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CALL FOR A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF

THE KURDISH QUESTION IN TURKEY

E, the undersigned, declare that we are Kurds and that we want
to be recognised as such, to live in dignity as Kurds in the land
of our ancestors and to express our culture freely.

Since the creation of the Turkish Republic, the Kurdish people,
who make up about a quarter of its population, have seen its identity
treated as if it didn’t exist, the use of its language banned and regarded
as a crime, its culture denied. The Kurdish people have been deprived
of their fundamental human rights.

Today, in Turkey that is applying for membership of the European
Union, over a hundred television channels and several hundred radio
stations broadcast in Turkish. Turkish is also the language of about thirty
universities and establishments of higher education. But there is not a
single television channel in Turkey broadcasting in Kurdish. No primary
or secondary school and not a single higher educational institution is al-
lowed to teach in Kurdish.

To demand the official use of Kurdish is considered a crime. Even
mayors and members of Parliament, elected by the people, are subject to
legal proceedings for these “offenses”.

Turkey still refuses to recognise the Kurdish reality which it often re-
duces to a question of “terrorism” and seeks to settle the question by mi-
litary operations beyond its borders. That only further inflames the
tensions underlying Kurdish -Turkish relations and seriously threatens
regional equilibrium and the stability of Iraqi Kurdistan.

Despite these relentless practices, from time to time the rulers of the
Republic of Turkey evoke the issue of Kurdo -Turkish brotherhood.
However, their concept of brotherhood is not that of the Kurds, an an-
cient people long settled in this part of the world, which is considered
one of the cradles of civilisation.

We Kurds want to enjoy of the same rights as our brothers and neigh-
bours. War and violence should not be the lot of any society. It shall not
be ours. We reject such a fate.

Today, despite certain imperfections, the government of Iraqi Kurdis-
tan, by recognising the rights of religious and cultural minorities is proving
that in the Middle East, various cultural heritages can co-exist peacefully
in brotherhood and equality. That is why we believe that it is high time
to stop this spiral of repression-revolt-repression that has gone on for two
centuries and to silence the guns. We call for a peaceful settlement of
the Kurdish question, which can never be resolved by military means.
We put forward as a basis for this our people’s common minimum de-
mands :

- The Constitution that is being drawn up must not define citizens-
hip on the basis of belonging to Turkish stock. It must put an end to the
denial of the Kurdish people’s existence. Kurdish citizens must have a
system of public education in their own language at all levels. Their
right to use their language in public, to create and to develop media in
the Kurdish language, to found associations, institutions and political
parties to develop their culture must be guaranteed.

- On this basis, in order to create a climate of peace and confidence
and, once and for all, to turn the page of violence and armed confronta-
tion, an all-inclusive political amnesty must be decreed, and the PKK
must lay down it arms in accordance with procedures yet to be defined.
In the same way, Turkey’s so-called “village guardian” militias must be
dismantled.

These demands do not call into question existing borders. They ex-
press fundamental minimum human rights recognised by all democratic
countries and possessed by their citizens. It is not demanding such rights

that is a crime, but refusing them is | Many intellectuals, writers and aca-
demics in Turkey have tried for a long time to achieve such a solution.
We express our appreciation and gratitude even though their efforts and
initiatives have, unfortunately, not produced conclusive results so far.
That is why we are calling on European countries and the United States,
who bear part of the historic responsibility for the tragedy experienced
by the Kurds throughout the 20™ Century, not to support policies of ne-
gation and violence. Let them help prepare favourable ground for a pea-
ceful settlement by empowering one of their statesmen to act as mediator
— someone like Bernard Kouchner, Tony Blair. Martti Ahtisaari or Fe-
lipe Gonzélez, who have been involved in the settlement of the Irish,
Basque, Catalan and Kosovar questions.

