années 1920, les
dirigeants nationalistes turcs voulaient
parachever Ia turquification du pays par la
dispersion et l'assimilation forcée des
Kurdes. Une loi adoptée en 1932 a codifié
la déportation des Kurdes et leur disper-
sion dans les villages d'Anatolie turque
pour «des impératifs de sécurité natio-
nale». De 1924 a 1944, le tiers de la
population kurde de Turquie a péri au
cours des massacres et déportations per-

pétrés dans l'indifférence totale de la

communauté internationale par un régime
turc que celleci donnait en exemple au
monde islamique en raison de « son carac-
tére laic et modemisateur ». En 1950, pour
pouvoir bénéficier du Plan Marshall,
Ankara a di instaurer un multipartisme
qui a eu pour effet de réduire sensiblement
la répression physique dans les provinces
kurdes, dont les habitants étaient devenus
des électeurs. Cependant la politique de Ia
négation et de la destruction de l'identité
kurde s'est poursuivie et les intellectuels
kurdes revendiquant des droits culturels et
linguistiques pour leur communauté ont
été persécutés, condamnés 3 l'exil ou'a la
prison, quand ils n'étaient pas éliminés
physiquement.

L'exode rural, la généralisation de
l'instruction, le développement des moyens
de communication et l'impact des guerres
de libération dans les pays du Tiers Monde
ainsi que linfluence des mouvements
autonomistes kurdes des pays voisins ont
contribué A l'émergence, A partir des an-
nées 1960, d'élites politiques kurdes
modernes chez les Kurdes de Turquie. Le
développement des mouvements popu-
laires kurdes revendicatifs, et au départ
non violents et non séparatistes, a servi de
justification aux interventions musclées de
I'armée, dont le dernier en date, le coup
dBtat de 1980, a eu entre autres con-
séquences l'arrestation d'environ 140 000
Kurdes. Accusés de séparatisme, nombre
de ceux<ci ont ét¢ sévérement tortures,
condamnés a de lourdes peines de prison,
plusieurs centaines tués dans des condi-

tions atroces'.

Ce sont les enfants ou les proches de
ces suppliciés qui, a partir de 1984, ont
pris le maquis. En ce sens, le mouvement
de guérilla du PKK (Parti des travailleurs
du Kurdistan) est le produit de la politique
turque d'oppression et d‘humiliation des
Kurdes. Le cycle, bien connu, de répres-
sion-révolte-répression enfonce la Turquie
dans une guerre civile de plus en plus
dévastatrice. Celle-ci a déja conduit a la
destruction de 3 165 villages kurdes et aux
déplacements forcés de 5 4 6 millions de
Kurdes. Condamnés 4 la misére dans les
bidonvilles des grandes métropoles tur-
ques, ces populations kurdes déplacées et
humiliées constituent un terreau de choix
pour les islamistes et les extrémismes de
tout genre. La guerre du Kurdistan qui,
officiellement, coiite 8 milliards de dollars
par an au budget d'un Etat turc impécu-
nieux, conduit celui<ci a chercher des
sources de financement comme le trafic
d'héroine vers I'Europe. L'Allemagne, la
Grande-Bretagne et les Pays-Bas ont ré-
cemment montré¢ du doigt les autorités
turques pour leur implication dans ce trafic
qui, selon la déposition devant une com-
mission parlementaire d'un haut respon-
sable policier turc, H. Avci, avait en 1996
rapport¢ 25 milliards de dollars 4 la
Turquie.

Au moment ot Ankara devient de plus
en plus infréquentable en Europe pour ses
violations massives des droits de 'homme
et pour ses pratiques dignes d'un narco-
Etat, les dirigeants turcs concluent un
important accord de coopération militaire
avec Israél dans le double objectif de
complaire 4 la communauté juive, no-
tamment américaine, supposée trés influ-
ente sur la politique extérieure de
Washington, et de faire piéce a l'alliance
syro-iranienne accusée de vouloir désta-
biliser la Turquie. Les ingrédients dun
nouveau conflit régional se mettent ainsi
progressivement en place.

L'expérience kurde irakienne

Le sort des Kurdes en Irak est, en rai-
son de la guerre du Golfe, mieux connu de
'opinion publique. S'inspirant du « modéle
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turc» d'éradication du probléme kurde,
Saddam Hussein avait, 3 partir de 1975,
mis en ceuvre un programme de destruc-
tion systématique de la paysannerie kurde,
coupable a ses yeux d'étre la base populaire
des révoltes récurrentes qui depuis les
années 1920 contestent la politique d'ara-
bisation et de centralisation de Bagdad.
4500 des villages et une vingtaine de
villes kurdes ont été évacués et démolis, la
végétation détruite, le bétail abattu, les
- sources d'eau bétonnées et 1,5 millions de
paysans kurdes internés. Au lendemain de
Ia Guerre du Golfe, l'exode massif vers
I'Iran et la Turquic de 2 millions de
Kurdes fuyant les troupes irakiennes a
conduit les Alliés occidentaux & instaurer
une zone de protection kurde afin de
répondre & I'immense émotion de l'opinion
_publique internationale. 4 millions de
Kurdes vivent dans cette zone grande
comme sept fois le Liban, hors d'atteinte
du régime irakien. Mais les Alliés ne
protégent pas cette zone contre les incur-
sions fréquentes de l'armée turque sous
prétexte de poursuites contre le PKK, ni
contre celles des. troupes iraniennes. Le
Parlement et l'administration autonomes
kurdes mis en place a la suite des élections
libres organisées en mai 1992 n'ont pas été
- reconnus par les Occidentaux soucieux de
ne pas mécontenter Ankara, qui voit dans
cette expérience d'auto-administration une
tentative de création d'un Etat kurde et un
dangereux exemple pour les 15 a 20 mil-
lions de Kurdes de Turquie. Les Etats-
Unis et leurs alliés européens, qui subven-
-tionnent I'Autorité  palestinienne, ont

refusé d'accorder la moindre aide finan-

ciére ou technique au gouvernement ré-
gional kurde confronté a des difficultés
énormes résultant de 30 années de guerres
et de destructions. Cette situation a fini par
favoriser I'émergence des milices et des
affrontements internes. Depuis octobre
1996 le calme est de nouveau revenu dans
le Kurdistan irakien 3 la suite d'un cessez-
le-fen négocié par Washington. Malgré
une partition de fait de la région kurde
" entre, au nord, l'administration du Parti
démocratique du Kurdistan (PDK) de
Massoud Barzani et, au sud, celle de
I'Union patriotique du Kurdistan (UPK) de
Jalal Talabani, les principaux services
publics (eau, électricité, téléphone, en-
seignement) sont assurés par les Kurdes

qui, en dépit des problémes nombreux et

‘des incertitudés pesant sur leur avenir,

reconstruisent progressivement leur pays
et vivent nettement mieux que les Irakiens.

En Iran. les 9 millions de Kurdes su-
bissent toutes les privations de libertés
individuelles et collectives imposées par le
régime des Ayatollahs. A environ 80%
sunnites, ils sont en plus objet de discrimi-
nation sur le plan religieux. Ils ne jouissent
d'aucun droit culturel et spécifique. En
aofit 1979 Khomeiny avait déclaré que les
Kurdes étaient des enfants de Satan et
déclaré une guerre sainte contre eux.
Depuis une situation de guerre continue de
prévaloir au Kurdistan iranien soumis a un
quadrillage militaire et policier semré et
interdit aux observateurs étrangers. Le

régime iranien a, en outre, fait assassiner,
y compris en Europe, des dirigeants poli-
tiques kurdes iraniens comme le Dr AR
Ghassemlou, abattu avec deux de ses col-

laborateurs en juillet 1989 a Vienne au.

cours de « pourparlers de paix » avec des
émissaires du président iranien. Son suc-
cesseur, le. Dr Sherafkandi, fut tué en
septembre 1992 a Berlin, en marge du
Congrés- de I'Internationale socialiste. Le
Tribunal de Berlin a, depuis, établi que ce
meurtre avait éé ordonné par « les plus
hautes autorités de la République is-
lamiques », a savoir le président iranien et
I'ayatollah Khamenei, le Guide spirituel de
ITran. Ce jugement a suscité une vive
tension diplomatique entre Téhéran et
I'Union européenne:

En Syric. lé régime dictatorial de

Hafez al Assad ne reconnait aucun droit
culturel aux 1,5 millions de Kurdes du

‘pays. Damas a méme déchu pres de

400 000 de ces derniers de leur citoyenneté
en faisant ainsi d'eux des étrangers sans
papiers sur leur propre terre.

Les pays de 'Union Euroméenne qui
abritent prés de 850000 Kurdes; pour
I'essentiel originaires de Turquie, subissent
de plus en plus les conséquences du conflit
kurde : affrontements entre communautés
kurde et turque en Allemagne et aux Pays-
Bas ; actions violentes contre les intéréts
turcs dans plusieurs pays ; assassinats des
militants kurdes iraniens et irakiens sur le
territoire européen avec leurs suites judi-
ciaires et diplomatiques, I'afflux des de-
mandeurs d'asile fuyant la guerre, l'aug-
mentation considérable des activités des
mafias turques en Europe soutenues par
des services turcs a la recherche de l'argent
occulte pour financer 1'interminable et trés
coliteuse guerre du Kurdistan. Le
probléme kurde devient une importante
question d'ordre public en Europe qui ne
peut plus l’escamoter. Ceépendant, c'est
surtout sur place, au cceur du Proche-
Orient déchiré, que le probléme kurde
reste une plaie ouverte et hypothéque la
paix et le développement de plusieurs
Etats. Le partage des eaux des deux prin-

. cipaux fleuves de la région, I'Euphrate et le

Tigre, qui prennent leurs sources au
Kurdistan, oppose 1a Turquie 3 la Syrie et
a 1'Trak ; les projets américains d'oléoduc
pour évacuer, via la Turquie, le pétrole du
Caucase et d'Asie Centrale se heurtent a
l'insécurité régnant dans le Kurdistan,
point de passage incontournable. Le conflit
kurde suscite de vives tensions entre
Ankara, Damas et Téhéran qui s'accusent
de soutenir telle ou telle faction kurde. On
sait que le non-réglement du conflit kurde
en Irak avait d'abord conduit 4 une guerre
régionale entre I'Iran et I'lrak, puis i la
confrontation internationale de la guerre

.du Golfe. Le pourrissement du conflit

kurde en Turquie a un potentiel encore
plus dévastateur pour 1a stabilité régionale. -

La région ne pourra trouver une paix
durable que le jour oit la communauté
internationale aura réuni les principaux
protagonistes pour définir un statut ac-
ceptable pour les 30 millions de Kurdes du
Proche-Orient, qui constituent actuel-
lement la plus grande communauté hu-
maine sans Etat. & '

! Voir 4 ce sujet le témoignage de Mehdi Zana,
ancien maire de la capitale kurde Diyarbakir, qui a
passé 15 ans pour sa défense pacifique des droits des
Kurdes, La Prison n° 5, éditions Arléa, Paris, 1995. .
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Breéves
de Turquie

— UN CARICATURISTE TURC
CONDAMNE A UN AN DE PRI-
SON : Le caricaturiste turc, Ertan
Aydlin, qui avait déja passé 8 mois
de prison en 1994 et en 1995 pour
ses caricatures illustrant la torture
pratiquée par la police, vient d'étre
condamné 2 un an de prison. La
Cour de Stireté de I'Etat vient de le
condamner 2 un de prison pour
«nsulte a I'armée» A la suite d'une
caricature publiée dans le journal
de gauche Emek illustrant les liens
de I'armée avec les crimes organi-
sés. L'intéressé a déclaré : «fe n'ai
fait qu’exprimer la réaction de la
population a ces sales relations».
Plus de 100 journalistes sont ac-
tuellement emprisonnés clans les
geolles turques.

LEPEUPLE

BRETON

— UNE PROLONGATION DE 4
MOIS DE L'ETAT D'URGENCE
DANS LES PROVINCES KURDES a

" été votée le 9 juillet par le Parle-
ment turc «conformément aux re-
commandations du Conseil de sé-
curité nationale». Seuls certains dé-
putés du CHP (parti républicain du
peuple) et du Refah ont voté contre
cette mesure. La plupart des pro-
vinces kurdes se trouvent depuis
1979 sous le régime d'état d'urgen-
ce. Depuis la création de la Répu-
blique turque en 1924, le Kurdistan
turc aura ainsi été placé pendant 58
ans sous des régimes d’exception,
d'état de siege, de loi martiale ou
d'état d'urgence !

SEPTEMBRE/GWENGOLO 1997

it . Tl XD

ZaRE

-~ LA GUERRE DU KURDISTAN
TURC A FAIT, EN DIX ANS,
29.125 MORTS affirme le préfet ré-
gional turc, Necati Bilcan, dans une
conférence de presse donnée le 9
juillet 2 Diyarbakir. Selon ce diri-
geant turc, il y aurait eu 20.680
morts dans les rangs du PKK dont
25.930 autres membres auraient
été «neutralisés»', c’est-a-dire em-
prisonnés ou retournés. Les pertes
des forces de sécurité turques pen-
dant cette méme période s’éleve-
raient 2 4.204 morts et 9.125 bles-
sés. 4.245 civils auraient également
€té tués et 5.047 blessés au cours
de ce conflit. Pour des raisons que
M. Bilcan n’a pas évoquées, cette
statistique turque n’inclut pas la pé-
riode initiale qui va d’aoiit 1984 2
juillet 1987.

.. Les Etats-Unis accusent

4 ommerce imatgéxgl et
tant spécial du arte-

mrepr ‘ déclarait le 7 mai que
 les pays neutres comme la Suisse ou

it
or qit'lls avaient e
o yniet o do
Dans 4 rt du Département
- kel *Les efforts des Etats-
- Unig et desctiliés pour récupérer et *
_restityert'or etles autres biengvolés
 du tissimulés par I'Allemagne pen-
dant la deuxiéme guerre mondiale”,
~ofaffirme que les nations neutres
avidptit “coopéré avec I'Allemagne

nazie pour leur propre profit”.
L'Argentine, lego

la Suade, 1a Suisse et la Turquie sont
parmi lés pays étudiés dans le rap-
port. “Il existe assez de preuves qui

rtugal, 'Espagne, ‘

et des documents qui pourraient por-

~ ter sur les procés de Nuremberg”.

A partir du 25 janvier 1945, le gou-
vernement américain, au travers de
I'ambassade américaine & Ankara,
aurait fait plugieurs tentatives pour

“

H v
la Turquie d'empocher
' [ ] - [ ]
| I'or pillé par les nazis

~

3 Nous publions dans son inté-  nous permettent de croire que les

- lité cet article relatif & I'or ~ ™a2is ont caché des richesses en Tur-

o gra i wardé T i quie et qu'ils ont utilisé ce pays

S hazi ga en ':'q" €, Pam comme centre d'espionnage pendant

£ dans info-Tiirk (n° de maijuin |, guerre pour s'assurer des controles

o 1997), une revue d'opposants  portuaires siirs”, bgrécise le rapport.

a tures éditée en Belgique. “Par ailleurs, les Etats-Unis pensent

QO ) ue l'ambassadeur nazi en uie,

2 anz von Pupen, avait dissimulé en

Washington, Stuart Eizenstat,  Turquie, a la fin de son mandat, des

I sous-secrétaire d'Etat pourle  pidces d'or, d'autres objets de valeur,
i
(]
1]

révenir” et “convaincre” les ,
pour qu'ils cédent les biens alle-
mands en aecord avec la politigue des
alliés”La’
réponse satisfaisante aux alliés. .
‘En 1946, le Département d'Etat
icain calculait qu'il y avait entre
28 et 44 millions de d. en biens
rivés, et 23 millions de dollarsen
iens d'Etat, desquels la Turquie
demandait un total de 15,5 millions
de dollars de compensation” pour ses
{)ro res revendications vis-a-vis de
‘Allemagne.

uié n'a‘pas donné de -
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Eine letzte Chance fiir die Tiirkei

Die Demokratische Volkspartei und ihr Griinder Seraffetin Elci

VON ANDREAS SELMECI
Ende Juni 1997 hat die General-

staatsanwaltschaft der Turkei einen
, Antrag auf Verbot der ,Demokrati-

sche Volkspartei” (Demokratik Kitle Par-
tisi, DKP) gestellt. Der erst wenige Mo-
nate jungen Partei wirft sie Verfassungs-
widrigkeit vor: Sie gefihrde die Einheit
des- tiirkischen Staates und behaupte,
daf! in der Tiirkei ethnische Minderhei-
ten existierten.

Die DKP wurde am 4. Januar 1997 von
Serafettin Elgi gegrindet und wird von
thm prisidiert (vgl. Kasten). Die Partei
will die Kurdenfrage mit friedlichen Mit-
teln 1osen, wie Elci gegeniiber der aufla-
genstarken tiurkischen Zeitung ,Sabah“
am 4. Januar erklirte: ,Fir ein Zusam-
menleben zwischen Tiirken und Kurden
ist es noch nicht zu spit.“ In threm Pro-
gramm und in offentlichen Stellungnah-
men hat die DKP folgende Forderungen
erhoben:

B Die Tiirkei mufl die Existenz der Kur-
den anerkennen.

B Die Kurden miissen sich im Rahmen
des Rechtsstaates organisieren kénnen.
B Den Kurden ist eine freie sprachlich-
kulturelle Entwicklung zu ermdglichen.

Als demokratische Alternative zur
Kurdischen Arbeiterpartei PKK versteht
sich die DKP. Die von Abdullah Ocalan
gefithrte Guerillaorganisation, so Sera-
fettin Elgi, spiele den Hardlinern in der
tirrkischen Staatsfiihrung in die Hinde.
Auch der prokurdischen HADEP-Partei,
die bei den Parlamentswahlen vom De-
zember 1995 in einigen Provinzen Osta-
natoliens die Mehrheit der Stimmen er-
rang (sieche pogrom 187/1996) und
mittlerweile ebenfalls unter Anklage des
Separatismus’ steht, halt El¢i ,, Versagen®
vor: ,Indem sie keine selbstindigen poli-
tischen Initiativen hervorgebracht hat,
ist die HADEP dem Vertrauen des kurdi-
schen Volkes nicht gerecht geworden.*
Andererseits hat Serafettin El¢i klarge-
stellt, dafl die DKP sich nicht als ,Anti-
PKK® instrumentalisieren lasse. Unter-
scheiden will sich seine Partei in sach-
lich-programmatischer Hinsicht. Wahrend

Partei in Stockholm am 25. Mai 1997

die PKK die Unabhingigkeit Kurdistans
anstrebt und allenfalls zu einer Konféde-
ration mit der Tiirkei bereit wire, hat sich
die DKP fiir eine Losung innerhalb der
heutigen Tiirkei entschieden. Der gesam-
te Staat soll dezentralisiert werden, in-
dem Provinzen, Regionen und Gemein-
den groflere Selbstverwaltungskompe-
tenzen erhalten. Uberall, wo Kurden Be-
volkerungsmehrheiten stellen, kénnten
sie auf diesem Weg sprachliche und kul-
turelle Rechte fiir sich durchsetzen. Als
erfolgreiches Vorbild fiir diese Strategie
nennt Elgi das autonome Katalonien.

Demokratische turkische Medien ha-
ben die DKP als Hoffnungstrigerin will-
kommen geheissen. Die auflagenstarke
Tageszeitung ,Sabah” wertete die Partei-
grindung als ,Erfolg fitr die Tirkei und
das demokratische Rechtssystem®, und
in ,Hirriyet® schrieb Enis Berberoglu am
10. Mirz: ,,Wer Seraffetin Elci noch nicht
gehort und kennengelernt hat, soll dies
bedauern. Den liberalen tiirkischen

Kommentatoren, die im Fortdauern des .

Von PK-Annger geschaen: Mitglied der DKP an einer Verantaltung der

Foto: Hurriyet

Krieges gegen die Kurden die Ursache fur
die Korruption des Staatswesens erkannt
haben, erscheint die DKP als ,vielleicht
letzte Chance” der Tiirkei, um europa-
tauglich zu werden. Die Neue Demokra-
tiebewegung (,Yeni Demokrasi Hareke-
t1*) des tiirkischen Groflunternehmers
Cem Boyneér, die zur Losung der Kur-
denfrage ahnliche Vorschlige wie die
DKP machte (vgl. pogrom 185/1995),
scheiterte bei den Parlamentswahlen En-
de 1995 an der Zehn-Prozent-Hiirde.

Angesichts solcher Sympathiewellen
fur die DKP setzte Abdullah Ocalan sei-
ne Propagandamaschine in Marsch. Am
31. Mai sowie am 1. und 3. Juni 1997 wid-
mete die PKK-nahe Tageszeitung Ozgiir
Politika Seraffetin El¢i drei ganzseitige
Schmaihartikel: ,Die DKP ist eine Mif2-
geburt, weil sie gegen die PKK ist. Auler
der PKK gibt es keine Alternative in der
Tiirkei und wir werden auch in Zukunft
nicht dulden, daf solche Alternativen
enstehen.“ Auch die Person des Partei-
vorsitzenden wurde diffamiert - z.B.:

50

pogrom 195/196 « Juli-Sept. 1997




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

af die Demokratische Volkspartei
(DKP) s0 sehr mit ihrem Griinder
tmd Priisidenten Seraffetin Elgi verbun-
oy wirdy‘ist kein Zufall. Elgi ist unter
* Kugdeh und Tirken kein Unbekannter.
- Der R anwalt, der 1938 in Cizre als
. Sohn-eines kurdischen Grofigrundbe-
‘sitzers geboren wurde, zihite zu den le-
gendiren ,49° jenen ersten kurdischen
Intellektuellen, die Ende der 60er Jahre
wegen Separatismus angeklagt wurden.
Als Griindungsmitglied einer tiirki-
schen Sektion der Demokratischen Par-
tei Kurdistans (DKP) mufite er nach
dem Staatsstreich der Armee von 1970
fiir acht Monate ins Gefiingnis.

Ende der 70er Jahre war Serafettin
El¢i Minister fir Raumordnung und
Stidtebau in der sozialdemokratischen
Regierung unter Biilent Ecevit. Bis heu-
te ist er der einzige Kurde, der in der
Tiirkei ein so hohes Amt bekleidete.
Weil er sich auch als Minister dffentlich

- Zusciner kurdischen Identitit bekannte
und eine Lisung der Kurdenfrage an-
myahnite; wurde ér nach dem Militir-
Ph'ﬁ@h vou -198(- ays dem Parlament

- heraus veihﬁﬁettmd ﬁuvcitenSO\Mo- v

na’t: hmger Gm;mbmh:. ,
Mmﬁhm&ﬁww

Bttiugtng und dxc Ausubung seines

»Die Tiirken haben ihn gezielt damit be-
auftragt, die kurdische Bewegung zu spal-
ten; und: ,Seine einzige Aufgabe be-
steht darin, sich und seine Familie
finanziell zu bereichern.”

Schon am 25. Mai war es zu physi-
scher Gewalt gegen Anhinger der DKP
gekommen, nachdem Serafettin Elgi die
PKK fiir den jiingsten Einmarsch der tiir-
kischen Armee im autonomen Siidkurdi-
stan (Nordirak) mitverantwortlich ge-
macht hatte. Wihrend einer Informations-
veranstaltung der Partei im Olof-Palme-
Zentrum in Stockholm stiirmten bis zu
50 PKK-Anhinger den Saal, um Besu-
cher und Parteifunktionidre zu verprii-
geln. Mehrere Personen wurden verletzt,
darunter ein Vorstandsmitglied der DKP,
Liitfi Baksi. Von Teilnehmern der Veran-
staltung geschiitzt, blieb Elgi unverletzt.

Gewil}, eine ,Massen”-Organisation,
wie der Name der Demokratischen
Volkspartei zuweilen ubersetzt wird, ist
die DKP bis auf weiteres nicht. Anfang
des Jahres gab sich Serafettin Elgi immer-

pogrom 195/196 « Juli-Sept. 1997

d +10. Jakiren- jegliche. pqlmsche : .

Von den Falken sehr gehaf3t

Serafettin Elci steht fiir seine Uberzeugungen ein

Berufes versagt war, lie§ Serafettin Elgi
sich nicht entmutigen. 1992 griindete er
zusammen mit 98 kurdischen Intellek-
tuellen die ,Kurdische Stiftung fiir Kul-
tur und Forschung® (,Kiirt Kav¥)!, in
der Tiirkei die erste geduldete Instituti-
on dieser Art, die zudem einen kurdi-

Foto: M. Taibon

hin zuversichtlich, etwa durch eine Li-
stenverbindung mit den Sozialdemokra-
ten ins Parlament und sogar in eine Re-
gierungskoalition gelangen zu kénnen.
Dennoch bleibt fraglich, ob es ihm beim
nichsten Urnengang gelingen wird, ein
hinreichend grofle Zahl kurdischer (und
tirkischer?) Wihler hinter sich zu scha-
ren. Die kurdischen Flichtlinge, die es
zu Hunderttausenden in die Elendsquar-
tiere der ostanatolischen GrofSstidte ver-
schlagen hat, sind fir differenzierte poli-
tische Argumente nur noch schwer zu
gewinnen. Uberraschend viele wihlten
im Dezember 1995 die Refah-Partei, die
mit ihren islamistischen Parolen das Le-
ben scheinbar vereinfacht.

Dennoch haben viele gebildete Kur-
den, selbst wenn sie nicht alle Ziele der
DKRP nicht teilen, ihre Existenz begriif3t.
Sie mdchten sich nicht linger von den
PKK-Basen in Syrien aus bevormunden
lassen. ,Fir unsere demokratische Ent-
wicklung brauchen wir Kurden eine Viel-
falt von Parteien und Zukunftsentwiir-
fen. Wenn wir einmal Frieden in Kurdi-

schen Namen fithrte. Erst 1996 wurde
die Stiftung durch einen Beschlul des
Obersten Gerichtshofes rechtlich zuge-
lassen, doch bis heute legen ihr die
Behdrden viele Steine in den Weg. Ein
Sprachkurs fiir Kurdisch, den Kiirt-Kav
intern anbot, wurde am 16. Juni 1997
auf Anordnung des Stadtgouverneurs
von Instanbul verboten. Die Polizei
versiegelte die Tiiren, gegen den Ge-
schiftsfihrer Yilmaz Camlibel und sei-
nen Stellvertreter M. Celal Baykara
wurden Gerichtsverfahren eingeleitet.
Serafettin Elci, der verheiratet ist
und zwei Kinder hat, wurde erst am 23.
Juni vom Staatssicherheitsgericht in
Ankara in einem Fall vom Separatis-
musvorwurf freigesprochen. Jetzt mufl
er alles daran setzen, um das neue Ver-
fahren gegen ihn und seine Partei abzu-
wehren. Um die Partei in Europa be-
kanntzumachen, nahm er am 1./2. Juni
1997 als Gastredner an der Jahreshaupt-
versammlung der Gesellschaft fiir be-
drohte Vélker teil (vgl. S. 72f)).  seL

1) Kiirt Kiiltiir ve Aristirma Vakfi*, bzw. Kur-
disch: ,Weqfa Lékolin & Candra Kurdi®.

stan haben, kommt auch die Zeit der
Elgis,“ meinte ein ehemaliger kurdischer
Abgeordneter im tiirkischen Parlament.
Allerdings wird Seraffetin El¢i schon
jetzt dringend gebraucht, um in der Tiir-
kei wieder Demokratie und Menschen-
rechte einzufithren. Nachdem die DKP
Widerspruch gegen die Vorwiirfe der Ge-
neralstaatsanwaltschaft erhoben hat, ist
das Verfahren jetzt in der Schwebe. Das
drohende Verbot verhindert, daff die Par-
tei sich organisieren kann. Die Gesell-
schaft fiir bedrohte Vélker hat bei der
tiirkischen Regierung gegen das politisch
motivierte Verfahren gegen die DKP pro-
testiert. Die Auflenminister der Europii-
schen Union und das EU-Parlament
wurden in Briefen aufgefordert, sich ge-
geniiber der Tuirkei dafiir einzusetzen, daf}
die Partei sich frei entfalten kann. |

Serafettin Elgi und seine Partei sind unter fol-
gender Adresse zu erreichen: Demokratik Kit-
le Partist, Stimer-1 Sokak No.5/7 Kizilay,
Ankara, Tel. 0090/312/23241186, Fax 0090/
312/2324120.
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“Beko”, film kurde dans
les montagnes d’Armeénie

de par un réalisateur kurde,

Nizamettin Aric, Beko a obtenu
le prix du public au festival de Venise,
en 1992 et le prix du public pour le
meilleur long métrage européen au fes-
tival d'Angers en 1993. .
Grace a des capitaux allemands et
arméniens (d'Arménie), il a été réalisé
en 1992 en Allemagne et en Arménie
avec des acteurs locaux jouant le role
des Turcs et des Kurdes.
Quasi autobiographique, le récit retra-
ce l'histoire de Beko qui vit au
Kurdistan de Turquie. C'est 'année
1988. L'armée turque débarque dans sa
maison. Beko est arrété, mais il par-
vient a s'évader : ce sera le début d'une
errance au Kurdistan, sur les terri-
toires turc, syrien, iranien et irakien.

Premier film tourné en langue kur-

Et toujours en toile de fond, la guerre..

Les arides montagnes arméniennes
servent de décor aux nomades kurdes
qui y cachent leurs tentes. La guerre

omniprésente se manifeste a eux par -

les vrombissements des avions qui bri-
sent la musique du vent, qui terrorisent
les enfants.

L'errance de Beko d'un Kurdistan a
l'autre, se transformera en exil. Depuis
I'Allemagne, des flash-backs le rame-
nent vers ces lieux de mort qu'il a
réussi a quitter. Absurdité tragique des
Kurdes : ou aller puisque l'oppression
est partout ? Absurdité de la mort de
Cemal, le frére enfui. Enrdlé de force

maguisards, ses freres. Combien d'Ar-
méniens enrélés de force dans I'armée
turque ?...

Mais le ﬁlm, s'il est dur, n'est pas
sinistre. Il est méme tendre. Une ten-

P e NG oL ESTRAL 00 VENSE
P o e e T T DX T e ercceen & HESADL CANES

BEKD

Un fitm de NIZAMETTIN ARIC

dresse donnée par la présence des
enfants qui se prennent d'affection
pour “Oncle Beko”. Sobre interpréta-
tion, en particulier de Nizamettin Arig
dans le réle principal qui signe aussi
'accompagnement musical a la flite et

Venu présenterBeko au cinéma Les
400 coups de Villefranche-Sur-Saone le
20 septembre, Serge Avédikian, le dis-
tributeur, entreprit un échange de
questions et réponses avec la salle.

C'est par Margarita Woskanian, pro-
ductrice résidant en Allemagne, qu'il a
pris connaissance du film. Pourquoi cet
intérét ? Parce qu'il est important de
faire connaitre en France le probleme
kurde. Plus important encore, qu'on
sache que I'Arménie est le seul pays ot
ils peuvent s'exprimer librement sur
leur histoire. Un film démarre ce mois-

_ci sur la Communauté Kurde de Paris.

Acteurs Kurdes et Arméniens feront
partie de la distribution avec Serge
Avédikian. “Ce sera une comédie”, pré-
cise-t-il, déplorant que les Arméniens
n'en aient pas réalisé sur leur propre
Communauté. Quant a distribuer des
films arméniens, le responsable de Boo-
merang productions avoue en riant que
I'échec de Labyrinthe, tourné avec
Michaél Dovlatian, le fils de Frounzé,

T'a mis 4 mal financiérement.

Sans doute trop hermétique, n'étant
pas un film grand public, Labyrinthe
gagnerait pourtant a étre mieux connu.
Il reste néanmoins pour Serge Avédi-
kian une expérience unique. Tourné
pendant le blocus, les seules lumiéres
visibles dans la nuit d'Erevan étaient
celles du tournage.

membershlp of an organization
campaigning for Kurdish political and
cultural rights. These excerpts are
from his poem written during a
previous term of imprisonment in
1986. It is taken from a special edition
of Index On Censorship 5/97,
containing poetry written by those
who have suffered persecution for
their writing.

You're not alone

Ignore

the fastidious romanticism of prison
forget sad poems

four walls

a bunk

" your darling’s wan face etc.

If one day my eyes cannot see

dans 'armée turque, il sera tué par des au chant. ~ Zmrouthe Aubozian
CENTRE to CENTRE October 1997
Newsletter of the Writers in Prison Committee of International PEN
Turkey: Recep Marasli orifwepart
. never to meet again
Recep Marasli is on trial for his I'll be by your side

When you sing a song on your own
or get angry with people

or as you learn new things

I'll be in the sounds and the words
If you fall into darkness

I'll. come

to your side with amazing lightless
colours

If you make that big day without me
so many children's laughter

so many wizened old men

if you feast together with nature
Don’t say “If only he'd been here too’
- J will definitely be there.

Trans: Richard McKane-
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Kendal Nezan : le dossier kurde

Venant inaugurer 3 Clermont-Ferrand, au
Centre Jean-Laporte, une exposition de pho-
tos consacrées aux familles kurdes, familles

d’'une communauté lorsqu'elle pose problé-
me. Voild pourquoi on parle si peu des
100.000 Kurdes qui sont aujourdhui chez

\ rescapées de bombardements chimiques, vous ».
dont certaines ont pu trouver un asile en
Auvergne, Kendal Nezan, président de {'lnsti-
tut Kurde de Paris, a fait une halte au Club le
I8 septembre dernier.

Docteur en physi(‘:e nucléaire de l'univer-
sité de Paris, Kendal Nezan a été déchu de la
citoyenneté turciue par le régime militaire
d’Ankara en 1981.

Ce fut pour les membres présents 4 ce
rendez-vous I'occasion de mettre 3 jour cer-
taines données de ce dossier kurde - & com-
bien complexe - concernant 30 millions
d’hommes et de femmes écartelés entre
I'lrak, ta Turquie et I'lran et qui souffrent
depuis 30 ans de guerre (!) de 'absence d’'une :
administration centrale. (it

100.000 Kurdes vivent aujourd’hui en
France. Kendal Nezan a fait remarquer non
sans raison et une ceraine fierté : « On parle

L\

ANERN
AN
O
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LA LETTRE MENSUELLE DU CLUB DE LA PRESSE DF CLERMONT-FERRAND ET DE LA REGION AUVERGNE
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Kendal Nezan,
de I'institut kurde de Paris

président

e Kofi Annan appelle la Turquie a retirer ses troupes d'lrak

il

fe S0 GMT.
O Oxctobnge
1y07

NEW YORK (Nations Unies), ler oct (AFP) - Le secrétaire général de I'ONU Kofi Annan a appelé mercredi
la Turquie "a retirer ses troupes de&s que possible” d'Irak du nord, ou elles ont pénétié la semaine derniére
CALP 1097 pour traquer des rebelles séparatistes kurdes.

"Le secrétaire général suit la situation dans le nord de I'Irak avec une inquiétude croissante. Comme il 1'a déja
dit clairement dans le passé, la souveraineté et I'intégrité territoriale de I'lIrak doivent étre respectées”, a dit le
porte-parole de 'ONU Fred Eckhard. ‘

M. Annan "appelle ainsi instamment la Turquie A retirer ses troupes”. a-t-i! ajouté.
Les troupes turques ont pénétré dans fe nord de I'Irak Ia semaine derniére et ont lancé une opération
d'encerclement des rebelles du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, séparatistes kurdes de Turquic) pour

empécher leur fuite vers le territoire iranien.

mlhiatl

M A NCHE 2 NOVEMTEBTURE
L I B E R AT T 0 N

1 9 9 7

France et Russie pour
Iapaisement en Irak

La France et la Russie cherchent a éviter
Pescalade dansla crise irakienne. Parisa
appelé hier ses partenaires a explorer
«toutes les voies permettant G 'apaisement
et au dialogue de prévaloir sur la logique de
Paffrontement». Le ministre russe des Af-
faires étrangeres, Evgueni Primakov, a
d’ailleurs prévenu que Moscou est «hosti-

le a tout recours a la force contre 'Irak».
Toutefois, le chef de la diplomatie russe a
souligné que lé Kremlin était «viverment
préoccupé par les événements» et «ne pen-
sait pas que le décision prise par Bagdad soit
la meilleure». Saddam Hussein a ordonné
aux dix inspecteurs américains, chargés
par les Nations unies de surveiller le désar-
mement irakien, de quitter le pays avant le
5 novembre. Il entend ainsi protester
contre 'embargo imposé a I'Irak depuis
septans. Le Conseil de sécurité de FONU,

unanime, a averti Bagdad des «graves
conséquences» de cette «décision inaccep-
table». A trois reprises, le 17 janvier et le
27 juin 1993, puis en septembre 1996, les
Etats-Unis ont tiré des missiles de croisie-
re sur I'Irak, suite & des infractions aux ré-
solutions de TONU, et ce malgré les cri-
tiques de Moscou. Le 13 janvier 1993, ce
sont les aviations américaine, britannique
et frangaise qui avaient frappé apres des
incursions irakiennes au Koweit. (Avec
Reuters et AFP)
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‘Bonn backs E
Turkey

Turkish Daily News

Wednesday, October 1, 1997

YILMAZWITH KOHL- urkish Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz (L) and German Chancelior Helmut Koh! exchange a handshake prior to

their meeting in Bonn on Tuesday.
Ankara - TDN with Wire Dispatches

B German leaders lent conditional support Tuesday to
Turkey’s bid to become a member of the European
Union. _ _
Chancellor Helmut Kohl and Foreign Minister
Klaus Kinkel told Turkish Prime Minister Mesut
Yilmaz, on an official visit to Germany, that Bonn
‘backs eventual membership for Turkey in the
European Union but first expects Ankara to make
progress in resolving key domestic and foreign policy
problems. “(Chancellor Helmut Kohl) declared that he

supported the goal of later Turkish membership in the . .

European Union (E.U.),” said Kohl spokesman Peter-
Hausmann in a statement after a meeting between
Yilmaz and Kohl. : . ‘

“In doing so, (Kohl) assumes that Turkey will fol-
low calls by the E.U. to make its own contribution
toward reaching this goal,” said the statement which
said Kohl firmly viewed Turkey as a part of Europe.

| members

German leaders tell Yilmaz they first
expect democratic reforms in Ankara

pfor

Reuters

Earlier, German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel
stressed that Germany and the E.U. had not changed
their policy regarding the admission of Turkey.

“The Turkish train remains on the rail line to
Europe but the path to full membership goes via the
human rights situation, the Kurdish situation, relations
with Greece, the Cyprus question and naturally over
several economic problems,” said Kinkel in remarks
to reporters. o :

Yilmaz told reporters he was very satisfied with his
talks in Bonn and that he was convinced the 15-nation
E.U. would agree by its December Luxembourg sum-
mit to intensify contacts aimed at Turkish member-
ship. '

“This is a turning point in our relations with the
E.U.,” he said.

Yilmaz said his government was fully aware of the
“partly justified” international criticism of Turkey and
said Ankara was working to resolve problem areas.

But he noted that while there might be human
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rights violations in Turkey “nobody can say this does
not happen in other countries”.

He said Ankara’s would continue its fight against
the separatist terrorist Kurdish Workers Party.

“We must defend the territorial integrity of Turkey
... we have no land to give to separatists,” he said.

Several hundred Kurds took part in a protest a few
blocks from the chancellery where Kohl and Yilmaz
held their meeting. Aside from talks on E.U. member-
ship bilateral economic issues were the other focus of
the visit and Yilmaz met German business leaders in

Bonn. Germany is Turkey’s biggest trade part-
ner in the world.

Last year German exports to Turkey were
worth 11.4 billion marks (6.5 billion dollars),
compared with imports from Turkey valued at
8.4 billion marks, according to Germany gov-
emnment figures. Trade grew during the first
half of 1997 with German exports to Turkey
worth just over 6 billion marks and imports of
48 biliion marks.

Meanwhile, approximately 200 Kurds

rotested in Bonn’s main government quarter.
aving banners which attacked Turkey’s
human rights record, protestors urged German
Chancellor Helmut Kohl to refuse any
attempts to negotiate with Yilmaz on Turkey’s
possible EU entry during talks.

Turkey and Germany signed an agreement
for the establishment of a university in
Istanbul, which will provide all its courses in
German. The agreement was signed by
German Foreign Ministry Undersecretary
Peter Hartmann and Turkish. Ambassador
Volkan Vural, in the presence of Prime
Minister Mesut Yilmaz and German
Chancellor Helmut Kohl.

The project, which also envisages the estab-
lishment of a primary and secondary school, is
aimed at providing for Turkish children who
have started their education in Germany, or
who are taking German courses as part of their
education.

Yilmaz also met with Christian Social
Union Parliamentary Group Chairman
Michael Glos at the Turkish Embassy on
Tuesday. Some demonstrators sniEporting the
i’f)aaranst terrorist gganization, e Kurdistan

orkers’ Party (PKK), were outside the
embassy before the meeting began.

Speaking to a group of German and Turkish
businessmen on Monday at the German Trade
and Industry Chamber Union, Prime Minister
Mesut Yilmaz asked German companies to
invest in Turkey. He also said that his party
would be in power until the year 2000.

Yilmaz said that Turkey had just emerged
from a period of disturbance caused by a
threat to the secular and democratic system,
but that civil and military forces had a united
stance in combatting this threat.

“In the end, Parliament interfered in the sit-
uation and supported the establishment of a
new coalition government under my chair-
manship,” Yilmaz said.

He added that the first task of his govern-
ment had been to protect the secular and
democratic system, adding that the public was
asking for social and economic reform, in

order to achieve permanent solutions to such

problems. ) ) .
The prime minister said that in the coming

months the government would start social and
economic reforms in southeastern Anatolia
and that emergency rule would be revoked.
Yilmaz added that his government would fol-
low a policy, away from the populist
approach.

Yilmaz stated that fundamentalist Islamism
was still a danger in Turkey and that the gov-
ernment was determined to protect the democ-
ratic and secular principles of the Constitution.

On the subject of the European Union (EU),
Yilmaz said that it was unfair and a strategic’
mistake to keep Turkey out of the union,
adding that Turkey wants to take a place on
the list of countries to join the EU.

Later he told ZDF television that he
planned to use his visit to Germany to con-
vince its leaders that it would be a mistake if
Germany did not support Turkey’s bid to join
the EU. .

“I will try to convince the German govemn-
m@gt to avoid making a mistake,” Yilmaz
said.

In his speech, Yilmaz said the customs
union agreement with the EU, which took
effect in 1996, was an important step toward
the country’s integration into the EU. On the
other hand, the EU has not fulfilled its obliga-
tions to Turkey, he added, stating that Turkey
was in a difficult situation because the EU has
not fulfilled promises on funding.

Responding to a question on privatization,
he said that the preparations for privatization
in the energy field were almost complete, and
that by the end of the year, the state’s share in
the energy field, which is currently at 80 per-
cent, would be reduced to less than 50 percent.

“I am very hopeful about the future of the
Turkish economy. We are hoping that
Germany will also participate in its growth.
Turkey is a member of the international com-
munity and wants to deepen its cooperation
with the Central Asian republics. There is big
potential in these republics and Turkey wants
to be partners with'gxermany in this field,”
Yilmaz stated.

In his interview with ZDF, Yilmaz said that
he could understand the criticism against
Turkey because of its human rights record, but
added that it should not be forgotten that
Turkey had a terrorism problem.

“The struggle against terrorism has prevent-
ed the speedy ‘?plphcation of European democ-
ratic norms,” Yilmaz said.

While answering a question concerning
when Turkey might attain the same economic
and political level as Europe, Yilmaz com-
mented that it would take time. He noted that
the inflation rate was very high, but that the
unemployment rate was not so bad, adding
that it was almost the same as Germany’s.
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Tarkish Dailly News

EU gives backing to
' ; tiumn partners Petronas of Malaysia and Russia’s

ran- : O a aS ea *Gazprom, flies in the face of the 1996 Iran-Libya
Sanctions Act requiring President Bill Clinton to

ey ¢ US vows to enforce its tough Iran
TOTAL sanctions law over contract between

RN

Brussels- DPA and Reuters

m The European Union (EU)
entered the political fray over a
French-led gas deal in Iran by .
giving its backing Tuesday to
the venture and rejecting U.S.
opposition to it, the German
Press Agency (DPA) reported.

EU Trade Commissioner
Leon Brittan, in a statement,
said the French oil company
Total was completely in the
right in deciding in favour of
the $2-billion project.

He also rejected American
legislation permitting econom-
ic sanctions to be imposed on
third.country companies which
invest in Iran and Libya, call-
ing it a violation of internation-
al law. .

Such legislation is a cause
of tension between the EU and
the U.S. and is an obstacle pre-
venting a common strategy .
towards Iran, Brittan said,

‘adding that the U.S. law actu-
- ally plays into the hands of

radicals in Teheran’s leader-
ship. : '

The EU stance came a da
after Iran and Total divulge
the agreement on the gas deal,
which was immediately fol-
lowed by official French back-
ing for it and then official U.S.
cnaticism

Tehran and the French oil company

The U.S. regards Iran and
Libya as sponsors of terrorism
and has passed legislation
which would permit punish-
ment of companies which
invest more than $40 million in
those countries.

Under the deal the National
Iranian Qil Corporation
(NIOC) agreed with the con-
sortium consisting of Total, the
Russian company Gazprom

- and the Malaysian oil firm

Petronas to expand phase 2 and
3 of the Southern Pars gas
fields. '

During Total’s negotiations
with NIOC, the U.S. had
repeatedly voiced its opposi-
tion. ‘

In Washington, the United
States on Monday vowed to
enforce its tough Irarrsanctions
law over a new deal between
Tehran and the French oil
company Total, Reuters report-

.ed

Earlier, French Prime
Minister Lionel Jospin wel-
comed the gas deal and said
France wpuld not abide by the
U.S. embargo, saying that
“American laws are valid in
the United States, not in
France.”

The U.S. law, aimed at

curbing trade with Iran, ““is the law and we will
apply it fully,” State Department spokesman
Christopher Bush said.

France on-Monday challenged the United States
over the issue, warning against any retaliation
over the gas contract.

Bush said: “Our position on any investments in
Iranian gas and oil gelds is clear: Such invest-
ments make more resources available for Iran to
use in supporting terrorism and pursuing missiles
and nuclear weapons.”

On the Total deal, “we will review all informa-
tion closely and take whatever action is appropri-
ate under the law,” he said.

The-contract, won by Total and junior consor-

penalize any foreign company investing signifi-
cantly in those two countries. -

The French government wamed the United
States against applying the law, saying it would -
create a serious precedent in world trade.

Foreifn Ministry spokesman Jacques
Rummelhardt said that since Total was a private
company, the French govermnment had no reason to
approve or ban the contract.

But he noted that France and its European part-
ners had consistently opposed what they saw as an
attempt by the United States to extend its laws
beyond its border. _

The United States and Europe have argued over
approaches to Iran for years and had a huge row
over a U.S. law that seeks to curb trade with com-
munist-ruled Cuba. :

At a news conference in New York, State
Department spokesman Jamie Rubin said the
United States regretted Total’s action.

“We will investigate this deal in light of the
sanctions law and we will take whatever action is
appropriate under the law...We must first, howev-
er, ensure that we have all the facts and that we
determine whether the act itself constitutes sanc-
tionable activity,” Rubin said.

Rubin said the United States previously dis-
cussed U.S. law with all three companies, includ-
ing Gazprom and Petronas. :

“We have brought our concerns to the attention
of the governments which have jurisdiction over
the companies involved and we will be raising this
issue further,” Rubin said.

Sen. Alfonse D’ Amato, the architect of the

*Iran-Libya sanctions law, said Total and its con-
sortium partners should be sanctioned. _

“Total, Gazprom, and Petronas shouid not be
treated any differently than any other companies
and therefore should be sanctioned to the fullest
extent of the law,” the New York Republican said
in a statement. “There is no doubt that Total has
been trying to precipitate a dispute with this con-
tract over the implementation of the Iran-Libya
Sanctions Act,” he said.
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e Combats: le Hezbollah aux cétés du PKK, selon I'opposition irakienne

ANKARA, 2 oct (AFP) - Le Hezbollah kurde, groupe islamiste intégriste dans le nord de !'Irak, s'est joint
aux rebelles du Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, séparatistes kurdes de Turquie) pour combattre la
formation kurde d'Irak alliée de la Turquie, a affirmé jeudi 'opposition irakienne.

"Il y a de violents affrontements depuis mardi entre les forces du Parti démocratique du Kurdistan (PDK), allié
de la Turquie, et le Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan, qui est soutenu par le Hezbollah", a dit un porte-parole
du Congres national irakien (CNI), opposé au régime du président irakien Saddam Hussein.

“Les combats se déroulent prés du poste frontiere irako-iranien de Hajiomran", a indiqué le porte-parole, basé
4 Londres, contacté par téléphone depuis Ankara. Il a ajouté que le Hezbollah s'est pour la premigre fois
engagé dans des affrontements, aprés l'incursion la semaine derniere de 'armée turque dans le nord de I'Irak
contre les rebelles du PKK.

Le Hezbollah kurde est dirigé par Cheikh Atham Barzani, cousin du chet du PDK Massoud Barzani, qui s’est
allié 2 Ankara pour nettoyer les maquisards du PKK des zones frontaligres avec la Turquie, qu'il contréle.

Les effectifs du Hezbollah sont estimés 2 prés de 2.000 hommes et ccux du PKK de I'ordre de 8.000
magquisards. Le PDK compte pltus de 30.000 peshmergas, combattants kurdes irakiens, mais ils sont moins
équipés et formés que le PKK, affirment des experts.

10.000 a 20.000 troupes turques, soutenues par l'aviation et par une centaine de chars et véhicules blindés,
ont pénétré le 23 septembre dans le nord de I'Irak pour détruire les campements du PKK qui utilise cette
région comme base arriere pour leurs attaques en territoire turc.

Depuis le début de I'incursion, 348 rebelles du PKK ont été tués, selon I'armée turque qui n'a pas précisé les
pertes dans ses propres rangs.

Le CNI est une organisation qui chapeaute les groupes d'opposition arabes, kurdes et turcomans (Turcs
d'origine irakienne) contre le régime de Bagdad.

Des avions de combat turcs F-16 et F-4 effectuent, presque quotidiennement depuis le début de 'incursion,
des raids sur les positions du PKK dans le nord de I'Irak, suivis d'opérations de "nettoyage” des unités
terrestres.

Le PKK est en rébellion armée depuis 1984 contre Ankara pour créer un Etat kurde indépendant dans le
sud-est de la Turquie & majorité kurde. Cette rébellion et les opérations de représailles de I'armée ont fait plus
de 26.000 morts en Turquie.

L'armée d'Ankara a mené trois autres opérations d'envergure conre le PKK dans le nord de I'Irak depuis
1992. Les autorités turques ne permettent pas depuis mai dernier aux membres de la presse de se rendre dans
la région.

UE/CE/hc/ob t.
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e Le parti islamiste reste la principale force politique turque (sondage)

ANKARA, 2 oct (AFP) - Le Parti islamiste de la prospérité (Refah) de I'ancien Premier ministre Necmettin
Erbakan demeure la premiere formation politique du pays, selon un sondage rendu public jeudi a2 Ankara.

Selon l'institut Polar, le Refah a obtenu 18,8% des intentions de vote dans ce sondage. réalisé en septembre
sur un échantillon de 1.118 personnes dans neuf provinces de Turquie, dont Ankara, Istanbul et Izmir.

Le Refah est suivi des partis de la Mere patrie (Anap, droite) du premier ministre Mesut Yilmaz avec 17,8%,
et de la Gauche démocratique (DSP, gauche nationale) du vice-premier ministre Bulent Ecevit, avec 13,5%.

Le Parti républicain du peuple (CHP, social-démocrate), qui soutient l'actuelle coalition prolaique sans y
participer, a 10,6% et le Parti d'action nationaliste (MHP, extréme-droite) 8,3%.

L'ancien partenaire gouvernemental de M. Erbakan, le Parti de la juste voie (DYP, droite) de I'ancien ministre
des Affaires étrangeres Tansu Ciller a obtenu 9,2% des intentions de vote, tombant ainsi sous la barre de 10%
requise par la loi électorale pour entrer au parlement.

Pres de'9% des personnes interrogées se sont déclarées indécises et les autres ont indiqué préférer d'autres
petites formations.
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La coalition gouvernementale Refah-DYP, dirigée par M. Erbakan, avait di démissionner le 18 juin sous la
forte pression de l'armée, qui se considere comme garante de la {aicité de I'Elat, et d'autres forces prolaiques
du pays.

L'armée, hostile & la présence des islamistes au pouvoir, et la justice turques ont accusé le Refah de remettre
en cause la laicité de 'Etat et de mener le pays a une guerre civile.

Le Refah (21,8% des voix aux législatives de décembre 1995) est menacé de dissolution aprés F'ouverture
d'une procédure aupres de la Cour constitutionnelle. Celle-ci, qui est habilitée a dissoudre les partis, devrait
prendre une décision d'ici a la fin de l'année.

ce/he/nev e
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e Reprise d'une campagne civile contre lés gangs au sein de I'Etat

par Kadri GURSEL

ISTANBUL, 2 oct (AFP) - Une campagne civile originale, visant 4 obtenir que la lumiére soit faite sur un
scandale ayant fait apparaitre des liens entre I'Etat et la mafia, a repris cette semaine en Turquic, aprés unc
interruption de six mois.

A T'appel de "' Initiative des citoyens pour la clarté”, organisation animée par des avocats et des journalistes,
les Turcs sont invités 2 faire clignoter la lumiére de leur domicile pendant une minute chaque soir 4 21h00 ct &
"faire du bruit" aux fenétres, en sifflant, en applaudissant ou en tapant sur des casserolcs.

Une premigre campagne similaire, 1a premigre du genre en Turquie, avait été marquée par un niveau de
participation assez élevé pendant un mois et demi, de début février a la mi-mars.

Elle avait été saluée par les sociologues comme marquant une volonté de prise de parole de la société civile
turque, lassée de la corruption et des compromissions de la classe politique.

Cette fois, les Turcs sont invités a manifester leur mécontentement non plus pour une période définie, comme
c'était le cas en février-mars, mais jusqu'a la levée de I'immunité parlementaire de deux députés, figures-clés
du scandale qui avait révélé I'existence de liens entre la mafia turque, la police et certains politiciens.

Ces deux députés sont Mehmet Agar, ancien directeur général de la Sireté et ministre de 1'Intérieur, et Sedat
Bucak, chef d'un clan kurde qui appuie le gouvernement contre les rebelles kurdes dans le sud-est du pays.
Tous deux sont membres du Parti de la juste Voie (DYP, droite) de 1'ancien Premier ministre Tansu Ciller.

Le scandale avait éclaté le 3 novembre demier, lorsqu'un mafieux du nom d'Abdullah Catli, ancien militant
ultra-nationaliste, et un policier de haut rang avaient été tués dans un accident de voiture.

Dans le méme véhicule, se trouvait également M. Bucak, seul survivant de l'accident. La présence ensemble de
ces trois hommes avait provoqué un tollé et M. Agar, alors ministre de I'Intérieur, avait dii démissionner.

L'opinion publique préte 2 M. Agar un rble-clé dans la formation de groupes clandestins liés a I'Etat et chargés
d'exécuter certaines basses oeuvres. Mais aucune enquéte judiciaire n'a été ouverte contre lui car son immunité
pariementaire n'a pas été levée, pas plus que celle de M. Bucak, ce qui provoque la colere de l'opinion.

De plus, six membres des équipes spéciales de la police, écroués et jugés dans le cadre d'une enquéte sur un
meurtre lié au scandale, ont été reldchés début septembre faute de preuves, aggravant le mécontentement de
l'opinion.

Ils avaient été accusés d'avoir tué un parrain de la mafia, Omer Lutfi Topal, le "roi des casinos”, a cause d'un
différend survenu entre ce dernier et les membres de ces groupes clandestins.

Estimant au début de 1'année que le gouvernement de 1'époque, avec 2 sa téte l'islamiste Necmettin Erbakan
secondé par Mme Ciller, ne faisait rien pour élucider l'affaire, des groupes de citoyens avaient lancé la
premiére campagne de protestation civile, baptisée "une minute d'obscurité pour une clarté permanente” et qui
consistait a éteindre la lumigre chez soi pendant une minute a 21h00.

La nouvelle campagne, dont le lancement coincide avec la rentrée parlementaire, reprend le méme slogan, en
Aol

ajoutant: "Attaquez-vous aux gangs, levez les immunités”. Elle survient alors que le nouveau Premier ministre
Mesut Yilmaz, en place depuis trois mois, a promis de faire la lumiere sur le scandale.

La participation mardi soir a été élevée, notamment dans les grandes villes comme Ankara, Istanbul et Izmir
(ouest), selon les témoins. Plusieurs partis de gauche, des artistes et des intellectuels 2 Istanbul, ont publié des
communiqués et organisé des manifestations de soutien.

KG/hc/php eaf
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Separate Fact From Hype in the Brewing Iran

Missile Crisis

ASHINGTON — What s

coming to be known as
the Iran missile crisis is in many
ways the quintessential post-
Cold War foreign policy prob-
lem. But before we go to war
with Iran to solve it, let’s sort
out fact from h%pe.

Here is what U.S. intelligence
says: Since the early 1990s, Iran
(like Syria, Iraq, Egypt and Is-
rael). has developed the capa-
bility to build and launch short-
range (185 to 375 miles, or 300
to 600 kilometers) liquid-fuel
Scud-class missiles. At the
same time Iran has been trying
to develop its own version of the
North Korean ‘‘No Dong”
Scud missile, which has a longer
range (800 to 925 miles) but is
highly inaccurate. In 1993
North Korea provided Iran blue-
prints, and possibly even a
single copy, of the No Dong
missile, but then North Korean
aid to Iran tailed off.

Since then the Iranians have
been trying to obtain the guid-
ance systems, stainless steel
sheets and bigger engines to
build their own, more accurate
No Dong. In this search, Iranian

agents turned to cash-hungry

Russian  universities  and
aerospace companies. The Ira-
nians acquired enough technol-
ogy to build and test on the
ground their own No Dong-
style engine.

There is a consensus within
U.S. intelligence that within a
year Iran should be able to
flight-test a No Dong with a
conventional warhead, but ana-
lysts are split over how long it
would take for Iran to actually
deploy a force of them with any
accuracy. Some say two years,
some say three. Much will de-
ﬁend on what help comes from

ussian companies. In a meet-
ing with U.S. officials on Sept.
18, the Russians confirmed
some of the U.S. allegations
against their companies and
vowed to shut off the sales; oth-
er allegations they disputed.
The United States is now
watching to see if the supplies
will really be cut off and is
studying the disputed cases.

So much for the facts. Now
for the hard part. What to do?
It’s absolutely legitimate for Is-
rael to worry about Iran’s ac-

uiring missiles that can hit Tel
g;viv. But the fact is, Israel has
been living for years next to
Syrian Scud missiles, with

_chemical warheads.

Israel has effectively dealt
with Syria through deterrence:
Blow me up, I blow you up.
Israel may have to deal with
Iran the same way.

Some U.S. officials believe
the Israeli government is high-
lighting Iran now not only to
derail its missile program be-

By Thomas L. Friedman

fore it is too late, but to divert
U.S. attention and energy from
the Palestinian-Israeli impasse,
where the United States and Is-
rael disagree. There may be no
real link between the Iran crisis
and the Palestinian issue. But
the fact is, neither Israel nor the
United States will be able to

enlist any Arab allies in the
Middle East to deal with Iran
without giving them the polit-
ical cover of progress on the
Palestinian-Israeli front.

That’s the reality of Middle
East politics. (The United
States can produce that progress
either by knocking Israeli and
Palestinian heads together or by
just walking away and letting
the pain of armed conflict do it.
Incrementalism won’'t work.)

The United States also can’t
resolve this particular Iran crisis
at reasonable costs without aid
from Russia. A military strike
against Iranian missile factories
outside Tehran would be very
difficult for Israel and fraught
with huge risks for the United
States and its Gulf allies. ‘“We
really need the Russians’ heg)
on this one,”’ says a key U.S.
official.

Isn't that ironic. America’s
hairy-chested NATO expanders
just told us that because we
Americans won the Cold War
we didn’t have to heed Russia’s
concerns. Think about the

mixed message the Clintonites
are now sending Moscow: In the
Middle East you have to behave
as a strategic partner, but in
Europe you have to accept that
you're still the main enemy.

As Michael Mandelbaum, a
foreign policy expert at Johns
Hopkins, points out: ‘‘Russia
still matters. Russia is a big
country, it still has a lot of lever-
age on issues that we care about,
and it can thwart our designs not
by military threats or the use of
force, as in the Cold War, but
simply by not joining the vol-
unteer fire department — by
answering the phone and say-
ing, ‘Sorry, I'd love to hel?’ but
1 just don’t have the time.” ”’

In the post-Cold War world
the combustible cocktail of
weapons  proliferation, reli-
gious extremism, rogue states
and free markets is becoming
the biggest threat to U.S. in-
terests. We can’t cope with this
threat by ourselves or in iso-
lation from other policy goals.
Neither can our allies.

The New York Times.
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e La Syrie et I'lran déploient des troupes aux frontiéres, selon la Turquie
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ANKARA, 3 oct (AFP) - La Syrie et I'Iran déploient des forces blindées supplémentaires pres de leurs
frontieres respectives avec la Turquie et I'Trak, sur fond d'intervention militaire turque dans le nord de P'lrak
contre les rebelles kurdes du PKK, a annoncé vendredi I'agence turque Anatolic.

"Il y a une concentration de forces blindées par la Syrie le long de sa frontiere oricntale avec la Turquie ct dans
la région ol se rencontrent les frontieres turque, syrienne ct irakiennes”, a déclaré une source proche des
services de renseignement turcs, selon Anatolic.

"L'lIran a également renforcé ses forces blindées le long de sa frontiere avee I'lrak”. a ajout¢ cette source.
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Turks Report Iran and Syria Troop Buildup

Reuters

‘TUNCELI, Turkey — Turkey said
Friday that' Iran and Syria have
massed troops near a Kurdish enclave
in northern Iraq in an apparent re-
sponse to a Turkish military offensive
against rebel Kurds in the area.

An army officer said officials had.

observed ‘‘military movements in
Iran and Syria toward their borders’’

with Turkey. He gave no indication of
the size of the Iranian and Syrian
deployments, but-said they mostly

ployed on Iran s border with northern
Iraq.

Turkish forces have been fighting
Kurdish Workers Party guerrillas in
northern Iraq for almost two weeks.

A spokesman for the Lonidon-based

Iragi opposition group, Iraqi National

Congresd, corifirmed the deploy-
ments, which partly ring a mountain-
ous Kurdish-held enclave that broke
from Baghdad after the 1991 Guif
War.

aided by an Iraqi Kurdlsh militia, had
killed 415 Kurdish guerrillas.

Fighters from the Kurdish Workers
Party, thought to have infiltrated into
Turkey from Iran, killed five police-
men in 2 fogket attack in eastern Tuf-
key, a security official said Friday.

-Ankara often accuses Iran and Syr-
ia of aiding the Kurdish guerrillas in
their-fight for self-rule in southeast
Turkey.

Damascus and Tehran deny belp
ing therebels. .

The agency said Turkish. forces,
consisted of armored units. *‘It cannot ,
be said that Turkey is in danger,”” he
said.”

The Anatollan News Agency said
earlier that there was a buildup of
Syrian armored units near a triangle of

- territory where Syria, Turkey and
northern Iraq meet. It said the Syrian
troops. were 30 kilometers (20 miles)
from the Turkish border. The agency
also said Iranian troops had been de-

INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE,

e ————— e

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4-5, 1997
M

e . Cmq' milit'aires turcs tues Iors d'une attaque rebelle kurde
“(9:50 GMT,
o3 Q“g‘ib‘“ ANKARA, 3 oct (AFP) - Cinq militaires turcs ont 6té tués dans une attaque de rebelles kurdes du Parti des
el Travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, séparatlste) contre un poste de la gendarmerie dans la province de Van (est),
SAEP 1997 a la frontigre avec I'lran; a rapporte vendredr I'agence Anatolie. :
Un groupe de rebelles du PKXK a attaqué _|eud1 vers 23h00 (20h00 GMT ) avec des lance-roquettes le poste de
la gendarmene de Sirmali dans la zone de Catak, faisant également huit blessés parmn les militaires, selon la
méme source.
Deux ”terronstes" (rebelles kurdes selon la termmologle officielle) ont été tués dans I accrochage armé qui a
suivi l'attaque, a indiqué l'agence.
CE/hc/bm e
= e Enquéte de la Commission européenne des droits de’l'Homme en Turquie
08:09 ‘ _ =
(C‘)\:‘zbfi’ STRASBOURG, 3 oct (AFP) - Une délégation de la Commission européenne des droits de 'Homme enquéte

1697 depuis le 29 septembre 2 Ankara dans le cadre de trois affaires incriminant la Turquie, a annoncé le Conseil de
o I'Europe vendredi dans un communiqué Strasbourg.

QAFP_1997 ,
La délegatlon qui restera a8 Ankara jusqu'a samedi, est notamment chargée d'auditionner des témoins dans ces
affaires, jugées recevables en 1995 par la Commission et qui mettent en cause les forces de I'ordre en Turquie.

La premiere concerne un requérant prétendant que son frére a été frappé et sérieusement blessé par les forces de
T'ordre. Tl invoque diverses dispositions de la Convention européenne des droits de 'Homme notamment le .
droit a la vie et l'interdiction de la torture et des mauvais traitements. "Le gouvernement turc conteste la réalité
de ces mauvais traitements et nie que I'Etat ait méconnu les droits invoqués”, précise le communiqusé.

Les deux autres affaires concernent des requérants se plaignant de la disparition de personnes, membres de
leurs familles, 2 la suite de leur arrestation par les forces de 1'ordre. La encore le gouvernement nie toute
responsabilité de I'Etat dans ces disparitions.

Lors de la prochaine session du ler au 12 décembre la délégation fera rapport a la Commission qui se
prononcera alors sur sa procédure future dans ces affaires.

1s/STZ/pb ef
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Un avocat turc a été condamné a 23 ans
de prison pour délit d'opinion

L'article 8 de la loi antiterroriste est abondamment critiqué

Dans son discours de rentrée parlementaire, le président

cer la honte » des abus contre les droits de 'homme, au

Suleyman Demirel a évoqué, mercredi 1= octobre, ses moment oli la condamnation d'un avocat illustre par-

priorités en soulignant notamment la nécessité d'« effa-

LES PRISONS turques, Esber
Yamugdereli, cinquante-
deux ans, les connait bien pour y
avoir laissé treize années de sa
vie, entre 1978 et 1991. Cet avo-
cat aveugle, qui a défendu des
dizaines de victimes de la ré-
pression en Turquie, s’attend a
&tre arrété «d’une minute @
Pautre ». 11 vient en effet d’ap-
prendre la confirmation, par la
cour d’appel d’Ankara, de sa
condamnation a une peine de
vingt-trois ans d’incarcération
pour délit d’opinion.

L’absurdité de son cas illustre
parfaitement lincohérence du
systéme judiciaire turc. Le pre-
mier ministre, Mesut Yilmaz, a
d’ailleurs reconnu, dans un en-
tretien paru dans le journal alle-
mand Bild du 22 septembre, que
ce systéme entravait Pentrée de
son pays dans I'Union euro-
péenne et qu'il devait faire 'ob-
jet d’une «véritable perestroi-
ka ».

Incarcéré en 1978 pour ses
« liens avec une organisation illé-
gale », Esber Yamugdereli est
alors condamné a cinq ans de
prison. Peu aprds le coup d’Etat
militaire de 1980, son dossier est
rouvert, sa condamnation
commuée en peine de mort puis

en réclusion A perpétuité, soit
trente-sept ans incompressibles.
Apreés avoir purgé treize ans de
sa peine, il bénéficie, en 1991,
d’'une mise en liberté condition-
nelle.

UNE « LOI HONTEUSE »

Mais ses incessantes prises de
position publiques en faveur
d'une solution pacifique dans le
sud-est du pays, oll une guerre
oppose depuis 1984 I'armée ré-
gulidre d’Ankara aux séparatistes
du Parti des travailleurs du Kur-
distan (PKK), lui valent une nou-
velle condamnation 3 dix mois,
en vertu de Yarticle 8 de la loi
antiterroriste. C’est cette der-
niére condamnation qui vient
d’étre confirmée en derniére ins-
tance par la cour d’appel d’An-
kara. A ces dix mois viennent en
outre s’ajouter les vingt-trois ans
résiduels de la condamnation de
1982. « C’est sans doute le prix a
payer pour construire 'avenir de
ce pays », dit Esber Yamugdereli,
mi-placide, mi-caustique.

Ce militant des droits de
I’homme, ami de ’écrivain Yasar
Kemal, a exclu de demander une
grace présidentielle pour un ver-
dict prononcé par un tribunal
d’exception a Pépoque du coup

faitement I'incohérence du systéme judiciaire turc.

d’Etat militaire. 11 demande, en
revanche, l'abrogation de I'ar-
ticle 8 de la loi antiterroriste, par
lequel prés dune centaine d'in-
tellectuels turcs croupissent ac-
tuellement derriére des barreaux
pour leurs opinions.

Clé de vofite de l'appareil ré-
pressif en Turquie, 1’article 8
sanctionne 1a « propagande sépa-
ratiste ». Son abrogation, récla-
mée par les parlementaires euro-
péens a la veille de la signature
de Paccord d’union douaniére,
n’'avait abouti qu’a son léger toi-
lettage en octobre 1995. Mais a
la veille de 'ouverture, mercredi
1o octobre, de la session d’au-
tomne de la Grande Assemblée
nationale, Esber Yamugdereli
compte sur les députés pour re-
lancer le thé¢me de I’abrogation
de larticle 8. 11 a le soutien des
députés du Parti républicain du
peuple (CHP) de Deniz Baykal
(minoritaires) et de quelques so-
ciaux-démocrates du parti de
Bulent Ecevit, le vice-premier
ministre.

Le ministre des affaires étran-
geres, Ismail Cem, vient de qua-
lifier la loi antiterroriste de «loi
honteuse », dans un article paru
lundi 29 septembre dans le quo-
tidien Sabah, et le premier mi-

nistre, Mesut Yilmaz, vient de
reconnaitre que la Turquie de-
vait « conformer son bilan en ma-
tiere de droits de I’homme aux
standards occidentaux ». Mais le
probléme, rappelle Esber Ya-
mugdereli, «c’est qu'en Turquie
le gouvernement n’est qu’une
Jorce parmi d’autres et, malgré de
bonnes intentions affichées, ne dé-
cide pas de grand-chose ».

Marie Jégo

LE MONDE

SAMEDI 4 OCTOBRE 1997

US: Greece is not

October 4, 1997
— |

Turkish Dally News
P

supporting terrorism
despite PKK bases

Ankara - Turkish Daily News

m U.S. State Department deputy
spokesman James Foley said at a
press conference on Friday that the
United States did not consider
Greece as a country which support-
ed terrorism, the Anatolia news

agency reported.

Foley had said on Thursday that
Greece was tolerating the outlawed

Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK),
and on Friday he said that the PKK
and another leftist terrorist organi-
zation called the Revolutionary Left
(Dev Sol) had bases in Athens. He
added, however, that it did not mean
that Greece was supporting terror-
ism, -maintaining that these twg
things were different concepts.

He said that the United States had

been working in close cooperation
with Greece to fight terrorism and
that there was nothing to prove that
Greece was supporting terrorism.

He added that, according to their
April report on terrorism, two ter-
rorist organizations have bases in
Athens — one of the organizations
being Dev Sol, who were resporisi-
ble for killing two American citi-
zens in Turkey.
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* America Can Stand Up to the Rush to

Help Iran

NTEW YORK — The secretary of

| N state was saying that some of
America’s friends and allies ‘ ‘don’t get
-it.”’ Here is Iran, a *‘prime example’’ of

"what she said was the world’s worst

problem, the rogue states. Yet here is
France ‘‘pumping money’’ into Iran;
‘it passes my understanding.’”’ And
here is Russia ‘‘transferring technol-

ogy’’ to Iran. The United States has-

already identified it more precisely as
missile and nuclear technology.
Somehow, Madeleine Albright said,
friends and allies think we can deal
with Iran without supporting its ter-
rorism, its attempts to acquire weapons
of mass destruction and its ‘‘very fre-

" quent efforts’” to undermine Mideast,

peace efforts. They just don’t getit. .
But they do get what matters to
them: a clear idea of the American
administration’s real intent. .
In her next comment at a meeting of
the Council on Foreign Relations in
New York, Mrs. Albright said: ‘I am

- very concerned that in Congress there.

seems to be a thought that we ought to
cut off assistance to Russia to punish
them for what is potentially this transfer

.of technology. And I hope this would not
_happen, because we would be cutting off
. our nose to spite our face, because that is
_needed to help the reforms.”’

Europe * knows ~there’s nothing

frightening the United States can do to -

France, at the moment. Total, the
French company investing heavily in
Iranian gas, sold most of its assets in the
United States just before closing the

By A.M. Rosenthal

Tehran deal. Anyway, Iran is more
important to France than penalties the
United States could impose on Total
under American law. .

As lagniappe, there is the pleasure
French governments take spitting in
America’s face and sneering at its se-
curity interests. Said Prime Minister
Lionel Jospin of the Total deal: ‘‘Per-

-sonally, I rejoice in it.”” That will ring

down the years, as. his response to
‘‘Lafayette, we are here.”’

- If President Bill Clinton refuses to
impose sanctions on Total (and its Rus-
sian and Malaysian partners in the gas
deal) he would be defying thé decision
of Congress. The bill calling for such"
sanctions was introduced, to his great

credit, by Senator Alfonse D’Amato.
But if Mr. Clinton allows Russia to
get away with helping Iran build mis-
siles and nuclear capability, that would
be a threat-to the entir¢ Middie East —
and to the all U.S troops stationed there
now or in the future. America would
not be cutting off its nose; it would be
slicing its throat. It would be one more
example why our friends and allies
really do ‘‘get it.”” When it comes to
sanctions that could bite, the admin-
istration’s teeth-remain in the drawer.
" Another example: Beijing also has
been peddling missiles and nuclear tech-
nology. The United States has said so.
But now the administration announces
its plans to *‘certify’’ that China is com-

“plying with * nonproliferation agree- .
“ments! That will open the way for more

American self:destruction: sales of U.S. -

nuclear techriology ahd super-duper

-computers t§ the Chinese, for them to

use and copy. (Speaking of self-destruc-
tion, Israel’s sales to Beijing of military
technology are a disgrace and a political
booby trap.) :

America’s friends, allies and Jospins
know billions in U.S. trade go to the
Chinese Army. How can we complain
about .Russians and other Europeans
making billions in strengthening Iran? -

And already from Washington come.
diplomatic and journalistic tom-tom
messages that Israel is waming about
Iranian missiles to divert world attention
from the ‘peace process.’’ Also: If they
are so worried why don’t the Israelis
destroy Iranian missile bases as they did
the Iraqi nuclear plant in 19817

They will, they will, as soon as Iran
moves all its missiles into one neat base
instead of annoyingly scattering them -
across the country.

France and Russia hope in Iran to
make more than money. Each yearns to
replace America as the leading foreign
player in the Mideast. Russia’s buildup
of Iran, like its missile sales to Syria,
fits in with those Moscow hopes — for
years the particular goal of Yevgeni
Primakov, the former KGB star who is’

.. now Russia’s foreign minister.

- Butalltight, given the U.S. sales that
build up the Chinese Army, maybe the
United States is a hypocrite about
French and Russian deals with Iran.
But let’s at least be hypocrites with a
touch of self-preservation.

The New York Times.

QUOTIDIEN ARMENIEN

4-5 OCTOBRE 1997

L’ARMEE TURQUE CONDAMNEE POUR
“TRAITEMENT INHUMAIN ET DEGRADANT”
PAR LA COUR EUROPEENNE DES DROITS

DE L'HOMME, A STRASBOURG

La Cour européenne des droits de I'homme a
condamné le jeudi 25 septembre, la Turquie de viol et
torture d’une jeune Kurde. Le verdict de la Cour
affirme que “Sukran Aydin a été torturée et violée par
la police dans la ville de Derik, province de Mardin,
durant les trois jours de sa mise en garde 4 vue en
1993" en violation de I'article 3 de la Convention
europeenne des droits de 'homme, dont la Turquie
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Turkish Dally News

est un pays signataire. La Cour considére, par

ailleurs, que la plaignante n’a pas pu user de son droit de recours interne,
empéchée par les autorités judiciaires et militaires turques, contrairement
& I'esprit de I'article 13 de la Convention. Au moment des faits Sukran

avait 16 ans. Elle a été arrétée, le 29 juin 1993, avec son pére et sa belle
soeur, par des gendarmes et des protecteurs de villages. Durant sa garde
avue, les yeux bandés, elle a été tabassée, déshabillée, placée dans un
pneu et soumise a de forts jets d’'eau. Elle a par la suite été violée par les
forces de sécurité et libérée, avec les autres membres de sa famille, trois

jours aprés sa mise en détention. Selon la défense présentée par les
avocats du gouvernement turc, ni la plaignante ni les membres de sa
famille n'ont jamais été mis en détention. La Commission européenne
des droits de 'homme a déclaré I'affaire de “S. Aydin” recevable le 28
novembre 1994, Des membres de la dite Commission se sont rendus a
Ankara le mois de juin 1995 pour auditionner les parties concernées (la
plaignante et les membres de sa famille arrétés ainsi que les gendarmes
en service au moment des faits) et des témoins, afin d’établir les faits.
Des auditions ont également eu lieu a Strasbourg en octobre 1995. La
Commission a rendu son rapport a la Cour le mois mars 1996 en
exprimant son opinion concernant la violation par la Turquie des articles 3
et 13 de la Convention. Dans son verdict du 25 septembre, la Cour
condamne la Turquie et lui demande de verser a la plaignante, pour
dommages et intéréts, la somme de 25 000 livres sterling et couvrir la
majeur partie des dépenses engagées par les avocats la plaignante qui
s'élevent a 37360 livres sterling.
Toujours dans cette chronique judiciaire turque, deux familles kurdes ont,
le 24 septembre, porté plainte contre le ministre de I'Intérieur turc, le
poursuivant pour le meurtre de leur deux enfants 4gés de 12 et 14 ans
par les forces de sécurités turques. “L'instruction a révélé que “Tim” (les
forces spéciales turques) sont impliquées. Nous usons de notre droit
légal et nous avons présenté notre plainte a la Cour supréme” a déclaré
avocat des deux familles, Me Tevfik Karabulut.

Baghdad: Turkey should
withdraw from northern Iraq

KDP refuses to allow Turkish
journalists to enter northern Iraq

TDN with wire dispatches

# Iraq’s foreign minister denounced
Turkey’s military operations against
Kurdish rebels in northern Iraq, call-
ing them “acts of aggression.”
Mohammed Said al-Sahaf made his
remarks in an address to the U.N.
General Assembly session on
Thursday.

“We hold Turkey fully responsible
for its acts of aggression inside Iraqi
territory and reserve our full right to
respond to these acts,” he said. "

Al-Sahaf said Turkey was acting in
the same manner as the United States
and Britain who have imposed the

“no-fly zones” in Iraq. He also said

‘Iran was taking advantage of the

U.N. air embargo against Iraq to vio-
late his country’s sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity by assisting anti-
Ira%:\forces.

The “no-fTy Zones™ weére imposed
in southern and northern of Iraq by the
victorious U.S.-led coalition forces in
the 1991 Gulf War to protect Kurds in
the north and Shiites in the south from
Iraqi military repression.

urkey launched another military
campaign against the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK) last week.

An Iraqi Kurdish faction said on
Thursday it had killed nine members
of the PKK in northern Iraq, coincid-
ing with a military incursion into the
area by Turkish armed forces.

Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP)

radio, monitored by the Anatolia news
agency, said its peshmerga fighters,
allied to Turkey, had killed the guer-
rillas in fighting in three places in the
regjon. It did not say when the deaths
O Meanuhile the KDP ref ed

eazwhile;the refi to
allow 35 "I‘ﬁ?fi‘lsh'joumalist:,§ includ-
ing Turkish Daily News reporter
Saadet Orug, to enter northern Iraq for
security reasons.

Parliament on Thursday voted to
end emergency rule in three of the
nine southeastern provinces where
security forces are battling a Kurdish
rebel insurgency.

“We are in a good position as far as
the fight against terrorism is con-
cerned, thanks to the great efforts of
our security forces,” Interior Minister
Murat Bagesgioglu said.
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de tout fondement".

I'anonymat.

source.

Iraq prepares
iresistance to
US measures

Z Iraqi sources: ‘No 6ne can
T expect Baghdad to keep silent,
O it has the right to defend itself’

6, 1997

Octo

owWs

Turkish

- SAADET ORUC
Ankara- Turkish Daily News

® “No one can expéct us to keep silent
about this conspiracy concerning qur ter-
ritories. Baghdad has the right to defend
itself,” said a senior Iraqi official, in ref-
erence to the recent decision by
Washington to send an aircraft carrier to
enforce a no-fly zone in southern Iraq,
beginning at the 33rd parallel.

“We will fight this decision, which
wi(lil lead others to attack us,”” he contin-
ued. : :

The United States, reacting to Iranian
attacks on targets in Iraq this week,
declared that the aircraft carrier, Nimitz,

A e La Syrie dément masser des troupes a la frontiére avec la Turquie
15:02 GMT,
04 ﬁ;ﬁ‘;‘“ DAMAS, 4 oct (AFP) - La Syrie a démenti samedi avoir massé des troupes 2 la frontiére avec la Turquie  la
o suite d'une nouvelle intervention militaire turque dans le nord de I'Irak.
DAFP 1997

Dans un communiqué recu par I'AFP a Damas, un responsable syrien a indiqué que les informations sur
lI'envoi de renforts militaires syriens 2 la frontiere avec la Turquie "sont fabriquées de toutes pigces et dénuées

"Il n'y a rien de nouveau a signaler du coté syrien (de la frontiere)”, a ajouté ce responsable qui a gardé

Le responsable syrien faisait référence 2 des informations diffusées vendredi par 'agence turque Anatolic ¢t
selon lesquelles la Syrie et I'Iran déployaient des forces blindées supplémentaires prés de leurs {rontiéres
respectives avec la Turquie et I'Irak.

"Il y a une concentration de forces blindées par la Syrie le long de sa fronti¢re orientale avee la Turquic et dans
la région ol se rencontrent les fronti¢res turque, syrienne et irakienne”, avait déclaré une source proche des
services de renseignement turcs, selon Anatolie.

"L'Iran a également renforcé ses forces blindées le long de sa frontiere avec I'Irak”, avait-on.ajouté de méme

Les troupes turques ont pénétré dans le nord de I'Irak la semaine derniére et lancé unc opération
d'encerclement des rebelles du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, séparatistes kurdes de Turquic) pour
empécher leur fuite vers le territoire iranien.

Le nombre de soldats turcs mobilisés pour cette nouvelle incursion, "limitée” sclon Ankara cn temps ct en
ampleur, va jusqu'a 20.000 selon les estimations. Qutre I'aviation, les unités turques sont soutenues par plus
d'une centainc dc chars et de véhicules blindés entrés sur le sol irakien.

would skip a port call in Singapore and
hurry to the Gulf. 8apo

The southern part of Iraq is known to
be the place where the Shiite Arabs,
close to Iranians, are dominant, while
another no-fly zone is occupied by anoth-
er large opposition group, the Kurds.

Iranian planes hit the main opposition
group, the Mujaheddin, last week.
Habour locked to reporters
In addition, the refusal to allow a group of
reporters into northern Iraq proved the real-
ity that the region has been deadlocked by
the sensitive regional balances.

Nearly twenty-five journalists, who
were. the guests of the Turkmens, had to
return from the Habour border crossing
gftt:frf a ban imposed by Turkey’s General

The General Staff later explained the
reason for the ban as “to protect the
Turkmens from the possi le negative
affects of reporting.”.

The organization of a congress for uni-
fying the Turkmens received much criti-
cism from Baghdad and the KDP. Iraqi
officials defined Ankara’s Turkmens poli-
cy as “playing with fire.”

KDP, Ankara against the press
Amid the ongoing crossborder operation of
the Turkish army against the outlawed '
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKX) bases in
northern Iraq, Iraqi Turkmens decided to
host a group of reporters to cover the
“homemade” Turkmen congress.

Despite harsh criticism from Baghdad
and the Massoud Barzani-led Kurdistan
Democratic Party.(KDP), which rules the

region where the congress was to be held
— and most probably without the consen-
sus of the army or the foreign ministry —
two buses of travellers, including journal-
ists and Turkmen delegates, set out for the
Habour border crossing.

“Preventing the reporters from entering
northern Iraq would constitute the first
breaking of the agreement between the
KDP and Ankara, signed after the first
operation of the Turkish army,” a regional

.Kurdish source informed the Turkish Daily

News before the visit. -

However, although the KDP allowed
four journalists to enter the KDP-con-
trolled area, the Turkish side refused to
sanction this, and only journalists from the
semi-official Anatolia news agency were
permitted to enter. The KDP peshmergas,
who arrived in Habour to receive the four
reporters, were forced to return to their
area with only with the Anatolia agency
reporters. '

Military sources said that the reporters
had been prevented from entering the area
because the group would be a “perfect tar-
get” for the PKK.

In the end, with an infinite number of
questions left unanswered, the other mem-
bers of the press left Habour for
Diyarbakur. :

With the reporters’ efforts to enter the
region proving fruitless, the General Staff
finally told a senior governmental official
that, in addition, “the entrance of reporters
to northern Iraq could cause problems for
the Turkmens.” A
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Iranian Wedge Between America

By Stephen S. Rosenfeld

and France

ASHINGTON — The great

streams of international com-
merce flowing from growth and glob-
alization keep exposing the United
States to a political trap. The latest is
the dispute over France’s determina-
tion to support a $2 billion private
natural gas investment in Iran — a deal
that the United States had denied to an
American company, Conoco, out of
concern for the ayatollahs' rule-break-
ing foreign policy. Washington takes
the high ground, Paris rakes in the
chips, Tehran grins.

Not that the French and their Russian
and Malaysian partners in this deal, and
the makers of other deals in other
miscreant states, are entirely indiffer-
ent to the obligations of international
citizenship. But they are only select-
ively attentive. United Nations sanc-
tions hold on Iraq. Thus Iran, which
only Washington has sanctioned, be-
comes in dollar potential the largest
single economic wedge between the
United States and its allies.

A wedge between America and
France is not about to lead to the whole
unraveling of an ancient and durable
friendship. But it colors the climate in
which other issues are treated. Most
important, it undercuts American efforts
to address Iran’s serious and continuing
misconduct — its support of terrorism
and subversion and its harassment of
Arab-Israeli peace prospects.

France, with its air of nationalistic
taunting of the United States, is an easy
and tempting target for American re-
buke. What is especially troubling
these days, however, is a drift of Amer-
ican opinion suggesting that the United
States should accommodate the rev-
olutionary regime in Tehran — early

and with few conditions.

The drift comes from country spe-
cialists who are experts on Iran and
from strategic thinkers who are eyeing
the new ‘‘great game’’ shaping up over
energy resources and strategic pres-
ence in post-Cold War Central Asia. To
these folks a promising new day was
foreshadowed by last May’s election
victory of Mohammed Khatami, who,
according to Robin Wright and Shaul
Bakhash in Foreign Policy magazine,
campaigned on a platfarm stressing

pluralism and the rule of law.

Those who saw the Khatami sweep
as opening a window of opportunity

‘were further encouraged when' the

Clinton administration said it would
not oppose a new natural gas pipeline
that 1s to cross Iran from Turkmenistan
to Turkey.

In fact, what is missing from the
more sanguine American projections is
a coming to terms with the ayatollahs,
who outrank Mr. Khatami and who
appear to command the ramparts of
Iranian foreign policy.

It is true that many Americans retain a
bitter memory of Iran’s capture of the
U.S. Embassy in Tehran in 1979. But the
bombings in Europe and elsewhere
abroad, subversion in the Gulf region
and Sudan, attempts to sabotage Pal-
estinian-Arab talks, death threats against
Salman Rushdie — these concrete deeds
continue. Last year’s Khobar bombing
in Saudi Arabia, which took 19 Amer-
ican lives, also apparently must go on
the Iranian account.

Iran, it is pointed out, has its own
perhaps even more deeply felt histor-
ical grievance agaihst the United States.
— the American CIA intervention of
the 1950s that deposed a popularly

elected leader, saved the then young
shah and subsequently brought Amer-
ica the ‘‘great Satan’’ tag.

To cite this now unimaginable Cold
War episode is not to excuse the Iranian
regime’s misconduct in more recent
years. We are all necessarily living now
by the code of 1997, not 1954.

At some point America may be led to
review its own historical record in deal-
ing with Iran. That will take a complex
political transaction whose elements
are not yet in place. In the meantime,
there can be no compromising with an
Iranian foreign policy that undercuts the
post-Cold War code of respect for the
legitimate and fair interests of others.

On the evidence, Iran’s foreign
policy is likely to be among the last
things that a reforming Tehran lead-
ership would touch. Argument goes on
over whether foreign policy reform in
Iran will get a boost from international
interaction, domestic reform, social
change, revolutionary fatigue, leader-
ship turnover or whatever. The best
answer is perhaps all of the above bu
variously and slowly. -

The offering or denying of the mani-
fest benefits of participation in the in-
ternational economy promises too
much potential leverage not to be in-
telligently used. That should be the cen-
tral consideration in the bargaining with
France and others over common terms
of trade with revolutionary regimes.