The reduction of inequality between regions within a country is one
of the conditions for membership of the European Union. In this way
the Kurdish region of Turkey, victim of a policy of neglect and back-
wardness, needs a positive approach for its socio-economic development.
Adequate resources must be committed to the reconstruction of the
Kurdish provinces, and to rebuild the 3,400 villages forcibly evacuated
by the Turkish State’s armed forces during the 1990s on the pretext of
security measures. Turkey must again allow the use of original Kurdish
names for towns, cities, and villages which it banned over the years. The
European Union must consider it a moral duty to draw up a vast deve-
lopment project aimed at ensuring the return to their homes and land of
some three million displaced Kurds.

For us, the Kurdish question is no longer just a Turkish issue. It is an
issue for Europe and for Humanity. This is why we are addressing Tur-
kish public conscience and international public opinion by asking their
most urgent support for a democratic and peaceful settlement.
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KACAR, Naci KUTLAY, Mehmet OKCUOGLU Hamit OZCELIK, M. Kemal PARLAK, Burhan SEYHANOGULLARI Sabri
SOYSAL, Ayten TUTAM, Selim ULGER, Malur YESILDAL, Rifat YUKSEKKAYA. ACADEMICS & TEACHERS : Irfan ACIKGOZ,
Ahmet ADIGUZEL, Mehmet AKAR, Murat AKBALIK, Ali AKDURAN, Halil AKSOY, Yalgin ALCICEK, Tarik ALTUN, Dogan
ANGAY, Hiiseyin ANIL, M. Selim ARATEMUR Tsmail ATA, Nurettin ATAMAN, Nusret ATES, Halil ATES, Selahattin ATMACA,
Ali AYLI, Abdurrahman BAKIR Cigdem BINBAY, Figen BINBAY M.Baha BOZKURT Abidin BUYUKSU, Mahmut CAN, Mehmet
(;ALGAN Niyazi CETINOK, Habib CINAR, Sitki DEHSET, Nezir DEMIR, Hayri DEMIREL, M.Baki DONER, Hisamettin
DUYAR, Zahir DUZ, Feyyaz EKMEN, M. Masum ERIG, Ali ERSONMEZ, Erkan ESLEK, Cafer GOCMEN Hiseyin GOZEN,
Mustafa GUL Kemal GULTEKIN, Ali GUN, Yiiksel HAN, Fehim ISIK, Hatun ILDENIZ, Ahmet INAN, Giilgin ISBERT, Tayfun
1SC1, Hasan KALDIK, Zeki KANAY, Alican KAPLAN, Emine KARAASLAN, Hac1 Ali KARABIYIK, Guyasettin KARAHAN,
Mehmet Ali KAYA, Musa KAZICI, Ayfer KOCAK, Aliye KORKMAZ, Musa KULU, Bisar KULUMAZ, Fadime KURT, Hasan
KURTAY, Sedat KUSSEVER, Kamil KUTLU, Ibrahim KUREKEN, Emile MESE, Lami OZGEN, Hasan OZGUNES, Seyfettin
OZKACMAZ, M. Ali OZKAL, Ugur PASA, Yusuf POLAT, Mesut SAGANDA, Turan SARITEMUR, Nimet SEZGIN, Kemal
SOYLEMEZ, Tuncay SASAR, Turgay TARHAN, Gékhan TASTAN, Haci TEKIN, Celal TEMEL, Mahmut TOGRUL, Sedat
TUNCER, Faik TUNCTAY, Yilmaz TURGUT, Tuncer USAR, Fikret UYAR, Cenglz USTUNTAs, Mustafa VAKIT, Mehmet
YARDIMCTI, Haci YERSIN, Kadri YILDIRIM, Ahmet YILDIRIM, M. Tayip YILDIZ, Dursun YILDIZ, E.ince YILMAZ, Turgut
YOKUS, Ali Riza YUMUR, Hasan YURTSEVER , Kemal YUKSEL EUROPE : Fahrettin ADSAY, doctor (medical); Aso AGACE,
director of HINBUN, Germany; Feqi AHMET, poet; Nezir AKAD, sociologist; Abdullah AKAGUNDUZ, lawyer; Mahmut AKBAYIR,