France should be strengthening, not
weakening, a standard of law-respect-
ing international conduct that serves all
nations well.

The Washingron Post.

U.S. Defers Sanctions

OCTOBER 6, 1997

By Thomas W. Lippman

Washington Post Service

WASHINGTON — Facing the
clearest test so far of its commitment to
punish foreign corporations that invest

in Iran, the Clinton administration has.

decided to hold off on sanctions against
a French energy company to avert a
trade war with the European Union.

On French Oil Firm
Fearing EU Trade War Over Iran,

It Asks Joint Action on Terrorism

Rather than impose sanctions on
Total SA for signing a $2 billion con-
tract to develop a natural gas field with
Iran, the administration is seeking an
agreement with the EU in which Wash-
ington would scrap the threat of sanc-
tions in exchange for increased pressure
on Iran to curb terrorism, officials said.

The approach is a shift in emphasis
for the administration, which has held

out the prospect of sanctions as a power-
ful deterrent to investment that, U.S.
officials contend, would give Iran funds
for weapons or to promote terrorism.

The administration endorsed the
1996 Iran-Libya Sanctions Act, which
mandates . punitive trade measures
against any company that invests more
than $40 rhillion a year in those nations’
energy sectns:

But allies in Europe and elsewhere
have rejected any attempt to apply U.S.
law to foreign companies. Under the
agreement being proposed by the ad-
ministration, a blanket exemption from
sanctions would be granted to compa-
nies based in European Union countries
if Europe adopts measures aimed at
demonstrating its support for other U.S.
efforts to contain Iran. :

A similar arrangement in April halted
temporarily a trade conflict over ap-
plication to Europe of a U.S. law de-
signed to head off investment in Cuba.

65



Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

But that six-month truce expires Oct.

15 with no final agreeant in place, and

- the Europeans have deciared that failure
to waive sanctions on Cuba and Iran by
that date will lead them to reopén a
formal complaint with the World Trade
Organization.

The U.S. proposal, which would in
effect exonerate a multinational com--
pany that defied U.S. law to make the
biggest external investment in Iran since

-the 1979 revolution, will probably be
criticized by some members of Congress
as an abandonment of U.S. policy.

Officials said the decision was con-
sistent with the U.S. commitment to
deter terrorism. :

The objective of the Iran-Libya Sanc-
tions Act was to encourage other coun-
tries to join the United States in trying to
isolate Iran economically, administra-
tion officials said. : »

If negotiations with the EU lead to
more vigorous Furopean measures to
combat Iranian support for terrorism and
limit Iran’s access to sophisticated

weapons, the purpose of the law will
have been fulfilled and sanctions will not
be required, officials said. - )
$It’s important to_bear in mind the
reasons why we supported the legis-
lation in the first place,’”’ James Rubin,

the State Department spokesman, said
last week. .

““The objective of the legislation is
not to impose sanctions. The objective is
to get other countries, in Europe in par-
ticular, to work with us on the subject of
tightening up the pressure on Iran.””

“He said U.S. negotiators would meet
with EU officials twice this month about
‘‘ways to ratchet up the pressure.”’

After protracted negotiations, Total
last week joined the Russian gas giant
Gazprom and the Malaysian state oil
company Petronas in a $2 billion deal to
develop the Iranian offshore gas field
known as South Pars. .

Total virtually dared the United States
to act, knowing it had the support of the
French government and the European

Union for its chalienge to U.S. efforts to-
assert its policies in Europe.
The sanction legislation’s chief spon-

_sors — two New York Republicans —

Senator Alfonse D’Amato and Repre-
sentative Benjamin Gilman, sent a letter
to President Bill Clinton demanding re-
tribution against Total.

““If the United States does not take

“swift, decisive action to apply these

available sanctions, we will undercut our
long-standing policy against Iranian ter-
rorism, a policy which you have ad-
vocated at the summit level on many
occasions,’’ they said.

But the EU and France made clear that
they would support- Total and warned
Washington against any retaliation.

Total had a legal right to make the
deal, the European Commission chair-
man, Sir Leon Brittan, said in a state-
ment, adding that steps already taken by
the Europeans to rein in Iran ‘‘meet the
terms for a waiver set out’’ in the U.S.
legislation. ’

Iraq says it will hit back
if attacked by Iran again

Iranian FM Kharrazi says UsS
needs to win Tehran’s trust

Baghdad- Reuters

m An Iragi government newspaper
warned Iran on Monday that
Baghdad would retaliate to any new
attacks against Iranian opposition
bases in Irag.

“Aggression against a free and
independent country will not be
easy and we shall pay (Tehran) back
twofold,” al-Jumhouriya daily said
in a commentary.

Jumhouriya was reacting to A
remarks by Iran’s Foreign Minister
Kamal Kharrazi that Tehran had the
right to attack Iranian “terrorist”
opposition groups.in Iraq.

*“This is a right to self-defense,”
Kharrazi told the London-based
Arabic newspaper al-Hayat when
asked whether Téhran planned to
renew raids on Iraqgi territory.

““As long as the terrorist groups
are committing terrorist acts against
. our territory we have the right to
defend ourselves,” Kharrazi added
in last week’s interview conducted
in New York.

“The remarks show exposed

. hypocrisy and playing with words
for the service of dubious political

* ends,” Jumhouriya “We find in
Kharrazi’s statement a new chal-

lenge to international law...and it is
the duty of the world body (U.N.) to
denounce it.”

Iran has protested to the United
Nations over what it said were “ter-
rorist” cross-border attacks from
Iraq and said the incursions prompt-
ed its air raids on Iranian
Mujahideen Khalq rebel bases
inside Iraq last week.

: Iran has said the raids were not
intended against its 1980-88 Gulf
War foe Iraq. :

“We are exerting efforts to open
new windows with Iraq. I have met
with Iraqi Foreign Minister
Mohammed al-Sahaf...our talks
were frank and we have decided to
continue these talks,” Kharrazi said
of a meeting held on the outlines of
the U.N. General Assembly meeting
last week.

Jumhouriya said Kharrazi’s
remarks ran contrary to those he
ade during his meeting with Sahaf
in New York. “His statement contra-
dicts what he personally told Sahaf
that Iran is ready to open a new
political dialogue with Iraq...based

on respect and non-aggression.”

Iran says US needs to
win Tehran’s trust

In a related development,
Kharrazi said in remarks pub-
lished on Monday that relations

October 7, 1997
Turkish Daily News

with the United States could not
improve unless Washington took
steps to win Tehran’s trust.
“There is a need for some ges-
ture to be made by the United
States to prove its sincerity and
to bring out that trust,” he told
the Lebanese English-language
daily The Beirut Times. “For
example, Iranian assets are
frozen in the United States.
There is no reason why they
should be kept frozen,” he
added. The newspaper did not
say where the interview took
place. Relations between
Washington and Tehran have
been tense ever since militant
Iranian students stormed the U.S.

" Embassy in 1979 and held 52

Americans hostage for 444 days.
The United States broke off
diplomatic ties with Iran in 1980.

Washington has accused Iran
of seeking to develop nuclear
weapons and sponsoring interma-
tional “terrorism,” charges which
Tehran denies.

Kharrazi reiterated that nor-
malization of ties with the
United States did not contradict
the principles of the Islamic rev-
olution. “We can have normal
relations with all countries that
we recognize provided that this
relationship is based on mutual
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re§gect and on equal footing,” he
said.

“Therefore, if these principles
are met, there will be no reason
why we should continue to have
this type of relations with the
United States,” Kharrazi added.

The United States on Friday

ordered the aircraft carrier
Nimitz to skip a port call in
Singapore and hurry to the Gulf.
The move followed Iranian air
raids on rebel bases in Iraq. One
base was inside a no-fly zone
imposed by the United States
and its allies since 1992 over

southem lraq.

Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Mahmoud
Mohammadi termed the U.S.
decision to rush the aircraft car-
rier to the Gulf an “act of desper-
ation.”

Oil Deal, Cohen Says

By Craig R. Whitney

New York Times Service

PARIS — The U.S. defense secre-
tary, William Cohen, said after meeting
with ‘his French counterpart Monday
that whatever action the United States
took against a French oil company’s
decision to invest $2 billion in Iran
would not undermine close U.S.-French
relations.

The statement came after several
hours of talks here between Mr. Cohen
and the French defense minister, Alain
Richard, and apparently reflected a de-
cision in Washington not to seek a show-
down with the French over a decision by
Total SA, a privately owned French oil
company, to put $2 billion into exploi-
tation of an Iranian natural gas field,
with Russian and Malaysian partners.

““We believe that transaction will
substantially enhance Iran’s ability to
acquire the revenues necessary to ac-
quire missile technology and weapons
of mass destruction,”” Mr. Cohen said
Monday. ‘‘What action will flow from
that remains to be determined, but we
intend to maintain a close relationship
with a very good ally.”’

““We both want to see Iran end state-
sponsored terrorism and end its efforts to
acquire missile technology and weapons
of mass destruction,’” he added.

M. Richard said that all 15 European
Union countries had withdrawn their
ambassadors from Tehran after a Ger-
man court finding that Iranian leaders
had ordered the assassination of three
Iranian’ Kurdish dissidents in a Berlin
café int 1992.

““When there is a terrorist action that
is proven, we will draw the con-
sequences,”” Mr. Richard said.

‘But he declined to say whether
French intelligence agreed with Amer-
ican assessments that Iran was trying to
acquire the technology to build nuclear
weapons, and missiles to carry them,
from Russian and other experts.

Mr. Richard said the French gov-
ernment had told officials of Total that
there was no reason, in international or
French law, for them not to go ahead
with the investment in Iran.

A U.S. law, the Iran-Libya Sanctions
Act. commonly called the *‘D’Amato
law’’ after its Senate sponsor, Senator
Alfonse D’Amato, Republican of New
York, authorizes the Clinton adminis-

tration to take sanctions against Amer-
ican subsidiaries of any company that
invests more than $20 million in Iran.

Reports from Washington over the
weekend said that the Clinton admin-
istration might waive sanctions if the
European Union stepped up pressure on
fran to end support of terrorism.

““The United States has not decided
what action to take, but will enforce the
law,”” Mr. Cohen said.

Later, replying to a question, he said:
I understand the position the French
have taken. It is my hope that Minister
Richard understands the position the
United States government has taken.’’

Unlike Prime Minister Lionel Jospin,
who went out of his way last week to say
that he personally ‘‘rejoiced’’ in Total’s
decision, Mr. Richard also appeared de-
termined to play down rather than high-
light differences between Washington
and Paris over the step.

““We stand very vigilant over Iran,”’
he said. ‘*We observe with interest the
ongoing changes in Iranian domestic
politics, with the hope that they will
someday yield resolve to build a more
peaceful relationship with neighboring
states.”’

Mr. Cohen, apparently responding to
French concern, said that his order last
week sending the U.S. aircraft carrier
Nimitz to the Gulf five days ahead of
schedule was primarily aimed not
against Iran, which allegedly carried out
air strikes in southern Iraq last month,
but against Iraq’s president, Saddam
Hussein, for unilaterally violating
United Nations orders barring Iragi
flights in the area.

B Total Expects Record Profits

Total expects full-year 1997 profit to
reach a record level, the company’s
chairman, Thierry Desmarest, said in an
interview with La Tribune on Monday,
Reuters reported.

In a favorable economic environ-
ment, and *‘thanks to the steps we have
taken for growth and productivity gains,
Total’s first-half results reached a re-
cord,”’ he was quoted as saying.

““And we should also reach a record
for the full year, with the last record
dating back to 1991 with net earnings of
5.8 billion francs,”” or $981.1 million,
he said.

- U.S.-French Ties Won’t Suffer Over Iran

He said that growth in demand for
petroleumn products should be 1.5 percent
to 2 percent annually, so refinery margins
*“should continue in the future a bit better

than they were in 1993-1995.”

The crude oil price is slightly above
expectations, he said, but Total is cau-
tious and wants a satisfactory return on
its projects with crude at around $15 per
barrel, ‘‘even if we feel we are in a
dynamic system where the price of $18

a barrel can hold.”’
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Observers expect further divisions to take
place among the PKK’s political wings as th
organization gives up military activities

SAADET ORUC
Ankara - Turkish Daily News

€

B Recent news reports from the southeastern-town of
Nusaybin, revealing that a new faction of the Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK) has been formed, have initiated a new .
discussion regarding the future of the separatist organization.
Mahir Kaynak, an analyst and former member of the
National Intelligence Organization (MIT), said that this new.
faction is being backed by European countries, especially
Germany. . . :
_ According to the report, the former wife of Abdullah
Ocalan, the head of the PKK, Hiiseyin Yildinm, Selim
Curukkaya, Giinay Aslan, Dilbixwin Dara and a group of
exiled so-called Kurdish parliamentarians, have opened an
office in Koln, Germany, in order to spearhead an organiza--
tion against Ocalan.

Turkish Daily News

,October 7, 1997

“The PKK has been following a policy close to U.S.
Kurdish policy since the Gulf War. Therefore, European
countries, which kept silent about the PKK’s presence before
the Gulf War, have changed their attitude toward the organi-
zation. They were never against the PKK, but they have
always been against the PKK’s getting out of their control.
Because of that, the formation of another group — one more
easily controlled by Europeans — was expected to be
formed,” Kaynak told the Turkish Daily News.

Kaynak commented that these developments were not suf-
prising and said that there were also signs of a division
among Kurdish circles in Turkey.

“After a short time, people will start quitting certain
Kurdish circles in Turkey,” Kaynak predicted, referring to
internal conflicts among the legal Kurdish parties. .

Claiming that Europe is supporting the establishment of a
federal administrative system in Turkey, Kaynak maintained
that the. European Union would never accept Turkey, as long
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as it still had the Kurdish problem.

“Ankara is only concerned about who would be the leader
of the new ‘Kurdish entity’ in northem Iraq. The question is
whether to accept the presence of the PKK in northem Iraq
as one of the strongest powers and put an end to the internal
disputes, or to continue with the current endless dilemma,”
Ka continued.

owever, when reminded that Ankara has always respect-
ed the territorial integrity of Iraq, Kaynak said that Turkey
had no alternative to the plan for a Kurdish entity.

“Abdullah Ocalan, the leader of the PKK, keeps repeating
that they do not want to be separated from Turkey. He is only
asking Ankara to accept the PKK’s political presence in
Turkey and their military presence in northern Iraq,” he
claimed.

Talking about the United States’ Kurdish policy, he
remarked that Washington is backing an equality of power
between Israel, Turkey and the Kurds, adding that Ankara’s
military operations are, in general, against Iran and not
against the PKK.

“Iraq is already divided. So the sending of an aircraft carri-

er to the Gulf by the United States, is only aimed at prevent-
ing a possible war between Iran and Turkey, as Iran is the
gguntxy most affected by Turkey’s Kurdish policy,” he stat-

Kaynak, also commented that, politically, the southeastern
region has been completely lost and the Kurdish inhabitants,
tired of unrest after nearly fifteen years of clashes, are in
favour of a peaceful solution.

Meanwhile, experienced observers, who asked to remain
anonymous, commented that the PKK’s new splinter group
1s completely under Germany’s control.

?:rafe_ttin Elgi: ‘Not surprising’

rafettin Elci, the head of the Democratic Mass Party
(DKP), when asked to comment on these reports, pointed out
that PKK attacks against the Iragi Kurds had caused ques-
tions to be raised in PKK circles.

“There will be an internal ‘settling of accounts,’” El¢i
said, and emphasized that these developments were not
surprising.

Gundem.

I'lrak.

estimé le chef du PKK.

précision.

"pu atteindre ses objectifs".

= e Le chef du PKK accuse la Turquie de "turcomaniser” le nord de
P'lrak
13:10
GMT, 07
Octobre ] ] ]
1997 ANKARA, 7 oct (AFP) - Le chef du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK,
séparatistes kurdes de Turquie), Abdullah Ocalan, a accusé la Turquie de "vouloir
@?;9\55 turcomaniser le nord de I'lrak" par ses opérations dans la région, lors d'une

émission dimanche soir de la Med-Tv, qui émet en Europe.

“La Turquie (...) tente de former une structure fédérale dans le nord de I'lrak visant
a turcomaniser le nord de I'lrak pour I'annexer ensuite. C'est un plan clair”®, a dit
Abdullah Ocalan, cité mardi par le quotidien pro-kurde d'expression turque, Ulkede

Les Turcomans sont des Irakiens d'origine turque qui habikent les zones nord de

“Derriére ce plan, il existe le soutien des Etats-Unis, d'Israél et d'autres pays
impérialistes qui veulent disperser les Kurdes par l'intermédiaire de la Turquie”, a

Abdullah Ocalan, dit "Apo", a indiqué que le PKK pourrait décréter un cessez-le-feu
avec le Parti Démocratique du Kurdistan (PDK) du chef kurde irakien Massoud
Barzani si ce dernier retirait son soutien a I'armée turque. »

Le chef du PKK, qui réside généralement a Damas ou dans la Bekaa libanaise
sous contrdle syrien, a menacé la Turquie d"étendre la guerre”. Selon lui, "le PKK
s'avance pas a pas tous les jours vers l'intérieur de la Turquie". "Nous allons
étendre la guerre si I'Etat (turc) ne s'approche pas d'une solution”, a -t-il dit. "Nous
allons montrer ce que nous pouvons faire en un an", a-t-il ajouté, sans autre

Cemil Bayik, I'un des "commandants" de la branche militaire du PKK (ARGK), a
estimé pour sa part que l'incursion de I'armée turque dans le nord de l'lrak n'avait

"C'est la faillite de la politique turque de détruire les Kurdes", a dit Cemil Bayik, cité
par Ulkede Gundem. "Cette incursion vise a marginaliser le PKK. Au contraire, la
guerre se développera vers la capitale turque’, a-t-il affirmé.

69




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

CE/hc/bds e

- -l utilisé comme base a

La rébellion du PKK declenchée en 1984 contre Ankara et les opérations de
représailles de I'armée turque ont fait plus de 26.000 morts en Turquie. L'armée
turque meéne fréquemment des opérations contre le PKK dans le nord de I'lrak
rriere-par le -mouvement séparatiste. -

CE/hc/pb-tf

A= - Nouveauxraids de I'aviation turque sur le PKK dans le nord de
. _ I'_.Iré_k \ . '
12:59 ‘
GMT, 07
Gctobre . , . .
1897 .|| ANKARA, 7 oct (AFP) - Des avions de combat turcs ont bombardé lundi et mardi
_ des positions des rebelles du Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, séparatiste
'*?%5? || kurdes de Turquie) dans le nord de I'lrak, a rapporté mardi I'agence Anatolie.

Le bombardement des avions décollant des bases aériennes de Diyarbakir
(chef-lieu du sud-est anatolien a majorité kurde) et de Malatya (est) visait des
groupes de "terroristes” (dénomination officielle des militants armés du PKK) qui
avaient pu se réfugier dans les zones montagneuses situées dans un triangle en
territoire irakien aux confins de la Turquie, de I'lran et de I'irak, selon I'agence.

Certaines de ces zones sont situées entre la frontiere avec I'lran et les régions ,
sous contréle de I'Union patriotique du Kurdistan (UPK) du chef kurde irakien Jalal
Talabani, rivale du Parti démocratique du Kurdistan (PDK) de Massoud Barzani
qui, lui, est allié d'Ankara contre le PKK depuis mai dernier.

Le dernier bilan annoncé vendredi dernier par les autorités turques faisait état de
415 rebelies du PKK tués dans les combats dans le nord de I'lrak. !l ne précisait
pas les pertes dans les rangs de l'armée turque.

‘Ankara - Turkish Daily News

® The Jalal Talabani-led Patriotic Union
of Kurdistan (PUK) on Tuesday denied
reports that the separatists has escaped
into the area under their control.

Shazad Saib of the PUK’s Ankara
office told the Turkish Daily News that
their rival, the Massoud Barzani-led
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP)
spread such rumors whenever they
encountered failure. :

“The KDP is failing in its fight
against the PKK,” Saib said. He also

‘'said that because of the fact that the

Turkish forces do not know the area
well, KDP peshmergas have been carry-
ing out the operation.

It is notable that the latest Anatolia
news releases from the operation area
have reported that the separatists
escaped into the PUK-controlled area.

PUK says KDP failed in
fighting against the PKK

Analysts close to Baghdad comment
that these reports are the signs of an

.pcoming Turkish operation in the

PUK-controlled area.

Another foreign observer has
claimed: ‘During the first operation of
the Turkish Armed Forces in northern
Iraq, we were told by the Foreign
Ministry that the troops would stay ther
for four months. But, this time, it seems
that there is no time limit for the pres-
ence of the Turkish Armed Forces in
northern Iraq ...

Anatolia: ‘PKK escapes into

the PUK-controlled area’
Meanwhile, according to an Anatolia
news agency story reported from Sirnak,
the separatists escaping from the
Turkish soldiers are fleeing into the
PUK-controlled area and to the region
close to Iran. The KDP officials were

October 8, 1997
Turkish Daily News

uoted as saying that the PKK benefited
rom the KDP clashes with the PUK.
“The PKK has had the opportunity to
establish camps along the border with
the help of the instability caused by our
fighting,” they said.
The KDP also admitted that it was
very difficult to control the long border.

Iran: ‘We are not building troops
along our border with Turkey’

In addition, Iran declared that they did
not build troops along the Turkish-
Iranian border. Admiral Ali Samkani,
the Iranian Minister for Defense, told
reporters in Tehran that they did not
make any special establishment on the
border with Turkey. He also defined the
Turkish cross-border operation in north-
em Iraq as an “invasion.” :
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Iran Lashes Out at U.S.

Tehran Criticizes Shift of Carrier to Gulf

By Douglas Jehl

New York Times Service

TEHERAN — With the United
States hurrying to reinforce its fleet in
the Gulf, Iran redoubled a campaign
across the region on Tuesday to un-
dermine support for American control
of the strategic waterway.

The country’s new defense minister,
Ali Shamkhani, said the American de-
cision to dispatch the aircraft carrier
Nimitz to the Gulf ahead of schedule was
nothing more than an attempt by the
United States *‘to justify its presence.”’

U.S. officials have called the move a
warning to both Iran and Iraq to refrain
from moves that could lead to renewed
conflict between the two countries. But
Iran is trying to steer sentiment toward
the view that the dispatch of the aircraft
carrier represented another American
overreaction.

The new Iranian government of Pres-
ident Mohammed Khatemi is giving a
high priority to efforts to mend fences
with its neighbors in the Gulf, which
have been tattered since the Iranian rev-
olution 18 years ago.

Nearly all of them — including
Kuwait, Bahrain and the United Arab
Emirates — have provided ports or oth-
er support for an American military
presence in the Gulf that has expanded
greatly over the last six years.

The United States has said the pur-
pose of that buildup has been to head off
any hostile action by Iran or Iraq against
one another or their neighbors. But Iran
appears intent on exploiting public
opinion in many of those countries that
has proven far less supportive of the
American presence.

In anticipation of a Gulf tour that
Foreign Minister Kamal Kharrazi of Iran
is scheduled to make in coming weeks,
Iranian newspapers gave prominent at-
tention Tuesday to an editorial in a
United Arab Emirates newspaper ques-
tioning the need for American haste in
dispatching the Nimitz, whose scheduled
port call in Singapore was canceled so
that the task force could arrive in the Gulf
four or five days ahead of schedule.

At a news conference Tuesday, the
new defense minister, Mr. Shamkhani,
told reporters that Iran would begin a
major naval exercise in the Gulf this

week 1o demonstrate that the countries
on its shores ‘‘can defend their sov-
ereignty without any outside power.”*

He said the exercise would include at
least 150 naval vessels. As the United
States has added to its firepower in the
Gulf, Iran has also substantially im-
proved its naval capabilities in recent
years, in part through the acquisition of
three Russian-made submarines and
new anti-ship missile systems.

American officials say that Iran now
has the capacity to halt temporarily but
not to shut down shipping traffic in the
Gulf, the channel for more than half of
the world’s supply of oil.

In announcing that the annual 10-day
exercise would begin on Thursday, Mr.
Shamkhani said he did not expect that
the Iranian operations in the northern
part of the Gulf would clash in any way
with the expected arrival of the Nimitz
and its seven-vessel battle group within
a week.

Despite American protests, the de-
fense minister issued a staunch defense
of Iran’s decision last week to launch air
raids on the bases of Iranian rebels who
operate from Iragi territory. He min-
imized the prospect of a flare-up be-
tween Iran and Irag, which were at war
from 1980 to 1988, saying that he did
not believe the Baghdad government
gave much importance on the rebel
group, the Mujahidin Khalgq.

Cem: EU

closes 1ts

doors for the time
being on Turkey

Cem said that Turkey had not been included among the 11
candidates for the membership of the EU and added,
without elaboration, that there remained a small possibility ...

Ankara - Turkish Daily News

m Foreign Minister Ismail Cem said
that for the time being the European
Union had closed its books on the
issue of Turkey’s membership, the
Anatolia news agency reported, quot-
ing from Gorus, the Turkish industri-
alists and businessmen’s publication
(TUSIAD).

Cem said that it was Turkey’s right
to be a member of the EU. He said
that, with its history, Turkey was a
European country and added that
although Turkey had shortcomings, as
well as being Asian, it was still a part
of Europe and shared its culture.

He added that being a part of the
EU would improve Turkey’s dynamic
function and Turkey’s identity also
was important for Europe. He said
that the EU would be multidimension-
al if it accepted Turkey and empha-
sized that the shortcomings of Turkey
could be solved especially during this
government.

“Our country is extremely dynamic
and surprising. Who could have told -
that Turkey would enter the customs
union? It could stand on its own feet
even under the worst possible condi-
tions. Other countries first become EU
members than entered the customs

October 8, 1997
]

Turkish Daily News
]

union, Turkey did not receive five
kurus. Even the EU is not is are not
giving the appropriate financial sup-
port that Turkey is entitled to, but yet
Turkey is competing with the coun-
tries in the EU.” Cem said.
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Citing Iraqi Violations,

U.S. Steps Up Air Patrols

By Philip Shenon

New York Times Service

WASHINGTON — American jet
fighters have stepped up their patrols
over the American-enforced no-flight
zone in southern Iraq after Iragi planes

- breached the zone several times over the

last week, according to the Pentagon.

Defense Department officials said .

two Iraqi fighters had violated the area
Tuesday, apparently to test American
resolve to enforce the no-flight zone and

to offer at least a symbolic response to -

Iranian air attacks last week on military
camps used by Iranian opposition
groups in southern Iraq.

Iraqi and Iranian pilots have been put

on notice by the Pentagon in recent days

that they risk attack if they continue
their incursions into the no-flight zone,
which was established by the Umu?d
States and its allies after the Gulf Warin

. 1991. The warning to the Iragis was

repeated Tuesday at a Defense Depart-
ment news conference.

*‘If they carry out flight operatiohs,
they risk getting shot down,’’ said Cap-

: tain Michael Doubleday, a Pentagon

spokesman. ‘‘We've done that in the
past. We stand ready to ‘do it in the
future. But I'm not in a position to

predict if and when that will occur.”

Last week, the Pentagon announced
that Defense Secretary William Cohen

had ordered the aircraft carrier Nimitz to

skip a port call in Singapore and hurry
from the South China Sea to the Gulf on

:a previously scheduled deployment.
-The carrier is expected to armrive in the.
‘Gulf four or five days ahead of sched-
ule. -

In what may be a reflection of th
Clinton administration’s hopes for im-
proved relations: with the Iranian gov-
ernment, Mr. Cohen said that the show
of strength with the Nimitz was meant
as a warning to Iraq, not Iran, and his
spokesmen said Tuesday that the
Pentagon was far more concerned about
Iragi violations of the no-flight zone
than Iranian violations.

*‘I think you need to go back and take
a look at what the purpose of the no-fly
zone is, and the no-fly zone is designed
to keep Iraqi aircraft in check,”’ Captain
Doubleday said. =

““I think the signal of the aircraft
carrier going to the region, the con-
stancy of our flights over there, make it
very clear that the Iragis are vety re-’
stricted in their ability to camry out air
operations.”’

The American aircraft carrier is to
Jjoin several other American ships in the
Gulf, including five destroyers and
three guided-missile frigates.

The Pentagon refused to say exactly

how many times the Iraqi military had

-violated the American-patrolled area ;

over. the last week, nor would it explain
why the Iraqi MiG fighters had not been
shot down. : '

Captain Doubleday said there had
been “*several’’ violations by the Iraqis,
most of them in daylight, and that Amer-
ican fighters based-in Saudi Arabia and
Bahrain had stepped up their patrol
flights as aresult.

‘‘I'will describe them as being primar-
ily just skirting the no-fly zone,’” he said
of the Iraqi moves. On Monday, Iraq
wamed that it would hit back at Iran
“‘blow for blow’’ if it mounted new
attacks on the bases in southern Iraq used
by the Iranian opposition. Several Ira-
nian jet fighters bombed two of the bases
near the Iran-Iraq border on Sept. 29.

Arrestation d'une dizaine de clandestins irakiens

OCTOBER 9, 1997

passeur, a été placé en garde a vue a la brigade mobile de recherche départementale de la DD-CILEC (ex-Paf).

Une dizaine de clandestins irakiens, originaires.du Kurdistan, ont été interpellés dans la nuit de lundi 4 mardi au
centre de Strasbourg. Ces hommes et femmes, accompagnés de leurs enfants, étaient en pleine discussion avec un
Irakien, lui aussi d'origine kurde, mais vivant en Allemagne. Cet homme de 31 ans, qui est soupgonné d'étre un

Depuis environ un an, les Kurdes-Irakiens afflueraient par milliers via I'ltalie pour rejoindre par tous les

moyens I'Allemagne, ol réside une forte communauté kurde et y solliciter l'asile politique. Strasbourg
constituerait un de leurs passages obligés. Les autorités ont enjoint au groupe de clandestins de quitter le territoire
national.

October 9, 1997  Turkish Daily News

© Derniéres Nouvelles D'Alsace, Mercredi 8 Octobre 1997.

Report to US Congress:
Closing Refah will
affect US-Turkish

human rights dialogue

complicating Turkey’s

relations with the EU B A report prepared by the U.S.

Congressional Research Service

(CRS), selected parts of which were

published earlier by the Anatolia
news agency, raised serious ques-
tions on the consequences of the
possible closing of the Islamist

Welfare (Refah) Party as well as the

secular credentials of Prime
Minister Mesut Yilmaz. The report
written by Carol Migdalovitz is

meant to be read by those members

.of the U.S. Congress interested in
the issue.

Refah’s closing

Migdalovitz mentioned the possibili-
ty of Refah being closed, in the same

section where she addresses

Turkey’s “human rights abuses, par-

ticularly regarding Kurdish civil-
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ians.” In this section she states that
such abuses complicate U.S.-Turkish
relations. If Refah is closed and
“noncriminal Islamists” are punished
then that could affect the scope of
the U.S.-Turkish dialogue, the CRS
report said.

“The assistant secretary of state
for European [and Canadian] affairs
and former ambassador to Turkey,
Marc Grossman, told the Senate on
July 16 that the United States focus-
es simultaneously on security,
democracy and economic issues in
discussions with Turkey, including
engaging in a dialogue on human
rights,” Migdalovitz wrote.

“The scope of that dialogue may
broaden if Refah is banned on
grounds that violate human rights
standards and if noncriminal
Islamists are subject to punitive
actions.”

Yiimaz and secularism
The CRS report also took issue with
Prime Minister Yilmaz’s secularist

credentials. “Yilmaz is an unlikely

standard bearer for secularism,”
Migdalovitz concluded. *“His person-
al convictions are unclear.”

Yilmaz tried to strike an alliance
with the Islamist Grand Unity Party
(BPP) in 1995. Yilmaz also tried to
form a coalition with Refah, before
DYP’s Ciller succeeded in “that con-
test,” Migdalovitz noted.

“Y1lmaz was not prominent
among the critics of Refah’s Islamist
agenda. His government made secu-
lar education its priority mainly
because it was a military demand,”
she said.

Ecevit and the EU
Migdalovitz also made the observa-

tion that Deputy Prime Minister and

DSP (Democratic Left Party, the
junior coalition partner in govern-
ment) Chairman Biilent “Ecevit’s
stand on the Cyprus issue is compli-
cating Turkey’s relations with the
EU.”

Some Turkish observers would
assert that it was not Ecevit but the
EU’s decision to start membership

talks with Greek Cypriots that was
the key factor that complicated
Turkish-EU relations.

As a matter of fact, Migdalovitz
also recognized that the joint decla-
ration, signed between the TRNC
and Turkey on July 20, 1997 when
Ecevit visited Turkish-Cyprus, was
“a response” to the EU’s official
announcement, made in the midst of
the Troutbeck talks [between -
Denktas and Clerdes], that it would
begin membership accession talks
with [Greek] Cyprus in 1998.

“Turkey’s hard line on Cyprus
was reinforced by the Greek
Cypriots’ purchase of Russian sur-
face-to-air missiles. which Ecevit
claims transform Cyprus into a
security issue for Turkey, not just
for Turkish Cypriots,” she said.
The United States criticized the
decision to purchase such missiles
as an unwise move, coming out
strongly on the side of the Turkish
Cypriots.

Erbakan: ‘Democracy,
human rights, freedom
mean domestic peace’

Says the Constitutional
Court should throw out
the case against Refah

because the indictment
violates all legal norms

of his coalition government.
He said the people of

Turkey as well as journalists
may have differing views but
everyone has to uphold democ-
ratic ideals. Thus he ctalzll]ed for member of Refah has been con-
press support against the cam- victed of anti-sec iviti C
paign for the closure of Refah. which was a mm‘él%re?g:;viggsl said no case could be brought

charged

rest are newspaper clippings
and allegations made ?n news-
paper articles without actual
reference to Refah,” Erbakan

harged.

He also claimed the prose-
cutor had taken articles out of
context and used them in an
arbitrary way. He showed sev-
eral examples of how the pros- percent of the votes in case an
ecutor has quoted articles and
omitted vital sentences.

He said the prosecutor called - :
Refah “the hub of anti-secular found a new party and continue

a;:tivity” ;1191:1 thus asked for its
closure. “There is not one single :. . :

proof that Refah has been 1€ it will be a very ugly stain for
involved in any kind of anti-
secular activity. Not a single

Turkey. It is supported by one
in every three peogle. Evena
Refah member of Parliament
has acted as president when the
president was away for two
days on a state visit to Kuwait.”
Erbakan said, despite threats
of closure, public opinion polls
indicate that Refah will win 33

election is held today.
“If Refah is closed we will

on our way. We will not lose a
single vote. But if this happens

Turkish democracy,” he
declared.

Erbakan said that for three
months the prosecutor always

LLNUR CEVI,K ) Erbakan said on Monday  But even now there is no mem- 28ainst Refah. He even said
Ankara - Turkish Daily News Refah had presented its written ber of Refah who has been con- laws ShO.\lld be changed to

i defense against the indictment  victed of any anti-state activi- enable him to indict Refah.
= Pro-Islamic Welfare Party prepared y the chief prosecu- ties.” “What happened after that to

(Refah) chief Necmettin
Wednesday that he does not

expect the closure of this party dural mistakes and should be

" by the Constitutional Court
stressing that Turkey needs
internal peace more than ever
- and this can only be achieved
through freedom, democracy
and human rights.

of 40 prominent columnists
seemed to offer an olive
branch to the media that had

tor of the supreme court of
Erbakan said here on a%peals. “The indictment is
riddled with factual and proce- a crime repeatedly and simply
L ignore the warnings of the
rejected by the supreme court,” authorities to face such an
] red. _ indictment. “This has never
He said the indictment vio- happened. Refah has never been them to be supreme in Turkey.
lates 22 different articles in the warned.”
Constitution, the penal code,
the law on political parties as
Erbakan speaking to a group well as international laws
which Turkey has signed. out producing any proof.
“In the 80-page indictment “Re?
the prosecutor has only men-
been influential in the toppling tioned Refah in two pages. The thirds of all municipalities in

Erbakan declared.

serves the

Erbakan said a has to
receive foreign fugggtgr commit Erbakan asked.

The Refah leader said the
prosecutor has made several
accusations against Refah with- ratic norms like those in the

ah is a mature party. It
ople. It serves two

cause him to change his mind?”

Erbakan said Refah believes
in democracy and the secular
system. “We believe in democ-
ratic values and norms and want

Yet, those who claim they sup-
port Western values reject this.
They say we can’t have democ-
West... THhis is a great contradic-
t' "9
101" Bctober 9. 1997
Turkish Daily News
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= o Mesut Yllmaz admet Ie role de | armee dans la formatlon de son .
W .g_guvernement ) ' Cr S ) ] .
09:44 GMT, - :
10 Octobre

gO7
,]}9' ANKARA, 10 oct (AFP) - Le premier ministre turc Mesut Yilmaz a admis que I'armée
©AFP1997 || turque avait joué un rble dans la formation de son gouvernement, en remplacement du

©~ || précédent a dominante islamiste, lors d'une émission jeudi soir sur la chaine de
télévision privée turque "Kanal D".

"L'armée a deux préoccupations majeures: le séparatisme et l'intégrisme islamiste. Si
I'administration civile reste indifférente, I'armée lance un avertissement par des voies
légitimes", a dit M. Yilmaz lors de cette émission, réalisée depuis Strasbourg o il participe
au sommet des chefs d'Etat et de gouvernement du Conseil de I'Europe.

"Si son avertissement n'aboutit pas, I'armée agit de fagon différente”, a ajouté M. Yilmaz,
dans une allusion aux trois coups d'Etat perpétrés par les militaires en 1960, 1971 et 1980.

"Cette fois-ci, le parlement n'est pas resté indifférent et a agi de fagon sensée pour réaliser
le remplacement du gouvernement (précédent), ce qui a entrainé le retrait de l'armée" (de
la scéne politique), a estimé M. Yilmaz. :

La coalition a dominante islamiste dirigée par l'islamiste Necmettin Erbakan et formée
entre son Parti de la Prospérité (Refah) et celui de la juste Voie (DYP, droite) de son
ministre des Affaires étrangeres Tansu Ciller, a d(i démissionner le 18 juin sous la forte
pression exercée par l'armée et les autres milieux pro-laics, hostiles a la présence des
islamistes au pouvoir.

Le gouvernement de coalition de M. Yilmaz a été formé le 30 juin et a obtenu la confiance
du parlement le 12 juillet avec le soutien d'une vingtaine de députés démissionnaires du
parti de Mme Ciller, qui s'opposaient 4 la poursuite de la coalition gouvernementale avec
les islamistes de M. Erbakan.

M. Yilmaz a aussi indiqué que le chef de 1'état-major génaral de I'armée, le général Ismail
Hakki Karadayi, lui avait demandé 1'éclaircissement du scandale qui avait éclaté en
novembre dernier a l'issue d'un accident de la route qui avait fait apparaitre des liens
suspects entre 1'Etat, des milieux mafieux et plusieurs politiciens. - '

Quelques conclusions significatives” pourralent étre obtenues d'ici a une vmgtame de
jours & propos de cette affaire baptisée "scandale de Susurluk”, du nom du lieu ot
lacadent de Ja route s'était produit.

Un mafieux, ancien militant ultra-nationaliste, et un policier de haut rang avaient été tués
_dans la méme dutomobile et le troisi¢tme occupant du véhicule, un député du parti de
Mme Ciller, avait été blessé. La présence de ces trois hommes ensemble avait provoqué le
scandale. -

;“ﬁl“

' *e’in’e--:.c,a'p‘ita:lg“ contre Ie Qh,ef du PKK.,

10:11 GMT, .- .

10Qctobre - || ANKARA, 10 oct (AFP) - Le parquet de la Cour de Stireté de IEtat d'Ankara (DGM) a

C Ay -~ 41| lancé une procédure judiciaire contre le chef du PKK, Abdullah Ocalan, et demandé la

. OAEP 1997 .|| peine capitale contre lui pour "haute trahison’, en raison d'une intervention récente a la
-7 -1 .|| Med-TV, qui émet en Europe, a rapporté vendred1 l'agence Anatolie.

Le parquet de la DGM a également demandé des peines de prison allant de quatre a huit
ans contre sept autres personnes pour "propagande séparatiste” et "aide a une
organisation illégale" (ndlr: le Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan, séparatiste), selon
l'agence.

Le PKK meéne une rébellion _c‘ontre‘Ankara depuis 1984 pour la création d'un Etat kurde
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indépendant dans le sud-est de la Turquie a majorité kurde. Les attaques rebelles et les
opérations de représailles de I'armée turque ont fait plus de 26.000 morts, rebelles,
militaires et civils.

Selon l'acte d'accusation du parquet de la DGM, Abdullah Ocalan, dit "Apo”, a indiqué
“qu'il était lui-méme l'instigateur des massacres” du PKK dans le sud-est anatolien lors
d'une émission de la Med-Tv le 3 novembre 1996, a laquelle il avait participé par
télephone.

Le document affirme également qu'Abdullah Ocalan "est l'instigateur d’homicides, de
massacres et de cambriolages destinés a diviser une partie du territoite turc".

Il a demandé la peine capitale contre "Apo”, qui réside généralement a Damas ou dans la
plaine libanaise de la Bekaa sous contrdle syrien, aux termes de l'article 125 du code pénal
turc qui sanctionne la "haute trahison" et les "crimes perpétrés contre la souveraineté de
I'Etat”.

Sept autres personnes sont accusées d'avoir fait de la propagande séparatiste” et "facilité
ainsi les actions de la bande armée" dans leur intervention lors de cette méme émission
de la Med-Tv, selon l'acte d'accusation.

Parmi ces personnes figurent notamment deux anciens députés kurdes du Parti de la
Démocratie (DEP, pro-kurde), dissous en 1994.

La DGM demande leur punition aux termes du code pénal pour "aide a une organisation
illégale” et de la loi antiterroriste pour "propagande séparatiste".

Le parquet de la DGM accuse également la Med-Tv, supposée financée par le PKK, de
"vouloir chercher le soutien de la communauté internationale aux massacres de
I'organisation terroriste” et de "désinformer I'opinion publique”.

CE/hc/pb eaf
] e Heurts entre islamistes et la police : une cinquantaine d'arrestations
14:01 GMT,

10 Octobre

1997

ANKARA, 10 oct (AFP) - Plusieurs centaines de manifestants islamistes qui protestaient
contre une loi anti-islamique adoptée en aott par le parlement se sont affrontés vendredi
©AFP 1997 a Istanbul avec la police, qui a arrété une cinquantaine d'entre eux, a rapporté l'agence
Anatolie.

Les protestataires, qui sortaient de la mosquée de Beyazit, dans la partie européenne
d'Istanbul (ouest), a l'issue de la priere du vendredi, ont résisté a la police qui leur
demandait de se disperser sans manifester. Ils ont lancé des pierres sur les forces de
l'ordre, en scandant des slogans hostiles a la loi et a la laicité de I'Etat.

La police est intervenue pour disperser la foule et plusieurs dizaines de manifestants et
policiers ont été blessés a coups de matraque ou de pierres, selon la méme source.

La nouvelle loi anti-islamique, élaborée par la coalition gouvernementale pro-laique du
Premier ministre Mesut Yilmaz et adoptée le 16 aoft par le parlement, incorpore les
écoles secondaires a l'enseignement primaire et augmente ainsi la durée de
I'enseignement obligatoire de 5 a 8 ans.

Elle entraine la fermeture de toutes les écoles secondaires et des sections secondaires des
écoles religieuses d'Etat, appelées "imam-hatip"” et destinées a former les imams. La loi
maintient les lycées ordinaires ainsi que les lycées "imam-hatip".

Cette loi avait provoqué la colére du Parti de la Prospérité (Refah) de l'ancien Premier
ministre islamiste Necmettin Erbakan.
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M. Yilmaz avait accusé le Refah "d'étre derriére ces manifestations de rue non autorisées”
d'islamistes qui se déroulent tous les vendredis depuis début septembre.

Le Refah s oppose catégoriquement a la fermeture des sections secondaires des écoles
d'enseignement religieux car ce sont elles qui fournissent ses futurs cadres.

Premier chef du gouvernement islamiste depuis la fondation de la république en 1923, M.
Erbakan avait di démissionner le 18 juin dernier sous la forte pression de I'armée, hostile
a la présence des islamistes au pouvoir, apres avoir passé un an a la téte d'une coalition
gouvernementale.

CE/hc/bds eaf

X Y, WORLD NEVVS giwy  Isitwarm
\ \ o % oris it just me?

znferactwe STORY PAGE | B

Iraqi Kurd group says it killed 150
rebels

11 October 1997 :
Web posted at: 01:37 GST, Dubai time (21:37 GMT)

ANKARA, Oct 10 (Reuter) - An Iraqi Kurdish militia allied to Turkey
said on Friday it had killed 150 members of an armed Turkish Kurd
rebel group in northern Iraq.

Irag's Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) radio, quoted by Anatolian
news agency, said its fighters had clashed with members of Turkey's
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) in seven areas of Kurdish-held
northern Iraq.

The KDP, which said on Thursday it had killed 40 Turkish Kurd
fighters, did not say if the latest toll included earlier killings reported in
three weeks of fighting between the two groups.

It put its own losses at four dead. The Iraqi Kurd group has been fighting
altpol ﬁiiﬁs A ' in alliance with some 15,000 Turkish troops who crossed the border late
last month to root out the PKK, which uses bases there in its 13-year-old
fight for Kurdish self-rule in southeast Turkey.

Turkey has not allowed journalists into northern lraq during its
operation, making independent verification of reports from the region
difficult.

Baghdad, which lost control of northern Iraq after the 1991 Gulf War,

Search the has repeatedly condemned the Turkish incursion.
"y
@ slick here = On Thursday, neighbouring Iran urged Turkey to pull out of the area, -
e e sl saying the operation could spark a Kurdish refugee crisis.
O
. Y{Mﬁ" s >
Yeﬂow?ages u Copyright 1997 Reuters Limited . All rights reserved.
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30 Groups Deemed
Terrorist by U.S.

By Steven Erlanger

New York Times Service

WASHINGTON — Under
a congressional mandate, the
State Department has desig-
nated 30 groups as foreign
terrorist organizations, mak-
ing it illegal to provide funds
for them and denying their
members visas.

While a wide range of
Middle Eastern and South
American groups are on the
list, it does not include the
Irish Republican Army be-
cause the TRA announced an
*‘unequivocal cease-fire”> 10
weeks ago and because its
political wing, Sinn Fein, had
begun peace talks on North-
ern Ireland, officials said.

The IRA will remain ‘‘un-
der active review,’’ said a
State Department spokes-
man, James Rubin. ‘‘Any re-
sumption of violence by the
IRA is totally unacceptable to
the United States and would
have a direct impact on the
ongoing review.’

Officials said the IRA had

become an issue only in the
last 10 days, when it was de-
cided, after a vigorous debate
pitting political considerations
against intelligence concerns,
not to include the group.

A spokesman for the British
Embassy said London ‘‘un-
derstands the logic of the de-
cision”” to omit the IRA, de-
spite its history of terrorism.
Mr. Rubin’s warning that a
resumption of violence would
cause an immediate review,
he said, could add pressure on
it to maintain the cease-fire.

U.S. law makes it a crime to
provide funds or other material
support to the groups named

ednesday, denies visas to
*“aliens abroad who are mem-
bers or representatives’’ of the

oups and requires American
inancial institutions to block
funds under their control that
belong to the groups..

Butg Mr. Rubinpssaid. *“The
goal of this law was more de-
terrence than confiscation.’’

While publication of the list,
as required by the 1996 Anti-
Terrorism Act, brought praise

from many groups, mciuding
the Anti-Defamation League,
questions were raised about
the constitutionality of punish-
ing individuals for supporting
the groups’ lawful activities.

Support for terrorism is
already illegal in the United
States, and the Supreme
Court has rejected efforts to
punish individuals ‘‘for as-
sociating with or sugeponing a
group unless it can be proved
that the person specifically in-
tended to further that group’s
illegal activities,”’ said David
Cole, a law professor at Geor-
getown University.

He also cited a July 10 rul-
ing by the 9th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals in San Fran-
cisco, in a case in which he is
defending immigrants who
provided support for the Pop-
ular Front for the Liberation
of Palestine. The court rejec-
ted a government argument
that there is no First Amend-
ment right to raise funds for a
terrorist organization.

Houeida Saad, the legal di-
rector the American-Arab
Anti-Discrimination Com-
mittee also noted that laws
exist to punish terrorism.

“Criminalizing  political
activity is a dangerous in-
fringement on the efforts of
people throughout the world to
improve their lives,”” he said.

Many of the Middle East-
em grougs have already been
banned from fund raising in
the United States and have had
their assets here seized under
an executive order signed by
President Bill Clinton in 1995
and renewed since then.

These were the organiza-
tions on the list:

ALGERIA — Armed Islamic Group

CAMBODIA — Khmer Rouge

CHILE — Manuel Rodriguez Patri-
ofic Front Dissidents

COLOMBIA — National Liberation
Army; Colombian Revolutionary Armed
Forces

EGYPT — Holy War

GREECE — Revolutionary Organi-
zation 17 November; Revolutionary
People’s Struggle

IRAN — Islamic Group; Mujahidin
Khaiq

ISRAEL — Kach; Kahane Lives

JAPAN — Japanese Red Army; Aum
Shinrikyo

PERU — Shining Path; Tupoc Am-
aru Revolutionary Movement

PAKISTAN — Harckat ul-Ansar
(Supporters Movement)

PHILIPPINES — Abu Sayyaf Group

TURKEY — Kurdish Workers Party;
Revolutionary  People’s Liberation
Party-Front

SPAIN — ETA (Busque Homeland
and Liberty)

SRl LANKA — Liberafion Tigers of
Tamil Eeiom

The foliowing groups operating inthe
Middie East: Abu Nidal Group; Demo-
cratic Front for the Liberotion of Pal-
estine-Hawatmeh Faction; Islamic Re-
sistance Movement (Hamas); Palestine
Islamic Holy War-Shaqagqi Faction; Pai-
estine Liberation Front-Abu Abbas Fac-
tion; Hezboligh; Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine; Popular Fron}
for the Libefution of Paiestine-Generai
Command.
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de I'lrak

17:01 GMT,
10 Octobre

e M. Ecevit pour une présence durable de troupes turques dans le nord

1997

©AFP 1997

ANKARA, 10 oct (AFP) - Le vice-Premier ministre turc, Bulent Ecevit, s'est déclaré
vendredi "en faveur de l'installation de troupes turques dans le nord de I'lrak” contre le
Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, séparatistes kurdes de Turquie), jusqu'a ce que le
gouvernement de Bagdad rétablisse son contréle sur la région.

'.']e suis en faveur du déploiement des troupes turques dans cette région montagneuse
jusqu'a ce que I'Irak recouvre son intégrité", a dit M. Ecevit lors d'une visite a Diyarbakir,
chef-lieu du sud-est anatolien a majorité kurde.

M. Ecevit a expliqué que ce sont les incursions de I'armée turque dans le nord de I'Irak qui
ont permis de "diminuer l'effet négatif sur la Turquie de la vacance d'autorité existant

dans le riord de I'Irak". Mais, a-t-il regretté, "notre présence militaire n'est pas
permanente”.

M. Ecevit, qui est I'un des tenants de le ligne dure en politique étrangére au sein du
gouvernement turc, indiquait par la qu'apres chaque retrait des troupes turques du nord
de I'Irak, les militants du PKK reprennent position petit a petit dans la région, rendant
nécessaire une nouvelle incursion turque.
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L'armée turque méne actuellement une telle opération dans le nord de !'Irak contre les
positions du PKK, qui est en rébellion contre Ankara depuis 1984 et utlhse cette région

- comme base arriére pour mener se ses attaques en territoire turc.

Selon un bilan annoncé vendredi par des militaires, 764 maquisards du PKK ont été tués
au total dans le nord de l'Irak depuis le début de cette incursion le 23 septembre.

Le nord de I'Irak, peuplé en majorité de Kurdes, échappe a lautorlte de Bagdad depuis la
fin de la guerre du Golfe en 1991.

3
i

09:18 GMT,
11 Qctobre
1997

° 10 pefsonn’es tuées dans un accrochage armés entre villageois a I'est

ANKARA, 11 oct (AFP) - Dix personnes ont été tuées et deux autres blessées dans un
accrochage armé entre des habitants de deux villages dans la province de Van (est, .
frontiére avec I'Iran), dt a un conflit sur l'utilisation d'un paturage, a rapporté samedi
I'agence Anatolie.

L'affrontement a éclaté vendredi aprés-midi entre des habitants du village de

Guneyyamac, prés de la localité de Bahcesaray, et du village d'Ermusat prés de la localité
de Catak (province de Van), et duré jusqu'a la matinée de samedi, selon la méme source.

L'utilisation d'un péturage, située dans la zone, par les habitants de ces villages
constituait une pomme de discorde depuis six ans, a indiqué Anatolie.

CE/ob eua

| Dépéche plus récente | Sommaire

i

08:08 GMT,

e sécurité turque et 8 rebelles kurdes tués &
Iest ' RSt R P P

A e i

11 Qctobre - | breee

1997 7

©AFP 1957 °

ANKARA, 11 oct (AFP) - Sept gendarmes turcs, deux membres de la milice
pro-gouvernementale et huit rebelles kurdes du Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan
(PKK, séparatiste) ont été tués lors d'un accrochage armé dans la province de Van (est), a
la frontiere avec I'Iran, a rapporté samedi l'agence Anatolie.

L'affrontement a éclaté alors qu'un groupe de rebelles du PKK tentait d'attaquer vers
02h00 (vendredi 23h00 GMT) le poste de la gendarmerie d' Akcah dans la zone de Baskale
(province de Van), selon la méme source.

Apres l'accrochage armée, les forces de l'ordre ont lancé une opération d'envergure dans
la zone pour retrouver les autres maquisards qui avaient pris la. fuite.

Le 2 octobre, sept militaires turc et deux rebelles kurdes avaient trouvé la mort lors d'une
attaque rebelles contre le poste de la gendarmerie de Sirmali dans la zone de Catak,

également dans la province de Van.

CE/oB t.
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e 150 rebelles du PKK tués par des peshmergas, selon le PDK

(8:51 GMT,
10 Octabre

1007 ANKARA, 10 oct (AFP) - Au total 150 rebelles du PKK ont été tués par des peshmergas

(combattants) du Parti démocratique du Kurdistan (PDK) du chef kurde irakien Massoud
Barzani, allié d'Ankara, dans le nord de l'Irak ol 'armée turque mene actuellement une
incursion contre le PKK, a rapporté la station de radio du PDK, cité par 'agence turque

Anatolie.

©AFP 1997

Ces combats entre rebelles du Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, séparatistes
kurdes de Turquie) et peshmergas du PDK ont eu lieu dans les zones de Binav, Gelideri,
Gare, Berzini, Deri, Mezi et de Berezgil, selon la radio qui émet en Irak du nord. Les
combats ont fait quatre tués dans les rangs du PDK.

Les peshmergas du PDK ont saisi 83 fusils d'assaut Kalachnikov, neuf autres fusils et
plusieurs tonnes de vivres dans ces zones, a ajouté la radio.

La radio a également diffusé un message de M. Barzani a ses peshmergas "qui ont donné
une lecon au PKK de facon a le dissuader d'incendier des villages et d'attaquer des gens
innocents", selon Anatolie.

Selon un bilan annoncé par la chaine de télévison publique TRT, 651 rebelles du PKK ont
été tués, neuf autres capturés et 17 autres se sont rendus aux forces de l'ordre turques
depuis le début de l'incursion dans le nord de I'Trak.

L'incursion turque, declenchée le 23 septembre, a fait suite a de violents combats entre le
PKK et le PDK, devenu allié d’Ankara depuis la précédente intervention de l'armée
turque dans le nord de I'Irak en mai dernier.

Le PKK meéne une rébellion contre Ankara depuis 1984 pour la création d'un Etat kurde
indépendant dans le sud-est de la Turquie a majorité kurde. Cette rébellion et les
opérations de représailles ont fait plus de 26.000 morts en Turquie.

CE/php t.f

e Prés de 850 morts a la suite de l'intervention turque dans le nord de
I'lrak

nﬁlv

0%:15 CMT,
12 Octobre
1997

ANKARA, 12 oct (AFP) - Les troupes turques et leurs alliés irakiens ont tué 797 séparistes
kurdes de turquie et perdu 46 de leurs propres hommes au cours de trois semaines
d'offensive a l'intérieur du territoire irakien, a indiqué dimanche l'agence turque
Anatolie.

7

L'armée turque meéne depuis le 23 septembre une opération dans le nord de I'Irak contre
les positions du PKK, qui est en rébellion contre Ankara depuis 1984 et utilise cette région
comme base arriére pour mener ses attaques en territoire turc.

Le nord de I'Irak, peuplé en majorité de Kurdes, échappe a l'autorité de Bagdad depuis la
fin de la guerre du Golfe en 1991.

ue/php eaf
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Le Conseil de I'Europe,
un sommet inutile

La France accueille, vendredi 10 et
samedi 11 octobre a Strasbourg, le
deuxidme sommet du Conseil de
IEurope, quatre ans aprés celui de
Vienne. Jacques Chirac, le premier
jour, et Lionel Jospin, le second, pré-
sideront les travaux des chefs d’Etat
et de gouvernement des quarante
pays membres de I’organisation,
auxquels se sont ajoutés ceux de
Géorgie, d’'Arménie, d’Azerbaidjan
et de Bosnie-Herzégovine, tous
quatre candidats a Yadhésion. Au-
dela de Yintérét que présentent les
multiples téte-a-téte prévus, on est
en droit de s’interroger sur les re-
tombées pour l'avenir de linstitu-

- tion d’'un ballet diplomatique d’'une
telle ampleur.

Pour Pierre Moscovici, ministre
délégué aux affaires européennes, il
s’agit de donner une « seconde jeu-
nesse au Conseil de I'Europe », afin
qu'il n’ait pas cette «sensation in-
Juste de ne pas trouver sa place dans
le concert des institutions ». A
I'ombre de 'Union européenne (UE)
depuis des lustres, il est désormais
concurrencé, voire dépassé, par
I'OSCE (Organisation pour la sécuri-
té et la coopération en Europe) dans
le domaine de la défense des droits
de 'homme. )

La maigreur des résultats atten-
dus suscite des doutes sur la réussite
de Fopération lancée par Paris sous
le gouvernement précédent. Annexé
A la résolution finale (quatre pages
consacrées 2 la défense des libertés
individuelles, I'abolition de la peine
de mort et la lutte contre le racisme
et le terrorisme), un plan d’action va
étre adopté lors du sommet. I re-
prend en quatre autres pages les
thémes précédents, en y ajoutant la
volonté des Quarante d’interdire le
clonage d’étres humains, de lutter
contre la corruption et la toxicoma-
nie et de définir une « nouvelle stra-
tégie de cohésion sociale ». En moins
de vingt lignes, il est demandé a

- Pexécutif du Conseil de 'Europe de
créer « une unité spécialisée dans
Pobservation, la comparaison et I'ap-
proche des problémes liés a la cohé-
sion sociale ».

L’organisme de Strasbourg est
passé maitre dans 'incantation et,
surtout, dans I'art de s’en contenter.
Pas un sou supplémentaire au bud-
get annuel (autour de 1 milliard de
francs depuis des années, soit cing
cents fois moins que celui de
I'Union européenne) n’est prévt
pour relever le défi du chdmage et
de Pemploi.

Déja en 1989, apiés la chute du .
‘mur de Berlin et I'implosion du
blpc communiste;le Conseil de

I'Europe s’était lancé ‘téte baissée

_ dansla course 2 Pélargissement. En.

I'espace de moins dé huit ans, il a
accueilli dix-sept nouveaux Etats
membres, sans augmenter sés
moyens financiers, ni méme songer
a des.réformes structurelles. Par
une formule diplomatique uséé

: Jusqu’é Ia cbrde ‘Iés chefs d’Etat et

de gouvemement vont inviter leurs
ministrés &' « entreprendre les ré-
formes structurelles nécessaires pour

adapter I’orgamsat;on 4 ses-nou--

velles missions: ét a-sa composition
élargie ét pour améhorer son proces-
sus de décision ».

Au)ourd'hul, 1a fuite en:avant se
place surle terrain de la diversifica-
tion des activités, « Le Conseil de
PEudrope a vocatmn a s’occuper de

" tout, sauf de- défense », affirme sans
sourciller un dxplomate frangais.

Alors la « Grande Europe » ~ ainsi
est. pompeusement appelée Pinsti-
tution par ses responsables - veut
parler de tout (et de rien), dans sa
recherche constante de paraitre, de
faire concurrence a 'UE. Les auto-
rité€s de Strasbourg ont méme son-
gé a inscrire'a I'ordre du jour la dé-

. fense de la vie privée contre les

.excés de la presse. Mais le temps-a

manqué entre le déces accidentel .

de Dl,ana Spencer et la tenue du
sommet,z

'Pourtant, il serait tellement plus
simple, plus crédible, | pour exister

de faire ce pour quoi on est fait : la

protection des droits de ’homme -
et le respect des principes démo-. .

cratiques. C’est au plus fort de la
crise tchétchéne que le Conseil de
I'Europe a accuejlli 1a Russie. A

Tépoque (l’adhésmn est intervenue y
le. 6-février 1996) beatcoup de .

hauts. responsables dénongaient en

“privé cette aberration. Mais la vo-.
lonté de jouer dans la cour des

grands dans la sphére géopoli-
tique, P'a emporté sur le bon sens.

Seul Peter Leuprecht, alors secré-
taire général adjoint de I'organisa-
tion, a dénoncé publiquement

Topération. Dommage qu’il Pait

fait un an aprés l'entrée de Mos--

cou, aumoment de fairé valoir ses -
.dr01ts Alaretraite. o
..Certes, 1a Cour européenne des -

dronts de 'homme parvient A corri-

_ ger, ici et 13, les errements de Stras-

bourg méme 'si de longues années
de procédure sont encore néces-

saires pour qu’un c1toyen euro- .

Ppéen puisse obtenir réparation de
son gouvernement. Mais il a fallu
attendre I'avis de la Commission de
Bruxelles sur I’élargissement a
PEurope centrale et orientale pour

VENDREDI 10 OCTOBRE 1997

fe Nionde

qu’une institution européenne re-

.1¢ve les manquements au respect

des libertés fondamentales en
Roumanie et en Slovaquie, toutes
deux membres de I'organisation.

SCHIZOPHRENIE

L'écart entre Paffirmation des
principes et la réalité s’apparente 2
la schizophrénie dans le cas turc. Il
ne se passe pas un mois sans que
les  juges de Strasbourg
condamnent Ankara pour atteintes
aux droits de Phoimme. A la fin sep-
tembre, il ont sanctionné I’Etat turc
aprés queé des gendarmes eurent
torturé trois personnes d’origine
kurde et violé un jeune fille de dix-
sept ans. Pour autant, rien n’empé-
chera Mesut Yilmaz, premier mi-
nistre turc, d’étre regu selon les
honneurs dus A son rang. Que di-
rait-on siI'UE et ses Etats membres

Xe prenaient pas au sérieux un ar-

rét de 1a Cour de justice de Luxem-
bourg ?

Contre l’av1s de Ia France, qul'
avait finalement raili€ la position
de ses parteriaires, le Conseil de
I’Europe était allé chercher les
Etats-Unis en lui accordant un sta-
tut d’observateur, pour faire
contrepoids aux Russes qui s’ap-
prétaient a rejoindre I’organisa-
tion. Prenant leur participation au
sérieux, les Américains viennent de
demander la suspension de la

. Croatie, considérant que le régime

de Franjo Tudjman ne respecte pas
les droits de ’homme en général et

i les dispositions des accords de
- Dayton en particulier (Ie Monde du

24 septembre). Les responsables

européens, la présidence frangaise- .
. en téte, ont alors crié & I« ingé-

rence »!

lly apeude chances que ce genre
de dossier soit traité, ni méme évo-
qué lors du sommet de Strasbourg,”
dont le caractére solennel et proto-
colaire I'emportera sur la réalité, Le:
Conseil de PEurope a presque deux
ans devant lui pour se féliciter du
succes de la conférence strasbour-
geoise et préparer la prochaine
rencontre des chefs d'Etat et de-
gouvernement, qui célébrera son
50¢ anniversaire le 5 mai 1999 & Bu-' :
dapest. Et aprés ? :

Marecel Scotto
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[raqi leaders say PKK is source of
concern for Iraq as well as Turkey

Iraqi trade minister says Turkish policies
are isolating southeastern Turkey and
northern Iraq thus helping demands

for an independent Kurdish state

fLNUR CEVIK
Baghdad/Ankara - Turkish Daily News

® Two prominent Iraqi leaders stressed that their
country feels that Kurdish separatism is a threat,

not only for Turkey, but also for Iraq, and called

on Ankara to cooperate with Baghdad againsi the
terrorist PKK.

Iraq’s new intelligence chief, Rafi Daham
Mijvel Al-Tikriti, the former ambassador to
Ankara, and Trade Minister Dr. Muhammed
Mehdi Saleh, in separate interviews
with the Turkish Daily News in the
Iragi capital last week, said the
only way Kurdish separatism can
be effectively halted is through
the return of northern Iraq to
Baghdad’s sovereignty.

Al-Tikriti said both the
Kurdistan Democrat Party
(KDP), led by Mesoud
Barzani, and the Patriotic
Union of Kurdistan,
(PUK) headed by Jalal
Talabani, are weak and
thus the Kurdistan
Warkers' Party (PKK)

is finding a breeding ground in northern Iraq among the people of
the area.

“The PKX has exploited the lack of authority in northern Iraq
and has managed to present itself as an alternative both to the
PUK and the KDP. The PKK has started to attract grassroots sup-
port. It is much stronger in the region than many people believe,”
Al-Tikriti stressed.

Al-Tikriti’s claims were confirmed by Turkish sources who
have been gresem in northemn Iraq for the past 17 years. The
sources, who asked not to be named, said in recent months the
KDP, which controls most of northemn Iraq had acquired more
money from Turkey and the United Nations through the food-for-
oil deal and was using this on public works in the area. However,
this did not prevent the PKK from spreading its influence especial
ly among the local Kurds, the sources said.

“The PKK is a nightmare and will remain a nightmare for us in
the future. So Turkey and Iraq have mutual interests in dealing
with it. We have no contacts with the PKK and we decline to talk
to them. These men are radicals. The Iraqi Kurdish groups are
very moderate compared to the PKK,” Al-Tikriti said.

Al-Tikriti said there were very serious clashes between the
Turkish military forces who have entered northern Iraq recently
and the PKK. He said that the KDP had not been successful in
containing the PKK. Al-Tikriti said that according to Iraqi intelli-

Irag’s new
intelligence chief,
Rafi Daham Mijvel
Al-Tikriti

gence reports there were heavy casualties on all sides.

He said the PKK is receiving backing from Iran and Syria as
well as Talabani. “In the latest fighting the PKK has been obtain-
ing logistic support from the PUK,” he charged.

Mutual interests

Iraq’s trade minister had tougher words about northern Iraq. He
said the current Turkish military incursion in the area was “highly
costly and a waste of time.” o

“When we were in control of northern Iraq we did not allow
problems to develop that would be harmful to Turkey. Are your
borders secure under the current arrangement in northern Iraq?
Can you enjoy the safety in this area that you used to? We say it is
worse than before,” Trade Minister Dr. Saleh said. ,

The minister said Iraq feels that the policies of the Turkish gov-
ernment are leading to “isolation of your southeastern regions as
well as northern Iraq. It is helping the independence demands of
Kurdish groups in southeastern Turkey. Kurdish groups are talk-
ing about independence in Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey. Their ulti-
mate goal is to establish a state. There was no way to achieve this
when northern Iraq was controlled by us before the sanctions.”

The minister said Turkey was misled by the United States.
“You closed the pipeline and joined the sanctions. You lost 33 bil-
lion dollars in the process.”

October 13, 1997 Turkish Daily News
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[srael army

chief to push tank

deal in Turkey

Shahak’s visit is a _
further sign of deepening’
military cooperation -
between the two countries

Ankara - TDN with wire dispatches

m Israel’s army chief will try to per-
suade Turkey during a two-day offi-
cial visit to replace its armoured
vehicles with Israeli Merkava III
tanks, the Jerusalem Post newspaper
reported on Sunday. '

According to Reuters, the army
said Maj Gen. Amnon Shahak
arrived in Ankara on Sunday for
meetings with Turkey’s president,
prime minister and army chief.

Shahak, due to return to Israél on
Wednesday, visited the mausoleum
of Atatiirk. the founder of the

. .. Turkish Republic, on Sunday right

after his arrival to Ankara.
“Army Chief Amnon Lipkin

Shahak left this moming to Turkey

for a reciprocal visit at the invitation

‘ _ of his counterpart, Gen. Ismail

Karadayi who was a guest of the
Israeli Army last February,” an army
spokeswoman said. o
She said she was checking the
Israeli newspaper report according to
which Shahak would lobby Ankara
to produce the Merkava Il — one of
the world’s most advanced tanks —
under license from Israel as part of a
wide-ranging modernization drive in
Turkesy's military. o :
U.S. magazine Janes Defence .
Weekly reported last month that
Israel’s Sibat is competing with

French, German, American, Italian"
. and Russian defense firms for the N
-Turkish contract which would initial- -

“Turkish Dally News

October 13, 1997

ly be for about 1,000 vehicles.
- - Turkey signed a military accord

- with Israel in 1995 allowing Israeli

jets to carry out training flights in -
Turkey’s air space. Shahak’s visit
was a further sign of deepening mili-
tary cooperation between the two
countries.

The agreement and a planned joint
naval exercise between Turkey,
Israel and the United States have
drawn protests from Iran and several
Arab states.

The exercise had been scheduled
for November in the eastern
Mediterranean but may be post-
poned.

Iran and Syria slammed the exer-
cise as a threat to regional security.
Ankara said the maneuver was
delayed at Washington’s request
because of “heavy naval activities”
and would be held in the next three
months. ‘

A

I';]ﬁig; :

0851 GMT, | ==

13 Qctobre -
S 1997

QAFP 1997 .

de la matinée.

militaire.

l'agence.

ue/hc/pb eaf

ANKARA, 13 oct (AFP) - Les troupes turques dé?lbyéés pour combattre les séparatistes
kurdes dans le nord de I'Irak depuis la fin septembre ont commencé lundi leur retrait, a
annoncé l'agence Anatolie.

Selon l'agence, 20 chars et véhicules blindés ont regagné la Turquie aux premiéres heures

Les troupes turques et leurs alliés du Parti démocratique du Kurdistan (PDK) de Massoud

Barzani ont tué 816 rebelles du Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, séparatiste) en

trois semaines de combats dans le nord de 1Trak, selon Anatolie qui cite un responsable

Quinze soldats turcs ont également été tués et 58 blessés, selon ce responsable.

Anatolie avait indiqué samedi que 35 peshmergas du PDK avaient également été tués.
.Les unités turques restantes, sur un total de quelque 15.000 accompagnées de plus d'une

centaine de chars qui avaient pénétré dans le nord de I'Irak le 23 septembre, rentreront en
Turquie aprés avoir terminé leurs opérations

de nettoyage contre le PKK, a indiqué
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Cribune

ASHINGTON — The

French oil company Total,
the Russian company
and the Malaysian y Pet-

tonas recently signed a $2 billion
contract with Iran to explore its
South Pars offshore gas field. The
dea], strongly endorsed by the
French, Malaysian and Russian
governments, is a direct chal-
lenge to the U.S. law that orders
sanctions on any companies that
do big energy business with Iran.
Here is my guess at what
Madeleine Albright and Bill
Clinton are saying to each other.

Clinton:  ** t a mess.
France, Russia and Malaysia all
together in one deal to stick a
finger in my eye. Jacques Chirac
just won’t forgive me for not
giving France that southern com-
mand of NATO, and he’s using
this to get his revenge. Jacques
Chirac — that guy is the Janet
Reno of diplomacy. With allies
like him, who needs enemies?”’

Albright: “‘Sure, what does
France care? Iranian terrorists
aren’t attacking their troops in
Saudi Arabia. They don’t
threaten Russians or Malaysi-
ans. WhatI'dreally love todo is
sell Iran some long-range mis-
siles with the targeting already
programmed to hit Paris, Mos-
cow and Kuala Lumpur. Then

MONDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1997

Agence France-Presse
ANKARA — The U.S. State De-
ent’s coordinator for Cyprus,
ﬁomas Miller, arrived here Sunday
for tatks with Turkish officials starting
Monday on advancing peace efforts

on the divided island.
- President Bill Clinton’s special en-
voy for Cyprus, Richard Holbrooke,

also was expected to arrive in the
Turkish capital to lead the U.S. team in
the talks, erican sources said. Mr.
Holbrooke will be making his first
visit to Ankara since his appointment
as envoy for Cyprus earlier this year.

Mr. Miller will travel to Athens
after the meetings in Ankara, but Mr.

U.S. Aide in Turkey for Talks on Cyprus

Holbrooke will not take part in those
talks, a State Department spokesman,
James Rubin, announced in Wash-
ington on Friday.

““Let me emphasize, this is not a
negotiation,”” Mr. Rubin said. ‘‘This
is a continuation of discussions.”’

Cyprus has been divided since Tur-
key invaded the northern third of the
island in 1974 in reaction to a coup in
Nicosia aimed at uniting the island
with Greece.

The Turkish Cypriots set up a
breakaway republic in 1983, but the
entity is recognized only by Ankara,
:lv]hich maintains about 35,000 troops

ere.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1997

An Opportunity for Iran, and Necessary
Pain for Some Others

we could say to o1 Jacques:
‘Hey, Jacques, it’s just busi-
ness, you know, nothing per-
sonal. We’re just trying to make
a few bucks, and by the way,
we're still out of Iran’s missile
range and you’re not anymore.
But we’ll hold your coat while
you do something about it.” "’
Clinton: *‘That would make
my day. But we can’t. So what
do we do? If we impose the
sanctions on these oil compa-
nies, their governments will just
sanction our cormpanies, and
we’ll be in a trade war. Butif we
waive the sanctions, Al D’Am-
ato will scream that we’'re
wimps. On top of that, Mobil
and Conoco, which 1 barred
from doing business in Iran, are
going to demand whatever we
give the French or Russian oil
companies.’’

Albright: *“Let’s face it, our
Iran policy is coming apart. We
need an adjustment. Here’s
what I’m thinking. )

“‘First, we have to impose
our sanctions on Total, Gaz-
prom and Petronas, even
though none of them has much
business in the United States to
sanction. They have to feel our

ain. We would have no cred-
1bility if we didn’t.

“‘But we also won’t have any
credibility if we don’t test

Iragi-based anti-Iranian terror-

By Thomas L. Friedman
whether this new president of
Iran, Mohammed Khatami, who

was elected by a landslide pre-
cisely because the Iranian public
thought he would be a moderate,
can forge a different relationship
with us. Some people say
Khatami is just a puppet, and the
bad guys are still in charge.
Some say he’s for real.

“Let’s find out. Let’s sanc-
tion the oil companies but an-
nounce at the same time that we
will review the sanctions in six
months. We’ll watch to see if
there is any change in Iran’s
hostile behavior. If there is, we
will consider waiving the sanc-
tions. This, way we give the
Europeans, Iran and the oil
companies an incentive to show
that is changing, and we
also show we are serious about
responding to change.’’

linton: ‘‘Do you think the
Iranians saw the signal you sent
Wednesday?”’

Albright: ““The U.S. press
missed it, but the Iranians
won’t. When the State Depart-
ment issued its list Wednesday
of ‘foreign terrorist organiza-
tions’ that Americans cannot
support, {rou can bet the first
thing the Iranians did was look
for their own groups. Imagine
their surprise when they saw
that I also put on the list the

ist group Mujahidin Khalq.

““The Iranians will get the
point. We’ve just made it illegal
for Americans to support the
Mujahidin — a group dedicated
to overthrowing the Iranian
government. We also approved
that gas pipeline from Turk-
menistan to Turkey, via Iran.
Those are enough signals from
us. It’s time for Tehran to send
some back.”’

Clinton: ‘‘Look, I'm dubious
about Khatami’s prospects. I
fear that Iran is like the Soviet
Union — a totalitarian system
that can’t be reformed. It either

“stays as it is or crumbles. I also

fear that even if the so-called
moderates in Iran do respond,
the extremists will kill some
Americans just to prevent any
rapprochement.

*‘Still, it’s worth atry. Witha
normal relationship with Iran
we could do a lot: counterbal-
ance Russia and China’s influ-
ence in Central Asia, help Israel
and be much more effective at
isolating Iraq. So we might as
well use this mess with France
and the oil companies to test,
Khatami.

‘‘Hey, when you've got lem-
ons, make lemonade.’’

The New York Times
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Le Kurdistan irakien demeure le théatre
des rivalites locales et régionales

L'armée turque y pourthasse a nouveau les séparatistes kurdes du PKK

Au vingtiéme jour d’'une nouvelle incursion de  bre, que les trdupes d'Ankara et leurs alliés du v'ailieurs du Kurdistan (PKK) turc, qui utilise le

I'armée turque dans le Kurdistan irakien,
I'agence Anatolie a annoncé, dimanche 12 octo-

SI 'on croyait le gouvernement
d’Ankara sur parole, il ne devrait
plus y avoir un seul milicien du Par-
ti des travailleurs kurdes (PKK) turc
dans le nord de I'Irak. En deux

ANALYSE
Dans une guerre
sans témoin, Parmée

turque peut affirmer
ce que bon lui semble

temps, du 14 mai a la finjuin
d’abord, a partir du 23 septembre
ensuite, 'armée turque affirme
avoir tué plus de trois mille rebelles
kurdes turcs dans le nord de I'Irak.
. Un chiffre aussi impressionnant
que le nombre de troupes enga-
gées : trente mille A la mi-mai, vingt
mille cette fois-ci. L’aviation, les
chars, les véhicules blindés ont par-
ticipé aux deux opérations a la de-
mande et avec I'appui local des
combattants du Parti démocratique
du Kurdistan (PDK) irakien de Mas-
soud Barzani. L’armée turque a
commencé 3 retirer ses troupes
lundi 13 octobre.

Mardi 30 septembre, l'agence
anatolienne de presse affirmait que
Parmée turque s’était emparée de la
principale base des séparatistes du
PKK, dans la région de Zab, tou-
jours dans le Kurdistan irakien.
Etrange: bégaiement .de la guerre
lorsqu’on sait que le 21 mai déja, le
haut commandement militaire turc
annongait avoir capturé ce méme

quartier général du PKK... Dans une.

guerre sans témoins, interdite aux
journalistes et aux photographes,
I'armée turque peut affirmer ce que
bon lui semble. Seuls des recoupe-
ments et des contradictions inhé-
rentes au discours turc permettent,
a posteriori, de mettre en doute la
teneur des affirmations.

Le fait est patent, confirmé par
une source Kurde irakienne: le
PKK, dont la rigueur de I'encadre-
ment tient du pire stalinisme
-méme si son idéologie n'est pas

marxiste - est présent dans le nord
de P'Irak escarpé et difficile a
contrdler. L’armée irakienne s'y est
maintes fois rompu les os avant la
guerre du Golfe. L’armée turque,
qui a lancé quatre cpérations d’en-
vergure depuis 1992, n’a pas réussi
alen déloger. :

Les peshmergas du PKK re-
prennent le terrain conquis lorsque
les soldats turcs sont repartis. Quel-
ques petites dizaines de Kurdes ira-
kiens se sont méme enrdlés dans
les rangs de cette organisation, sé-

«duits par un jusqu’auboutisme sé-
paratiste qui s’est totalement -

émoussé au. sein des formations
kurdes irakiennes, sauf lorsqu’il
s’agit de se faire la guerre entre
elles.

Le conflit entre les deux princi-
paux partis kurdes irakiens, le PDK
et 'Union patriotique du Kurdistan
(UPK) de Jalal Talabani, profite au
PKK -d'une autre maniére aussi: le
PDK le pourchasse, mais 'UPK,
tout en affirmant ne pas I’aider, re-
fuse de s’engager dans un conflit de
plus, dont elle n’a rien a gagner.
Cette « neutralité » est en outre
une carte entre les mains de M. Ta-
labani, dans le contexte des rivalités
locales et régionales qui s’expri-
ment dans cette région, ol 'UPK et
le PDK respectent, le doigt sur la
détente, un cessez-le-feu concluily
aprés d’'un an. -

Le 31octobre 1996, un accord

était conclu a Ankara, entre FUPK
et le PDK, sous 'égide des Etats-

Unis, et avec la participation de la

Turquie et de la Grande-Bretagne,
prévoyant Parrét d’hostilités extré-
mement meurtriéres —2 500 morts

.depuis mai 1994 - entre les deux

formations kurdes irakiennes. Dé-
clenché a propos de la monopolisa-
tion par le PDK des recettes doua-
ni¢res de la contrebande a la
frontiére turque (1 million
200 000 dollars par jour selon

PUPK), le conflit s’était envenimé

en aofit 1996, lorsque le PDK fit ap-
pel a Parmée irakienne pour Paider
3 venir & bout de 'UPK. Celle-ci a

-Parti démocratique du Kurdistan irakien affir-
ment avoir tué 797 membres du Parti des tra-  attaqués en territoire turc.

. été chassée d’Erbil, « capitale » du
" Kurdistan.

En vertu de Paccord du 31octo-
bre, la Turquie marquait des points
dans le nord de I'Irak. Outre la for-
mation d’'une Force de surveillance
du cessez-le-feu formée d’Assy-
riens et de Turcomans (Irakiens
d’origine turque), Ankara obtenait
du PDK et de ’'UPK la garantie de 1a
sécurité de sa frontiere. L'accord
prévoyait d’autre part des négocia-
tions entre les deux partis pour le

] Zone de  peuplement kurde

réglement du conflit qui les oppose.

Laborieuses, minées par la mau- -

vaise foi de chacune des deux for-
mations kurdes, deux séances de

négociations inter-kurdes ne s’en

sont pas moins tenues a Ankara

en novembre et janvier. La troi--

siéme, prévue le 14 mai, a été torpil-
lée par le lancement le méme jour
de Popération militaire turque dans
le nord de I'Irak. A la différence de
la Turquie, qui s’accommoderait
bien d’un retour de I’armée ira-
kienne dans le Kurdistan, les Etats-
Unis s’emploient & empécher un re-
gain de pouvoir du gouvernement
irakien et de I'lran dans cette ré-
gion, A la faveur de I'instabilité qui
y régne. Car I'Iran, auquel est ados-
sée la partie du Kurdistan irakien

Kurdistan irakien comme base arrigre pour ses

contrflée par I'UPK, cherche a y
étendre son influence. Washington
a tenté de recoller les morceaux en
invitant en juillet M. Barzani et
M. Talabani 2 se rendre & Washing-
ton, mais le premier a décliné P'invi-
tation. M. Talabani, que.la Turquie
accusait de soutenir le PKK, en col-
lusion avec I'Iran, a ensuite été requ
a Ankara. Les autorités turques,
dans I'espoir de le gagner a1a cause
de la lutte contre le PKK, lui ont
proposé I'ouverture d’'un corridor

commercial reliant 1a ville de Sou-
leimaniyé, qu'il contrdle, a la ville
frontaliere turque de Silopi. Ce cor-
ridor, qui passe par le « territoire »
du PDK, serait protégé par la Force
de surveillance du cessez-le-feu. .

Toutes ces gesticulations n’ont
pas fait avancer d’un iota le régle-
ment du conflit entre le PDK et
I'UPK. Une nouvelle réunion qui
s’est tenue a Londres les 6 et 7 oc-
tobre, toujours sous I'égide des.
Etats-Unis, n’a rien donné. Bulent
Ecevit, le vice-premier ministre
turc, a réclamé une « installation » -
de troupes turques dans le nord de,
VIrak « jusqu’a ce que I'Irak recouvre
son intégrité ».

Mouna Naim

84




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

Iran Loosens Up a Bit

As Power Shifts, Fun Makes a Comeback

By Douglas Jehl

New York Times Service

TEHRAN — There are people here
who remember the New City as
Tehran’s red-light district, crawling
with gamblers, pimps, addicts and the
patrons of its several brothels, none of
which ever raised a blink from Shah
Mohammed Reza Pahlavi.

Of course, the revolution of 1979
brought an abrupt end to the shah’s reign
and to such un-Islamic diversions. The
strict social restrictions imposed since
then have hindered even healthy forms
of recreation, particularly in south
Tehran, a gritty and often stifling quarter
whose poverty is not easy to escape.

It was Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
who once gloomily declared, ‘‘There is
no fun in [slam.”” But a new spirit has
seized the Iranian capital since the elec-
tion in May of a new president, Mo-
hammed Khatami.

It may be nowhere more in evidence
than in what is now Razi Park, where the
former site of dens of sin has been
transformed into a vast public space with
gardens, an artificial lake, bumper cars
and even the occasional in-line skater.

Asked what she expected from Mr.
Khatami and his government, a mother
of two who was among the recent visitors
flashed a wicked grin from beneath her
black chador and said, “‘More fun!”’

**Next, I want toride a bike,’’ said the
woman, Afanseh Khani, 31, offering the
clear suggestion that she has put up long
enough with rigid rules like those that
bar women from bicycling in public lest
they arouse male lust.

The New City was tom down by
revolutionaries who regarded it as a

symbol of the worst of Westemn culture.
But the wreckage sat untouched for well
over a decade until the municipal gov-
ernment found the money to transform it
into the biggest and newest of the 600
parks it has built in the last eight years as
part of an effort to restore some green
areas to what has become a sprawling,
smog-choked capital.

Since the day last month when Mr.
Khatami himself presided over an open-
ing ceremony, Razi Park has become a
magnet for people who say they agree
with the new president that there is room
in Islam for more personal space.

‘“‘We need a good and healthy so-
ciety, not a society with too much re-
striction and dictatorship, and not one
with too much freedom either,’’ said
Shahin Ahmedi, 41, who sat among a
group of well-cloaked women but was
watching with tolerance as a teenage
girl broke another taboo — for females
—- by lighting up a cigarette.

In wealthier north Tehran, near the
base of the Elburz Mountains, resident$
have long had leafy areas to flock to,
while those who can afford it have been
able to escape the city and its prying eyes
on weekends. Behind closed doors are

arties where people dance to forbidden
estern music and drink forbidden al-
cohol that some even 1produce at home;

But since the revolution, the chance
to play in public has been constrained by
a long list of restrictions, including
those that forbid women from appearing
unless they are properly covered, mean:
ing at minimum a tightly bound scarf
and long raincoat.

Any transgression — an unmarried
couple, for example, out together for a
stroll — always carries the risk of de-
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tection and punishment, sometimes
even a night or two in jail.

But gradually, some of those rules are
being loosened, so that it is no longer
uncommon 1o see young women wear-
ing makeup, which was previously
banned, or sporting platform shoes and
varnished toenails beneath their cloaks.

The appetite for more freedoms is
apparent even in south Tehran, with its
reputation for conservatism. Among
those who found a quiet park bench one
recent evening was a young couple who
freely admitted to being unmarried and
declined only to provide last names.

““If people expect that women are
going to be allowed to walk out in the
street uncovered, that’s not going to
ha[()f)en, because that’s not our culture,”
said the young man, Amin, 26, a gov-
ernment employee. Then he pointed to
himself and Mogjann, 22, a university
student, and said, ‘ ‘But who’s to say that
there’s something wrong with this?”’

There is no doubt that the victory of
Mr. Khatami has left some Iranians feel-
ing bolder. But some of Mr. Khatami’s
opponents have also been active. In the
city of Isfahan, a five-hour drive south
of Tehran, there have been disturbances
near the Imam Mosque against the city’s
chief cleric, Ayatollah Jalaleddin Ta-
heri, whom the protesters fault for ap-

inting a substitute Friday prayers

eader they consider too liberal.

Ayatollah Taheri, who supports Mr.
Khatami, has blamed the protests on
disgruntlement in the wake of the elec-
tions. But in a statement addressed to
him, the radical group Ansar e-Hezbol-
lah — or Supporters of the Party of God
— described the objections as rooted in
Iran’s religious doctrine and warned,
‘“We are going to fight to the end.”’

A= e Le PKK menace de propager ses actions en Turquie
213 GMT,
13 Octobre : A
o D’IYARBAKIR (Turqt,ue), 15 oct (AFP) - Le Parti des Travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK,
séparatiste) a menacé de nouveau de propager ses actions meurtriéres en Turquie si le
OAEP 1997 || gouvernement turc n‘ouvre pas un dialogue "avec les représentants des Kurdes" de

Turquie.

Turquie, lors d'une émission mardi soir de la Med-Tv qui émet en Europe et est captée en

Ou l'Etat. turc négociera avec les représentants des Kurdes et instaurera un ordre
démocratique pour assurer la paix, ou Turcs et Kurdes régleront ce probleme en créant des
fissures dans l'appareil de 1'Etat", a affirmé le "commandant pour la province de
Méditerranée du PKK", Semdin Sakik.

"Nos r(?‘sserv'es s'installeront dans toutes les montagnes de la Turquie pour propager nos
actions” a d'autres régions, a-t-il indiqué a partir d'un studio de la Med-Tv, chaine de
télévision satellitaire, controlée par le PKK.