teacher; Hamide AKBAYIR, manager of NRW; Salih AKIN, lecturer of Rouen University; Haci AKMAN, academic; Hiiseyin AKMAZ,
manager of FEYKOM, Austria ; M. Emin AKTAR, lawyer; Semsettin AKTAS, economist; Fikret AKTAS, lawyer; Rohat ALAKOM,
writer; Roni ALASOR, journalist; Naile ARAS, politician; Faruk ARAS, writer; Glinay ASLAN, journalist, ; Mustafa ASLAN,
sociologist; Hiiseyin ASLAN, engineer; Musa ATAMAN-SOSYAL, consultant; Ziya AVCI, translator; Bayram AYAZ, writer; AYDIN,
artist; Mustafa AYDOGAN, writer; Ibrahim Seydo AYDOGAN, linguist; Fergin Melik AYKOG, teacher; Rusen AYTAC, lawyer;
Osman AYTAR, sociologist; Halid AZIZOGLU, writer; Hélin BABA, member of Berlin Parliament; Kazim BABA, teacher; Kurdo
BAKS], journalist, winner of Olof Palme Peace Prize; Melle Safi Mehmet BALLI, director of Kurdistan Islamic society; Cemal
BALLIKAYA, writer; Mahmut BARAN, lawyer; Ali BARAN, artist; Rojen BARNAS, writer, poet; Cemal BATUN, journalist; Newroz
BAWER, writer; Hiseyin BEKTAS, doctor (medical); Serda_l BENLI, sociologist, member of the executive committee of the Danish
Socialist Party; Sefik BEYAZ, writer; Hasan BEYDILLI, engineer; Huseym BILDIK, Alevi religious leader; Hasan BILDIRICI,
journalist; Sidar BINGOL, manager of KOMEKAR, Ho]land Xemgin BIRHAT, artist; Diyar BOTT, writer ; Slddlk BOZARSLAN,
writer; Sermin BOZARSLAN president of the Federation of Kurdistan Associations in Sweden; Hamit BOZARSLAN professor at
EHESS, Paris; Y. Serhat BUCAK lawyer; Yilmaz CAMLIBEL, writer; Goran CANDAN, director of the Kurdish library and museum
in Sweden CANKURD, writer; Franck CECEN, lawyer; Ordem CEKIC, member of Danish parliament; Ali Haydar CELASUN, Alevi
religious leader; Hanefi CELEPLI, economist; Ahmet CELIK, secretary of YEKKOM, Germany ; Riza CELIK, architect; Salim
CELIKER, economist; Celadet CELIKER, doctor (medical); Munzur CEM, writer; Ferda CETIN, lawyer; Hikmet CETIN, teacher;
Firat CEWERI, writer; Marad CIWAN, journalist; COMERT, artiste; Ahmet DAG, lawyer; Murat DAGDELEN, writer; Faysal
DAGLI, journalist ; Seyhmus DAGTEKIN, poet, winner of the “Prix International de la poésie francophone”; Sileman DEMIR, writer;
Mehmet DEMIR, vice- president of YEKKOM, Germany; Mustafa DEMIR ,lawyer; Giilseren DEMIREL, member of the Green Party
Council, Germany ; Ahmet Gulabi DERE, journalist; Aydin DERE, Writer; Delil DILANAR, Artiste; Haydar DILJEN, writer; DINO,
artiste; DIYAR, Artiste; Tuncay DOGAN, journalist ; Ibrahim DOGUS, Director of the Kurdish and Turkish Centre of G.B.; Faruk
DORU, Director of the Kurdistan information Centre, Paris; Seyran DURAN, president of the Kurdistan women’s of Sweden; Husen
DUZEN, writer; Sami EKICI, teacher; Tahir ELCT, lawyer; Kadu‘ EMSIZ, founder of KURD-KAV; Bedirxan EPOZDEMIR, writer;
Haa ERDOGAN child doctor Yasar ERTAS, lawyer; Derwis FERHO pre51dent of the Brussels Kurdish Institute ; Medeni FERHO,
writer; Kemal GORGU actor; Bxlal GORGU, writer; Baki GUL, journalist; Abdulkadir GULEC, lawyer; Cemil GUNDOGAN writer;