Ce ne seront pas uniquement les guérilleros du PKK mais ceux des forces unifiées,
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turques, kurdes et arabes. Nous allons créer des zones libérées”, a-t-il poursuivi, sans autre
précision. L 4

En septembre, les autorités avaient indiqué que 1e PKK, en rébellion armée contre Ankara,
tentait, en collaboration avec plusieurs groupes clandestins d'extréme- -gauche, de

s 1mplanter dans la région de la mer Noire (nhord) en sortant du terrain classique du
sud-est, ot il subit la forte pression des forces de I'ordre, dans une tentative de diversifier
son champ d'action.

Depuis samedi, quatre militaires et trois civils turcs ont été tués et deux Bulgares
travaillant pour une exploitation miniére turque ont été enlevés dans les’ provmceq de
Giresun (sur la mer Noire) et de Tokat, au sud de eresun

Ces actions, qui rappellent les méthodes utilisées dans le sud-est anatolien, sont attribuées
au PKK.

Semdin Sakik a également appelé I'armée turque & un "dialogue”. "Nous tenterons de
mobiliser les forces démocratiques du pays. Nous appelons 'armée au dialogue-et au bon
sens. Si I'armée continue de nous attaquer, nous riposterons", a- t-il dit.

Selon lui, des généraux de l'armée turque et leur famille flbulent maintenant parmi les
objectifs du PKK.II a également menacé les hommes d'affaires a propos d'éventuels
investissements dans le sud-est anatolien & majorité kurde: "Pour procéder a des
investissements, il faut qu'ils obtlennent notre accord, sinon, ils flgureront parmi nos
objectifs".
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‘Combats interkurdes en Irak

Ala dippérence de 96, Bagdad est beaucoup moins impliqué.

En dépit des pressions
exercées par Washington,

-Londres et Ankara pour obte-

nir I'arrét des combats, la guer-
re fratricide entre les deux
principales formations kurdes
irakiennes a repris depuis lun-
di dans le nord de 'Irak (qui

“échappe Al'autorité de Bagdad

Les quatre
puissances
régionales
—Iran,
Turguie, Irak
et Syrie —,
hostiles A
Vidée d’un
Kurdistan

depuis février 1991),
principalementlelong:
de la ligne de démar-
cation séparant ces
deux factions. Parleur
intensité, ces affronte-
ments rappellent ceux
d’aoiit-septembre

PDK, se profilent les intéréts
d’Ankara, dont 'armée pour-
suit depuis une vingtaine de
jours une nouvelle opéra-
tion d’envergure mobilisant
quelque 20000 hommes dans
le nord de I'Trak, visant a dé-
truire les bases arriére du Par-
ti des travailleurs du Kurdis-

kurdes de Turquie).
De son c6té, 'UPK est
soutenue par I'Iran et
la Syrie, hostiles a la

gion voulue par Anka-
ra et Washington.

1996 qui s'étaient sol-  unifié, attisent - [ precédent conflit

dés par des milliers de
morts et une nette

_ avancée du Parti démocratique

du Kurdistan (PDK, de Mas-
soud Barzani), obtenue avec
P'appui de 'armée irakienne,
au détriment def'organisation
rivale, I'Union patriotique
du Kurdistan (UPK, de7Jalal
Talabani).

Une nouvelle fois, les quatre.,

puissances régionales — Iran,
Turquie, Irak et Syrie —, radica-
lement hostiles a I'idée d’un
Kurdistan unifié, attisent a
leur maniere ce conflit, méme
si Bagdad, a la différence de
Yan dernier, semble beaucoup
moins impliqué. Derriere le

le confiit
. interkunle

s'était terminé par l'ac-

cord & Ankara, le
31 octobre 1996, parrainé par
les Etats-Unis, la Grande-Bre-
tagne et la Turquie. Il devait
étre suivi d’autres rencontres et
déboucher sur la formation
d’un gouvernement de coali-

_tion. L'échec des pourparlers

de Londres, les 6 et 7 octobre,
estalorigine delareprisedela
guerre L3, Jalal Talabani avait
exigé de nouveau que les droits
de douanes prélevés par le
PDK au poste-frontiere de Ha-
bour — ot transitent chaque
jour plus d’un millier de ca-
mionsallant en Irak —lui soient

tan (PKK, séparatistes-

stabilisation de la ré- -

fuse Barzani. Pour empécherla
reprise d’un conflit menagant
la pax americana dans la ré-
gion, Washington a octroyé
4 millions de dollars pour1997
a Padministration de la zone
controlée par 'UPK. Malgré
cette aide et I'intérét que luia
récemment témoigné le Dé-
partement d’Etat—ila été recu.
a Washington par le numéro
trois américain—, Talabani
avait menacé de relancer la
guerre s’il n’obtenait pas
satisfaction.

Pour Kendal Nezan, président
delInstitut kurde de Paris, Té-
héran, hostile 2 Ankara depuis
la chute du gouvernement isla-
miste d’Erbakan et soucieux de

contrer Washington, a joué

les boutefeux. Régulierement,
le PDK affirme que Téhéran,
non content de prodiguer
armes et munitionsa la faction.
ennemie, lui envoie des soldats
déguisés en peshmergas. Les
maquisards du PKK, favo- -
rables a Jalal Talabani qui tolére
leurs bases dans les régions
quil contréle, ont reconnu
participer aussia la guerre. lls
le font d’autant plus volontiers
que les hommes de Barzani
participent aux opérationsde

traque de Parmée turque.®
pour moitié reversés, cequere- -

JEAN-PIERRE PERRIN
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Turkish Daily News

Yilmaz to seek support in Paris

Having already met with French Prime Minister
Lionel Jospin in Strasbourg, Yilmaz will hold talks
with President Jacques Chirac, where he will urge
the French president to continue his support for
Turkey’s accession to the European Union

Before the informal meeting of EU ministers in

Luxembourg on Oct. 24 -25, Turkey
will lobby for the EU heavyweights
to reconfirm Turkey’s full
membership prospects

NAZILAN ERTAN
Paris - Turkish Daily News

# Unless a last minute cancellation
occurs due to the parliament speakers
nominations, Prime Minister Yilmaz will
arrive in Paris late on Thursday for a
swift visit to rally French support for
Turkey’s accession to the European
Union (EU) as the union ponders over its
enlargement policy.

The contacts between France and
Turkey on Turkey’s European prospects
has been recent. Yilmaz, while in
Strasbourg for the summit of the Council

of Europe, met with his French counterpart Li
where the two leaders discussed the future of Turkish-EU

ties.

While Yilmaz said that he was aware that Turkey had to do
its homework — a reference to the issues of economy, human
rights and democratization — his French counterpart Jospin
noted that Turkey had indeed made progress.

Foreign Minister Ismail Cem, who will be accompanying
Yilmaz, has already visited France in September for a tem-
perature gauging meeting with his French counterpart Hubert
Vedrine and European Affairs Minister Pierre Moscovici.

Report: 837 PKK
separatists killed

Ankara - Turkish Daily News

® Turkish security forces, who have
started to withdraw after accom-
plishing their mission in northern
Iraq, killed 837 separatists from the
outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK) since the operation started.
late last month.

The Anatolia news agency report-
ed that the Turkish security forces in

October 15, 1997  Turkish Daily News

During his quick visit, Yilmaz is to meet President Jacques
Chirac and return to Turkey immediately after. Both leaders
are to be accompanied by their foreign ministers.

The visit to France is part of Yilmaz’s tours to the EU
heavyweights, starting with Germany. '

He has also announced his intention to visit Italy and
Spain before the December summit of the EU, when the lead-

ers of the Fifteen will put their final seal on the EU’s strategy

of enlargement.
The enlargement plans outlined in Agenda 2000, a paper

onel Jospin,

ing Turkey.

northern Iraq dealt a heavy blow to
the PKK by demolishing its camps
in the region and by capturing
numerous weapons and large
amounts of ammunition. The opera-
tion revealed new caves which the
PKK separatists used as bases.
Security forces, on Monday and
Tuesday, continued to search for
Kurdish terrorists who had killed 10
Turkish troops and three Kurdish
village guards, loyal to the Turkish
governiment, in an attack on Sunday

prepared by the European Commission
earlier this year, falls short of Turkish
expectations because it lacks due stress
on Turkey’s eligibility to be a member
and its right to join, as had been done in
the Apcldoorn mecting of EU ministers,
according to Turkish giplomals. Before
the EU ministers, and eventually the lead-
ers of the EU, take up the issue of
enlargement based on this document,
Turkey is launching a series of contacts
to hammer out a commitment that Ankara
will have a loosely defined “pre-acces-
sion” status.

Among the different views on enlarge-
ment among the EU members, Turkey
clearly favors that of Italy. The Italian
view 1s that talks with all aspiring mem-
bers should be opened at the same time,
although they should progress at different
speeds. However, this view is hardly pop-
ular among other EU members, particu-
latly Germany.

France, for its part, has firmly stood against an enlarge-
ment policy which would open the EU’s doors to some coun-
tries, while slamming it to the face of others. For that reason,
it is insisting on a European conference that would take place
regularly between the Fifteen and aspiring candidates, includ-

French European Affairs Minister Pierre Moscovici said
last week that such a conference would be open to all coun-
tries that “have a vocation to accede to the EU and be linked
to the EU by an association accord.”

night on a military convoy in
Hakkari province. d

Meanwhile, some terrorists based
in the Link mountains, who were
captured alive, confessed that they
were involved in SA-7 missile
attacks which destroyed two military
helicopters, killing a total of 20
troops who were on board.

e aim of the incursion into Iraqi
territory, launched on Sept. 20 and
code-named “Operation Dawn” by
the Turkish military, has been suc-
cessfully accomplished, according to
the Turkish military. -

“Operation Dawn” began when a
reported 15,000 Turkish troops, sup-
ported by massive air power, crossed
the border into Iraq to cleanse the
region of the PKK presence.
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= e La Turquue commande 5 hellcopteres a I'italien Agusta (49 M USD)
17:02 GMT, - — — -
15?;;‘;}’” ANKARA, 15 oct (AFP) - La Turquie a annoncé mercredi avoir commandé a la firme

italienne Agusta, pour un montant de 49 millions de dollars, cinq hélicoptéres de type AB
©OAFP 1997 || 412 destinés a sa garde cotiere.

Agusta, qui a "proposé le meilleur prix" selon le directeur de l'organisme turc chargé des
achats d'armements, Yalcin Burcak, a remporté l'offre face a I'américain Sikorsky Aircraft
qui présentait son S-76C Plus, et le consortium franco-allemand Eurocopter avec son AS
365.

M. Burcak a également annoncé que les autorités militaires turques avaient
présélectionné le frangais Sagem et un consortium israélo-singapourien réunissant
Singa‘pore Aerospace Industries ainsi que Israeli Aircraft Industries et Elbit Systems pour
rénover une flotte de 48 avions F5, pour un montant de 120 millions de dollars
américains.

Les deux sociétés soumettront leurs offres définitives la semaine prochaine, a précisé M.
Burcak. Les américains Northrop Grumman, constructeur de 'appareil F-5, et Sierra
Technologies, ont été éliminés-de cette offre.

Les achats d'armement de la Turquie totaliseront 31 milliards de dollars américains au
-cours des dix prochaines années. :

uve/hc/rl/tmae

H
Hile

e 862 s"éparati's.téé_'kyrafes =t,tiés;,dah:s, le nord de I'lrak, 35 en Turquie

15:39 GMT, -

15 Qetobre -

1097 ANKARA, 15 oct (AFP) - Les troupes turques et leurs alliés irakiens ont tué 862 séparistes

kurdes de Turquie en trois semaines d'offensive en territoire irakien, a indiqué mardi
©AFP 1997 || une source militaire turque, citée par l'agence Anatolie.

35 autres membres du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, séparatiste) ont par
ailleurs été tués lors d'affrontements ces derniéres 48 heures en territoire turc, dans la
province de Dlyarbaklr (sud-est), a annoncé le gouvernement provincial dans un
communiqué.

"Un total de 855 membres du PKK ont été tués et des dlzames d'autres ont été captures
vivants ou se sont rendus depuis le début de l'opération”, a affirmé la source militaire
citée par Anatolie, qui n'a pas fourni de chiffre des pertes turques.

L'armée avait indiqué lundi avoir 15 morts et 140 blessés dans ses rangs. .

Par ailleurs, le retrait des forces turques, entamé lundi, se poursuivait mercredi, selon des
sources sur place qui ont indiqué que troupes et matenels contmualent a regagner le
territoire turc depuis l'Irak.- :

L'intervention turque, mobilisant 15.000 hommes et une centaine de chars ainsi que
l'aviation, avait débuté le 23 septembre contre les positions du PKK, qui est en rébellion
contre Ankara depuis 1984 et utilise le nord de I'Irak comme base arriére pour mener ses
attaques en territoire turc.

Le nord de I'Irak, peuplé en majorité de Kurdes, echappe a l'autorité de Bagdad depuis la
fin de la guerre du Golfe en 1991.

ue/so/mm tf
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12:26 GMT,
16 Octobre

e Poursuite des combats inter-kurdes dans le nord irakien: des dizaines
de morts

ANKARA, 16 oct (AFP) - Les combats se poursuivaient jeudi dans le nord de I'lrak entre
les deux factions kurdes rivales, le Parti démocratique du Kurdistan (PDK) et 'Union
patriotique du Kurdistan (UPK), faisant des dizaines de morts, selon des informations
provenant de la région reques jeudi en Turquie.

L'UPK a par ailleurs de nouveau accusé l'aviation turque d'avoir bombardé ses positions
mercredi, tuant cinq de ses combattants.

Ankara a démenti avoir mené des raids aériens. La Turquie, qui a lancé voici trois
semaines une opération militaire dans le nord irakien contre les séparatistes kurdes turcs
du PKK (Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan), s'est allié au PDK.

La radio du PDK, émettant depuis le nord irakien, a affirmé que 20 combattants de 'UPK
avaient été tués lors d'affrontements dans la région de Harir-Korak, une zone frontaliére

de I'Iran et située a 60 km au sud de la frontiére turco-irakienne.

De violents combats entre factions kurdes se poursuivaient jeudi dans cette région et sur
la frontiére iranienne, selon des sources concordantes.

ue/hc/so eaf

il

14:40 GMT,
16 Qctobre
1997

©AFP 1997

e Ankara dément une implication dans le conflit inter-kurde dans le nord
de I'lrak

ANKARA, 16 oct (AFP) - La Turquie a démenti jeudi étre impliquée dans les
affrontements entre les deux formations kurdes rivales d'Irak qui ont repris lundi, apres
un an de cessez-le-feu.

"Il n'est pas question que la Turquie se méle du conflit armé inter-kurde dans le nord de
I'Irak”, a affirmé le porte-parole du ministére turc des Affaires étrangeres Omer Akbel.

L'Union patriotique du Kurdistan (UPK) de Jalal Talabani avait accusé l'aviation turque
d'avoir bombardé mardi des villages dans la zone sous son contrdle dans le nord de I'lrak,
non loin des frontiéres avec la Turquie et 1'Tran, tuant quatre civils.

"Les opérations de I'armée turque visent exclusivement les terroristes du PKK" (Parti des
Travailleurs du Kurdistan, séparatistes kurdes de Turquie), a dit M. Akbel. "Si
l'information (sur un bombardement turc) est juste, celui-ci a sans doute visé les
positions du PKK", a-t-il ajouté.

"Il n'est pas question que la Turquie préfére un groupe kurde (d'Irak) a un autre ou
soutienne 1'un contre l'autre. Sur le plan politique, nous nous tenons a la méme distance
a ces deux groupes. Nous déployons des efforts pour obtenir la fin des affrontements”,
a-t-il affirmé.

CE/hc/mb tf
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Abdurrahman:
“This is a turning
point in N, Iraq’

SAADET ORUC
Ankara - Turkish Daly News

@ Sami Abdurrahman, a lead-
ing member of Massoud -
Barzani’s Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP), has
warned the sponsors of the
Ankara peace process that the
recent situation in northern Iraq
-is really a turning point for the
future of the process. '
" In an exclusive interview
with the Turkish Daily News in
Ankara, Abdurrahman complained
about the silence of the three capitals
— Washington, London and Ankara —
towards the violations committed by
their rival Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK).

Abdurrahman, who is also a member
of the KDP political bureau, said that
both the efforts sponsored by Turkey,
the United States, and Britain and the
credibility of those countries are ata
turning point. '

He also commented that the last time
they remained silent in the face of vio-
lations the situation ended in catastro-
phe — a reference to the joint attack by
the KDP and Baghdad in Arbil against
the PUK. ,

While hesitating to make further
comments, Abdurrahman also warned
that if that silence continued, all kinds
of possibilities could be expected
regarding in northern Iraq. _

During the interview, which took

lace during his brief stay of a few

ours in Ankara, the senior Kurdish
politician pointed out that they would
not allow the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK) to remain in
northemn Irag. -

London talks from KDP angle

Clarifying that the agenda of the
recent multilateral talks in London was
prepared by the peace sponsors and had
been sent to the rival Iragi Kurdish fac-
tions, Abdurrahman said that the PUK
came to the meeting with a separate
agenda. ’

According to Abdurrahman, the
agenda contained the following points:

m The contribution of the KDP to the
payment of salaries in the PUK area,

B The free movement of the PUK
leaders in the KDP area from
Suleymaniye to Turkey,

m Free passage of trucks to
Suleymaniye or other areas,
m Cease-fire violations which have

. continued for

three-and-a-half months would be
discussed. (The KDP declared at the
meeting that there have been 45 joint
violations by the PKK and PUK which
were confirmed by the reports of the
local mechanism, the Peace Monitoring
Force (PMF)).

“The PUK has not declared either
the revenues or their budget up till now.
Nevertheless, we are ready to pay
salaries for teachers (5-6 million
dinars), health sector public workers,
and the university of Suleymaniye
through a néutral committee on a
monthly basis. We were ready to pay
half of the salaries. The PMF was to
arrange a bus service between
guleymaniye_ at;c:h the Turlkish border.

ixty percent of the people leaving
from E:qi Kurdistanp:?e. from

Siileymaniye and 40 percent from our .

area. This shows that the PUK adminis-
tration is inadequate. The PUK said that
their leaders are not free to go abroad
through Turkey claiming that it was the
regcslon that they depended on Iran,” he
said.

The PUK, however, brought a sepa-
rate agenda to the meeting which

. demanded the immediate establishment

of a joint government and the evacua-
tion of Arbil by the KDP,
Abdurrahman said. Barzani invited

* Talabani to meet and discuss these

issues, he said. “The PUK did not
agree, despite all the efforts of the
peace sponsors,” Abdurrahman said,
adding that if they had agreed in

" London they would have met in Ankara

and would have released a statement.
“But the PUK was so adamant that
some of the participants became suspi-
cious why. They have never behaved so
defiantly as now,” said Abdurrahman,

also accusing the peace sponsors of
shelving the problems which need to be
solved urgently.

Referring to the ongoing clashes

between his party and the PUK he said,
‘The SEORSOIS really have to take part
gf the blame lgor the fight. If the

"ge‘ visory Peace Monitori
(SPMG) [which meets ix:mg
comprises representativ i
British, U.S., Kurdish ascsic'i‘fu'lﬂ\gnkel:h'
garm_:s] had taken a strong position, this

ghting could have been avoided. The
PMF is sending that make clear
that the PUK and PKK are acting
together in the attacks and this is not
just a violation of peace but a massive -
war,” he said. He also accused the
sponsors of behaving inconsistently.
“Privately, behind closed doors, the
three governments and the SPMG say
that there is no doubt that the PUK
-started this fight, but up till now they

" have not made any public statement.

The policy of doing nothing last year
brought catastrophe to the peace and if
they do nothing it is very dangerous,”
he pointed out.

When asked about the so-called
cooperation between the PUK, the
PKK and Tehran, Abdurrahman was
very cautious. He said that he believed
that the PKK and the PUK were totally
united against them, but he did not
want to make any comments about,
Iranian interference in the region. He
answered “‘bothersome” questions —
such as one about their cooperation
with Baghdad — by saying that “he has
been abroad.” Calling on the peace
sponsors for an immediate identifica-
tion of the aggressor, Abdurrahman
urged the PUK to go back to the demar-
cation line. “This situation will clarify
the future of the process and the credi-
bility of the peace sponsors,” he said,
adding that if there is peace, it will be
difficult for the regional powers to pro-
voke the situation. Perhaps his most
important remark was to point out that
the situation was open to all kinds of
possibilities.

“If the PUK is alone, we will fight
alone. If the PUK fights against us
together with the PKK, we again will
fight alone. But if other governments
are involved, things will be different.
We will not be the first to invite other
powers to the region,” he said, which .
were the signs of the upcoming devel-
opments in the region.

Repeating the well-known fact that
the PKK wanted to impose itself as the
power in northern Iraq, Abdurrahman
said that they would oppose the PKK.

“In the last two weeks the PKK suf-
fered its biggest losses in recent years.
No regular army can go into the moun-
tains, that’s why this 1s a fight between
us and the PKK. Because they are not
part of the region, we won’t allow the
PKX 1o stay,” Abdurrahman said.

Turkish Daily News . October 17, 1997
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PUK withdraws from
Ankara peace process

Ankara denies taking sides
in the fighting between
Iraqi Kurdish groups

Ankara- Turkish Dnily News

# The Jalal Talabani-led
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK) has decided to with-
draw from the Ankara process,
the Turkish Daily News
learned on Thursday.

PUK sources told the TDN
that the continuing air raids by
Turkish jets on their territory
had led them to take the deci-
sion.

“The last raid took place in
the late afternoon on Thursday,
despite all our complaints. The
Turiish side is openly support-
ing the KDP, The parties to the
process should be neutral, but
they are bombarding every-
where.

They are waging a war
against the PUK,” said the
source. Turkish diplomatic
sources claimed they haven’t
received any information about
the withdrawal of the PUK
from the process. A detailed

statement will be released
Friday, PUK sources said.
Ankara denies
PUK claims
Ankara, however, on Thursda
denied accusations by the PU
that it had taken sides in fight-
ing between rival Kurdish
gro$s in northern Iraq.

*“Turkish military forces are
not involved in the fighting
between the two groups,”
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Omer Akbel told reporters at
the weekly press bniefing.

The P lfsays the Turkish
Air Force has bombed its terri-
tory twice this week, killing a
small number of civilians, in
support of the rival Kurdistan
Democratic Party (KDP).

Fighting between the two
Iraqi Kurdish factions broke
out last weekend in spite of a
Western-made cease-fire that
had kept the peace for a year.

“The Turkish armed forces’
northern Iraq operation specifi-
cally targets PKK terrorists,”
Akbel said.

Turkish officials have
accused the PUK, led by Jalal
Talabani, of sheltering the sep-
aratist Kurdistan Workers’

Party (PKK), but Akbel said
Ankara did not favour one Iragi Kurdish
oup over the other. Northern has
n under Iragi Kurdish control since
the region split from Baghdad after-the
1991 Gulf War. Besides, Shazad Saib of
the PUK’s Ankara office told the TDN
of air raids for one hour by Turkish jets
on PUK positions out of Shaklawa and
in Balisan valley.

“Turkey is losing its neutrality, We
ask if they are not afraid of the facts,
they should allow journalists the free-
dom to get into the reality and facts of
the region,” Saib said.

iraq calls for Kurdish peace
Meanwhile, Iraq’s Deputy Prime
Minister Tareq Aziz has urged rival
Kurdish groups in.northern Iraq to stop
fighting and hold peace talks under
Baghdad’s supervision.

“We hope the two sides will heed our
advice and move towards dialogue
under the auspices of the state,” Aziz
said in remarks carried by the ruling
Baath party newspaper ai-Thawra.

He said Iraq would try to help both
sides reach “a form of relationship that
will keep fighting away from our people
in northern Iraq and shun foreign inter-
ference.” Aziz said the government in
Baghdad was against the current fight-
ing ...” and advises both groups to cease

hostilities since their continuation
means further shedding of Iraqi blood
and more losses.”

West to demand prevention
The United States and Britain want the
Security Council to prevent travel
abroad by members of Iraq’s armed
forces, police and intelligence services
and people connected with its military
industries, Reuters quoted diplomats as
saying on Wednesday. But council
sources said their draft resolution would
not prevent political leaders such as
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz,
who goes abroad frequently to plead
Iraq_’:ecasc, from traveling outside Iraq.
object is to punish Iraqi officials
responsible for obstructing the work of

U.N. arms inspectors in a series of inci-
dents since June. Exceptions to the pro-
posed bans would need permission from
the council’s sahctions committee.

The draft U.S.-British resolution,
subject to revision, would also continue
the suspension of the council’s regular
60-day reviews of stringent trade
embargoes imposed onglmq in 1990
when its troops invaded Kuwait.

U.S. officials discussed the draft with
about nine council members on
Tuesday but do not expect to distribute
it to the full 15-member body until next
week, the diplomats said.

With France, Russia and China gen-
erally less inclined to approve further
measures against Baghdad, adoption of
the resolution in its present form by the
council is uncertain.

The draft is a response to an October
report by Richard Butler of Australia,
head of the U.N. Special Commission in
charge of scrappinﬁ Iraq’s weapons of
mass destruction. He said Baghdad was
imposing new restrictions on U.N.
inspectors and concealing vital data
about its biological arms program.

In June, after U.N. experts were
blocked on several occasions, the coun-
cil adopted a resolution expressing its
“firm intention” of imposing additional
undefined measures on Iraqi officials
responsible for the obstruction unless
Butler’s negm said cooperation had
improved. But in September five more
inspections of sensitive sites were
blocked by Iraqi officials.

The draft resolution also mentions a
me_etin , described in Butler’s report, at
which U.N, experts asked their Iragi
counterparts to explain operational

uirements for some missile launchers
and Aziz ordered them not to answer.

U.S. Ambassador Bill Richardson
last week told reporters: “We are going
to have a strong and serious response.
Five blocked inspections — those are

‘seqious violations.”

Turkish Dally News
October 17, 1997
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Yagar Kemal says Kurds top human
rights issue in Turkey '

92

Frankfurt - Reuters

m Renowned Turkish Writer Yagar Kemal
on Thursday said solving the Kurdish ques-
tion was the biggest human rights issue fac-
ing Turkey. Kemal, in Germany to receive
a prestigious peace prize, attacked Turkey’s
European allies for not pushing enough for
democracy and said he felt he had to speak
out even if it meant risking jail.

A Turkish court has imposed a 20-month
suspended jail sentence on Kemal for writ-
ing an article in a book on freedom of
expression which was deemed to have pro-
moted Kurdish separatism. More than
20,000 people have died in fighting
between Turkish troops and Kurdish sepa-
ratists in the mountains of south-east
Turkey in the last 12 years. '

Kemal, 73-year-old author of the mtema-
tionally known novel “Memed My Hawk”,
said of Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz: “I

.believe that he is a democrat and he intends

to introduce some refonns in Turkey to
establish democracy.”

“I have known him since he was young.
He is a left-wing politician and I am a
Marxist. But our friendship continued until
now. He is a friend of the family,” he told
Reuters. “The main problem of democracy
in Turkey is the Kurdish question. We have
to find a solution thhout war...It must be a
political solution.”

Kemal was imprisoned in 1971 for his

work for the Marxist Turkish Workers’
Party. He later lived in Sweden after inter-
national protests prompted the Turkish mil-
itary regime to release him.

But that has not changed him.

“I am somebody who has to speak
out...When I am asked, I have to give my
opinions openly and truthfully,” he said. He
poured scorn on Turkey’s allies in Europe.

*“They didn’t help at all with the estab-
lishment of a real democracy in Turkey. It
is a pity European countries are not inter-
ested in political development and estab-
lishing democracy and human rights in_
Turkey,” he said.

The European parliament has withheld
financial aid to Ankara, partly due to its

poor human rights record. European coun-
tries say Ankara must make substantial
progress on the issue before it can join the
European Union.

Kemal, who is being given the German
Booksellers’ Union’s peace prize — one of
Germany’s most prestigious — at the
world’s largest book fair, said he viewed
the future of Turkey with mixed feelings.

He said Turks and Kurds were all “walt-
ing, searching and yearning for peace”.

But he warned: “Now in Turkey there
are many hawks who would like to shut my
mouth and put me in jail...The hawks in
Turkey are against peace and our friends,
our allles in the Western countries don’t
help us.”

Date : Sam 18 oct 1997, 20:05

Réf : Iragi Kurds Agree to Ceasefire

(fwd)

Turkish Daily News

October.17, 1997

"“We were involved very intensively the past three days to try to walk the
parties back and observe a ceaseflre, '' Foley told reporters. " This

finally bore fruit today v

Earlier Friday the PUK, led by veteran Jalal Talabani, said the

Western-sponsored peace process

accused Turkey of taking sides in the latest clashes.

in northern Irag had effectively ended, and

**The totally unwarranted Turkish actions effectively end the Ankara peace
process, '' the group said in a statement. )

The PUK says Turkish warplanes have attacked its positions in northern Iraqg
this week in cooperation with the rival KDP. Turkey denies the accusations.

Turkey, the United States and Britain have brokered frequent meetings
between the two main Kurdish parties, mostly in Ankara, during the last year.

The West fears the Kurdish feud could agaln help Baghdad increase its
influence in the mountainous north. Iragi troops briefly intervened on the
side of the KDP last year after reports . that the PUK was receiving
sophisticated weaponry from Iran.

REUTERS
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Saddam’s Germ Warfare
Machine Is To Be Feared

EW YORK — This is a mystery
story without a mystery. Every-
body involved knows the key — ter-
rorists, anti-terrorists, U.S. officials,
America’s allies, enemies and sunshine
friends. But they do not want to utter 1t.
. Before this column ends you will know
it too, and be afraid.
On April 1, 1991, one month and a
day after Saddam Hussein was defeated
in the ‘Gulf War, the United Nations
Security Council ordered Iraq to destroy
all its germ warfare weapons, all stocks
of germ war material, and all “‘related
subsystems and components and all re-
search, development, support and man-
ufacturing systems.”’ o .
The order was top priority for the
United States and its allies because
they knew that Mr. Saddam had
amassed a huge supply -of biological
weapons. They knew Iraqalready hada
large supply of suitable warheads and
that germ warfare weapons are easy to
deliver — by crop-duster or other small
planes. Iraq has plenty. )
They knew that one dusting of a city
could kill as many ﬁeople as did the
Hiroshima bomb. They call it ‘‘the
poor man’s nuclear bomb.””  ~
They also knew that if Mr. Saddam
did not want to do the job himself, then
he had a full address book of terrorists
who would.

Until July 1995, Iraa(} totally denied it
had any bacteriologic
then, it has presented three versions and
four drafts about the programs it denied
existed. The UN special investigation
commission on Iraq found them full of
lies and evasions, and rejected all.

program. Since

On Sept. 17, 1997, Iraq turned in a
new report. On Oct. 7, the commission,
now headed by Robert Butler, an Aus-
tralian with a clear mind and tongue,
reported on the last accounting. The
commission, backed up by an inter-
national panel of experts, said it * ‘failed
to give a remotely credible account of
Iraq’s biological weapons program.”’

- Instead, the commission report tells
of the same old Iragi techniques to
block the investigators: delays, eva-
sions, falsehoods, locking' inspectors
out of key sites, shuffling weapons and
materials around the country.

The production in Iraq of materials
used in biological warfare appears
vastly undefstated, says the report. And

in imports, material unaccounted for
was enough to triple the supply just of
anthrax that Iraq did concede.

Summed up, the adherence by sup-
posedly defeated Iraq to the orders of
the victors to destroy germ warfare
weapons is ‘‘unréedeemed by progress
or approximation of known facts’’
about the Iraqi program.

Then the ‘‘mystery’’ is presented:

““There is incomprehension. of wh
Iraq is persisting so strongly with bo
refusing to make the facts known about
its biological weapons program and
why it is so insistent on blocking the
commission’s own efforts to reach
those facts.”

Now anybody who has f{p;;lt any time
at the United Nations understands that

_sentence to mean we most certainly do

comprehend and don’t.like it. .
What everybody *‘comprehends’’ is
that easy manufacture and easy de-

OCTOBER 18-19, 1997

livery over enemy cities or soldiers
make biological weaponry so impor-
tant to Mr. Saddam that he is perfectly
‘willing to risk continued or even
stronger sanctions against him.

But his decision is not all that daring.

He knows the West believes, as I re- .

ported on Sept. 6, 1996, that he already

had his warheads loaded with bacteri-
ological and chemical weapons. The

" United Nations did nothing.

He knows that while the United
States and Britain would support
stronger sanctions, they are opposed in

- the council by Russia, China, France,
Egypt and other countries lining up for
future contracts ‘with Iraqg. He warns
that if any further sanctions are im-
posed he will bar all UN inspectors.

That gall comes from knowing that
when the United States talks about car-

- Tying out its laws against foreign
- companies building up terrorist states

like Iraq and Iran, some official in
Washington usually puts out dour sto-
ries about ‘‘backlash.”’

Translation: U.S. companies like
Goldman Sachs, former home of Treas-
ury Secretary Robert Rubin, might lose
business. That is supposed to frighten
Americans so that they will continue to
accept the cash box as the one depository
of American foreign policy.

Now you know. Mr. Saddam wanted
it and he has it: germ warfare power,
the nuclear bomb of terrorist gangs and
of terrorist dictators who were not de-
feated after all. Be afraid.

The New York Times.

" By A.M. Rosenthal |

~Tribune

PUBLISHID WITH THE XKW YORK TIMES AND THE WASKINGTUN PUST

nity to ensure the withdrawal of
all PUK forces to their original
positions,” the group said in a
statement. )

The United States, Britain and
France helped the Kurds take con-
trol of northern Iraq after
Baghdad’s defeat in the 1991 Gulf
War.

-Diplomats say the Western
powers fear factional fighting
could let President Saddam
Hussein back into the mountain-
ous region. They say both sides -
maintain discreet contacts with
Baghdad as possible insurance
against the other. .

Iraq’s rival Kurd groups
maintain shaky ceasefire

Kurdistan Democratic Party demands its foes pull
back from territory won or face renewed clashes

stopped,” the Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan (PUK) Turkey repre-
m Irag’s feuding Kurds kept their sentative Shazad Saib told

guns silent on Saturday, the first Reuters. O

full day of a shaky ceasefire that But the rival Kurdistan -

Ankara - Reuters

the West hopes will help den Democratic Party (KDP) of Barzani invited Iraqi troops
Baghdad angi:hance of reconcili- Massoud Barzani demanded its north to help him take the regional
ation with its rebel Kurdish north. foes pull back from territory won C%’“al Arbil from Jalal Talabani’s

One of the two main Kurdish  or face renewed clashes. PUK last year. Barzani said he
factions said a week of heavy “The KDP will continue to called in ,B%ghdad only because
clashes had ended on Friday uphold the ceasefire for 72 hours Talabani’s fighters were receiving
night. “I have learned it has to give the mediators the opportu- heavy weaponry from Iran.
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The United States, the main
Western peace broker, on Fridav
announced the latest ceasefire,
one of many in recent years. “We
were involved very intensively the
past three days to try to walk the

arties back and observe a cease-

ire,” State Department
spokesman James Foley said.
“This finally bore fruit today
(Friday).”Washington, Britain and
NATO ally Turkey have spon-
sored frequent peace talks
between Iraq’s Kurds in Ankara
that have become bogged down in
petty bickering.

The PUK’s Saib said his group
on Friday declared a unilateral

Turkish Daly News  ocoses 5,15

1 8 ET 19

ceasefire which the rival faction
joined a few hours later.

He said the PUK sought an
overall settlement of the conflict.
*(The ceasefire) is indefinite for
us but we want to work for a com-
prehensive political solution,” he
said. Observers say veteran
Talabani feels hemmed in by eco-
nomic embargoes imposed both
by his Kurdish enemy and
Baghdad. The PUK also lost
standing and territory with the fall
of Arbil to Barzani, who runs a
lucrative oil trade on the border
with his ally Turkey.

The Talabani forces won back
some prestige by hitting Barzani’s

T T 0O N
O C T O B R E

plush home and military head-

quarters with short-range missiles

on Thursday. |
The assailants used Russian- |

made Grad missiles, the most

destructive weapons seen so far in |

the Kurdish fighting. Iraq’s gov- |

ernment has tried to bring the

Kurds back into the fold. Deputy

Prime Minister Tareq Aziz said

this week that Baghdad would try

to help both sides reach “a form

of relationship that will keep

fighting away from our eople in

northern Iraq and shun foreign

interference”.

1 9 9 7

Mesut)iilmaz, le Premier ministre turc, explique ce qu'il attend de 'UE.

«Nous voulons étre des candidats

vec les autres»

a PEuro
-k | 7

MesutVilmaz en jamille, en septembre. <Nous devons améliorer

pe a égalite

L ~
&l

sociales, et résoudre le probléme du sud-est du pays~, reconnait-il.

préside une coalition centre-droit/ sociaux-dé-

mocrates, a rencontré hier 3 Paris Jacques Chi-

rac, aprés s'étre entretenu la semaine c’l’ermé're
a Strasbourg avec Lionel Jospin. La Turquie s'inquie-
te de se voir écartée du processus d'élargissement de
’'Union européenne.
Avez-vous obtenu satisfaction a Paris? )
Oui. Lobjet de ma discussion avec le Président était
les relations de la Turquie avec I'Union européenne,
etla France a toujours été un partenaire clé sur ce dos-
sier. UE est entrée dans une phase cruciale de son
élargissement, et en décembre, au sommet de
Luxembourg, devrait étre approuvée la liste des pays
ayant vocation a 'adhésion. La Commission euro-

I e Premier ministre turc, Mesut Yilmaz, qui

nos pratiques démocratiques et

péenne a suggéré d’exclure la Turquie de ce processus:
nous estimons que c’est trés injuste, car la Turquie
entretient une relation avec I'UE depuis le début des
années 60. Notre accord douanier prévoit que la pos-
sibilité de 'adhésion soit étudiée, mais la Commis-
sion n'en a pas tenu compte. La Turquie a méme dé-
posé une demande formelle d’adhésion en 1987. Elle
s'est vu répondre en 1989 qu’elle était éligible, mais
n’avait pas encore rempli toutes les conditions néces-
saires. Nous I'avons accepté, mais la Commission
nousaoubliés. ..

Pensez-vous que la Turquie ait rempli toutes les
conditions pour adhérer?

Non, nous sommes conscients que cela demande du
temps avant que nous soyons préts. Economique-
ment, notre revenu est de 3000 dollars annuels (18000
francs) par habitant, bien inférieur au reste de 'UE;
notre inflation est de 85% contre 2% en moyenne
dans'UE. Nous devons nous adapfer aux critéres de
Maastricht, et cela prendra du temps, peut-étre cinq
oudix ans. .. Nous devons également améliorer nos
pratiques démocratiques et sociales, nous devons ré-
soudre le probleme du sud-est du pays, ce que vous
appelez la «question kurde». . ., nous devons amélio-
rer nos relations avec nos voisins, comme la Gréce.
Mais I’'UE doit décider 2 Luxembourg de la géogra-
phie future de 'Europe et mettra en place les méca-
nismesadéquats. Sila Turquie n’en fait pas partiea ce
stade, elle ne sera plus en mesure de rejoindre I'UE,
méme i elle remplit toutes les conditions.
Anjourd’hui, vous vous contenteriez de figurer sur
lalistede méme sans calendrier?
Nous savons que le calendrier dépendra de nous, de
nos efforts. Ce dont nous avons besoin, c’est que la
Turquie participe a ce processus d’élargissement a
égalité avecles autres candidats. La Turquie doit pou-
voir participer 4 la Conférence européenne prévue
I’an prochain.
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Vous pensez que tous les pays européens veulent
voirla Turquie dansI’Europe?

L’Allemagne était considérée comme le principal
obstacle. Le mois dernier, j’ai rencontré le chance-
lier Kohl et il a déclaré que I’Allemagne soutient
’adhésion turque, & condition que la question de
la libre circulation soit résolue de maniére accep-
table pour les deux parties. C’est leur principale
préoccupation, et j’ai promis que nous serions
souples sur ce point. Uopposition allemande a
donc disparu. : -

A Luxembourg, restera-t-ilPopposition dela Gréce?

. La Gréce ne pourra pas jouer un role déterminant

car elle veut faire accepter la candidature de Chypre.
La France pourrait dire: il n’y a pas la Turquie, il n’y
aura pas Chypre... La Gréce a une marge de négo-
ciation étroite, Ce que nous attendons est modeste:
nous voulons étre des candidats 2 égalité avec les
autres dans ce processus. Notre adhésion sera en fin
de compte décidée par nos propres efforts et nos ré-
sultats. . .

Que comptez-vous faire pour améliorer la situa-
tion des droits de "Thomme réguliérement criti-
‘quée parles Furopéens?

Cest un probléme délicat dans un pays ot le terro-
risme a tué 20000 personnes ces dix derniéres an-
nées. Il nous faut étre prudents pour nous mettre
pleinement aux normes démocratiques. Devenu
Premier ministre j’ai fait un projet de loi adopté par
le Parlement, qui amnistie tous les journalistes em-
prisonnés pour leurs écrits. Ils ont été remis en Li-

berté. Mais les personnes faisant I'apologie du terro-

risme et de la violence continueront a étre
poursuivies. J'ai été le premier hommie politique turc

- de centre-droit A dire clairement que la question du

sud-est ne pouvait étre résolue seulement par des
moyens militaires. Nous avons lancé un ensemble de
mesures économiques, sociales, culturelles pour dé-
velopper la région et attirer les investisseurs. La mi-
sére et le chdmage sont ies principaux réservoirs de
laviolence.
Eéducation est votre premiére priorité. Pourquoit
Notre systéme scolaire a été négligé pendant plus de
vingt ans. Un pays qui veut un jour étre membre de
I'Union européenne doit moderniser I'enseigne-
ment. Pour cela nous avons prolongé de cing a huit
ans la durée de I'école obligatoire et nous voulons
aussi permettre 3 chaque enfant d’apprendre une
langue étrangere et de se familiariser avec les ordina-
teurs. Cette réforme cotitera 10 milliards de dollars
sur trois ans mais dés I'an 2000 chaque enfant turcen
profitera. Nous espérons aussi qu’elle affaiblira le Re-
fah (le parti de la prospérité, islamiste, de Necmettin
Erbakan, ndlr). Les enquétes montrent que ce parti
obtient ses plus gros résultats électoraux parmi les
gens les moins éduqués.
Lefondamentalisme reste-t-il un danger malgréle
départ du pouvoir en juin dernier de Necmettin
Erbakan ? ,
Oui, car il est appuyé par des pays voisins comme
PIran. ’ :
Estimez-vous que 'interdiction du Refah serait
unesolution? )
Jenele crois pas mais cela est du seul ressort des juges.
Tous les partis doivent se conformer aux régles
constitutionnelles. Le Refah est accusé de ne pasles
respecter. En tant que Premier ministre, mon devoir-
est de combattre le fondamentalisme en apportant
plus de bien-étre et d’éducation e

Recuellli par PIERRE HASKI ot MARC SEMO

Suessmueth and former . The committee praised Kemal,
‘Federal President Richard von ‘who it described as an “advocate
Weizsaecker. of human rights,” for having

German book trade _
toos Ke RPN ol
pralses Kemal as Selﬂess were dpermeated by a passion- o,

the disadvantaged and those fac-
ate advocacy for justice. He ,*  ing persecution for political or
: . , _. had never allowed his freedom ethnic reasons.” :
human rights advocate’ st Knivies o
~ be curbed. ' Kurdish background, has repeat-
‘ .. Kemal had appealed to edly criticized the government in
" Germhans on Saturday to stop  Ankara for its policies. He has
treating the 2.5 million Turkish been sentenced to prison for his

Kemal and says the Turkish writer’s works are  people living in Germany “like Words. In his speech, Kemal
' ' third-class citizens.” called for peace and democracy

permeated by a passionate advocacy for justice T gooe it tapt the Germans _at home. “People who read my

Frankfurt where he was award- to treat Turkish people here in novels and stories can never want
Ankara - TDN with wire dispatches ed the prize. such a way, particularly after ~ War, should detest war and
o : The acclaimed Turkish their experiences during the should always push for peace and
m Acclaimed Turkish author  author who has chosen to live  Hitler dictatorship,” Kemal told a fratemity,” Kemal said.
Yasar Kemal, who was award- in Europe, had to interrupt his ~news conference at the Frankfurt _ -Speaking at the ceremony,
ed the peace prize of the speech several times dueto ~ Book Fair. prominent German author Gunter
German Book Trade on bursts of applause from the . Kemal, 74, received the presti- Grass praised Kemal's fiction
Sunday, has criticized the audience. More than 27,000  gious award, which carries prize  Which he said was rooted in the
ongoing conflict between people have been killed in, money of 25,000 marks problems, dreams and hopes of B
Turkish troops and the out-  clashes between Turkish ($14,200) for his stories and nov- Simple folk. Grass called on,
" lawed Kurdish Workers’ Party tI'OOpS and the outlawed PKK els which the pnzc committee litical leaders in Bonn "'to

Chancellor Helmut Kohl congratulates Yé§ar

(PKK) in Turkey, the German since it began in a blood-shed- said had been written with “an inally give millions of Turks and 1
Press Agency (DPA) reported. ding campaign in 1984. incorruptible view of the reality Kurds in our country citizens
The great majority o The ceremony was attended _©f life in his country.” rights.” Grass also criticized the

German government for.its arms
shipments to Turkey, charging

that the country was waging war
on its own people. He reminded
the audience that Bonn had sold

The author is best known for
his novel “Memed, My Falcon”
(Ince Memed), which has been
translated into more than 30 lan-
guages.

Turkish and Kurdish intellec-
tuals want this war ended as
soon as possible,” Kemal said
in a speech at a ceremony
Sunday in St Paul’s church in

by key politicians and figures
from Germany’s cultural and
literary society, including
Chancellor Helmut Koh!,
Parliamentary Speaker Rita

96




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

HONORED- Turkish writer Yasar Kemal (L) receives the Peace Prize of the German Book trade in Frankfurt on®
executive of the German Book Traders' Association. During his speech, German writer Gunther Grass praised Kel

tanks and armoured vehicles of
the former East German Armed
Forces to Turkey. “We have
become and are accessories [to
the Turkish-Kurdish conflict],”
Grass said.

An article by Tilman Muller
on Kemal was published in the
latest edition of the acclaimed
German magazine Stern, which
included a life story of the
author. :

Sunday’s ceremony started
late as an unidentified man sud-
denly turned up at the um to
urge the protection of Siberian
tigers which are threatened with
extinction.

human rights, for minorities in Turkey and all over the worid.
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mal as an author who fights for t
Reuters

KDP asserts UN relief supplies

flow freely

Turkish Dally News

October 21,1997

Ankara - TDN with wire dispatches

# The U.N. humanitarian aid coordinator in Iraq, Denis
Halliday, was assured on Sunday by an Iragi Kurdish rebel
leader that the flow of U.N. relief supplies to northern Iraq
would not be restricted, his spokesman said.

Halliday’s spokesman, Enc Falt, told Reuters that Halliday
rcceived assurances from Massoud Barzani, head of the
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), that “there would be no
restrictions on the provision of (U.N.) humanitarian assis-
tance throughout northemn Iraq.”

On Friday, Halliday met Barzani’s rival, Jalal Talabani,
leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) and asked
him to end fighting between the rival Kurdish groups.

The two Kurdish factions, which have controlled northern
Iraq since soon after the end of the 1991 Gulf War over
Kuwait, have been fighting on and off since 1994. Clashes
broke out again a week ago after a year’s break in hostilities.
The inter-Kurdish feuding and the recent Turkish incursion
into northern lracir};ad hampered relief efforts in some parts of
the region under Iraq’s oil-for-food deal with the United
Nations. .

Falt said Halliday hoped that “humanitarian assistance
would continue to flow freely following the cease-fire
announced recently by the two factions.”

Under the oil deal, Iraq is allowed to sell $2 billion worth
of oil over six months to buy relief aid for Iraqgis, hard-hit by
U.N. sanctions imposed for Baghdad’s 1990 invasion of
Kuwait. Out of each $2 billion, the deal earmarks $260 mil-
lion for humanitarian supplies to Iraqi Kurds in the north.

Falt said that as a will gesture the KDP rebels
released most of the U.N. trucks which transport relief aid in
the area. Both factions used these trucks to transport their
military gersonnel during the fighting.

He did not say how many trucks were released and how
many were still held by the rebels.

e said that while Halliday was in Sulaimaniya on
Saturday, around 20,000 Kurds protested at the U.N. office

Ceasg-ﬁre between rival Kurdish groups
continues with the efforts of sponsoring parties

there against the Turkish incursion into northern Iraq.

“The view expressed by the protesters is that Turkish mili-
tary movements (in northemn Irarﬂl).lrepresent a violation of
international law and a severe infringement of Iraqi territorial
integrity,” he added.

iraqi Kurdish group calls for talks with rival
An Iraqi Kurdish group called on Monday for a meeting in
Ankara with a rival group and Western sponsors of a cease-
fire, amid signs an uneasy truce was holding.

“We, as the KDP, have r;ﬂuested a meeting today of the
SPMG (Supervisory Peace Monitoring Group),”-said Safeen
Dizayee, Ankara spokesman for the Kurdistan Democratic
Party (KDP). Western diplomatic sources confirmed the KDP
had made the request, but said it was not yet clear if the rival
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), led by Jalal Talabani,
would a to the meeting.

The United States, the main Western peace broker, on
Friday announced the latest cease-fire, one of many in recent
years, to end a week of fierce clashes between the two

ups. The KDP, led by Massoud Barzani, said Talabani’s
orces broke the truce on Saturday by bombarding their posi-
tions in north Iraq, but said they had killed 10 PUK fighters in
the ensuing fighting.

The PUK denied the incident.

The sides a; there had been little fighting on Sunday.
“It was quiet all day yesterday, I believe there was some
heavy rain. It seems that it is quiet and it (the cease-fire) is
holding,” Dizayee said.

The KDP said it would observe the latest cease-fire for 72
hours from 1600 GMT on Friday, but said there would be
renewed clashes unless the PUK withdrew from land cap-
tured in the fighting.

“What is important now is to get the cosponsors to get the
PUK out of the occupied positions,” Dizayee said.

“Any withdrawal must be part of a comprehensive solution
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to the problem,” said Shazad Saib of the PUK.
The PUK lost control of the regional capital Arbil to
- Barzani’s forces last year and say funds from a lucrative oil
trade run by Barzani with his ally Turkey should be distrib-
.uted more equitably.

SPMG meets
The Supervisory Peace Monitoring Group (SPMG) held its
meeting Monday in the Turkish Foreign R’[inis with the .
- participation of the rival Iraqi Kurdish groups, Turkmens and
nvipresentaum of the three sponsoring parties, London,
ashington and Ankara.

KDP: Clashes will
continue if PUK
doesn't withdraw

Barzani's forces qlaim PUK
involved in cease-fire
violations on Saturday

Ankara - Turkish Daily News

® A radio broadcast by Massoud
Barzani’s Kurdistan Democratic Party
(KDP) on Sunday declared that despite

the cease-fire assured recently, if the

Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK)
"did not withdraw from certain areas
clashes could continue, the Anatolia
news a%cy reported.

The KDP and PUK started to fight
again last week but after the call of the
cosponsors of the Ankara peace

ocess, Britain, Turkey and the

nited States, the clashes stoped. But
the PUK did not withdraw from the
area that it captured during the clashes.
- " The broadcast claimed that despite
the cease-fire agreed to on Friday,
PUK forces on Saturday attacked the
Balek region under the control of the
KDP. The radio said that 10 PUK
fighters were killed.
. Meanwhile PUK officials claimed
that the clashes had stopped even
before the start of this cease-fire, the
Anatolia reported.

Tuesday, October 21, 1997

Turkish Dally News

Iraq urges France, Russia, China to V'eto sanctions

Baghdad- Reuters )

= An Iraqgi newspaper on Monday ur, ed R_ussia, France
or China to use their U.N. Security Council veto power to
block a U.S.-British proposal imposing travel sanctions
against Iraqi officials. ' ; '

“Such an American recklessness ard glgheadedness
inside the (U.N.) Security Council would not be stop
but by one of its permanent members through using the
power of veto,” al-Jumhouriya newspaper said in refer-
ence to the draft resolution. - : ,

The United States and Britain want the Security
Council to impose a travel ban on “all members ot the
Iraqi armed forces, police and intelligence services, and

all employees of the Iraqi Ministry o Defense and the
Military Industrial Commissions.” France and Russia
‘oppose further sanctioris on Baghdad and the Council dis-
cussed the issue when it met in full on Monday.

The draft is a response to an October report by
Butler, chairman of the U.N. Special Commission

(UNSCOM) in charge of scrapping Ixaq’ s weapons of -

H

mass destruction.

Richérd:

He said Baghdad was imposing
new restrictions on U.N. inspectors .
and concealing vital data about its
biological arms program. “America
will press on member-states (of the
Security Council) to adopt another
unjust resolution against Iraq ignor-
ing the other three permanent mem-
bers — Russia, France and China.”
the newspaper said. - =
. But without the support of
France and Russia, who along with
the United States, Britain and China..
are permanent Council members
;vxgh veto power, the proposal will.

ail.

Iraq has been under stringent
trade sanctions since it invaded
Kuwait in August 1990 and curbs ‘ ‘
on Irag’s oil exports will not be lift- -
ed until UNSCOM testifies that
Baghdad is free from all mass
destructive arms. :

The United Nations has however
allowed Iraq since December limit-
ed oil sales worth $2 billion over

* six months to buy urgent needs for
Iragis.
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L'Tran et I'Union européenne veulent
mettre un terme a la « crise des ambassadeurs »

Depuis le verdict prononcé a Berlin, le 10 avril,
qui mettait en cause les plus hautes autorités de
I’Etat iranien dans le meurtre d’opposants poli-

EN APPARENCE, la situation
est totalement bloquée sur le plan
diplomatique entre !'Iran et
I'Union européenne (UE), mais en
réalité, les deux parties s’em-
ploient a trouver une solution a
une situation dont toutes deux
n’avaient pas anticipé I'évolution :
cela fait un peu plus de six mois
que les ambassadeurs des pays
membres de 'UE sont rentrés dans
leurs capitales respectives et que
leurs homologues iraniens auprés
des quinze Etats membres de 'UE
attendent a Téhéran. Jeudi 16 octo-
bre encore, le porte-parole du mi-
nistere iranien des affaires étran-
géres, Mahmoud Mohamadi,
affirmait que son pays exigeait que
Pambassadeur d’Allemagne ne re-
vienne A Téhéran qu’aprés ses ho-
mologues des quatorze autre pays
de PUE. Ce que ces derniers re-
fusent.

Cette situation est consécutive
au verdict prononcé le 10 avril par
un tribunal de Berlin, accusant
« les plus hautes autorités de I'Etat
iranien » d’étre les commandi-
taires du meurtre de quatre oppo-
sants kurdes, en 1992, dans cette
méme ville. Les Quinze avaient
alors décidé de geler le « dialogue
critigue » instauré en 1992 avec
PIran et de rappeler leurs ambas-

sadeurs pour consultations. L'Iran
avait riposté en rappelant les siens.

Trois semaines plus tard, le
29 avril, 'UE décidait de renvoyer
ses ambassadeurs. C’est alors
qu’Ali Khamenei, le Guide de la ré-
volution islamique, c’est-a-dire
'autorité religieuse et politique su-
préme, dont nul n’ose contester
les décisions, annonga que I'am-
bassadeur d’Allemagne était indé-
sirable pendant un certain temps.
Téhéran se jugeait offensé par le
verdict de Berlin, qu’il tient pour
un acte « politique ». Ali Akbar Ha-
chémi Rafsandjani, alors président
de la République, tenta bien en-
suite de calmer le jeu en deman-
dant que I'ambassadeur d’Alle-
magne soit le dernier a revenir. Ce
sera tous ensemble ou personne, a
répliqué I'UE.

UN RETOUR EN DEUX TEMPS
Depuis, des projets de solution
n’en ont pas moins circulé entre
les deux parties, indique un spécia-
liste. Les Furopéens ont suggéré,
par exemple, que leurs ambassa-
deurs rentrent a Téhéran en deux
temps, I’Allemand faisant partie
du second groupe. L'Iran, de son
cdté, a proposé, entre autres, que
Bonn et Téhéran désignent de
nouveaux ambassadeurs, ou en-

Un feuilleton diplomatique qui dure depuis six mois

tiques, les relations diplomatiques entre I'Union
européenne (UE) et I'lran sont au point mort.
L'UE ne souhaite pas que le retour des ambassa-

core que les ambassadeurs euro-
péens retournent en Iran en deux
fournées, I'Allemand arrivant en
dernier, a bord d’'un avion privé
qui prendrait du retard en vol...
Mais aucune proposition n’a, a ce
stade, été acceptée par les Euro-
péens.

L’Iran et les Quinze n’avaient
pas prévu un tel blocage. Téhéran
était persuadé que les Européens
céderaient les premiers. D’abord
parce que les autorités iraniennes
sont convaincues que leur pays est
incontournable et que I'UE a au-
tant, sinon davantage, besoin de
Iui que P'inverse. Et puis, il y avait
eu un précédent : en 1989, les pays
européens qui avaient rappelé
leurs ambassadeurs - pour protes-
ter contre la fatwa condamnant a
mort I'écrivain britannique Salman
Rushdie, auteur des Versets sata-
niques— avaient fini par les ren-
voyer a Téhéran sans autre forme
de proces, le décés et les funé-
railles de I'imam Khomeiny leur
donnant en quelque sorte un bon
prétexte.

Aussi les Iraniens affirment-ils
aujourd’hui ne pas comprendre
comment un probléme avec I’'Alle-
magne a dégénéré en contentieux
avec I'UE. Et puis, méme si cette
crise n'a pas empéché les affaires

deurs européens rappelés dans leurs pays res-
pectifs aprés I'affaire se fasse aux conditions
dictées par I'lran.

de continuer - la récente conclu-
sion par I'lran d’un accord gazier
avec un consortium pétrolier
conduit par la société francaise To-
tal en est 'exemple le plus specta-
culaire -, le régime iranien est sou-
cieux de maintenir de bonnes
relations avec I’Europe, en contre-
poids de I'ostracisme dans lequel
les Etats-Unis veulent le maintenir.

L'UE pour sa part, pensait que
Téhéran saisirait I'occasion de P'in-
vestiture, le 4 aofit, du nouveau
président Mohamad Khatami pour
inviter les ambassadeurs euro-
péens accrédités a Téhéran. Elle en
fut pour ses frais, puisque seuls les
ambassadeurs présents a Téhéran
au moment de l'investiture y
furent invités.

Or les Quinze, dont la quasi-
unanimité de vue a propos de
I'Iran est 'un des rares succés de
politique étrangére commune,
sont aujourd’hui majoritairement
en faveur d’'un retour des ambas-
sadeurs. Iis sont conscients que
cette crise est a contretemps, puis-
qu’elle intervient 2 un moment ot
PIran semble bouger vers davan-
tage de modération et d’'ouverture,
avec 'accession a la présidence de
M. Khatami.

Mouna Naim

LE MONDE / MARDI 21 OCTOBRE 1997

DEPECHES

B POLEMIQUE: la remise du
Prix de la paix, décerné par les
libraires allemands 2 I’écrivain
turc Yashar Kemal, lors de la Foire
de Francfort, a donné lieu, di-
manche 19 octobre, a un éclat de
Glinter Grass, qui s’en est pris 2
nouveau violemment a la politique
turque du gouvernement de Bonn.
Dans un hommage a son « frére
spirituel », interrompu a plusieurs
reprises par des applaudissements,
il a dit avoir « honte de [son] pays,

qui a dégénéré en une simple place
économique », tolérant les livrai-
sons a la Turquie d’armes utilisées
dans une «guerre d’extermina-
tion » contre les Kurdes et refusant
Pasile 2 ces mémes Kurdes. «La
haine de I’étranger, latente en Alle-
magne, ne s’exprime-t-elle pas dans
la pratique des expulsions de I'ac-
tuel ministre de lintérieur ? » Le se-
crétaire général de la CDU, Peter
Hintze, a réagi avec virulence, esti~
mant que 'écrivain « touchait le

fond intellectuellement »,
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Téhéran est accusé de discrimination a 'égard de ses minorités

LES MINORITES ethniques et
religieuses de la République isla-
mique d’fran, trés majoritairement
chiite, sont victimes de discrimina-
tions légales et pratiques, accuse
P'organisation de défense des
droits de 'homme Human Rights
Watch- (HRW) dans un rapport
consacré A ces communautés, dont
certaines-sont -2 la fois religieuse-
ment ‘et éthniquemént miinori-
taires.

‘A des degrés divers, indique un
rapport de HRW, les bahais, les
protestants, les sunnites — pour ce
qui est de I'appartenance spri-
tuelle -, les Kurdes, les Azéris, les
Baloutches, les Arabes - pour les
groupes ethniques —, subissent des
traitements discriminatoires.

De tous les groupes religieux, les
bahais sont les plus visés. La
Constitution les exclut de la liste
des religions reconnues - le zo-
roastrisme, le judaisme et le chris-
tianisme. Ils sont en outre une
cible ‘de choix pour avoir été bien
traités par le shah et le régime im-
périal, et sont accusés d’étre des
agents de l’étranger, notamment
d’israél.

Le fait que le quartier général
des bahais soit A Haifa « ne fait que
renforcer la suspiscion qui pése sur
eux ». Selon HRW, qui cite de nom-
breux exemples a I'appui, ils font
Pobjet de discrimination, voire de
persécutions, dans les domaines

‘restations et

religieux, de I'éducation; profes-
sionnel, économique, et au regard
de la loi.

. Parce qu’ils puisent leurs ori-
gines dans les activités des mis-
sionnaires au XiXesiécle, -qu’ils
maintiennent des liens avec leurs
coreligionnaires aux Etats-Unis et
en Europe, et qu'ils font du prosé-
lytisme, les. protestants iraniens
suscitent la suspiscion et Phostilité
des autorités. Leur persécution est
allée crescendo depuis I'avéne-
ment de la République islamique.
Plusieurs pasteurs convertis de l'is-
lam ont été arrétés ou retrouvés
morts - pour certains aprés avoir
été libérés — dans des circonstances
obscures, indique HRW.

Les sunnites, qui sont la minorité
religieuse la plus importante
d’Iran, appartiennent par ailleurs,
dans leur grande majorité, a des
groupes ethniquement minori-
taires : kurdes, baloutches ou turk-
menes. Les Kurdes sunnites se sont
vu refuser le droit & «une plus
grande autonomie et aux libertés re-
ligieuses ». « Les prédicateurs du
vendredi, méme dans les mosquées
sunnites, sont désignés par le pou-
voir central. Plusieurs dirigeants
sunnites, dont des Kurdes et des Ba-
loutches, ont été tués au cours des
derniéres années dans les cir-
constances qui suggérent une impli-
cation des autorités. Les récentes ar-
meurtres de

responsables religieux baloutches
semblent correspondre & une cam-
pagne concertée » [d’'intimidation].

S'ils ne font pas I'objet de discri-
mination dans les domaines
économique, professionnel ou de
'éducation, les Azéris, qui sont de

confession chiite, ont des revendi- -

cations d’ordre essentiellement
cujturel, Le nationalisme azéri
$’exacerbant, le pouvoir s'emploie
2 le contrecarrer. Les chantres des
droits azéris sont traités de « sépa-
ratistes » ou d’ « espions ».

EQUILIBRE ETHNIQUE MENACE

Les Baloutches se plaignent de
discrimination économique, cultu-
relle et dans le domaine de I'éduca-
tion. Leur tentative de mettre sur
pied des organisations politiques
pour défendre leurs intéréts a été
bloquée par les autorités. Ils se
plaignent de ce qu’ils affirment
étre un plan visant 2 modifier
I'équilibre ethnique dans les princi-
pales villes du Baloutchistan, telles
que Zahedan, Iranashahr, Chaba-
har et Khash.

_Les Arabes iraniens se plaignent
eux aussi des restrictions poli-
tiques, linguistiques et culturelles
qui leur sont imposées et du déni
de leur droit A participer a la prise
des décisions concernant leur ré-
gion.

HRW demande au gouverne-
ment iranien de faire en sorte que

soit mis fin A ces discriminations,
dans les textes législatifs et dans la

.pratique, et d’autoriser les organi-

sations de défense des droits de.
I'homme indépendantes et de
I'ONU a se rendre en Iran.

M. Na.
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US eases stand -
on Iraq but UN
Council divided

Strategy: Without France and
Russia, the sanctions cannot be
adopted without some compromise

drew up a resolution that would
impose travel bans on Iraqi gov-
ernment officials, the military
and the police, except when
going abroad for diplomatic pur-
poses.
Russia, in turn, has put up a
resolution that would extend the
current threat of further measures
for another six months without
committing the Council to insti-
tute them. :
In June, after weapons inspec-
tors were blocked several times,
the Council adopted a resolution
expressing its “firm-intention” of
imposing additional measures on
Iraqi officials responsible for the
obstruction unless cooperation
Bill Richardson iroposed the sanctions be
adopted this week but there would be a delay -
of six months before they took effect unless -
Iraq complied with the inspections before , :
then. ' )
Under this system the Council would not
have to vote again in April, after another Turkish Dally News
rﬂ)ﬁrt from the U.N. Special Commission
(UNSCOM) in charge of ridding Iraq of
weapons of mass destruction.
The United States and Britain last week

improved by October when
UNSCOM delivered another
report. -

But the report Richard Butler,
chairman of UNSCOM pointed
to five more inspections in
September that were blocked or
delayed. He also noted progress
in ballistic missiles data but said
Irag had not come clean on its
germ warfare program,

Iraq has been under stringent
trade sanctions since it invaded
Kuwait in August 1990. A clean
bill of health from Butler as
chairman of the U.N. Special
Commission (UNSCOM) is nec-
ie_sfsagy before any bans can be
11ted.

United Nations- Reuters

@ The United States has eased its insistence
on immediate travel bans against Iraqi offi-
cials for blocking U.N. arms inspectors, but
the Security Council is still divided on
whether to impose the sanctions.
_ Envoys from France and Russia were wait-
ing for any new instructions from their
respective capitals, contacted by Secretary of -
State Madeleine Albright. Until then they
would continue to Of)pose the new measures.
According to diplomats, U.S. Ambassador

October 22, 1997
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1'avocat turc Esber Yamugdereli, condamné pour délit d'opinion, a été arrété
Plus de 70 personnes sont toujours, aux termes de la loi antiterroriste, en prison pour leurs écrits

CONDAMNE le 18 septembre
1997 par la Cour de Cassation
d’Ankara 2 vingt-trois ans et dix
mois de prison pour délit d’opi-
nion (Le Monde du 4 octobre),
Pavocat turc Esber Yamugdereli a
finalement été arrété dans la nuit
du dimanche 19 au lundi 20 octo-
bre, alors qu'il sortait des studios
de la chatne de télévision Kanal D,
A Istanbul. « La condamnation qui
pése sur moi ne m’empéchera pas
de parler, la prison ne me fait pas
peur », avait-il martelé lors du
long talk-show en direct auquel la
chaine de télévision privée I'avait
convié. 11 a été «cueilli» 2 la fin
des émissions, vers 1 heure du ma-
tin, et conduit vers un commissa-
riat d’Istanbul en attendant son
transfert en prison.

. 11 aura donc fallu un mois aux
autorités turques pour se résoudre
A arréter cet intellectuel 4gé de
cinquante-deux ans, malvoyant,
dont les prises de position en fa-

veur d’'un réglement pacifique de
la question kurde, et d’'une amé-
lioration des normes démocra-
tiques dans son pays, sont
connues. Depuis la confirmation
de sa peine par la Cour de cassa-
tion, le 18 septembre, Esber Ya-
mugdereli s’était fait tout petit.

Sa premiére apparition publique
depuis le verdict n’a, semble-t-il,
pas été du goQt des autorités, et
son arrestation constitue une évi-
dente invitation au silence. Mer-
credi 22 octobre au soir devrait se
tenir A Ankara la premiére d’'une
piéce de théitre portant sur le
thé¢me de la liberté d’expression et
montée par lui, « Il espérait y assis-
ter », raconte un de ses amis.

Son arrestation intervient aprés
que le premier ministre turc, Me-
sut Yilmaz, de passage A Paris,
vendredi 17 octobre, eut rappelé
avoir fait voter par la Grande As-
semblée une loi amnistiant « tous
les journalistes emprisonnés pour

leurs ecrits ». «IIs ont été remis en
liberté », a affirmé le chef de la
coalition au pouvoir, expliquant
que les seules personnes inquié-
tées désormais étaient celles qui
se livraient & « Papologie du terro-
risme ».

C’est occulter que la loi d’amnis-
tie, adoptée dans la nuit du 13 au
14 ao(it par la Grande Assemblée,
I’a été dans sa version la plus res-
trictive. Seuls les rédacteurs en
chef et les éditeurs de journaux
ont été élargis, soit trés exacte-
ment sept personnes, sur les 78 ou
89 (selon les sources) écrivains, ca-
ricaturistes, journalistes qui
purgent actuellement en Turquie
des peines de prison pour leyrs
écrits, aux termes de 'article 8 de
la loi antiterroriste dont I'aboli-
tion, souhaitée par une partie de
Popinion publig@e, ne semble pas
étre pour demain.

Marie Jégo
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e Des bombardements turcs font plusieurs morts dans le nord de I'irak,
selon I'UPK

1997

ue/hc/fmi/ar tf

ANKARA, 23 oct (AFP) - L'Union patriotique du Kurdistan (UPK) a accusé jeudi Ankara
©AFP 1997 || d'avoir violemment bombardé ses positions dans le nord de I'Irak, en soutien d'une
formation kurde rivale, tuant plusieurs personnes.

"Aujourd’hui a 16H45 (13H45 GMT), des avions de I'armée de l'air turque ont bombardé
de fagon intensive un large territoire sous notre contréle, allant de l'est de de Rawanduz
(prés de la frontiére iranienne) a Shaqlawa (ouest)”, a déclaré a I'AFP le représentant de
I'UPK a Ankara.

"Nos informations font état de la mort de plusieurs personnes", a-t-il affirmé sans donner
de bilan précis.

Le porte-parole a également affirmé que la formation rivale kurde du Parti démocratique
du Kurdistan (PDK) était en train de mobiliser ses forces le long de la ligne de cessez-le-feu
entre les deux groupes se préparant apparemment a intervenir contre 1'UPK.

101




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

e L'UPK accuse les troupes turques d'intervenir aux cétés de son rival

i

23.?5:)2“9 DUBALI, 23 oct (AFP) - L'Union patriotique du Kurdistan (UPK) a accusé la Turquie d'avoir
. envoyé des troupes dans une ville du nord de I'Irak tenue par la faction kurde rivale afin
. @AFp || de l'aider a lancer une prochaine offensive.
19

N

Dans un communiqué parvenu jeudi a I'AFP a Dubai, I'UPK de M. Jalal Talabani affirme
"qu'une colonne de blindés turcs se dirige vers la ville de Chaqlawa, afin de soutenir les
forces du Parti démocratique du Kurdistan (PDK)".

Des combats entre les deux factions kurdes ont éclaté le 12 octobre. IIs ont permis a 'UPK
de gagner du terrain en s'approchant notamment de la ville de Chaqlawa, dans le nord du
Kurdistan irakien, prés de la frontiére avec I'Iran.

Les combattants de I'UPK contrélent actuellement une montagne surplombant cette ville
qui commande ['aceés a la localité de Salaheddine, quartxer général du PDK de M. Massoud
Barzani.

"Nous avons recu des informations selon lesquelles le PDK projette une offensive
d'envergure avec le soutien des forces turques”, qui pourrait étre imminente, affirme
I'UPK dans son communiqué.

Un cessez-le-feu négocié par la Turquie, les Etats-Unis et la Grande-Bretagne est entré en
vigueur le 17 octobre mais les trois pays, ainsi que le PDK, exigent que I'UPK se retire des
positions gagnées au cours des récents combats.

L'UPK a en outre affirme que la Turquie avait mené, entre le 13 et le 16 octobre, cinqg raids
sur des villages et des positions de I'UPK, qui ont fait au total 20 tués (huit civils et 12
combattants) et 108 blessés (26 civils et 82 combattants).

"La Turquie est supposée étre un arbitre neutre dans la dispute entre le PDK et 'UPK, mais
elle est devenue partie au conflit", ajoute le texte.

"L'agression militaire turque a aggravé une situation déja difficile et ne peut que susciter
d'autres ingérences étrangéres dans notre région”, ajoute I'UPK, alliée de I'Iran.

L'armée turque avait lancé le 23 septembre une incursion dans le nord de I'Trak a la
poursuite des séparatistes kurdes turcs du Parti des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK). Elle a
annoncé le 13 octobre le début de son retrait, mais un journal turc a révélé mercredi
qu'Ankara avait créé de facto une zone de sécurité dans le nord de I'Irak pour empécher
les infiltrations sur son territoire des rebelles du PKK.

L'UPK et le PDK s'affrontent sporadiquement depuis 1994 pour le contrdle du nord de
I'Trak, qui échappe a l'autorité de Bagdad depuis la fin de la guerre du Golfe au printemps
1991. Un premier cessez-le-feu négocié par Ankara, Washington et Londres était entré en
vigueur en octobre 1996.

at/sb
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e M. Kinkel condamne I'emprisonnement de défenseurs des droits de
'homme

BONN, 22 oct (AFP) - Le chef de la diplomatie allemande, Klaus Kinkel, a condamné
mercredi I'emprisonnement de deux défenseurs turcs des droits de I'homme, en rappelant
aux autorités d'Ankara qu'elles devaient faire un effort sur les droits de I'homme pour
accéder un jour a I'Union européenne (UE).

Les peines infligées au président de I'Association turque des droits de I'homme (IHD)
Akin Birdal et & I'avocat Esber Yagmurdereli, respectivement condamnés a un an et 23 ans
de prison, sont "absolument incompréhensibles a tous ceux qui s'engagent pour la
démocratie, les droits de I'homme et la liberté d'opinion en Turquie”, souligne M. Kinkel
dans un communiqué de son ministére.

Tenter de réduire au silence les défenseurs des droits de I'homme par des moyens
juridiques "sape la valeur fondamentale de la démocratie” et "fait grand tort a I'image
extérieure de la Turquie”, ajoute le ministre.

Ces condamnations, prononcées au "seul motif’ que les deux hommes ont "exprimé leurs
opinions”, sont d'autant plus regrettables qu'elles interviennent "quelques heures
seulement” apres l'attribution du Prix pour la paix des libraires allemands a l'écrivain turc
Yasar Kemal, ajoute M. Kinkel.

Le ministre, qui dit avoir été "impressionné" par |I"'engagement” des deux hommes
lorsqu'il les a personnellement rencontrés, appelle le gouvernement turc a "mettre en
pratique” sa promesse d"améliorer sensiblement” la situation des droits de I'homme s'il
veut entrer un jour dans I'UE.

La voie vers I'Europe "restera barrée" tant que le "droit fondamental de la liberté
d'expression” ne sera pas assuré en Turquie, ajoute M. Kinkel.

Sept membres de I'THD ont été condamnés mardi a des peines de prison allant jusqu'a
deux ans pour avoir "provoqué le peuple a I'hostilité et a la haine”, selon I'agence
Anatolie. M. Yagmurdereli a été mis en prison pour purger une peine de 23 ans aprés son
arrestation dans la nuit de dimanche a lundi.
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e Demirel prét a accorder sa grdce a l'avocat Esber Yagmurdereli

ANKARA, 23 oct (AFP) - Le président turc Suleyman Demirel s'est déclaré prét a accorder
la grace présidentielle au défenseur des droits de 'Homme aveugle, Esber Yagmurdereli,
qui doit purger une peine de prison de 23 ans.

"Si un dossier demandant la grace présidentielle (pour Esber Yagmurdereli) m'est
présenté, je le signerai tout de suite”, a déclaré M. Demirel, cité par le quotidien turc
Hurriyet. -

Une peine de prison de 10 mois, infligée 4 M. Yagmurdereli pour "propagande séparatiste
pro-kurde”, avait été approuvée le 28 mai dernier par la Cour de cassation a Ankara.
L'appel de ses avocats a été rejeté en septembre, ce qui a épuisé ses recours juridiques et
annulé une précédente libération conditionnelle qui lui avait permis de recouvrer la
liberté en 1991, alors qu'il purgeait une peine de prison a vie pour une autre
condamnation.
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"Il faut une grace présidentielle ou changer la loi. Il n'y a pas d'autre issue. Nous devons
surmonter ces crises. L'Etat ne prend pas plaisir en emprisonnant des gens", a ajouté M.
Demirel, répondant a une question dans l'avicn qui le conduisait mercredi a Denizli
(ouest).

M. Yagmurdereli, 4gé de 52 ans, avait été condamné en 1978 a la prison a perpétuité pour
"activités subversives armées"” contre le régime. Bénéficiant d'une loi nouvelle de
"relaichement conditionnel”, il avait été mis en liberté conditionnelle en 1991, apres 13 ans
sous les verrous.

Selon cette loi, il ne devait pas commettre de nouveau crime pendant encore 23 ans,
c'est-a-dire le temps qu'il lui restait a purger pour compléter la durée maximum de 36 ans
a purger en Turquie pour les condamnations a perpétuité.

En cas de nouvelle condamnation durant la liberté conditionnelle, la durée restante de la
premiére devait s'ajouter a celle de la seconde.

M. Ya‘gm'urdereli, incarcéré mardi soir d'abord dans la prison d'Umraniye a Istanbul puis
transféré a la prison de Cankiri, 500 km plus a l'est, avait déja déclaré qu'il refuserait une
éventuelle grace présidentielle.

D'autre pért, le Parti Réqulicain du Peuple (CHP, social-démocrate, 49 siége au parlement
sur 550) a entrepris des préparatifs pour rechercher les les moyens d'obtenir la libération de

M. Yagmurdereli, selon la méme source.

INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1997

U.S. Backs OffIts Call

For New Iraq Sanctions

By John M. Goshko

Washington Post Service

UNITED NATIONS, New York —
In an attempt to defuse strong oppo-
-sition from Russia and -France, the
United States is backing away from its
call for immediate new sanctions
pgainst Iraq for interfering with United
Nations weapons inspectors and has
uffered to wait six months for the Se-

curity Council to act against Iraq, UN"

diplomatic sources said. . .. .
.But, the sources said, the -United
States wants a commitment that the
Sanctions automatically would take ef-
fect then if President Saddam Hussein’s
government continues to defy UN or-

ders. So far, Russia and France have not

accepted that condition. L
At issue is a proposal by the United

States and Britain to toughen the sanc-

tions imposed on Iraq after its 1990 in-
vasion of Kuwait to include a ban on
international travel by Iragi military and
intelligence officials. The aim is to force

Iraq to .stop hindering UN inspectors
charged with eliminating Mr. Saddam’s
remaining weapons of mass destruction.

Washington began pressing for the
new sanctions.in June but ran into op-
position from Russia and France. Both
countries have strong economic. in-
terests with Baghdad and advocate a
more flexible and conciliatory line.

After President Bill Clinton inter-
vened with President Boris- Yeltsin of
Russia during the Group of Seven.in-
dustrial nations summit meeting in July,
a compromise was worked out that also
won French agreement. It called for the
Security Council to give Iraq until Oct.
11 to cooperate with UN inspections or
face a travel ban.. -

That deadline has expired, and the
United States and Britain — citing con-
tinued Iraqi blocking of inspections —
are circulating a resolution that would
have the 15-nation. council impose the
restrictions. But Russia and France,
each of which can veto any resolution,
are arguing that the council should wait

before resorting to further sanctions.

. U.S. officials declined to say Monday
night whether Washington had offered
e compromise described by other dip-

‘lomatic sources. '
Bilt-Richardson, the U.S. represen-
tative to the United Nations, said: “‘The
last-resolution said there would be ad-

- ditional sanctions if they don’t comply.

We are following the letter of the law,

+ and we don’t want to sénd them a signal

that they can violate YN sanctions.”’
However, James Rubin, the State De-
partment spokesman, hinted -that the

“United' States was looking for a com-

promise. :
Mr. Rubin also said.that Secretary of
Stat¢ Madeleine Albright spoke last

“ weekend with the French foreign min-

isteq, Hubert Vedrine, and the Russian
foreign minister, Yevgeni Primakov.
France hopes to gain contracts and
concessions in the Iraqi oil industry once
sanctions are ended. Russia is owed
billions of dollars for weapons sold to
Mr. Sdddam’s military by the defunct

‘Soviet Union but cannot collect until

Iraq again begins eamning oil revenue.
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La Turquie, nouvelle étape de I'internationalisation d'Europe 1

ISTANBUL
de notre envoyée spéciale

MC Solaar, le rappeur frangais,
et Izel, chanteuse turque, étaient
les vedettes du lancement, jeudi
9 octobre 2 Istanbul, de Geng Ra-
dio, la derni¢re née d’Europe Dé-
veloppement international (EDI),
filiale du groupe Europel
Communication.

Cette station est 2 I'image des
18 radios créées depuis 1989 par le
groupe, et elle est symbolique de
sa stratégie de développement a
I'étranger, depuis que la dérégula-
tion radiophonique est a I'ordre
du jour. Dés que la législation lo-
cale le permet, EDI se cherche un
partenaire local pour prendre pied
sur ce nouveau marché.

En Turquie, le groupe de Jean-
Luc Lagardere s’est associé avec
Osman Ataman, un fou de radio
4gé de trente ans, qui avait déja
lancé une radio pirate en 1992.
Deux années de _travail en
commun leur ont ‘permis de
mettre sur pied une radio natio-
nale, une société de production,
Radyonet, qui produit deux pro-

grammes différents, Popnet et
Hitnet, auxquels devraient étre af-
filiées 160 radios d’ici a 1a fin de
I’'année. Une régie publicitaire,
Fulmedya, a été créée pour vendre
les espaces de cet ensemble.

DANS 75 VILLES

Présente dans 75 villes, Geng
vise un public jeune dans ce pays
oli les moins de trente ans repré-
sentent plus de la moitié de la po-
pulation. Peinture propre, mo-
quette et meubles neufs, studios
étroits et matériels modernes
sentent encore le neuf dans les bu-
reaux ol les trente-huit personnes
de la radio et de la régie publici-
taire viennent de s’installer. Pour
&tre en conformité avec la loi
turque qui stipule qu'un investis-
seur étranger ne doit pas posséder
plus de 20 % du capital d’'une en-
treprise de média, EDI et ses asso-
ciés ont été contraints d'imaginer
une architecture complexe de ré-
partition de 'actionnariat: créa-
tion d'une holding et systéme de
participations croisées avec la so-
ciété de production musicale Raks.

« Notre objectif est d’arriver les
premiers au bon moment. Nous
profitons de la dérégulation radio-
phonique au fur et @ mesure qu’elle
se produit pour nous installer dans
un pays ol les perpectives de crois-
sance du PIB et d’émergence des
classes moyennes sont impor-
tantes », explique Martin Brisac,
directeur délégué des activités ra-
dio. A chaque fois le systéme est le
méme : association avec un parte-
naire local auquel le groupe Eu-
rope 1 Communication apporte
son expertise sur les programmes,
1a gestion et le management, mise
en place des équipes et création
d’une régie publicitaire.

TOUJOURS PLUS A L’EST

En Turquie, I'investissement
s’éJeve 2 10 millions de francs pouf
le groupe frangais, qui refuse de
communiquer les résultats de ses
activités A I'étranger. « Aux résul-
tats immédiats, nous préférons la
valorisation de nos investisse-
ments », précise Jacques Lehn,
président délégué d’Europel
Communication. Et les dirigeants

de ce groupe ne se font pas prier
pour raconter les offres qui leur
ont été faites par des groupes bri-
tanniques et américains pour des
radios qu'ils ont créées en Russie
ou en Tchécoslovaquie, il y a quel-
ques années,

Pour Yavenir, ils regardent tou-
jours plus 3 Est. En 1998, ils es-
pérent la libéralisation des ondes,
maintes fois promise en Inde, ils
négocient en Indonésie et ils
savent qu'ils n’ont pas épuisé leurs
ressources dans la vaste Chine.

Grice 2 ses implantations a
Pétranger et ses 500 émetteurs ou
radios locales retransmettant ses
programmes, Europe 1 Communi-
cation revendique une zone de
couverture de 400 millions de per-
sonnes en dehors de la France et
de 30 millions d’auditeurs quoti-
diens. Une aubaine pour I'image
de marque du groupe, légérement
écornée par les difficultés que ren-
contre la station mére pour re-
monter son audience dans 'Hexa-
gone.

Frangoise Chirot

Tribune

PUBLISHED WITH THE NEW YORK TIMES AND THE WASHINGTON POST

Two Crises in Iraq

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1997

There are two crises in Iraq, and
othey nations of the world are respond-
ing in their fashion to only one. That
one is urgent and familiar: the renewed
confrontation that Saddam Hussein
has provoked by again resisting the
United Nations arms inspections he
agreed to after the Guif War.

Last June, Washington began press-
ing for new sanctions. But, under Rus-
sian and French urging, it put off the
issue to October so as to allow Iraqi
cooperation. Instead Iraq stonewalled,
and now, with Russia and France still
dragging, the United States suggests
a further six-month wait and then, if
Iraq is not in compliance, automatic
new sanctions. If the United Nations is
serious about its own credibility, this
is a minimal plan.

The second, quieter and barely no-
ticed crisis in Iraq extends beyond the
challenge of maintaining alliance fi-
delity in the face of an outlaw state’s
defiance. This one goes to the immense
suffering of the Iraqi people as a result
not simply of the war but of the in-
ternational economic sanctions that
have been in place against the regime
in the nearly seven years since.

The consequences are well attested
to and include an annual extra death toll
of perhaps a million people, 60 percent
of them children, and the still unre-
paired desolation of the public health

infrastructure bombed out in the war.

Americans are accustomed to treat
this appalling situation for what it is —
the result of the overweening cynicism
of a dictator exploiting the misery of
his own people for political ends. Many
figured that last year’s opening of an
oil-for-food humanitarian loophole in
the sanctions would at one swoop ease
both Iraqi misery and American dis-
comfort. But little food and practically
nomedicine has passed through what is
barely a billion-dollar loophole, and
the public health infrastructure remains
mostly debris.

The new sanctions that Washington
is cranking up would keep Iragi mil-
itary, intelligence, police and strategic
industry officials from traveling
abroad. The United States should be
working hard to rally broad support for
such a restriction.

But that is not enough. Some new
thinking is needed on how best to re-
lieve innocent but hurt Iraqi civilians.
A national or international awareness
campaign? A larger humanitarian
loophole? More focused attention to
infrastructure repair? Something like
this is essential to preserve what must
be the two strands of American policy:
tightening up on Iraq’s arms viola-
tions, loosening up on the humanit-
arian needs of its people.

— THE WASHINGTON POST.
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ROBERT F. KENNEDY MEMORIAL

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE For more information, contact:
Friday, October 24, 1997 ‘ * Anjali Kochar, 202/463-7575, ext. 227

TWO LAWYERS FROM TURKEY
NAMED RECIPIENTS OF
1997 ROBERT F. KENNEDY HUMAN RIGHTS AWARD

Washington, D.C.: Two human rights lawyers from Turkéy will receive the 1997 Robert F: Kennedy
Human Rights Award, RFK Memorial Chairman Edwin Guthman announced late Thursday. October 23.

Senal Sarihan is a prominent human rights lawyer who has made strengthening civil society in
Turkey a major goal of her work. Mrs. Sarihan has worked on many cases of death in detention, torture and
sexual assault, including rape, in police custody. She has also handled difficult human rights cases, including
those of intellectuals and lawyers charged with “separatist propaganda.” Mrs. Sarihan gained respect for her
courage and integrity in defending women’s rights at a critical juncture when, in 1996, for the first time in its
modem history, Turkey’s government was led by an Islamist party. She is president of the Contemporary
Women’s Association, an umbrella group of women’s organizations, which was instrumental in organizing a
rally in February 1997 attended by 35,000 people supporting women'’s rights.

Sezgin Tanrikulu, a leading human rights lawyer, is secretary-general of the Bar Association in
Diyarbakir and founder of the Diyarbakir Human Rights Association. Diyarbakir is the most populous city
in southeast Turkey, which is home to much of Turkev’s Kurdish population. The region is torn by a bloody
war that has taken the lives of more than 26,000 people since 1984. Extrajudicial killings are the norm in
southeast Turkey, and much of the region is under martial law. Mr. Tanrikulu is known for handling difficult
human rights cases and is among the first within Turkey’s legal community to submit cases to the European
Court for Human Rights. Presently, he is representing the families of 10 inmates beaten to death after alleged
unrest in. Diyarbakir prison. ' '

Human rights organizations and the United Nations have documented a record of serious human
rights problems in Turkey, including torture, deaths in official custody, disappearances, and the lack of
accountability of the security forces. Turkey’s failure to resolve these human rights problems remains one of |
the primary obstacles to the country’s aspiration to become a full member of the European Union. |

“We are especially concerned about the Turkish government’s arbitrary repression, through its legal
system, of freedom of expression. As of October 1997, 43 journalists are languishing in Turkish prisons, the
- highest number in the world,” said RFK Human Rights Award judge Rose Styron.

During a visit to Germany this month, Turkey’s Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz stressed the need to
improve respect for human rights in his country. The recent lifting of emergency rule in three southeast
provinces is viewed as a first step toward easing the military and political tension that has hampered any
serious attempt toward these goals.