Ibrahim GURBUZ, engineer ; Sehmus GUZEL, academic ; Hediye GUZEL, press Secretary of CEP; Rojan HAZIM, writer; Cané
INAG, artiste; Metin INCESU, President of of the Center for Kurdish Studies (NAVEND), Germany, Isik ISCANLI, psychiatrist ;
Haydar ISIK, writer; Keya IZOL, former president of the Federation of Kurdistan Associations in Sweden; Ender KARADAS, Doctor
(medical); Yakup KARADEMIR, Translator; Rasit KARAKAYA, businessman; Ahmet KASIMOGLU, Engineer; Fuat KAV, journalist;
KAWA, Artiste; Serafettin KAYA, Lawyer; Zeki KAYNAK, President of FEDKOM, Holland; Ali Hiseyin KERIM, Writer; Ali KILIC,
Academic; Mustafa KISABACAK, economist; Ali Haydar KOC, Historian; Siilleyman KOKSAL, Urologist; Demet KORKMAZ,
Journalist; Seyidxan KURI], Journalist; Ziya LACIN, Teacher; Mehmad LEWENDI, writer; Recep MARASLI, writer; ; Faris Medeni
MARSIL, Journalist; Mehmet MENGE, President of FEKAR, Switzerland; Cahit MERVAN, Journalist; Hesené METE, writer; Siyar
MUNZUR, Artiste; Emin NAROZI, Translator; Kendal NEZAN, president of the Kurdish Institute of Paris; Ozz NUJEN, artist Standup;
Mamoste NUJEN, Cancatunst Cemal ONURSAL, Economist; M. Ali OTURAN, professor at Paris Est Un1vers1ty, Nihal OTURAN,
academic; Serdar OZER, lawyer; Mustafa OZER, lawyer; Mehmet OZGUL, journalist; Resat OZKAN, journalist; Fevzi OZMEN,
writer; Ma§allah OZTURK ,journalist; Nalin PEKGUL, former-MP, president of Social Democrat Women of Sweden; Mustafa PEKOZ,
writer; Kemal PEKOZ, publisher; Celal PEKOZ, publisher ; Giilistan PERWER, singer ; Sivan PERWER, musician; Arzu PESMEN,
president of FEDBIR G.B.; Remzi RASA, painter; Sores RESI, writer; Baran RIZGAR, linguist; Kazim ROBAR teacher; Serdar
ROSAN, writer; ROTINDA singer ; Mehmet SAHIN, director of Dialogue Crise, Germany; Beser SAHIN, singer; Mahmut SAKAR,
lawyer; Guyasettin SAYAN, member of the Berlin Parliament; Abubekir SAYDAM, director of Sivan Perwer Fundation; Mukaddes
SAHIN, economist; SEMDIN, singer; Nezir SEMMIKANLI, former deputy mayor of Cankaya, Ankara; SEYITHAN, singer; Hasan
SINEMILIOGLU, professor at Dortmund Univeristy; Zinar SORAN, writer; Resad SORGUL, journalist; Kamer SOYLEMEZ,
journalist; Zerin TEK, trade unionist; Mustafa TOPKAYA, president of the Kurdish and Turkish centre, G.B.; Birusk TUGAN, journalist;
Sedat TUNCER, businessman; Veysel TURHAN, president of FEKBEL, Belgium; Feleknas UCA, member of European Parliament;
Sehmus ULEK, lawyer; Mehmet ULKER, president of FEYKA, France ; Mesut UYSAL, lawyer; Oktay UZUN, lawyer; Yekta
UZUNOGLU, doctor (medical); Zinaré XAMO, writer; FaukYAGIZAY representative of DTP, Brussels; Riza YAGMUR, Alevi religious
leader; Yusuf YESILOZ, writer; Memo YETKIN writer; Mirhem YIGIT, writer; Mehmet Emin YILDIZ teacher; Kerim YILDIZ,
d1rector of the Kurdish Human Rights Project ; Memo YILDIZ, businessman; Mehmet YUKSEL, president of KIB, Rome; Ismail
YURTDAS, academic; Miimtaz YURTSEVER, lawyer; Reso ZILAN linguist; Zeynelabidin ZINAR writer; Ahmet ZIREK artist.
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