According to observers, Turkey is at a critical juncture, with the ongoing brutal civil war in the
southeast, the Welfare Party ousted from power in July 1997 under considerable military pressure and facing
disbandment by the Turkish Supreme Court, and candidacy for full membership in the European Union under
counsideration. “Turkey needs lawyers like Sezgin Tanrikulu and Senal Sarihan who have
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dedicated their careers to strengthening the rule of law, building civil society and improving respect for
human rights.” said Kerry Kennedy Cuome. founder of the RFK Center for Human Rights. “Their cause
requires extraordinary courage and devotion: in Divarbakir alone. more than 30 lawyers are facing criminal
charges that appear to be based solely on their professional activities as lawyers.”

The RFK Human Rights Award will be presented on Thursday, November 20, 1997, bv Mrs.
Robert F. Kennedy and Senator Edward M. Kennedy (D-MA) at a ceremony in the Senate Caucus Room
in Washington. D.C. U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Bill Richardson will give the keynote
address.

Rose Styron. poet and human rights activist. chaired the 1997 RFK Human Rights Award judges
panel. The other judges are: Robert L. Bernstein, Chair of Human Rights Watch: Patt Derian, former
Assistant Secretarv of State for Human Rights in the Carter Administration: Louis Henkin, Professor
Emeritus at Columbia University Law School: and Michael Posner., executive director of the Lawyers
Committee for Human Rights.

The judges made their selection from nominations submitted by an International Advisory Committee
of more than 60 members known for their work in the field of human rights.

The Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Award was established in 1984 to express Robert
Kennedy’s unequivocal opposition to tyranny and his belief in the power of moral courage to overcome
injustice. The award is presented each year to individuals who. at great personal risk. have stood up to
government oppression in their pursuit of respect for human rights (below is a list of past laureates). The
award carries a cash prize of $30,000, which the two laureates will split.

The RFK Center for Human Rights carries out projects that support. enhance and complement the
efforts of the Human Rights Award laureates. The Center investigates and publishes reports on human rights
conditions and campaigns to heighten awareness of these issues, seeks to gain the release of prisoners of
conscience, and encourages governments and international orgamzations to adopt policies that help ensure
respect for human rights.

Founded in 1968, the RFK Memorial advances Robert Kennedy’s vision of freedom and democracy
by encouraging justice and respect for human rights -- in the United States and around the world.

Past RFK Human Rights Award Laureates

Anonymous Sudanese human rights activist (1996):

Indian advocate for the abolition of child labor Kailash Satyarthi (1995);

Imprisoned Vietnamese human rights activists Dr. Nguyven Dan Que and Professor Doan Viet Hoat (1995);
Imprisoned Chinese dissident Wei Jingsheng and human rights activist Ren Wanding (1994):

Indonesian human rights attorney Bambang Widjojanto (1993):

Malawi trade unionist and pro-democracy leader Chakufwa Chihana (1992):

Human rights lawyers Avigdor Feldman of Isracl and Raji Sourani of Gaza (1991):

Guatemalan human rights activist Amilcar Mendez Urizar (1990);

Chinese astrophysicist and democracy advocate Fang Lizhi (1989);

Kenyan human rights attorney Gibson Kamau Kuria (1988);

South Korean labor and human rights activist Kim Keun Tae and prisoners’ rights activist In Jae Keun
(1987),

Polish Solidarity’s Zbigniew Bujak and Adam Michnik (1986):

¢ South African anti-apartheid activists Allan Boesak, Dr. Bevers Naude and Winnie Mandela (1985): and
e The Co-Madres. a Salvadoran women’s group working to end human rights abuses in their country (1984).
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Turkey rewards !obbymg firm that
hosted pro-PKK Kurds in Washlngton

UGUR AKINCI
Washington — Turkish Daily News

& Turkey has rewarded one of the biggest
law firms in Washington, Patton Boggs,
with a new lobbying account to represent
Ankara on all legal matters.

Patton Boggs, headed by one of the most
influential Washington lobbyists, Thomas
Boggs, and which employs about 400 attor-
neys, also, however, ha Jpens to be the same
law firm that welcomed two pro-Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK) Kurdlsh representa-
tives to Washmgton in 1994,

Thomas Boggs’ mother, Lilian Boggs,
has just been ratified by the U.S. Senate as
the new U.S. ambassador to the Vatican.
_l?'%ggs’ sister, Cokie Roberts, anchors ABC

s Sunday political talk-show program.

Thomas Boggs, who reportedly is in
Turkey at this time of writing, did not return
TDN’s prior calls conceming this story.

There is no indication so far if Mr.
Boggs was personally aware of the hosting
of the two pro-PKK Kurdish activists by
his own firm back in 1994, or if the
Turkish government asked the company
to disclose any such information when
the contract was signed this year.

“O’Dwyer’s Washington Report,” the
well-known PR industry newsletter,-also
reported that “attorneys at Patton
Boggs did not return phone calls for
comment about the scope of the work
for Turkey.”

Remzi Kartal and Ali Yigit are two".
former deputies from the now defunct
Democracy Party (DEP), who escaped
Turkey on June 16, 1994 in order to .
escape arrest by-the Turkish authorities
on charges of treason.

They were welcomed in Washington
at a roundtable discussion organized by
Patton Boggs partner Steven .
Schneebaum.’

Kartal and Yigit never hid their sym-
pathy for the cause of the PKK, which
the U.S. State Department has always
referred to’ as a ‘vicious terror
organization,” and has recently -
declared it a “forelgn terronst :
organization.”

Since 1984, almost 30,000 people
have died in clashes between the PKK
and the Turkish Security Forces, .

Both Kartal and Yigit maintained,
during a TDN interview in 1994, that
the Turkish government’s military
response to the Kurdish problem had
forced many young Kurdish men to
*“join the guerrillas” — including
Kartal’s own son.

Currently both Kartal and Yigit are
among the senior members of the
“Kurdistan Parliament in Exile,” which
the U.S. State Department, in the past,
regularly referred to as a “PKK
financed” organization.

Kartal and Yigit were the prmc:pal
speakers at the roundtable discussion,
“The State of Democracy in Turkey,”
held on July 13, 1994, on the
premises of Patton, Boggs & Blow,
at 2550 M Street, N.-W., Washington,
D.C.

The discussion was co-organized by
the International Human Rights Law
Group (to which Steven Schneebaum
also belonged) and the Congressional

.Human Rights Foundation — which
- did not have anything to do with the

U.S. Congress and was headed by
Kathryn Porter, a Kurdish activist and
the wife of Representative John Edward
Porter (Republican) of Hllinois. _
- Mrs. Porter is currently participating
in a hunger strike on the grounds of U.S.
Capito! in order to force the release of
Leyla Zana, also a former DEP deputy,

who was found guilty on charges of sep-

- aratism, and is currently imprisoned in

Ankara.

The invitation to the discussion held
on the Patton, Boggs & Blow premises
was faxed on official Patton, Boggs &
Blow’s stationery. Attached were the
biographies of Kartal and Yigit.

The two former members of the
Turkish Parliament also appeared on
July 22, 1994 at a panel on the “The
State of Democracy in Turkey,” spon-
sored by the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), at the
U.S. Congress

$2 million a year

Patton Boggs, according to
O’Dwyer’s Washington Report, will
reportedly receive $2 'million a year
from the Turkish government in return
for its legal counseling and lobbymg

- efforts.

At this writing, the company had not
yet registered as a “Foreign Agent” with
the U.S. Justice Department as required
by law.

Turkish Daily News

October 24, 1997
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Turkish Dally News

New PKK tactics in Black Sea region

Ankara - Turkish Daily News

® The Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK),
a separatist terrorist organization, while
trying to establish a base in Alawite vil-
lages in eastern and central Anatolia, has
started to use illegal leftist organizations
as subcontractors in the Black Sea region,
the Anatolian news agency reported.

Top security officers stated, “Terrorist
organizations cannot appear or act in the
Black Sea region since it is very risky
and difficult in terms of the terrain, and
so the PKK cannot conduct activities in
the forests or villages in the area. As a
result, the PKK has started to utilize ille-

al leftist organizations such as the
Eevolution People’s Liberation
Party/Front (DHKP-C) and the Turkish
Workers’ and Peasants’ Liberation Army
(TIKKO) as subcontractors there.
Previously, leftist groups were active in
the Black Sea. Now the PKK manifests
its presence by utilizing these leftist
groups, Citizens in the region have to be
veré careful.” ,
n the other hand, officers of Alawite

associations in Elazig, Malatya, Sivas

and Tokat stated that the separatist PKK
had previously tried, prior to Sept. 12,
1980, the date of the military coup, to
establish a base by making use of illegal
leftist groups, but the organization was
unsuccessful in its endeavor. The PKK
was searching for places to stay in moun-
tain villages where Alawite people
formed a majorig, said Hasan Meseli,
chairman of the Foundation for
Continuing the Culture of Haci Bektas
Veli. He stated that, especially in
Tunceli, Erzincan, Elazig, Malatya,
Kahramanmaras, Sivas and Tokat, the
PKK looks for Alawite homes. By
exploiting the Alawite people’s feelings
about the unfortunate incidents at the
Madimak Hotel in Sivas and in Istanbul’s
Gaziosmanpasa district, the terrorist PKK
is accelerating its activities to create a
base of operation in the Black Sea region.
“Prior to Sept. 12, some leftist groups
had the opportunity to situate themselves

- in some villages, and now the PKK is try-

ing to infiltrate there as well. They call
ugon our people to rebel by making use
of these unfortunate incidents. However,
our Alawite citizens are able to recognize

this provocation and do not let them into
their circles. As a result, our citizens in
these villages are oppressed and threat-
ened. Our state is strong and Alawites are
loyal to their nation, state and flag. No
oréja(nization can destroy this loyaity. The
PKK is the enemy of the state, the nation,
the flag, our religion and our unity.”

Meseli stated that the Alawite founda-
tions and associations have to be careful-
ly scrutinized, since some “cover” associ-
ations had been established. These covers
have to be done away with. “Through
these cover organizations, the PKK want-
ed to make use of our naive citizens. Our
state has to demonstrate that holding all
Alawite citizens responsible for all the
denunciations is unfair. The PKK
attempts to incite demonstrations in the
regions where Alawite citizens are locat-
ed with the hclr of these covers. OQur
state should help us. For example, the
government gave us TL 5 billion, but we
still cannot complete the building of our
foundation since the fund was insuffi-
cient. N(')rﬁreacher comes to our funerals
to pray. The Directorate of Religious
Affairs should help us.”

US: Turks are right about N.Iraq

Washington — Turkish Dally News

*“That view of ours hasn’t changed,” Rubin confirmed.

® The U.S. State Department made it clear on Wednesday that,
despite reports of Turkey forming a “buffer zone” inside north-
emn Iraq to protect itself from the attacks of PKK terrorists, it
was still justified in what it was doing.

“Turkey’s military has begun occupation of the buffer zone
in northern Iraq. Reports say that is has United States and
Israeli support, and that it’s using siifveillancg equipment pur-
chased from the United States and Israel. Can you'comment on
what role Turkish troops will have in the zone and how long
they are planning on staying?” a journalist asked State
Department spokesman Jamie Rubin.,

Unchanged view

After saying that he had no information on the “buffer zone” in
question, Rubin added: “I can say what our standard position is
on this subject — is that in the past when Turkey has acted in
northern Iraq in pursuit of what they say are legitimate opera-
tions against terrorists, we have said we understand that 1ssue
and would want to see any action limited in duration and scope
and with due regard for human rights concerns.”

Security zone

Would that still be the official view even if Turkey was setting
up a “security zone” inside northern Iraq? a journalist wanted to
know. *“Right,” Rubin said. “That woulg be a hypothetical ques-
tion that [ wouldn’t answer until 1 had received some informa-
tjon, about their infentions and their statements and we had
talked about it snternally. All that happened is that I heard about
the press report on my way in the door. I think this is pretty
real-time stuff here.”

Iraqi Foreign Minister Mouhammed Said Al-Sahaf harshly
criticized Turkey claiming that “Ankara acted as an invader 1n
northern Iraq,” in his interview with leading daily Al-Hayat,
according to Anatolia news agency.

PUK: ‘KDP is

preparing to attack us’

In addition, the Jalal Talabani-led Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK) claimed on Thursday that the KDP was preparing for a
large-scale attack on them. In a statement, the PUK also
accused Turkey of supporting the KDP.
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e Une plainte’ de Leyla Zana et de trois. ex-deputes ‘Kurdes jugee
recevable

STRASBOURG, 24 oct (AFP) - La Commission européenne des droits de I'homme a jugé
"en partie recevable" vendredi & Strasbourg une plainte de l'ancienne députée kurde
Leyla Zana et de trois autres députés, actuellement emprisonnés en Turquie, du Parti de la
démocratie (DEP, pro-kurde, dissous).

Cette plainte, la troisieme concernant cette affaire, avait été déposée a Strasbourg par Mme
Zana, lauréate 1995 du prix Sakharov des droits de 'homme décerné par le Parlement
européen, conjointement avec Selim Sadak, Hatip Dicle et Ohran Dogan.

Les quatre députés se plaignent de l'absence d'indépendance et d'impartialité de la Cour
de stireté de 1'Etat qui les a condamnés a des peines de trois a quinze ans, d'une atteinte a
la liberté d'expression et d'association et de discrimination. Cette partie de la requéte a été
jugée recevable par la Commission.

Elle a en revanche estimé irrecevable les plaintes des requérants concernant les modalités
de leur arrestation a la suite de la levée de leur immunité parlementaire et la durée et les
conditions de leur garde & vue. :

La Commission, dont 'avis ne lie pas la Cour de droits de I'homme qui juge en dernier
recours, va maintenant rédiger un rapport en examinant l'affaire au fond.

Les deux premiéres plaintes des députés, qui portaient sur les conditions de la garde a vue
et l'interdiction du parti DEP, avaient été jugées recevables par la Commission, mais la
Cour n'a pas encore tranché.
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o Le mlhtant des dronts de Ihomme Esber Yagmurdereh refuse d'étre

_"'ammstle L

ANKARA, 24 oct (AFP) - Esber Yagmurdereli, un défenseur des droits de 'Homme
aveugle emprisonné mardi pour "propagande séparatiste pro- -kurde" et qui risque de
passer 23 ans derriére les barreaux, a rejeté l'offre du pre31dent turc Suleyman Demirel de
lui accorder la gréace présidentielle, ont annoncé vendredi & Ankara ses avocats.

"Esber Yagmurdereli refuse d'accepter les initiatives en vue de lui accorder une amnistie
spéciale”, a déclaré Me Turhan Icli. "Yagmurdereli veut que la Turquie léve les
interdictions en matiére de liberté de pensée, et non étre libéré de prison”, a expliqué
I'avocat.

M. Yagmurdereli, un avocat 4gé de 52 ans, avait été arrété lundi, incarcéré mardi soir dans
la prison d'Umraniye a Istanbul, puis transféré a celle de Cankiri, 500 km plus & l'est.

Une peine de 10 mois de privation de liberté lui avait été infligée en mai pour
"propagande séparatiste pro-kurde” et l'appel de ses avocats avait été rejeté en septembre.

Cette condamnation a annulé une précédente libération conditionnelle qui lui avait
permis de recouvrer la liberté en 1991, aprés 13 ans sous les verrous. Esber Yagmurdereli
purgeait, en effet, a cette date une peine de prison a perpétuité en vertu d'une autre
condamnation en 1978 pour "activités subversives armées” contre le régime.

Or, selon la législation en vigueur, il ne devait pas commettre de nouveau crime pendant

le temps qu'il lui restait a étre emprisonné pour achever la durée maximum de 36 ans a
purger en Turquie pour les condamnations a perpétuité. En cas de nouvelle

condamnation durant la liberté conditionnelle, la durée restante de la premiére peine, soit,
en l'occurrence, 23 ans, devait s'ajouter a celle de la seconde.
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e Damas dénonce la création d'une "zone de sécurité” turque en lrak

DAMAS, 25 oct (AFP) - Le ministre syrien de I'Information Mohammed Salman a
dénoncé samedi la création par la Turquie d'une "zone de sécurité” dans le nord de I'Irak,
affirmant que des experts américains et israéliens opéraient dans cette zone, a rapporté

'agence officielle SANA.

“La présence d'experts israéliens et américains dans la zone de sécurité créée par
I'occupant turc dans le nord de I'Trak est dangereuse pour tous les Arabes”, selon SANA.

Le ministre s'exprimait lors d'une rencontre avec des journalistes accompagnant le chef
de la diplomatie russe Evguéni Primakov, arrivé samedi matin a Damas, deuxiéme étape
d'une tournée dans la région.

La semaine derniére, la Turquie avait créé de facto une zone de sécurité dans le nord de
I'Irak pour empécher les infiltrations sur son territoire de rebelles du Parti des
Travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, séparatistes kurdes de Turquie).

Un systéme électronique a également été installé, en coopération avec les Etats-Unis et
Israél, pour surveiller le secteur irakien de la frontiére.

Comparant cette zone a celle créée par Israél au Liban sud, le ministre syrien a affirmé que
la "création de cette zone est une violation de l'intégrité territoriale de 1'Irak et n'est pas
conforme aux régles internationales”, a ajouté l'agence.

Il a en outre souligné "le souci de son pays de résoudre les problemes avec la Turquie dans
le cadre des relations de bon voisinage, ainsi que son souci de ne pas intervenir dans les
affaires interieures de la Turquie”.

Le ministre a également critiqué la coopération militaire entre la Turquie et Israél,
affirmant que la Turquie avait "préparé cette coopération en gelant la commission
conjointe syro-turque ainsi que la commission tripartite syro-irano-turque, créée pour

sauvgarder I'unité de I'Irak avant d'en occuper une partie en créant une zone de sécurité".

La plus haute instance dirigeante en Syrie, le Front national progressiste (FNP), avait
récemment souligné son "attachement a des relations normales avec la Turquie qui doit
de son c6té réviser sa politique, notamment celle de son alliance avec Israél qui menace
toute la nation arabe".

Ankara a développé sa coopération militaire avec Israél depuis I'an dernier, malgré les
protestations des pays arabes, notamment la Syrie qui s'estime visée au premier chef.
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e L'UPK accuse la Turquie de nouveaux raids aériens contre ses
positions

ANKARA, 25 oct (AFP) - L'Union patriotique du Kurdistan (UPK) de Jalal Talabani a
accusé samedi la Turquie d'avoir procédé de nouvelles attaques aériennes contre ses
positions dans le nord de 1Trak.

"Des avions turcs ont bombardé samedi a 12h00 des positions de I'UPK situées a I'est de
Rawanduz” (pres de la frontiére avec I'Iran), a déclaré a I'AFP le représentant de 'UPK a
Ankara, Shazad Saib.
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M. Saib a fait état de la poursuite samedi des combats entre I'UPK et les forces de la
formation rivale le Parti Démocratique du Kurdistan (PDK) de Massoud Barzani dans la
méme région. "lls (les avions turcs) appuyaient le PDK dans la région", a-t-il affirmé.

Le représentant du PDK a Ankara n'était pas joignable.

Aucune confirmation de ces attaques aériennes n'a pu étre obtenue samedi de la part des
autorités turques. o

Vendredi, I'UPK avait également accusé la Turquie d'avoir procédé a des’bombardements
de ses positions dans le nord de I'Irak. Des sources militaires turques avaient confirmé ces
attaques aériennes mais affirmé que les raids visaient les objectifs du Parti des Travailleurs
du Kurdistan (PKK, séparatistes kurdes de Turquie), qui utilise le nord de I'lrak comme
base arriére. :

Samedi, la radio de.1'UPK avait affirmé que 100 Peshmergas (combattants) du PDK avaient
été tués vendredi dans des combats dans le nord de 1'Irak. La radio du PDK avait nié ce
bilan, affirmant que les combats avaient fait 16 morts parmi les pesmergas de 1'UPK, selon
l'agence turque Anatolie. '

Ces deux radios émettent dans le nord de I'Irak et sont captées dans le sud-et anatolien
frontalier.

La Turquie et son allié le PDK, qﬁi combat les maquisards kurdes de Turquie du PKK en
Irak du nord, affirment que les forces de M. Talabani sont appuyées par le PKK.

Un cessez-le-feu était entré en vigueur le 17 pctobre sous la pression de la Turquie, des
Etats-Unis et de la Grande-Bretagne entre les deux factions kurdes rivales d'Irak, aprés la
reprise des combats le 13 octobre dans la région.

Cette tréve ai(ait été respectée généralement respectée par le PDK et 'UPK qui ont repris
les affrontements jeudi soir. '

Ces deux formations s'affrontent sporadiquement depuis 1994 pour le contréle du nord de
I'Trak, qui échappe a l'autorité de Bagdad depuis la fin de la guerre du Golfe au printemps
1991. Jusqu'a mai 1994, date a laquelle elles avaient repris les armes mutuellement, elles
avaient conjointement dirigé le nord de ITrak.

Plus de 2.500 personnes ont été tuées dans ces combats depuis 1994. Un premier
cessez-le-feu négocié par Ankara, Washington et Londres était entré en vigueur en octobre
1996 et avait été largement respecté pendant prés d'un an.

: ‘[[‘[Tﬂh .
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09:53 GMT, -
A (,')f'f,(,’_br_e “1| ANKARA, 24 oct (AFP) - Plus de 5.500 rebelles séparatistes kurdes ont été tués par les
- 1997 troupes turques depuis le début 97 dans le sud-est du pays et dans le nord de I'rak, a
©AFP 1997 || indiqué vendredi I'agence Anatolie, citant des responsables militaires turcs. .

Prés de 3.000 membres du Parti.des travailleurs du Kurdistan (PKK, séparatiste) ont été
tués lors d'affrontements qui se sont déroulés sur le territoire turc, précise l'agence.

2.500 autres séparatistes kurdes ont trouvé la mort lors de combats dans le nord de I'Irak -
au cours de deux offensives des troupes turques, la premiére en mai et juin et la seconde,
qui dure depuis fin septembre, ajoute 'agence qui ne précise pas le nombre des victimes
dans les rangs des forces turques.

450 autres membres du PKK ont été capturés vivant ou se sont rendus aux forces de
sécurité, selon Anatolie. : :

L'intervention turque en Irak, mobilisant 15.000 hommes et une centaine de chars ainsi
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que l'aviation, a débuté le 23 septembre contre les positions du PKK, en rébellion contre
Ankara depuis 1984 et qui utilise le nord de 1'Irak comme base arriére pour mener ses
attaques en territoire turc.

ue/hc/amc/ob t;

Le retrait des forces turques a commencé le 14 octobre, selon des sources sur place mais des
milliers de militaires turcs sont encore présents dans le nord de I'Irak.

Cette région, peuplée en majorité de Kurdes, échappe a l'autorité de Bagdad depuis la fin
de la guerre du Golfe en 1991.

Le PKK mene une rébellion contre Ankara depuis 1984 pour la création d'un Etat kurde
indépendant dans le sud-est de la Turquie a majorité kurde. Cette rébellion et les
opérations de représailles ont fait plus de 27.000 morts en Turquie.

Strong Oil Pressures Are Building Against

Sanctions on Iran

UWAIT — Just north of

here, Iraqi refineries near
Basra are producing tons of gas
oil used to fire power plants.
Almost every day, small pirate
vessels hugging the Iranian
coast shoot up into the Shatt-al-
Arab waterway near Basra and
load up on this Iraqi gas oil,
which the Iragis sell the pirates
at bargain prices.

These small vessels —always
staying just inside the shallow
Iragi or Iranian waters, 'where
U.S. Navy ships maintaining the

national oil companies make
their big money is by entering
into production-sharing agree-
ments with oil states.

That is, the oil company as-
sumes the risk of exploring and
developing a country’s oil
fields, and then shares in its
production until the field is dry.
This way the oil company has a
steady flow of crude for years to
pump, refine, ship and market,
profiting at each stage.

But such deals are rare these
days. Kuwait and Saudi Arabia
booted the companies out in the

By Thomas L. Friedman

For now, Iran is limiting
these production-sharing deals
to offshore fields. But if it were
to offer onshore deals, and it is
only a matter of time, every
oil company in the world would
-be salivating.

Not to be outdone, Saddam
Hussein has signed production-
sharing  agreements  with
French, Russian and Italian oil
companies that give them the
right to develop certain Iraqi
fields the minute UN sanctions
on Iraq are lifted — thus turning
the oil companies into an in-

Um,tf,d Ntat;:)r:tsiglociad& (e’:I;:ﬁ 1970s in order to develop their ternational lobby on his behalf.
Eank dgewn the Gulf. own oil. They use foreign oil . ‘“The Iraqis are offering us
a(;\l 0 the way the pirate cap- companies purely as technical incredible splits — 60, 70 per-
‘Along ein ywa dsp of cash advisers. Russia, Azerbaijan cent for the oil companies,’” one
tzuns,ffcarl’y0 glraniana ‘rals and Turkmenistan, along the executive told me. That explains
pay off variou dmira Caspian Sea, have been ready to why France and Russia are re-

and Revolutionary Guard naval
units to gain free passage
through Iranian coastal waters.

When the pirate boats reach
the southern end of the Guif,
they wait for when the u.s.
Navy isn’t around and then
shoot across from Iranian wa-
ters into the United Arab Emir-
ates or out into the Indian
Ocean. In either place, they load
their gas oil onto tankers that
take it to market. Iraq makes
money, Iran makes money, the
pirates make money.

Ain’t capitalism wonderful?

This pirate trade is only one
small way in which the geo-eco-
nomics of oil is working against
the U.S. sanctions on Iran and the
UN blockade on Iraq. .

There are today five great
lakes of oil in this part of the
world — Saudi Arabia, Kuwait,
Iraq, Iran and the Caspian Sea in
Central Asia. The way inter-

sign production-sharing agree-
ments to get that oil out, but
because they are fighting over
who will get what share and
where the pipelines will run, the
Caspian remains locked shut.

That leaves Iran and Iraq.
Both these countries understand
what the oil companies want,
and they are ready to give it to
them. The deal just signed be-
tween Iran and the French, Rus-
sian and Malaysian oil compa-
nies is a production-sharing
agreement for them to search
for gasin Iran’s huge South Pars
offshore gas field.

You can see the allure. The
oil companies get the kind of
deal they have not seen in the
Middle East since the 1970s.
Iran,” whose oil fields are run-
down, gets technical help from
the oil companies and a thumb
in the eye to U.S. sanctions.

sisting U.S. efforts to tighten
UN sanctions on Saddam.

You need to spend only a few
days in Kuwait — hearing from
some of the 600 Kuwaiti fam-
ilies who had loved ones ab-
ducted by Iraq during the in-
vasion and never accounted for
by Baghdad, or visiting the
newly rebuilt Kuwaiti oil fields.
that Iraq gratuitously set ablaze,
creating a mammoth ecological
disaster — to be reminded why
Saddam is such a menace and
why the sanctions on Iraq need
to be maintained.

Unfortunately, the geo-eco-
nomics is pulling the other way.

Powerful, oil-driven forces
are building against the U.S:
sanctions on Iran. And Saddam
is clearly hoping that if and when
the Iran sanctions collapse, those
on Iraq will fall next.

The New York Times.

Herald sgfin Eribune

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1997




Revue de Presse-Press Review-Berhevoka Capé-Rivista Stampa-Dentro de la Prensa-Basin Ozeti

- PUK-KDP truce ends,
Turkish jets raid region

The PUK says it was hit by .
Turkish fighters, Turkey says 1t
attacked PKK targets in the region

Ankara - Turkish Daily News

m Heavy fighting broke out in northern Irag on Friday

after the six-day old U.S.-brokered cease-fire col-
lapsed on Thursday.

pThe Patriotic Ur}xlion of Kurdistan (PUK) announced
in Washington and in Ankara that the cease-fire had
been effectively terminated after Turkish jets raided its
positions in northern Iraq. : o

The PUK charged that the fighters of its rival, the
Kurdistan Democratic Party (KD}"), lgunched anew
offensive immediately after the air raids, but were
repulsed. . )

Both sides reported heavy fighting on Friday.
Turkish officials confirmed Turkish air raids in north-
ern Iraq but denied these were against the PUK. A
Foreign Ministry announcement said the raids were
against four Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) terrorist
bases in the region. ) o

Mass circulation daily Hurriyet claimed the air raids
were directed at the PUK to stop its advance against
the KDP, which, the paper said, is favored by Ankara.

Barham Saleh, the PUK representative in
Washington told Reuters: “This is the most serious
breach of the cease-fire arrangement, that has been in
effect since Oct. 17, and essentially the Turks have
shifted from being a sponsor of the peace process to
being a party to the conflict.” )

He said he did not believe Turkey seriously wanted

ace between the two rival Kurdish factions because
it would “help consolidate a viable Kurdish self-gov-

ernment in Iraq, that some in Turkey view with alarm -

and (as) detrimental to their own Kurdish communi-

~ positive thing,” he added.

ty.” Meanwhile, Egyptian Foreign
Minister Amr Moussa said Egypt
opposed a Turkish military pres-
ence in northern Iraq because it
affected Iraq’s territorial integrity
and could lead to more clashes
with Kurds, Reuters reported.
“Anything that affects the
integrity of Iraqi land is against
Egypt’s policy. We cannot support
or agree to it,” Moussa told
reporters in Cairo. “It has been
proven that security zones,are.ideas.
that lead to more clashes rather
than prevent them. They are not a

The Turkish press has reported
that northern Iraq had effectively
become a Turkish security zone

and that u[) to 8,000 Turkish sol-
diers would stay there to fight the
PKK.

In a related development, a
senior Iranian diplomat told the
TDN that his country is very sensi-
tive towards Turkey’s military
actions in the areas close to their
border. :

“We are concermned about
Ankara’s military actions in areas
near our border,” he said. .

He also stated that the successor

of the deputy foreign minister,
Alaeddin Burucerdi, will be visit-
ing Ankara next week to focus on
these issues and discuss bilateral
issues ranging from appointment of
ambassadors to a natural gas deal.

‘October 25, 1997

Turkish Dally News

KDP: PUK appoints P
for local administrations

SAADET ORUC
Ankara - Turkish Daily News

® The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK) shares its local administra-
tions with the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK), according

* to an official from the PUK’s rival

organization, the Kurdistan

Democratic Party (KDP), who

spoke to the TDN on Friday.
“The PUK shares its local

administrations with the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers’ Party. In some
towns, the PKK even has its own
administration,” said a KDP offi-
cial. In the Balak region, in the
towns of Haci1 Umran, Al Qasri
and Coman, the KDP claims, PKK
members are in administrative posts.”
Turkish and Iranian officials confirmed
the KDP’s allegation, when questioned
by the Turkish Daily News.

In a later development, the KDP

said a “mobile PKK group” attacked
four settlements in the Mozouri Jhori

+ region in northemn Irag, killing 14 civil-

ians and wounding nin€’ othiers.

The KDP said that, afiiong those
killed in the raids against the villages
of Korka, Chema, Dizo and Selki, were

10 children including a one-year-old
baby.
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Protest
al campaigner's
arrest

Istanbul - Turkish Daily News

B A leftist activist staged a protest in
front of the State Security Court
(DGM) Friday over the arrest of a
blind human rights campaigner.

Blind lawyer Esber $agmurdereli,
known for collecting one million sig-
natures to call for an end to a 13-year
government war in southeast e
against Kurdish rebels, was arrested in
Istanbul Tuesday after appearing on a
television program. His arrest has
hikghlighted the detention of thousands
of other Turks who are seeking to end
the fighting between Turkey and the
Kurdistan Workers Party (IYKK) and
increased democracy in the country.
The detention has sparked an uproar in
Turkey and Europe.

On Friday, musician and fellow
activist Sanar Yurdatapan staged a

rotest in front of the DGM in
stanbul, urging authorities to release
Yagmurdereli immediately.

Yurdatapan, who has been alleged
to be a member of the PKK, threat-
ened to publish the second edition to
the outlawed book “Freedom of
Thought” to help get Yagmurdereli’s
release from prison.

The first book, published in.1994
and coauthored by 184 people, was
banned because it contained the writ-
ings of many intellectuals, detained on
political charges. The coauthors are on
trial. He said the new book would be
coauthored by 30,000 people.
“Something should be done for Esber
Yagmurdereli, otherwise we will com-
mit an offense and go into the prison,”
Yurdatapan said. Yurdatapan is a
famed pop music songwriter, whose
songs won many awards in the 1970s.
He and his former wife, Melike
Demirag, fled Tuxke%' in 1980 follow-
ing the September 12 military coup to
escape prosecution for their leftist
views.

Turkish Daily News

Satwrday, October 25, 1997

Turkish forces dealt

the greatest blow to
terrorists in 1997

During operations in the last ten months,
six thousand terrorists were captured

Ankara - Turkish Daily News-

® The Turkish Armed Forces inflicted the greatest damage
on terrorists in the Southeast and northern Iraq in 1997.
During the operations which were carried out 1n those
regions in the last ten months, six thousand terrorists were
captured.

In the “Hammer” operation in the northern Iraq and in the
“Dawn” and various other operations in the Southeast over
the last ten months, 4,659 terrorists were killed while 295
terrorists were captured, having been injured, and 188 sur-
rendered, the Anatolia news agency reported.

Meanwhile, 36 members of the security forces and 17 tem-
porary village guards were killed by terrorists in the last
three months.

It has been reported that the outlawed Kurdistan Workers’
Party has suffered important losses in its cadres and there-
fore has resorted to kidnaping. Security measures have been
intensified in the Southeast against terrorist activities.

Yagmurdereli rejects any
moves for special amnesty

Ankara - Turkish Daily News

m Lawyer and writer Egber Yagmurdereli has rejected initiatives
for him to receive a special amnesty, the Anatolia news agency
reported on Friday.

Yagmurdereli’s lawyers Turhan I¢li, Hasan Tatar and Hakan
Tekin said in a press conference that they had met with Yagmur-
dereli who was being held in Cankin jail. They said Yagmurdereli
strongly rejected any special amnesty and quoted Yagmurdereli,
who 1s blind, as saying such initiatives exploited his disability.
They also cited their client as saying his release was not what mat-
tered, stressing that the expression of one’s thoughts must not be
regarded as an offense. Democratic Turkey Party Chairman
Hiisamettin Cindoruk said on Friday that Parliament must take the
necessary legal steps to prevent Yagmurdereli from serving his
prison term. Cindoruk said he had not a with Yagmurdereli’s
views, h&w%/ergﬁ saxﬁi he ﬁ‘s Yla urdenl:li’s right to
express his thoughts. Republican People's eader Deniz
Bag'rekal said his party would nt a dmﬁptmliament proposing
the release of Yagmurdereli. In a statement on Friday, the Bntish
Foreign Ministry expressed its regret over the punishment given
to Yagmurdereli and Akin Birdal of the Human Rights
Association. President Silleyman Demirel was quoted as saying
he was prepared to pardon Yagmurdereli on health grounds.
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o Le Chanceher Kohl s'en prend a Guenter Grass dans la polémique sur
Ies etrangers en Allemagne

MAGDEBOURG (MAGDEBURG, Allemagne), 26 oct (AFP) - Le Chancelier Helmut Kohl
s'en est pris dimanche, sans toutefois le citer, a 1'écrivain allemand Guenter Grass a la
suite de ses attaques virulentes contre la politique turque de Bonn et sa dénonciation des
sentiments xénophobes en Allemagne.

Au congres des jeunes chrétiens-démocrates CDU & Magdebourg (est), M. Kohl a estimé a
ce sujet que "quelqu'un s'était énormément poussé du col" et a souligné que I'Allemagne
était un pays d'accueil pour les étrangers.

A l'occasion de la remise du Prix de la paix des libraires allemands a ['écrivain turc
d'origine kurde Yasar Kemal, le 19 octobre a la Foire du Livre de Francfort (Frankfurt,
centre-ouest), M. Grass avait dénoncé les expulsions de déboutés du droit d'asile, les
livraisons a la Turquie d'armes utilisées dans une "guerre d'extermination” contre les
Kurdes et plus généralement "la haine de l'étranger, latente en Allemagne".

L'auteur du "Tambour" s'était alors attiré réactions indignées de la part du gouvernement
et déclarations de soutien, tant dans 'opposition que dans certains secteurs de la majorité.

pfe/mm e

| Dépéche plus récente | Sommaire

, ‘!ﬁ“l

1997

1823 GMT:

o Demantelement d un reseau d lmmlgratlon turc vers I'Europe .
ocmdentale o : > : .

26 Octobre

@AFP 1997

SOFIA, 26 oct (AFP) - La douane bulgare a démantelé un réseau d'immigration
clandestine de Turcs vers I'Europe occidentale, a annoncé dimanche le ministére bulgare
de l'Intérieur.

A la suite de différents coup de filets a la frontiére bulgaro-macédonienne et
bulgaro-turque, la police a interpellé vendredi et samedi 25 clandestins turcs d'origine

kurde, six turcs et deux roumains ainsi que quatre passeurs bulgares.

Pour les clandestins venus de Turquie et se rendant aux Pays-Bas, les passeurs exigeaient
entre 1.200 et 1.500 dollars.

Certains des clandestins convoyaient de la drogue pour payer leur passage vers les pays de

"I'Union européenne.

vs/ia e
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urdish
factions
eturnto
open war

Turkish involvement in fighting in
northern Iraq is jeopardising
British and US efforts to
maintain pressure on Baghdad,
writes Chris Morris in Ankara

The Guardian Saturday October 25 1997

TENUOUS ceasefire

between two war-

ring Kurdish fac-

tions in northern

- rag collapsed yes-

terday after the Patriotic

Union of Kurdistan (PUK)

said it had been forced to res-

pond to attacks by the rival

Kurdistan Democratic Party

(KDP) and bombing raids by
the Turkish air force.

The PUK said the air raids |

covered a wide area, while
the KDP attacked on the
ground. Thousands of people
were displaced, making it dif-
ficult for humanitarian agen-
cies to deliver relief.

The mountains of northern
Iraq .have been politically un-
stable since the Gulf war in
1991, when Saddam Hussein
lost control of the region.
Since then the two Kurdish
factions have fought intermit-
tently on the ground, while

United States and British air-.

craft patrol the skies.
The latest clashes broke out
earlier this month. The PUK

recaptured territory near the
Iranian border and near a
strategic road, before pres-
sure from the US, Britain and
Turkey forced a shaky cease-
fire. The truce lasted for less
than a week.

“The peace process has be-
come a war process,” said the
PUK spokesman in Ankara,
Shazad Saib. “There is no
peace, so we will defend our-
selves as best we can.”

The presence of Turkish
troops in northern Iraq raises
the stakes. They have set up
an informal security zone on
the border to prevent infiltra-
tion into Turkey by rebels
from the Kurdistan Workers’
Party (PKK). The Turkish
military: and the KDP have
been working together for
several months against the
PKK, which has been waging
an insurgency in south-east-
ern Turkey since 1984.

Turkey says its bombs are
aimed at the PKK. not the
PUK. But it appears to be en-
tering the fighting between

Iraqi Kurds, raising questions
about its ability to mediate.
Turkey, the US and Britain
are supposed to be co-spon-
sors of the Ankara peace pro-
cess, intended, to get the two
Iraqi Kurdish factions to co-
operate across the region. But
there is no prospect that they
will be able to persuade the
PUK to withdraw voluntarily
to its previous positions.
Ankara's role is proving
awkward for Washington and

London. Turkey says it has no

plans to station soldiers in
northern Iraq permanently.
But it regularly mounts cross-
border operations with thou-
sands of troops.

The Turkish military seems
to be using the KDP as a cli-
ent militia to look after its in-
terests, but it also has an ex-
tensive intelligence network
of its own, and its troops have

A KDP fighter aims at rival Kurdish forces in clashes near the northern Iraq regional capital,

Irbil. The KDP seized the city last year with Saddam Hussein’s aid PHOTOGRAPH: R. WAYMAN
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been in Iraq since May. “Tur-
key is pla_ying.fast and loose

with international law in
many respects,”’ said one
Waestern source.

The US and Britain sympa-
thise with Turkey’s attempts
to subdue the PKK, but their
main interest in northern
Iraq is to keep up pressure on
President Saddam. They regu-
larly remind Kurdish factions
that the alternative to co-op-
eration could be falling under
Baghdad’s hegemony again.

This argument does not al-

' forces into the north last year

ways carry weight in a region
where any alliance is tempo-
rary. Even the Western pow-
ers were surprised though
when the KDP leader, Mas-
soud Barzani, invited Iraqi

to take on the PUK. The US-
led alliance responded to the
Iraqi military moves with air
strikes in the south of the
country, but not before Iraq
had helped the KDP to cap-
ture the regional capital, Ir-
bil, destroying a major CIA
operation in the process. The
PUK wants any settlement in

the area to include negotia-
tions on Irbil’s status.

This will not be easy, be-
cause the rivalry between Mr
Barzani and the PUK leader,
Jalal Talabani, has a history.
“It’s all about personal ani-
mosity between the two lead-
ers”, said a diplomat in An-
kara, “but most of all it is
about money.”

The KDP has been making
millions of doliars through its
control of the trade routes to

Turkey. The territorial gains
made last week by the PUK
mean it may now be able to

disrupt supply routes be-
tween the border and Irbil.

There is also a longer-term
strategy at work. Both sides
know that whoever has more
money will be best placed to
win political power if they
can agree a mechanism for
elections to a regional Kurd-
ish assembly, which the west-
ern powers advocate.

At the moment, though,
peace seems a long way off,
and the likelier prospect is
that fighting will spread.
Much depends on what the
Turkish military decides.

Turkish Daily News QOctober 26, 1997

Who’s who in the imbroglio

XDP: Kurdistan Democratic
Party. Led by Massoud Barzani,
Itis one of the two main Iraqi
Kurdish factions which want
regional autonomy'in northem
1raq. It controls territory adjacent
to the Turkish border and has
been co-operating with the
Turkish army since last May. The
KDP makes millions of dollars
each month from its control of

cross-border trade

PUK: Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan. it is led by Jalal
Talabani and is the KDP’s main
rival. It holds a swath of territory
next to the lranian border, but it’
lost control of the regional
Kurdish capital, Irbil, after heavy
fighting last year when the KDP
received military assistance from
Iragi republican guards. It has
recently been the target of joint
KDP-Turkish operations

PKK: Kurdistan Workers’ Party.
Itis fighting for autonomy in
south-eastern Turkey. It has
isolated camps spread across
northern Iraq in territory held by
the KDP and the PUK. It has been
in direct conflict with the KDP in
recent months during a Turkish
military offensive across the
border. The PKK is better trained
and equipped than either of the
Iragi Kurdish factions

.

Key
PUK controlled

i KDP controlled o on i3

PKK scattered 3
across the area ;

IRAN

40 miles

State Dept.

hit the PKK, not PUK

Kurdish factions clash
in Iraq near Iran border

Washington- Turkish Daily News

s The United States told an
inquiring American journal-
ist that Turkey hit positions
of the outlawed Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK) in
northern Iraq during the
recent air raids, and not
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK) forces as claimed by
PUK.

The PUK, led by Jalal Turkey had a security zone to start
Sa S Turks Talabani, claimed on Friday with.
y that Turkish warplanes had - “We’ve discussed the alleged
bombed its positions for a security zone with the Turkish
second day. government; we have. We under-

Turkish military sources
said the bombing, by four
planes, was directed against
areas held by the PKK.

“We’ve had a long-stand- Massoud Barzani’s
ing policy, repeated here Kurdistan Democratic Party
many times, that we support (KDP) is allied with Turkey there is no PKK presence there.”
Turkey’s right to protect  a0ainst the PKK separatists who . . We have no information that
itself frcn terrorism. The  yse mountain strongholds in north-indicates Turkish troops are estab-
PF K is 4 '2rrorist 0rganiza-  em Jraq as bases for their terrorist lishing a permanent presence in
tion, and their actions acts in southeast Turkey. Irag,” McClenny said.
against the PKK are consis- “At the same time, we have
tent with that policy. At the ‘Security zone’ stressed to the Tlll'k.lsh govern-
same time, we support the  Why would Washington condone Mment that its operations into
territorial imelg;ity and unity the Turkish “security zone” inside INorthem Iraq should be limited

e

stand the Turkish government
announcement did not establish, in
fact, a security zone, but pointed
out that the area in Northern Iraq
immediately adjacent to the
Turkish border 1s secure, and that

of Iraq,” said northern Iraq while cqndemn the  oth in scope and duration, and
McClenny, acting one Israelis have insidé southern ~ Should respect the rights of civil-
spokesman for the U.S. Lebanon, McClenny was asked.  1ans. We made these points at the

State Department. The acting spokesman denied that outset of the current operation,” h
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said, repeating the department’s
traditional stand on the issue.

“It’s also important for me to
mention at this point that we want
to reiterate that the U.S. fully
respects and supports Iraq’s unity
and territorial integrity.

Syria says Turkish

zone in N. Iraq would
cause tension

In Damascus, Syrian Foreign .
Minister Farouq al-Shara said on
Saturday that a Turkish security
zone in northern Iraq would not be
legitimate and would lead to-ten-
sion in the region. “This securi
zone has no legitimacy within the
framework of the international -
law..” the official Syrian News
Agency (SANA) quoted Shara-as
saying at the arrival of Russian
Foreign Affairs Minister Yevgeny
Primakov in Damascus. -

“Anything that contradicts = .
international law and violates the
integrity and sovereignty of coun-
tries leads to tension in the
region,” Shara added, in com- -
ments that Sana said Primakov
agreed with. :

When Turkey withdrew its
forces after its recent incursion
into northern Iraq against
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)
forces, it said it would leave
around 8,000 troops in the area to
protect its southeastern region
against the rebel Kurds.

Baghdad lost control over the
north of the country after the 1991
Gulf war, and the area is now
divided among feuding Kurdish

factions, protected from Baghdad
by an air umbrella provided by the
Gulf War allies.

Kurdish groups clash
Meanwhile, clashes between war-
ring Iragi Kurdish factions flared

.up overnight in the mountains of

northern Iraq, prompting mutual
recriminations on Saturday for the
fighting, which broke a week-old

_cease-fire, -

PUK forces fought with mem-
bers of the KDP near the Iranian
border after the collapse on Friday
of a céase-fire announced by the

 United States.

“There was fighting overnight

when the KDP attacked PUK posi-

tions in the Safeen mountains,
overlooking Shaqlawa,” the
PUK’s Ankara spokesman Shazad

.Saib said.

“They were repulsed and there
were casualties,” he said. The
Anatolian news agency quoted
PUK radio as saying 100 KDP
fighters had been killed in the
clashes. Saib said there had been

. further fighting east of Rawanduz

early on Saturday morning and
that the PUK was now believed to
control the Hamilton Road from
Diana to the Iranian border, some

45 km (28 miles) to the east.

The shattered cease-fire, which
was supported by the United
States and other peace brokers
Britain and Turkey, had ended a

- week of fierce fighting in northern

Iraq. The region has been outside
Baghdad’s control since the 1991

Gulf War.

The United States said on
Friday the State Department was
urging the warring groups to
refrain from further clashes. “We
think that renewed fighting serves
neither of the Kurdish parties
involved, nor does it serve the
Kurdish people,” McClenny told a
news briefing.

A KDP official blamed the
PUK for launching the latest -
attacks, which he said-occurred in
the Choman area near the Iranian
border, and in an area north of

‘Koy Sanjak. “There are still clash-

es there but the main thrust has
been repulsed,” Dilshad Miran,
London representative of the KDP,
told Reuters by phone.

He said 16 PUK fighters had
been killed in the fighting, but
gave no details of KDP casualties.

Miran said his group was still
seeking the withdrawal of PUK
forces from areas they had seized
since fighting broke out earlier this
month, renewing a state of hostili-
ties which has existed intermittent-
ly since 1994,

This demand is supported by
the international sponsors of talks
between the factions, but Western
diplomatic sources say the peace
brokers would be unable to force
the PUK to withdraw. “Until this
point is achieved we do not think
there will be any stability or gen-
uine cease-fire,” Miran said. “We
have to wait and see, but the
intransigence of the PUK leader-
ship has been very disappointing.”

il]ﬁ!tl :

©AFP 1997

sources judiciaires.

ue/hc/nj eaf

e Information judiciaire contre Necmettin Erbakan pour appel a la guerre
1218GMT, || -
27 Qtobre -
1997,

ANKARA, 27 oct (AFP) - Un procureur turc a ouvert lundi une information judiciaire
contre l'ancien Premier ministre islamiste Necmettin Erbakan pour-avoir appelé ses
partisans a "soutenir financiérement une guerre sainte”, a annoncé l'agence Anatolie.

A la suite d'une enquéte préliminaire, le procureur pourrait demander la levée de
I'immunité parlementaire de M. Erbakan et réclamer une peine de prison, selon des

Lors d'une récente réunion de son Parti de la Prospérité (Refah), M. Erbakan avait appelé
ses partisans a apporter un soutien financier a la chaine de télévision privée pro-Refah
Kanal 7, "afin de contribuer aux efforts pour le Djihad" (guerre sainte pour l'islam).
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By Kelly Couturier

Washington Post Service

ANKARA — The Turkish military,
determined to crush Kurdish separatists,
has deepened and prolonged its involve-
ment in northern Iraq, in the process
taking a role in the continual infighting
among Iraqi Kurds.

Turkish officials dismissed news re-
ports that the army had set up a full-time
security zone inside Iraq, like the strip of
southern Lebanon that Israel occupies.

But Western sources said Turkish
troops had maintained a presence across
the border since May, with troop es-
timates varying between several hun-
dred and tens of thousands during of-
fensives.

In May, Turkey began a major of-
fensive against rear bases of the sep-
aratist Kurdish Workers Party, a Syrian-
based guerrilla organization that has
waged an armed insurgency in south-
eastern Turkey since 1984.

Since then, Turkey has allied itself
with the Kurdistan Democratic Party, an
Iraqi Kurdish group led by Massoud
Barzani, which controls the border.

Together, Turkish troops and Mr.
Barzani's group have worked against
the Kurdish Workers Party, which for
years has used bases in the Iraqi border
region to stage attacks into Turkey.

Turkish and Western sources say
Ankara has no plans to keep its troops
permanently stationed in Iraq. Instead,
Turkey plans to supply Mr. Barzani’s
Iragi faction with weapons and cash to
be used to repopulate villages along the
border and create a village guard system
that would work to keep the region clear
of the Kurdish Workers Party, the
sources said.

~So ! "o

MONDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1997

Turkish efforts over the years to keep
the Kurdish Workers Party out of Kurd-
ish-held northern Iraq have failed, with
many rebels fleeing cross-border Turk-
ish assaults and eventually filtering
back into the area. But the government
in Ankara appears convinced that clear-
ing northemn Iraq of Kurdish Workers
Party rebels is the key to ending the
insurgency, in which more than 26,000
people have died.

As a result, Turkey has increasingly
asserted its right, as a matter of national
security, to operate in northern Iraq,
despite harsh criticism from Syria and
Iran as well as from Iraq, which has been
denied authority over the Kurdish en-
clave by U.S.-led air patrols enforcing a
“‘no-fly’’ zone.

Turkey’s recent alliance with Mr.
Barzani’s group led a Western source to
say that conditions in northern Iraq were
“‘moving closer to the situation in
southern Lebanon,”’ where Israel has
engaged a local militia in its efforts to
counter attacks from anti-Israeli
Hezbollah forces. .

Another Turkish analyst disagreed,
saying that neither Baghdad, which still
wields influence in the Kurdish enclave
despite, the no-fly zone, nor Mr. Bar-
zani’s group would allow a southern
Lebanon-type situation to emerge.

The status of Turkey’s presence in the
area is difficult to discern since the
military has barred journalists from the
zone since May.

Ankara’s hopes that its alliance with
Mr. Barzani would produce a more ef-
fective effort against the Kurdish Work-
ers Party have been complicated by the
renewal of fighting on Oct. 12 between
Mr. Barzani’s Kurdistan Democratic
Party and the rival Patriotic Union of
Kurdistan led by Jalal Talabani.

@ribune

The two groups have administered
the Kurdish enclave in northern Iraq
since the no-fly zone was set up by the
allies after the 1991 Gulf War to protect
the population from President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq.

The two Kurdish groups have clashed
intermittently since 1994, and they re-
sumed fighting two weeks ago, break-
ing a U.S.-brokered yearlong cease-
fire.

Now Turkey, which over the past
week and a half has bombed what it says
are Kurdish Workers Party positions and
what Mr. Talabani says are his group’s
positions, is being accused of taking
sides in the Iragi Kurdish infighting.

Turkish and Western sources say the
Kurdish Workers Party is collaborating
with Mr. Talabani’s faction in the latest
Turkish offensive, creating huge dif-
ficulties, for the Ankara government,
which
United States and Britain to broker a
peace agreement between the rival Iraqi
Kurdish groups.

After the bombing raids Thursday in
northern Iraq, a spokesman for Mr.
Talabani told the Reuters news agency
that *‘essentially, the Turks have turned
from a sponsor of the peace process to a
party to the conflict.”’

The Turkish Foreign Ministry re-
peated that the Turkish air raids were
targeting Kurdish Workers Party po-
sitions and denied that Turkey was tak-
ing sides in the Iraqi-Kurdish fighting.

Ankara, a ministry spokesman said,
remains committed to promoting peace
among Iraqgi Kurds to bring stability and
security to the region.

had been working with the-

" Its Troops Still in Iraq, Turkey Is Caught Up
~ in Kurdish Infighting

e

I'Homme
1212 GMT,
27 Octobre

e M. Kemal rend I'UE co-responsable des violations des droits de

1997

DAFP 1997

BONN, 27 oct (AFP) - L'écrivain turc Yasar Kemal a rendu les pays de I'Union européenne
"co-responsables” des “graves violations des droits de 'Homme perpétrées par I'Etat turc”,
dans un entretien au quotidien berlinois Tagesspiegel paru lundi.

Il a accusé le gouvernement allemand en particulier de s'engager insuffisamment en
faveur de ces droits, qualifiant de "pur geste diplomatique" les critiques du chef de la
diplomatie Klaus Kinkel aprés les condamnations a la prison de deux militants turcs.
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Selon M. Kemal, lauréat du Prix de la paix des libraires allemands qui lui a été remis
dimanche a la Foire du livre & Francfort, Bonn semble "ne pas s'intéresser”
des violations des droits de lHomme en Turquie.

a la question

De plus, "quand 1'Etat turc se rend coupable de graves violations des droits de I'Homme,
comme c'est le cas actuellement, les pays partenaires en Europe sont co-responsables”,
a-t-il estimé.

M. Kinkel avait dénoncé mercredi les condamnations infligées au président de
I'Association turque des droits de I'homme (IHD) Akin Birdal et a l'avocat Esber
Yagmurdereli, respectivement a un an et 23 ans de prison, les jugeant "absolument
incompréhensibles pour tous ceux qui s'engagent pour la démocratie, les droits de
I'homme et la liberté d'opinion en Turquie".

La France qultte le front anti-irakien

Au Conseil de sécurité, Paris n’a pas suivi les consignes de vote americaines.

our la premitre fois depuis
Pla guerre du Golfe, Paris
s'est officiellement désolidarisé
de Washington et de Londres &

proposdel'Irak, en s'abstenant

— T T B E R A T 1

25 ET 2

jeudi soir de voter une résolu-
tion du Conseil de sécurité me-
nagant Bagdad de nouvelles

sanctions. Moscou et Pékin se -

sont également abstenus de vo-
ter larésolution 1134, qui visea
punir le régime irakien de ses
«violations répétées» en matie-
re de désarmement,.contri-
buant A faire voler en éclats
le front anti-irakien. Sur les
quinze membres du Conseil,

dont Washington et Londres
s'emploient A dresser la liste.
Clesten grande partie cette me-
sure qui a provoqué les cri-
tiques de Paris et de Moscou.
«Cetteinterdiction vise en priori-
té Tarek Aziz, parcequiilestlafa-
gade présentable du régime», es-
time Gilles Munier, secrétaire
général del’Association franco-

‘irakienne de coopération éco-

nomique. La France ne pouvait

neuf se sont prononcés L ue s’y OppOSer, car, en
“pour cette résolution, ﬁ;?:‘“"::; gas d’zlapgﬂgaﬁon, elle
PEgypte — qui repré- 5, C'onpseeil de pourrait la priver de
sente les pays.arabes— prendreatot son interlocuteur pri-
etleKenyas'étantéga- momentdes  vilégié, levice-Premier
lement abstenus. sanctions si  ipjstre irakien étant
_ Cette abstention de c;;;g:_‘e"e habitué a se rendre
- pas .S . .
troismembresperma-  jecpoNy  Paris, ouil se fait aussi
nents apparait comme soigner (1).

-un revers pour les Etats-Unis,

qui avaient fait d’importantes

- concessions pour arracher une
. unanimité. La résolution 1134

.. permetau Conseil de prendre 2
tout moment des sanctions si_

" I'Irak ne coopére pas totale-
" ment avec 'ONU sur son

désarmement biologique, chi-

. mique et balistique. Desla pre-

miére violation, elle prévoit une

. interdiction de voyager pour

. plusieurs responsables irakiens,

Pour empécher Bagdad de

profiter de cette fissure dansle -

front anti-irakien, 'ambassa-
deur américain Bill Richard-
son a prévenu que les sanc-
tions seront imposées la
«prochaine fois» que I'Irak em-
péchera la Commission spé-
ciale de PONU d’inspecter des
sites suspects. Ces sanctions
sajoutent a celles en vigueur
depuis sept ans et que durcit
encore la résolutlon 1134,en

prévoyant que le Conseil les
maintienne en I'état pour une
période de six mois, au lieu de
les revoir tous les deux miois.

Plusieurs raisons peuvent en-
core expliquer I'abstention de
Paris: une certaine mauvaise
humeur liée aux menaces
américaines d’embargo contre
Total aprés la signature de son
contrat avec Téhéran et son
souci de préserver des relations
privilégiées avec Bagdad. Ain-
si, comme le souligne Gilles
Munier, la-France apparait
comme le principal bénéficiai-
re de lassouplissement de
Pembargo né de la résolution
986, dite «pétrole contre nour-
riture». Signe significatif: 30,

" voire 40 sociétés frangaises

participeront le mois prochain
a la foire de Bagdad. En plus, |
un contrat pétrolier est en pré-
paration avec Total et peut-étre
un second avec Elf. De quoi
alimenter largement la colére
américaine @

JEAN-PIERRE PERRIN

(1) Conséquence du changement de
majorité, il ”"a été requ qu’a «un petit
niveau» 2 sa derniére visite en juin.
Lors d’un précédent séjour, il avait
rencontré Alain Juppé, alors Premier
ministre.
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Oil Starts Flowing Again From

Caspian to West
Azeris Open New Pipeline

By David Hoffman

Washington Post Service

MOSCOW —With the flip of a large white valve handle, oil
from one of the world’s last great known reserves has begun
flowing out of the Caspian Sea region and through Russia for
export to the West, a trickle that eventually will become a torrent
of crude.

Natik Aliyev, president of the State Oil Co. of Azerbaijan,
pulled the handle at an Azeri village, Shirvanovka, on the border

with Russia. He opened a pipeline stretching hundreds of miles

northwest from Baku on the Caspian Sea to the Russian port of
Novorossiysk on the Black Sea.

This early flow of oil — about 120,000 tons are expected
through the pipeline by year’s end — is just the beginning of
what may eventually become several million barrels a day from
the Caspian, rivaling the Middle East as a source of energy for the
world. While energy companies and Caspian Sea countries have
been working intensively for years to extract the oil, pipelines
have been a bottleneck.

The route opened Saturday runs through war-devastated
Chechnya, the breakaway Russian region. Only recently did
Russia and Chechnya reach an agreement on repairs of the 150-
kilometer (95-mile) segment through Chechnya that was
wrecked during the war. The Azeri leg of the pipeline was

refurbished nearly seven months ago.

At the ceremony, Mr. Aliyev said Azerbaijan, a former Soviet
republic, was resuming export of its own oil to Western markets
for the first time in 65 years ‘‘in the most reliable and profitable
way, by pipeline.’’ Azeri oil once was exported through a line
from Baku, the Azeri capital, to Batumi, a Georgian port on the
Black Sea, but it was shut down in 1932,

The first 40,000 tons of Azeri export oil were bought by the
Russian oil giant, Lukoil.

The quickened pace of Caspian oil development threatens to

reshape the political geogra-
phy of the region. Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan and  Turk-
menistan claim the bulk of
Caspian oil and gas resources,
but they have to contend with
Russia, which still considers
the region its sphere of in-
fluence.

The United States has been
seeking to loosen defuse Rus-
sia’s control over the future
oil exports by encouraging
multiple pipeline routes out
of the Caspian.

B Gas Consortium Set Up

The American energy com-
pany Unocal has the largest
stake in an international
pipeline consortium aiming to
deliver gas from Turk-
menistan to Pakistan across
Afghanistan, a Turkmen gas
official said Sunday, Reuters
reported from Ashkhabad.
Central Asia Gas Pipeline

Ltd. was set up Saturday.

Biack Sea
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- ‘La Turquie affirme pouvoir se passer d'une adhésion.a I'UE.

e L 5 g P S

18206 GMT,
27 Qctobre ANKARA, 27 oct (AFP) - Le vice-Premier ministre turc Bulent Ecevit a déclaré lundi que

1997 la Turquie pourrait connaitre un développement économique sain sans devenir membre
©AFP 1997 de I'Union européenne.

"Méme si la Turquie n'entre pas dans I'UE, elle est assez forte pour tenir toute seule et -
continuer & connaitre une bon développement économique”, a dit M. Ecevit a la presse a
Istanbul, selon l'agence Anatolie.

Ces propos surviennent aprés que les ministres des affaires étrangéres de I'UE eurent
renoncé a accorder une place a la Turquie dans les projets d'élargissement de l'union lors
d'une réunion a Mondorf au Luxembourg.

Certains Etats ont déclaré leur soutien a l'intégration a terme de la Turquie dans 'UE
mais plusieurs autres, notamment 'Allemagne et la Gréce, ont émis de sérieuses réserves
quant a la capacité de la Turquie a entrer a court terme dans 1'UE, en raison de ses
problémes de droits de 'Homme et de la question de Chypre. :

Le Premier ministre turc Mesut Yilmaz a lancé le mois dernier une offensive
diplomatique de trois mois pour soutenir la candidature de la Turquie mais ses voyages
ont suscité des réactions mitigées.

La Turquie avait posé une premiere fois sa candidature a 'UE en 1987 mais elle avait été

rejetée en 1989.

ue/hc/mm ef

U.S. Cautions
Iraq on Arms

Reuters
WASHINGTON — The White
House said Monday that there would be
serious consequences if Iraq decided to

. suspend its dealings ‘with United Na-

tions weapons inspectors..

“If Iraq decides to follow the as-
sembly’s advice, that would have serious
consequences,”’ a White House spokes-
man said, referring to a recommendation
by Iraq’s Parliament on Monday to sus-

_pend its ties with the UN inspectors..

The White House spokesman de-
+clined comment -on .what -the con-

sequences of such an Iraqi action might
be. Asked if they might include military
action, he said: ‘“We have a wide range
of options. I do not want to go beyond
that at this time.”’

- The spokesman al<o said that inspect-
ors from the UN special commission in
charge of dismantling Iraqi weapons of
mass destruction have not reported any
difficulty in ‘‘inspection and monitor-
ing activities in the past few days.”’

Herald gz Tribune

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1997

‘I'he spokesman said the United States
was not certain whether the Parliament’s
recommendation was ‘‘rhetoric’’ or
whether it would result in  an actual
suspension of dealings. He insisted that
the inspectors must have access to all
*‘sites, documents and personnel.”’

In Iraq, the official Iraqi press
agency, INA, said that the Parliament
recommended Monday that Iraq sus- =~

pend its ties with the inspectors to

counter a Security Council resolution .

that threatens more sanctions.

It reported that the assembly recom-
mended that the freeze should continue
until a timetable was set for lifting the
UN embargo imposed over Iraq’s in-
vasion of Kuwait in 1990.

The Security Council approved a res-
olution last week threatening to impose
a travel ban on Iraqi officials for hinder-
ing the inspectors.
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Turkish Daily News

October 30, 1997
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About 50%
of all detained
intellectuals
in the world
today are
from Turkey
and China,
according to
statistics
obtained by
International
PEN" '

Former
Norwegian
Authors’
Union
Chairman
Thorvald
Steen: I am
very proud
of meeting
persons who
really take
these issues
very
seriously.

In the
Norwegian
Constitution a
lot of pretty
and nice
words are
used but in

our country
we haven’t

such brave
lawyers or
doctors as
you have
here

~ International PEN, told

GUL DEMIR AND NIKI GAMM

Istanbul - Turkish Daily News

he latest European Union (EU)
Foreign Ministers’ meeting in
Luxemburg dr?t\‘/e home just what
t progress the government was
m to promote Turkey. One suc-
cess af%er another, especially thanks
to the efforts of the police! It didn’t take the latter
long to catch on to what constituted “success” and
what was needed to add fame to Turkey’s reputa-
tion throughout the world. .
The defenders of peace from a number of differ-

ent European countnies who planned to board the

Musa Anter Peace Train to celebrate September 1,
World Peace Day, in Diyarbakir received their
share of Turkey’s “promotion project.”

The foreign guests learned at first hand all about
Turkey’s world-famous hospitality. The Turkish
police offered the foreign guests plentiful food from
the “table” of every part of Turkish society —
workers, bureaucrats, students, villagers — in short,
those seeking their rights through action. There was
a taste of the truncheon and a smidgeon of stick
with which the police promoted their kitchen but
now they’re back in their own countries where
they’ve undoubtedly told all about the Turkish hos-
pitality they had been shown as their heads were
“enlightened.” '

Even before the freshness of this incident had
lost its savour, Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz and
Deputy Prime Minister Biilent Ecevit travelled
around Europe in order to promote Turkey’s full
membership in the EU backstage. It’s not difficult
to guess what Europe may have wanted from
Turkey in the way of security and how realistic this
may have been. Even if Turkey hadn’t put one of

 its leading humnan rights advocatesin prison for

violating a conditional parole just at one of the most
crucial junctures in time, the EU visa wouldn’t have
been issued since uniformed barricades were still
blocking human rights queries.

Two important people have been photographing

Turkey’s Democracy and Human Rights in Turkey,
meeting with people from various sectors. They
have been particularly interested in people who
have been penalized in one way or another for
using their freedom of thought and expression.
They obtained information about the Kurdish ques-
tion and listened to how different sectors were
approaching the issues. :

And they have offered their own publics in their
countries the results of what they observed and their
contacts. What do these writers — one Norwegian

7 and the other Swedish — observe?

Eugene Schoulgin, an important Swedish writer,
the chair of the Writers In Prison Committee of
Swedish PEN and the representative of
e TDN in an exclusive
interview with the two men that he had visited

" Turkey four times in the same number of years; this

country has unfortunately occupied a lot of his time
and thoughts in between times. Of course his close
contact with the country is influenced by Turkey’s
never ending problems living-up to European stan-
dards of human rights and freedom of expression.
Novel writer and playwright Thorvald Steen is the
former former president of the Norwegian Authors’
Union and he has headed the Norwegian-Swedish
delegation. This is the third year they came to
Turkey.

When the authors and journalists from both
Sweden and Norway were here three years ago,
their main purpose was to visit author Ismail
Besikgi in prison, Steen said. The Norwegian
Authors’ [})nion on its 100th anniversary had decid-
ed to pick out five prisoners in the world, authors,
and one was Begikgi. They then followed his situa-
tion including in court and even visited him, their
actions watched closely by other journalists and
news agencies. : :

Visit interests wider public

As a result of the impact their visit had, more and
more parts of Norwegian and Swedish society
became involved in this special case. Andin
Norway, lawyers, the Norwegian bar and even doc-
tors began taking an interest. .

“The interesting thing about picking out one per-
son is that this teaches us about other examples
from the country we are following,” said Steen.
“When we sent our second delegation, with many
representatives of the press, and news agency inter-
est for this in both countries, the new dimension in
this third trip was Norwegian business, business
and trade in Norway and its big oil company. It’s
very interested in ethics in industry and trade and
we had meetings with them in Oslo before we came
here, also with doctors and lawyers. “I will also say
that this increasing contact between Turkey and
Norway has been very good for establishing inter- -
est in Turkish literature in Norway. Another good
dimension is that opinion in Norway about Turkey
is very black and white because we often have bad
news about Turkey there.

*“The good experience we have had is that we
meet very brave and literary people in this country.
This country’s reputation in our country is very
good. So I must say that our opinion, our attitude as
to how our businessmen are acting about trade and
how they are supporting human nights organiza-
tions is important as to how commerce between
Turkey and Norway will proceed in the future.”

Pointing to the sudden imprisonment of blind
lawyer and human rights advocate Egber Yagmur-
dereli before the necessary paper formalities had
been carried out, Schoulgin said, “My impression
this time is that in many aspects the situationis
more critical than before, in spite of the new gov-
emnment’s declarations. The moral collapse of cen-
tral political institutions after the Susurluk accident
has created more space for the development of
power centers to reach behind and above the parlia-
mentary system. The courts seem to take little, if
any, notice of either the declarations from their own
authorities or criticism from abroad when it comes
to the practice of law. -

T have the feeling that more and more people,
both in Europe and inside Turkey, are losin
patience with Turkish politics and the brutaﬁty of
the system.”

[The recent visit of Deputy Prime Minister
Biilent Ecevit to Sweden (“Ecevit’s Visit to

. Sweden” by Eugene Schoulgin, TDN, 27 October

1997, page A4)) was a disappointment and when
questioned about the Kurdish situation, he was less
than convincing. In addition Ecevit had barely
returned to Turkey, when Yagmurdereli was picked
up by the police and put in prison, conveying a
sense that there was a state within a state bent on
achieving goals of its own.]

Steen collaborated what Schoulgin said, adding
that he himself couldn’t see how the situgtion was
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International
PEN
representative
Eugene
Schoulgin:

I have the
feeling that
more and
more people,
both in
Europe and
inside Turkey,
are losing
patience

with Turkish
politics and
the brutality
of the system

Schoulgin:
Turkey’s
poetry and
fantasy make
it fascinating
for an author
to experience;
the mixture
of traditions
fill it with
exciting
possibilities
for a
blooming
future

any better. He referred to experiences where
lawyers defend authors or publishers or even doc-
tors who are put in jail for doing things which are
absolutely ordinary in European countries. “But for
me I have to say that I am very proud of meeting

rsons who really take these issues very seriously.

the Norwegian constitution a lot of pretty and
nice words are used about the French ideas but in
our country we haven’t such brave lawyers or doc-
tors as you have in this country. In our society a lot
of people are following these things very intimately
so when we go home business people, business
organizations in Norway lawyers and doctors are
very interested in the Kurdish problem. People are
still being tortured and followed for their opinions
and I think this is very bad for business and for the
people. I hope it will stop. I think it will increase
even more the interest in this country.”

Resolving issues
As for particular solutions which would help
resolve such issues as the Kurdish question and
human rights in Turkey for the benefit of all,
Schoulgin points out that International PEN has a
case-list of all detained writers, journalists and edi-
tors in the world who are in prison because of what
they have said or written. “It consists of more than
1000 names and case-descriptions. Two hundred
and twenty-six of these are Kurds and Turks.
Approximately the same number are Chinese or
Tibetan. It means that about 50% of all detained
intellectuals in the world today are from these two
countries. There are almost the same number of
Kurds in Turkey as there are Scandinavians in
Denmark, Norway and Sweden; and we all live on
the outskirts of Europe.

“In Norway and Sweden we have a minority

up, the Sames. They have been oppressed in dif-
erent ways throughout history by our govemn- .
ments, and as a result, in the past, some even
demanded a sovereign state, but since the end of the
Second World War they have received their rights.
Now they have their own organizations, their cul-
ture is protected by law, you can study Samish in
the schools and universities, and they have been
integrated into society. As I see it a peaceful solu-
tion to the Turkish-Kurdish situation could result
from serious negotiations between all players in this
tragic conflict, and is the only way out of this para-
lvzed situation Turkey suffers from tg)da J

Schoulgin stresses that declaring there is no such
minority named Kurds in Turkey is the ostrich way
of solving problems. But to create an atmosphere
where meaningful negotiations could be possible,
the courts in Turkey have to change their routines
and stop sentencing people to long- term imprison-
ment for articles written and statements uttered.

“This is the only way we can open a dialogue
about the situation. To treat prisoners in the way
they have been allowed to be treated, and to deny
those in poor health conditions medical care or
anesthesia has also got to be stopped. You must end
all episodes where lawyers and Human Rights
workers People are ill-treated by the police and the
security forces, and release those in detention who
are suffering prison terms just for having exercised
their right to freedom of expression in according to
the UN declaration, which even Turkey has
signed.” Steen added the issue of being able to
speak Kurdish. In Norway there are different lan-
guages, different people and different backgrounds.
He expressed his great surprise at learning that
some of Turkey’s famous authors were Kurdish in
origin and like Yagar Kemal could not speak their
own language, Kurdish. The Norwegians think that
it is a resource for their main language to have a sis-
ter language in their country. For Turkey to become
a full member of the European Union, Schoulgin
noted that it would have to deal with its one major
problem, the Kurdish issue which is scarring the
country’s psychology. Only then will Turkey be
able to take its truly deserved position among
European nations.

Change will have to be real, not simply cosmet-
ic. Problems can’t be pushed to one side. Only two
hundred years ago democracy was only an ideal
which had yet to be put into practice. As Schoulgin
says, no one is asking Turkey to become a full
democracy immediately nor did Europeans have
the right to tell others what to do when one
observed Europe's modern history. However there
has been a movement towards “creating a new mul-
ticultural, progressive and peaceful society.” He
added that since 1972 he has travelled throughout
the whole of Turkey and learned to know it as a
country truly worth caring about, a country where
suffering and generosity go hand in hand.

The poetry and fantasy make it fascinating for
an author to experience; the mixture of traditions
g}l it with exciting possibilities for a blooming

ture.
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COURRIER INTERNATIONAL N° 365 33 DU 30 OCTOBRE AU 5 NOVEMBRE 1997

Esber Yagmurdereli, qui a déja purgé une peine de quatorze ans, a été incar-
céré le 22 octobre pour une nouvelle période de vingi-irois ans. Son crime ?
Avoir réuni un million de signatures pour la paix au Kurdistan. “Nokta” l'a
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n allant & notre rendez-

vous avec Esber Yagmur-

dereli, nous parcourons un

par un les réves, les espoirs
et les livres que nous enverrons avec
lui “a P’intérieur”. Nous prenons la
route avec des chansons tristes en
téte. L’automne est-il 1a saison des
voyages d’une tristesse a I'autre, d’'un
prisonnier a Pautre ? Esber Yagmur-
dereli est né en 1945, 4 Erzurum, ville
au climat rude et aux conditions dif-
ficiles. Malgré les hivers intermi-
nables et glaciaux, il ne garde de son
enfance que le souvenir des beaux
jours de printemps ensoleillés. Le
visage lumineux de sa mére, élue.

Miss Turquie en 1934, éclairera pen- £

@
B
~
<
I
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dant longtemps son univers.

“C’était une Istanbuliote, dit-il. Une
vraie républicaine. Elle a towjours vécu
avec les idéaux de la jeunesse républi-
caine des années 30. Nous aussi, nous
avons été élevés avec les idéaux de cette
génération. Mais le coup d’Etat mili-
taire de 1980 a laissé ma mere per-
plexe. Les vrais drames se déroulent en
Jait a Vextérieur, en dehors des prisons.”

L’année ou il termine V’école pri-
maire, Esber perd la vue, mais non
pas sa capacité a voir : voir tout ce qui
est beau, “a intérieur” comme “a
Pextérieur”. Apres I’école primaire,
c’est le pensionnat, la séparation
d’avec sa famille. Mais il ne quittera
jamais les réves gu’il partage avec
sa petite sceur Sumru pendant les

: vacances d’été.

“Elle est de sept ans ma cadette.
Lorsque je venais a la maison pour les
vacances, elle me lisait les classiques
de la littérature mondiale. Elle n’a
Jjamais cessé de me soutenir pendant
mes années d’incarcération. Mainte-
nant aussi, elle m’attendra fidélement
devant les portes de la prison.”

Pour Esber Yagmurdereli, les
années d’études a la faculté de droit
ne se limitent pas au dipléme d’avo-
cat. Il étudie également la littérature
et la philosophie. “Je suis en fait un
passionné de littérature, dit-il. J'avais
sorti une premiére revue littéraire
quand j’avais 16 ans. Certains de mes

"

Esber Yagmurdereli
écrits ont été traduits. L’opinion
turque me connait seulement comme
défenseur des droits de ’homme et
comme avocat. Ce n’est pas fauz,
mais mon vrai travail, c’est la poésie,
la littérature et la philosophie.”

Derriere les barreaux,
il écrira deux piéces de thédtre
“Une piéce que j'ai.écrite, le Scorpion,
sera bient6t présentée au Thédatre
d’art d’Ankara. Je vais assister aux
répétitions et, si je peux, a la soirée de
gala. Mais, méme si je ne suis pas la,
la piéce sera jouée. Les spectateurs
pourront y voir deux vies : celles de
deux condamnés a mort.”

Le 5 mars 1978 est le début d’'une
nouvelle vie pour Esber Yagmurde-

reli : une période carcérale de qua-

torze ans, dont sept ans en cellule iso-
lée. “On assiste @ des évenements
dramatiques dans les pénitenciers,
explique-t-il. J’ai vu des camarades
qui partageaient le méme quartier que
moi conduits a la mort, d’autres ren-
dus infirmes par les tortures, d’autres
encore qui mouraient devant nous de
maladies incurables... Mais, de Uautre
c6té, il ¥y a aussi des sensations
agréables, partager des choses limi-
tées, éprouver le sentiment de solida-
rité de ceux qui résistent ensemble

rencontré au moment ot il préparait sa valise. :

e ne suis pas quelqu'un que la prison corrigera.’

dans des conditions difficiles. Les pri-
sons ne sont pas que des lieux d’éve-
nements tragiques. A mon avis, ce qui
en reste durablement, c’est le sentiment
de solidarité.”

Quatorze ans, c’est presque un
quart de sa vie ! Un fils qui grandit loin
de lui, des amours qu’il abandonne,
d’autres qui 'abandonnent, lui. My a
eu beaucoup de femmes dans ma vie,
parfois plusieurs a la fois. Mon épouse
et moi avons divorcé a la cinquiéme
année de mon incarcération. Je ne me
suis plus remarié depuis.” Mais il garde
malgré tout 'espoir au ceeur. “Mon fils
Ugur n’avait méme pas un an quand
Je suis entré en prison. Nous n’avons
pas pu nous voir pendant des années,
car j'étais incarcéré dans des villes loin-
taines comme Diyarbakir, Mardin ou
Sinop. A ma libération, Ugur avait déja
Jini le collége. Cette année, il est a uni-
versité. Nos relations n’ont pas été rom-
pues, pas trop en tout cas, mais nous
n’échappons pas aux problémes que
connaissent tous les péres et fils.”

11 lui faudra attendre 1992 pour
voir son fils “a ’extérieur”, sans gen-
darmes, sans grillages, sans ce goiit
amer de séparation physique, sans
avoir besoin de compter les heures
ol ’on est ensemble ni les jours &
attendre jusqu’a la prochaine visite.
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Aujourd’hui, Esber Yagmurdereli
se prépare a un nouveau voyage, une
nouvelle période carcérale. 1l choisit
des livres en braille dans la biblio-
theque de I'université du Bosphore
pour les emporter avec lui “a 'inté-
rieur”. 1l peaufine les deux projets de
piece de théatre qu’il écrira.

“Ca ne sera pas une nouveauté
pour moi, dit-il. Aprés mes quatorze an-
nées de prison, j’y suis encore retourné
récemment, pendant quelques mois,
en 1995. Maintenant, je suis condamné
a vingt-trois ans ferme. Cela veut dire
que je suis au seuil d’une nouvelle

période longue a Vintérieur. Mais je
pense que je resterai moins longtemps
en prison, cette fois-ci, car la Turquie
qui frappe a la porte de I’'Union euro-
péenne ne pourra plus continuer a
apparaitre comme un pays qui met les
gens en prison a cause de leurs idées.
C’est une chose qui va a contre-cou-
rant de U'Histoire et de 'évolution géné-
rale du monde. La paix et la démo-
cratie sont désormais les conditions sine
qua non pour étre un pays civilisé. Ma
condamnation a vingt-trois ans peut
avoir un sens sur le papier, mais c’est
une absurdité historique. Le but d’une

peine est la dissuasion, la correction.
Et, comime on peut le voir, je ne suis pas
quelqu’un a corriger.”

La plus triste des saisons, I’au-
tomne, me met les larmes aux yeux.
Avec Esber, nous nous réfugions dans
les chansons et la poésie, dans les
vers d’Ahmet Telli : “Et voila par terre,
de nouveau, les tentes de feutre / la
migration reprend de nouveau, d’une
tristesse a mille autres / derriére, les
braises du soir qui se consume / et les

Joies de l'enfance étoyffées g
Fadime Ozdemir

den Broek

¢ L'UE considére la Turquie comme un membre futur, selon M. van

CE/fmie

ANKARA, 31 oct (AFP) - Le commissaire européen chargé de l'élargissement Hans
van den Broek a affirmé vendredi que 1'Union européenne considérait la Turquie
comme un futur membre, a l'issue d'un entretien a Ankara avec le ministre turc des
Affaires étrangeéres Ismail Cem.

"Nous considérons la Turquie comme un membre futur de I'Union européenne”, a
dit M. van den Broek devant la presse.

"Nous nous sommes entretenues de l'union douaniere Turquie-UE, des droits de
I'Homme, de Chypre, de I'adhésion de Chypre a I'UE et des relations entre la Turquie
et la Grece. Il ne serait pas juste de nier que nous avons des positions différentes sur
certains sujets”, a-t-il poursuivi.

"Mais je suis confiant qu'une amélioration des relations UE-Turquie pourra étre
obtenue"”, a-t-il ajouté.

M. van den Broek a également rencontré le premier ministre turc Mesut Yilmaz et le
président du parlement Hikmet Cetin.

"Quelques conditions sur les droits de 'Homme et 'économie peuvent étre

accueillies avec compréhension mais aucune condition politique ne peut étre dictée a
la Turquie”, avait dit le vice-Premier ministre turc Bulent Ecevit, aprés avoir requ M.
van den Broek en fin de matinée.

"T'ai dit a M. van den Broek que des conditions avancées par I'UE sur la question
chypriote, les relations avec la Grece et les différends turco-grecs en Egée avaient
conduit dans l'impasse les relations Turquie-Grece et les relations entre Turcs et
Grecs a Chypre", avait-il ajouté.

La visite a Ankara de M. van den Broek constitue le premier contact de trois
discussions prévues entre la Turquie et I'UE avant une décision finale attendue en
décembre de I'UE d'inclure ou pas la Turquie dans ses plans d'élargissement.
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Iraq shows no sign of backin
downin UNrow

Threat: Britain says military action against Baghdad cannot
be ruled out unless it complies fully with UN arms inspections

inspectors, and Iraqi newspapers continued
their attacks on Washington.

By noon on Thursday there had been no
new official statements on the issue by the
Baghdad government.

Also on Thursday, two American members
of a U.N. weapons inspection team were
refused permission to stay when they landed in
Iraq and later flew back to Bahrain, a U.N.
source said. They were accompanied back to
Bahrain by an American from the International
Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA). The Iraqis
had said he would be allowed to stay, but U.N.

[
3
(0}
Z
=z
o]
o
c
7]
X
3
-
. . . Reuters
REMAIN DEFIANT- President Saddam Hussein chairs a meeting of the iraqi Revolutionary
Command Council that discussed a recommendation by the National Assembly cailing for the suspen-
sion of ties with United Nations arms inspectors.
Baghdad- Reuters
~ | ® Iraqg on Thursday showed no signs of back- officials decided he, too, should turn back.
& J| ing down on its refusal to accept U.S. arms Iraq’s leadership said on Wednesday it
— | inspectors despite hints that military action would continue to work with U.N. weapons
= || could be taken to force the oil-producing Arab inspection teams but would no longer work
« fl state back into line. with U.S. members. The 10 Americans among
2 Despite a barrage of foreign criticism, Iraqi the 100 U.N. arms staff were given one week
2 ) media welcomed the decision by Iraq’s leaders to leave the country. )
8 not to cooperate with American U.N. arms On Thursday, Britain said military action

against Iraq could not be ruled out unless
Baghdad complied with United Nations
inspections. ] )

“We're not ruling out any options at this
stage,” junior Foreign Office minister Derek
Fatchett told BBC television. Warning of
“serious consequences,” the 15-member U.N.
Security Council demanded that Iraq cooperate
fully with the U.N. special commission

. (UNSCOM) set up after the Gulf War to elimi-

nate Iraqgi “weapons of mass destruction.”
Oil markets opened higher in early trade-on
Thursday. London December futures for
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Turkish Daily News

October 31, 1997

benchmark Brent blend opened 16 cents

higher at $19.94 a barrel. ) ]
Western diplomats and Iraqi officials

said the row over arms inspections was

not connected to the arrangement, which

allows Iraq $2 billion worth of oil sales
renewable every six months. But oil
traders remained sceptical and feared
rising tension might put a halt to the oil

sale program.
Tlge l%rnited Nations Humanitarian

Coordinator in Iraq, Denis Halliday, said

the oil-for-food program continue nor-.
mally in Baghdad and elsewhere.”

His spokesman Eric Falt told
reporters in Baghdad “the
difficulties...with UNSCOM cannot be

allowed to undermine important work of

humanitarian assistance in Iraq.”
“Implementation of the food pro-
grammed throughout the 18 Iragi gover-
norates is going on uninterrupted,” Falt
said. The United States and France said
on Wednesday Irag’s move was “unac-
ceptable” and urged Baghdad to recon-
sider. China urged restraint on both
sides. Iraq’s action was taken in
response to a U.N. resolution adopted
last week threatening a ban on travel

abroad by Iraqi officials who interfere
with UNSCOM teams.

Baghdad stopped short of cutting ties
with the United Nations completely, but
it said sanctions imposed after Iraq’s
1990 invasion of Kuwait should be lift-
ed quickly. It gave no time-frame for its
demand.

“Iraq has endured multifarious acts of
injustice and many deliberate abuses by
the American inspectors and experts and
those personnel of the Special
Commission who implement American
policy,” Iraq said in a four-page letter to
the Security Council on Wednesday,
adding that the behaviour of the
Americans threatened Iraq’s national
security.

In 1991 the United States led a coali-
tion of Western and Arab armies in dri-
ving Iraqi forces out of Kuwait which
Baghdad had invaded and occupied in
the early hours of Aug. 2, 1990. Wide-
ranging sanctions have been in place
against Irag for more than seven years
and the Iragi leadership says they

e

have caused widespread hardship and
suffering among Iraq’s civilian popula-
tion.

New Parliament
Speaker Cetin is
an ethnic Kurd

Profile of Hikmet Cetin, the new
speaker of the Turkish Parliament

WOLFGANG KOYDL
Istanbul - Sueddeutsche Zeitung

B An ethnic Kurd has risen to the second highest
office of state in Turkey. Hikmet Cetin, who in a
surprise move has just been elected the new presi-
dent of the Turkish Grand Assembly, originates
from the small town of Lice in the province of
Diyarbakur.

His father was an aga, a feudal landowner of the
sort who still exist in southern Turkey today.

Yet his town of birth is probably all that binds
Cetin with the Kurdish ethnic group. The 50-year-
old professional &oliti'cian has throughout his
career stood for the Turkish state.

Even though he is always being presented as an
example that Kurds can rise to high and even the
highest offices in the Turkish capital Ankara,
Cetin sees himself as a Turk.

He remained quiet at the beginning of the
1990s when the Turkish army under prime minis-
ters Siileyman Demirel and Tansu Ciller stepped
up the war in the south-east.

Cetin did not even protest when the armed

forces razed his home town Lice to the grouna,
even though he was foreign minister and therefore
a member of the cabinet at the time.

But his good reputation at that time was found-
ed on his profile in foreign affairs. Cetin, a charm-
ing, cosmopolitan man who speaks fluent English,
was a popular negotiating partner in Europe and
the USA .There was great regret in the West when
he was forced out of office by his own party. He
served as foreign minister for three years - a long
term of office by Turkish standards.

He was in office during the Yugoslavian civil
war and he argued for stronger commitment by
the West in favour of Bosnia-Herzegovina. He
once went so far as to call on the Islamic states to
impose an oil boycott in order to force the West to
intervene militanly in Bosnia.

This was even more astounding considerin
that Cetin’s political roots are on the left. In his
youth he was close to the Turkish Workers’ Party
(TIP), later he joined Biilent Ecevit’s Republican
People’s Party, which in 1978 made him deputy
parl?' leader and minister of state.

e later distanced himself from Ecevit and
today he is a Social Democratic member of parlia-
ment.

Cetin has always pursued a political career, yet
his education could have qualified him for a
career as a state official. He studied political sci-
ence at Ankara University, an elite school which
turns out the country’s top civil servants. Its grad-
uates call themselves “mulkiyeliler” after the
Ottornan’ word’for Mstatesmianship”.

The Turkish parliament in Ankara knows its
new speaker Cetin well. He has been a member of
parliament for 20 years, first for Istanbul and
since 1995 for Gaziantep in south-eastern Turkey.
It was a full year before he first visited his new
election constituency. (GNNS)
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